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IN  THE  YEARS  1795*  1796,  AND  1 797* 


PASSAGE  FROM  CHARLESTON  TO 
NORFOLK. 

THERE  do  not  frequently  occur  oppor- 
tunities of  obtaining  a paffage  from 
CharleRon  to  Norfolk:  the  feafon  was  too 
far  advanced  to  admit  of  travelling  on  horfe- 
back  through  North-Carolina,  and  making  in 
that  Rate  a fufficiently  long  Ray  to  acquire  good 
information.  After  having  waited  a week 
for  a veffel  to  convey  me  to  Virginia,  I had 
engaged  a birth  in  a floop:  but  my  CharleRon 
friends  thought  it  too  much  encumbered 
with  paffengers  to  allow  of  my  being  conve- 
niently accommodated  on  board,  befides  its 
being  indifferently  equipped  ; and  Mr.  Grant, 
Vol.IL  B one 
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one  of  thôfe  gentlemen  from  whom  I had  ex- 
perienced the  greateft  civilities  at  Charlefton, 
invited  me  to  give  the  preference  to  a fmall 
veflel  that  was  configned  to  him,  which  be- 
longed to  one  of  his  friends  at  Norfolk,  and 
which  was  to  fail  in  two  days.  This  veflel 
was  not  to  be  laden,  to  carry  no  other  paflen- 
gers  than  the  owner’s  nephew  and  myfelf, 
and  to  take  us  in  three  days  to  Norfolk.  Al- 
though I difliked  the  veflel  on  account  of  her 
fmall  fize,  as  fhe  was  but  of  twenty-nine  tons 
burden,  yet  the  advantage  of  the  other  cir- 
cumftances  counterbalanced  that  objedion, 
and  I thankfully  accepted  the  offer:  but,  in- 
ftead of  failing  at  the  expiration  of  two  days,/ 
fhe  was»  delayed  fix  days  longer  : inftead  of 
having  no  cargo,  fhe  was  laden  with  calks  of 
rice  even  to  the  very  cabin:  inftead  of  a 
Angle  feflow-paflenger,  there  were  four:,  in- 
ftead of  being  a good  failer,  fhe  was  as  flow 
as  a Dutch  dogger  : the  captain  was  igno- 
rant, lazy,  carelefs,  and.  unacquainted  with 
the  difficult  coaft  of  North-Carolina. 

At  length,  after  having  encountered  the 
moft  ferious  dangers  on  the  fhoals  of  Cape 
Fear  and  Cape  Lookout,  which  we  ought  to 

have 
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kave  left  at  the  difïance  of  thirty  miles  ; af- 
ter having  had  one  of  our  malls  four  times 
Olattered  by  the  feverity  of  the  weather  ; after 
having  run  aground  during  the  night  oh  a 
bank  in  Chefapeak-Bay,  from  which  we  ex- 
tricated ourielves  with  difficulty  at  the  ex- 
pence of  four  hours’  fevere  labour  ; after 
having  efcaped  from  feveral  other  perils  to 
which  the  ignorance  arid  negledt  of  our  cap- 
tain had  expofed  us  ; and  after  a moil  un- 
pleafant  voyage  of  eleven  days,  tve  arrived  at 
Norfolk  oh  the  2Qth  of  May. 

Thus  it  often  happens  that  the  event  is  far 
From  correfponding  with  the  meafttres  plam 
ned  by  prudent  forefight  i but  inconvenienced 
and  dangers  are  nothing  when  they  are  paff- 
ed  ; and  thofe  attached  to  fea-voyages  leave  a 
lefs  flrong  impreffion  on  the  mind  than  any 
other.  Befides,  on  fea,  danger  does  not  fub- 
jeft  the  paffenger  to  any  laborious  exertions  : 
for  in  that  fituation,  beyond  all  others,  he  is 
compelled  to  acknowledge  himfelf  fubjedt  to 
the  fway  of  uncontrollable  neceffity.  His 
condition,  however,  is  not  on  that  account 
the  more  agreeable;  far  from  it:  but  it  affords 
a fort  of  melancholy  confolation  to  a man 
B z already 
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already  fatigued  with  untoward  events,  and 
predifpofed  to  bear  with  patience  thofe  fur- 
ther crofies  of  which  he  is  deftined  to  be  the 
fport. 

On  my  paflage  I learned  that  our  little 

veffel  belonged  *°  Cojonel  H /|S  * the 
Britifh  conful,  and  principal  of  one  of  the 
rnoft  opulent  commercial  houfes  in  Norfolk, 
which,  however,  does  not  bear  his  name,  but 
that  of  his  nephew,  Thomas  : for  by 

the  laws  of  England,  and  thofe  of  every  nation 
who  wifh  that  the  duty  of  their  envoy  flhould 
be  the  primary  obje£t  of  his  attention,  a 
conful  is  not  allowed  to  carry  on  any  fpecies 
of  commerce  in  the  country  where  he  is  em- 
ployed. But  Colonel  H * * * f-,  like  fo  many 
others,  thus  eludes  that  regulation,  and  em- 
ploys his  capital  on  his  own  account  under 
the  firm  of  his  nephew,  which  he  directs  as 
completely  as  if  he  were  the  avowed  princi- 
pal in  the  bufmefs.  It  was  with  Mr.  Morgan 
* — who  is  not  the  colonel’s  relative  as  Mr. 
Grant  had  informed  me,  but  one  of  the  per- 
fons  employed  under  him  for  the  affairs  of 
the  confulate — that  I failed  : and  from  his 
converfation  I had  a new  opportunity  of  ob- 
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ferving  how  uniformly  all  thofe  who  are  em- 
ployed by  the  * ^ * * miniftry,  and  all  fuch 
as  have  imbibed  their  principles,  fpeak  of  the 
Americans  with  ayerfion  and  contempt.  Such 
a difpofition  on  their  part  feems  as  little  likely 
to  furnilh  motives  that  fhould  render  palata- 
ble-the  late  treaty  of  amity  and  commerce,  as 
the  articles  of  the  treaty  itfelf. 

Since  the  revolution,  * ^ * * has  nomi- 
nated, for  her  confuls  in  the  United  States, 
Americans  who  had  been  profcribed  in  their 
native  country  for  having  taken  part  in  op- 
pofition  to  the  caufe  of  independence  ; fhe 
has  fent  thither,  as  her  minifters,  men  the 
moft  violent  in  their  opinions,  and  in  their 
difcourfes  againft  the  American  nation.  In 
the  midft  of  peace  fhe  feizes  her  fhips,  and 
prefles  her  failors  ; fhe  renews  thefe  outrages 
with  additional  violence  at  the  very  moment 
of  concluding  the  treaty  of  alliance  ; and  the 
American  government  teftifies  no  refentment 
of  fuch  proceedings.  When  we  fee,  as  is 
the  cafe  at  the  prefent  period,  that  morality 
and  honefty  are  utterly  disregarded  in  poli- 
tics, it  is  eafy  to  account  for  the  conduct  of 
g 2 * * * * 
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* *r  * * in  this  particular  ; but  that  of  the 
American  rulers  is  wholly  unaccountable. 

In  failing  out  of  Charlefton-Bay,  we  crofted 
the  bar  by  the  north  paffage,  near  Sullivan’s 
Illand  : this  is  the  narrowed  and  fhalloweft 
of  all  the  paffages  ; but  it  was  more  than 
Sufficiently  deep  for  our  purpofe  : we  had  a 
\good  pilot  on  board  : and  thus  with  perfect 
fafety  we  abridged  our  courfe  by  a dozen  of 
miles.  A few  days  before,  a fhip  from  Jar 
maica,  a valuable  prize  taken  by  a French 
privateer,  had  been  loft  through  the  mif- 
management  of  a drunken  pilot,  who  ran 
her  aground  in  conducing  her  through  the 
middle  paffagç,  which  is  the  deepeft  of  all. 
The  nature  of  the  land  which  compofes  the 
bank  is  fuck,  that  in  a few  hours,  it  fwallows 
up  whatever  touches  upon  it,  and  that  thç 
fliip  in  queftion,  from  which  only  a few  bales 
of  coffee  could  be  faved,  totally  difappeared  ir* 
twelve  hours,  hull  and  mads,  fo  that  not  $ 
veftige  of  her  was  any  longer  to  be  dis- 
covered. 

entrance; 
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ENTRANCE  INTO  ELIZABETH-RIVER. 

Thole  Veflels  which,  as  was  the  cafe  with 
ours,  are  bound  for  Norfolk,  fleer  to  the  left 
after  they  have  palfed  between  Cape  Henry 
and  Cape  Charles,  which  form  the  entrance 
of  the  Chefapeak.  On  Cape  Henry  is  erect- 
ed a fort  which  is  feen  from  a great  diftance. 
Behind  it,  and  oppofite  to  the  entrance  of 
this  vaft  bay,  and  a little  to  the  left,  is  Hamp- 
ton-Road.  We  approached  within  fight  of 
it  in  order  to  gain  Elizabeth-River,  after 
having  palfed  by  the  mouths  of  James  and 
Nanfemond  Rivers. 

STATE  OF  VIRGINIA.— NORFOLK  AND 
PORTSMOUTH. 

Norfolk  is  built  on  Elizabeth-River,  at 
nine  miles  from  the  fpot  where  it  difeharges  ' 
its  waters  into  the  bay.  In  the  intervening 
fpace  there  are  few  houfes,  and  thofe  few  al» 
moll  all  prefent  a wretched  appearance.  An 
almoft  uninterrupted  fucceflion  of  pines  are 
the  only  objed  which  meets  the  voyager’s 

B 4 eye. 
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eye.  Erancy  Xfland  lies  nearly  in  the  middle 
of  the  river  at  a fhort  diftance  above  its 
mouth.  Two  points  of  land,  which  ap- 
proach within  a quarter  of  a mile  of  each 
other  in  front  of  Norfolk,  are  ftrengthened 
with  forts  which  are  capable  of  fuccefsfully 
defending  the  entrance.  That  on  the  Norfolk 
fide  is  in  better  condition  than  the  other, 
which,  however,  might  be  fpeedily  repaired, 
and  at  no  great  expence. 

The  town  of  Norfolk  was  entirely  burned 
at  the' commencement  of  the  war,  by  order 
of  Lord  Dunmore,  who  was  at  that  time  go- 
vernor of  Virginia  for  the  king  of  England. 
Not  a fmgle  houfe  remained  ftanding  : and 
the  damage  was  eftimated  at  à million  and  half 
of  dollars.  The  Englifh  who  now  inhabit 
the  town,  aihamed  of  that  aâ  of  barbarity, 
affert  that  Lord  Dunmore  gave  orders  only 
for  the  burning  of  the  w/rehoufës  on  the 
wharfs,  for  the-purpofe -of  facilitating  the  de- 
fence of  the  place,  and  that  it  was  the  Ame- 
ricans themfelves  who  burned  the  remainder 
of  the  town  by  order  of  the  committee  of 
fafetÿ  ofthe  legiflature  of  Virginia.  It  is  not 
forgotten  how  a few;  years  ago  the  Jacobins 
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in  France  faid  that  the  ariflocrats  were  them- 
felves  the  perfons  who  fet  fire  to  their  own 
chateaux . Party-animofity  prompts  men  to 
advance  the  grofieft  abfurdities,  and  caufes 
them  to  be  belie ved  even  by  thofe  who  re- 
late them. — Mankind  are  every  where  the 
fame  : — an  obfervation,  of  which  the  truth  is 
univerfally  acknowledged. 

Portfmouth,  a fmall  aflemblage  of  houfes 
on  the  oppofite  fide  of  the  river,  did  not 
fhare  in  the  conflagration  of  Norfolk.  From 
its  fituation  it  feemed . entitled  to  exped  all 
the  commerce  of  Elizabeth-River  : at  its 
quays  the  greateft  depth  of  water  is  found  : 
at  the  higheft  tides,  it  is  there  twelve  feet 
deep,  whereas  it  is  only  fix  at  Norfolk  : the 
pump-water  at  the  former  place  is  not  brack- 
ifn,  as  at  the  latter:  the  foil  on  which  the 
town  is  built  is  more  dry,  and  the  air  more 
falubrious.  But,  at  the  conclufion  of  the 
peace,  the  inhabitants  being  incenfed  againft 
the  Englifh,  refufed  to  admit  any  merchant 
Gf  that  nation,  or  any  new-comer  whofe 
political  principles  were  liable  to  fufpicion. 
To  this  rancorous  difpofition  was  attributed 
a political  motive  of  a lefs  generous  kind — 
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an  apprehenfion  on  the  part  of  the  American 
merchants  who  had  remained  at  Portfmouth, 
left  the  new  traders  who  might  come  to  fettle 
among  them,  ftiould,  by  the  advantage  of 
bringing  in  greater  capitals  than  they  them- 
feives  poffeffed,  be  enabled  to  outdo  them  in 
the  line  of  commerce. 

However  this  may  be,  the  confequence  has 
been,  that  the  inhabitants  have  removed  to 
the  oppoftte  fide  ; that  Norfolk  has  been  re- 
built, and  that  its  trade  is  twenty  times  more 
confiderable  than  that  of  Portfmouth  : nay, 
the  few  merchants  who  ftill  refide  in  the  lat- 
ter town,  purchafe  at  Norfolk  almoft  all  the 
articles  that  conftitute  their  cargoes,  and  fome 
of  them  even  have  their  compting-houfes 
there. 

Portfmouth,  ■ which,  in  a very  great  fpace, 
contains  at  prefent  only  about  a hundred 
homes,  and  whole  ftreets  run  in  very  ftraight 
lines,  wears  the  appearance  rather  of  a town  * 
recently  traced  out  than  of  one  already  built. 

A fmall  market  is  held  there,  but  it  is  in- 
differently fupplied  : there  is  alfo  an  epifco- 
palian  church,  a tolerably  handfome  building, 
in  which,  as  in  all  the  churches  of  Georgia; 

Carolina* 
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Carolina,  and  Virginia,  a peculiar  ftation  is 
allotted  to  the  negroes,  who  are  not  allowed 
to  mingle  with  the  whites. 

At  the  clofe  of  the  year  eighty-three  there 
were  not  yet  twelve  houfes  rebuilt  at  Nor- 
folk : at  prefent  the  number  is  between  feven 
and  eight  hundred.  It  is  one  of  the  uglieft, 
moft  irregular,  and  moft  filthy  towns  that 
can  any- where  be  found.  The  houfes  are 
low  and  unfightly,  almoft  all  conftrufted  of 
wood,  and  erefted  without  any  attention  to 
make  them  regularly  line  with  each  other  ; 
not  twenty  of  them  are  built  of  brick.  The 
ftreets  are  unpaved  : the  town  is-  furrounded 
hy  fwamps:  the  naftinefs  and  ftench  which 
prevail  in  it  are  exceffive,and  add  to  the  na- 
tural infalubrity  of  the  fituation,  and  of  the 
climate  which  is  extremely  hot.  The  magi- 
ftrates,  it  is  faid,  have  fometimes  attempted 
to  introduce  into  the  place  a greater  degree 
of  order,  and  efpecially  of  cleanlinefs  : but 
thefe  regulations  have  not  been  attended  to  ; 
and  nobody  is  any  longer  willing  to  a£t  as 
magiftrâte. 

From  thefe  concurrent  fources  of  unhealthi- 
nefs  it  refaits  that  difeafes  are  habitual  at 

Norfolk 
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Norfolk  in  fummer  and  autumn,  and  that 
malignant  epidemics  are  there  frequent.  Laft 
year  the  yellow  fever  is  faid  to  have  carried 
off  there  five  hundred  perfons  from  a popu- 
lation of  four  thoufand.  Three  hundred  died 
at  the  time  the  diftemper  prevailed  ; the 
others  fell  vidims  to  its  confequences.  The 
inhabitants  of  Norfolk,  even  thofe  among 
them  who  are  the  moft  opulent,  fancy  that 
the  ufe  of  wine  and  ftrong  liquors  furnifhes 
them  with  a prefervative  againfl  the  infalu- 
brity  of  the  climate  ; and  they  make  liberal 
ufe  of  the  remedy.  Previous  to  the  war,  the 
town  is  faid  to  have  contained  eight  thou- 
fand inhabitants. 

Norfolk  carries  on  a confiderable  trade 
with  Europe,  the  Antilles,  and  the  Northern 
fiâtes.  Her  exports  are  wheat,  flour,  In- 
dian com,  timber  of  every  kind,  particularly 
planks,  ftaves,  and  fhingles,  fait  meat  and 
fifh,  iron,  lead,  flax-feed,  tobacco,  tar,  tur-  * 
pentine,  hemp.  All  thefe  articles  are  the 
produce  of  Virginia,  or  of  North -Carolina, 
which  latter  fiate,  having  no  fea-ports,  or 
none  that  are  good,  makes  her  exportations 
principally  through  thofe  of  Virginia. 

Norfolk 
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Norfolk  is  the  only  port  for  the  fouthem 
part  of  this  extenfive  flate  : for,  as  no  veffels 
above  the  burden  of  a hundred  or  a hundred 
and  twenty  tons  can  go  up  to  Peterfburg  or 
Richmond,  the  produce  of  the  back  country 
which  is  brought  to  thofe  places  by  land, 
is  for  the  moll  part  fent  down  in  lighters  to 
Norfolk,  whence  it  is  exported.  Thus,  this 
port  almoft  fingly  carries  on  all  the  commerce 
of  that  part  of  Virginia  which  lies  fouth  of 
the  Rappahannoc,  and  of  North- Carolina 
far  beyond  the  Roanoke. 

They  are  at  prefent  forming  a canal,  which, 
paffing  through  the  Difmal-Swamp,  is  to 
unite  the  waters  of  the  fouth  branch  of  Eliza- 
beth-River,  or  rather  of  Dup-Creek which  falls 
into  it,  with  Albemarle-Sound,  by  the  river 
Pafkotank,  and  which  will  thus  confiderably 
fhorten  and  facilitate  the  communication  be- 
tween North-Carolina  and  Norfolk.  This 
canal,  to  which  the  two  legiflatures  of  North- 
Carolina  and  Virginia  have  feverally  given 
their  fancftion,  is  carried  on  by  fubfcription  : 
it  is  three  years  fmce  it  was  begun  ; and  in 
three  years  more  it  is  expected  to  be  finifhed. 
It  is  to  be  twenty-eight  miles  in  length,  and 

to 
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to  run  through  a foil  which  is  faid  to  be  very 
favourable  for  the  purpofe,  and  eafily  worked* 
Five  miles  of  it  are  already  dug  on  the  Vir- 
ginia fide,  which  I examined  with  fome  care, 
and  thought  very  well  executed  : the  fame 
length  is  alfo  dug  on  the  fide  of  North-Caro- 
lina.  The  Difmal-Swamp  has  lefs  folidity 
than  any  other  which  I have  ever  yet  feen  : 
but  the  earth  which  is  dug  for  the  paflage  of 
the  canal,  hardens  in  the  air,  and  makes  an 
excellent  dike. 

What'muft  appear  very  furprizing,  is,  that, 
for  this  canal  which  already  feems  in  fuch  a 
ftate  of  forwardnefs,  no  levels  have  been 
taken.  It  is  not  yet  known  what  number  of 
locks  may  be  ùeceffary,  and  even  whether  any 
will  be  requifite  : confequently  it  is  impoffible 
to  afcertain  what  may  be  the  expence  of  com- 
pleting it,  cr  even  whether  the  fuccefs  of  the 
undertaking  can  be  depended  on.  It  is  thus 
almoft  all  the  public  works  are  carried  on  in 
America,  where  there  is  a total  want  of  men 
of  talents  in  the  arts,  and  where  fo  many 
able  men,  who  are  perhaps  at  this  moment 
unemployed  in  Europe,  might  to  a certainty 
make  their  fortunes  at  the  fame  time  that 

they 
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they  were  rendering  effential  fervice  to  the 
country. 

The  exportations  from  Norfolk  amounted, 
in  l/Ql,  to  1,028,789  dollars — in  1792,  to 
1,147,414 — in  1793,  to  1,045,525 — in  1794, 
to  1,087,194 — in  1795,  to  1,934,827 — and 
already  to  1,088,105  dollars  for  the  firft 
quarter  of  the  current  year  (179O).  When 
we  confider  the  increafe  in  the  exports  for 
fome  years  back,  we  muft  recoiled  that  the 
difference  is  much  more  confiderable  in  the 
value  than  in  the  quantity.  The  neceffities 
of  Europe  have  more  than  doubled  the  price  : 
and  although  it  be  certainly  a fad:  that  the 
clearing  of  new  grounds  augments  the  quan- 
tum of  produce,  that  augmentation  bears  no 
proportion  to  the  difference  of  value  prefented 
by  the  tables  for  three  years  back,  feat  in 
from  the  different  cuftom-houfes.  bn  giving 
a combined  view  of  the  details  of  the  export- 
ation of  the  three  principal  articles  of  the 
produce  of  the  country  for  the  laft  five  years, 
I furnifh  an  additional  proof  of  my  affertion. 
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cents,  rofe  in  1795  to  nine  dollars  and  thirty-five  cents  ; and  that  Indian 
Corn,  which,  is  an  article  of  only  fecondary  demand,  was  at  thirty-feven 

cents 


cents  the  bufhel  in  1791*  at  fifty-four  in  17Q2*  at  fixty-one  in  ] 79 tr,  at 
fifty-one  in  1 7QÀ,  and  at  fixty-fix  in  1795. 

The  comparative  table  of  the  prices  of  timber  for  the  five  preceding 
years  exhibits  the  fame  augmentation  of  price. 
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With  refpedl  to  the  naval  flores,  as  they  confift  of  various  articles  ex- 
tremely different  in,  value,  and  as  I am  not  furnifhed  with  the  particulars. 
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I cannot  fubjeCt  the  amount  of  the  general 
eftimates  to  the  fame  companion  as  thofe  of 
the  wheat,  Indian  corn,  and  timber. 

Exclufive  of  the  flour  exported  from  Nor- 
folk, there  is  drawn  from  the  ftate,  through 
that  and  other  ports,  a great  quantity  of 
wheat,  which  is  taken  by  the  merchants  of 
Philadelphia  and  New-York,  or  the  millers 
of  Brandi  wine,  who  manufacture  it  into  flour 
which  they  export  to  Europe.  Good  mills 
are  no(t  very  common  in  Virginia  ; and  the 
want  of  capitals  to  ereCt  a fufficient  number 
of  them  does  not  allow  the  Virginians  to  en- 
joy the  great  advantages  arifing  from  the 
manufacture  of  flour,  which  they  have 
hitherto  refigned  to  the  other  liâtes.  The 
high  price  of  wheat  this  year,  and  the  hope 
that  it.  would  rife  flill  higher,  have  kept  in 
Virginia  a conliderable  quantity  of  that  com- 
modity : and,  in  confequence  of  this  fpecula-^ 
tion,  which- the  prefent  ftate  of  the  market 
fhews  to  have  been  ill-founded,  the  planters 
and  the  millers  have  on  hand  a greater  ftock 
of  the  article  than  they  have  ever  had  in  the 
preceding  years  at  the  fame  feafon. 

The  fame  is  the  cafe  with  refpeCl:  to  the 
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tonnage  of  the  different  American  ports  ; its 
increafe  is  in  great  meafure  owing  to  the  cir- 
cumftances  of  the  war,  which  render  the 
American  bottoms  the  only  vehicles  that  af- 
ford any  tolerable  fecurity  for  the  tranfporta- 
tion  of  thofe  articles  of  American  produce  of 
which  Europe  and  the  colonies  Hand  in  need* 
and  confine  in  their  own  ports  the  merchant 
£hips  of  France,  England,  Holland,  &c.  until 
the  return  of  peace.  Ten  years  ago,  Norfolk 
could  not  reckon  ten  large  veflels  of  her 
own  ; whereas  at  prefent  fhe  pofieffes  fifty  of 
that  defcription,  exclufive  of  fifty  others  of 
fmaller  fize  particularly  employed  in  the  trade 
to  the  Weft- Indies.  Under  the  name  of  Nor- 
folk are  to  be  underftood  Norfolk  and  Portf- 
mouth;  for  thofe  two  places,  though  otherwife 
diftindt,  conftitute  but  a fingle  port  of  entry, 
and  are  both  fubjedl  to  the  fame  cuftom- 
houfe.  The  prefent  tonnage  of  Norfolk  is 
15,507  tons,  exclufive  of  the  veflels  employed 
in  the  coafting  trade. 

The  danger  of  fimiggling  which  might  be 
carried  on  by  veflels  coming  from  foreign 
countries,  and  difcharging  their  cargoes  in 
James  or  York- River,  induced  the  congrefs 
C 2 to 
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to  enaft  a law  prohibiting  veffels  bound  to 
Richmond,  Peterfburg,  or  York-Town,  from 
entering  thofe  rivers  without  having  on  board 
a cuftom-houfe- officer,  whom  the  captain 
comes  or  fends  for  to  Norfolk.  This  pre- 
caution, which  operates  as  a partial  check  on 
that  illicit  trade,  does  not  however  entirely 
reprefs  it  ; and  I have  been  affured  that  it  is 
carried  on  to  a confiderable  amount  along 
the  ffiores  of  the  Chefapeak,  notwithftanding 
the  vigilance  of  two  finall  veffels  belonging  to 
the  government  of  the  Union,  which  are  con- 
ftantly  cruifmg  with  a view  to  prevent  it. 

The  exportation  of  tobacco  from  Norfolk 
has,  by  the  diminution  of  the  culture  of  that 
article  in  Virginia,  been  reduced  above  one 
third  within  the  1 aft  five. years.  In  1793,  it 
amounted  to  1 5,002  hôgffieads — in  1 ?Q-1 , to 
1 1,052- — and  in  1795,  to  9,908.  I have  not 
been  able  to  procure  an  accurate  ftatement  of 
the  quantities  exported  in  1 7Q 1 and  1792.' 

Many  Englifh  commercial  houfes  are  ef- 
tablifhed  at  Norfolk;  and  the  merchants. of 
that  nation  hate  the  Americans  here  as  well 
as  throughout  almoft  the  whole  of  the  United 
States.  They  break  out  into  invectives*  and 

are 
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are  lavifh  of  contemptuous  expreffions,  againft 
the  country  which  enriches  them.  We  ought 
never  to  wonder  at  the  effects  of  prejudice 
and  paffion  : yet,  in  order  to  account  for  this 
prepofterous  conduct it  is  neceffary  to  re- 
coiled: that  the  generality  of  thofe  merchants, 
who  are  but  the  agents  of  different  houles  in 
England,  are  men  utterly  deftitute  of  educa- 
tion : for  the  better  fort  of  Englifh  merchants, 
eftablifhed  in  America  are  not  guilty  of  fuck 
blameable  eondud. 

The  animofity  of  the  Engtifli  merchants 
redding  at  Norfolk  is  further  exalperated  by 
the  prefence  of  a eonful  who  is  a native  of 
America,  a loyalift,  who  bore  arms  againft 
his  country  during  the  war  between  the  co- 
lonies and  Britain,  and  who,  in  addition  to 
the  politics  of  the  Britifh  cabinet,  feels  the 
fpur  of  perfonal  refentment  for  the  confif- 
cations  he  has  fuffered.  Public  opinion  how- 
ever is  unanimous  in  his  favour  with  refped 
to  his  eondud  in  the  war,  which  was  very 
different  from  that  of  feveral  officers  who  fb 
ftrikingly  derogated  from  the  honourable 
charader  which  the  Englifh  nation  is  gene- 
rally allowed  to  poffefs. 
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This  year  England  procured  from  Vir-, 
ginia  a number  of  horfes  to  mount  the  ca- 
valry which  Aie  propofed  to  fend  to  the 
French  iilands  ; and  thofe  fupplies,  which  at 
every  former  period  had  always  been  con- 
fidered  as  warlike  flores,  were  by  the  Ame- 
rican miniflry  accounted  ordinary  merchant 
dize  : confequently  their  exportation  was  au- 
thorized by  law,  notwithftanding  the  remon- 
ftrances  of  the  French  conful.  But  fortune 
has  not  proved  fo  favourable  to  the  Britifh 
plans  ,as  the  council  of  the  United  States  : 
for,  of  four  hundred  horfes  already  {hipped 
off,  only  one  hundred  and  fifty  lived  to  reach 
the  place  of  their  deftination,  and  arrived 
there  in  bad  condition.  A veffel  which  had 
about  a hundred  on  board  did  not  preferve  a 
Angle  one  of,  the  number.  The  precautions, 
taken  for  the  tranfportation  of  three  hundred 
more  that  yet  remain  at  Norfolk,  being  the 
fame  as  thofe  adopted  with  refpedfl  to  the 
former,  the  fame  refult  muft  inevitably  enfue; 
and  the  fame  will  probably  be  the  fate  of  five 
hundred  others  now  purchafing  in  North- 
Carolina. 

If  the  circle  of  Englifh  merchants  and  the 
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creatures  of  the  conful  at  Norfolk  indulge  in 
angry  inventive  againfl:  the  Americans  and 
the  party  attached  to  France,  the  merchants 
and  other  members  of  the  community  who 
have  embraced  the  contrary  party,  fupport 
with  equal  warmth  : fo  that  nought  but  divi- 
sion reigns  at  Norfolk  in  confequence.  But 
the  prevailing  opinion  there  is  in  favour  of 
the  French.  This  warmth  of  animofity,  as 
much  as  the  unhealthinefs  of  the  climate, 
retards  the  increafe  of  Norfolk,  where  few 
new  merchants  come  to  fettle,  notwkhftand- 
ing  its  advantageous  fituation  for  commerce. 
It  cannot  however  be  doubted  that  the  temp- 
tation held  out  by  the  hope  of  making  a for- 
tune will  fooner  or  later  counterbalance  thofe 
inconveniences,  as  it  has,  in  the  cafe  of  thofe 
merchants  who  are  already  fettled  there,  pre- 
vailed over  the  probability  of  difeafes. — I 
have  every-where  heard  the  Prefident  of  the 
United  States  mentioned  with  great  refpeâ:. 

In  all  Virginia  there  is  but  a fmgle  bank 
eftablifhed— that  of  Alexandria,  which  con- 
fequently  affords  to  the  commerce  of  Norfolk 
no  other  aid  than  that  of  its  paper,  which  in 
every  part  of  the  ftate  is  accepted  as  cafh, 
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when  mdorfed  with  a good  name.  In  Nor* 
folk  there  are  not  many  opulent  houfes,  very 
few  whofe  commercial  enterprizes  are  of  con-* 
fiderable  magnitude,  but  feveral  that  carry 
on  trade  to  a more  limited  extent. 

Agriculture  cap  hardly  be  hud  to  exift  in 
Norfolk  County,  or  in  that  of  Princefs  Ann, 
which  borders  on  it.  Thefe  two  counties  do 
indeed  produce  fome  Indian  corn  : but  the 
. lands  would,  from  their  nature,  require  great 
attention  and  labour  to  render  them  produc- 
tive of  good  crops,  efpeçially  along  the  bor- 
ders of  the  Çhefapeak  and  the  fea-coaft. 
The  landed  property  is  much  divided;  and 
the  inhabitants,  who  in  general  are  not  in  very 
eafy  cirçumftances,  devote  themfelves  rather 
to  the  felling  of  timber  than  to  the  cultivation 
of  the  foil.  Scarcely  does  the  fize  of  their 
gardens  exceed  half  a fcqre  perches  : they 
cut  down  trees  on  their  own  lands  and 
1 wherever  ejfe  they  find  them  of  any  value  ; 
and  they  fquander  their  whole  earnings  on 
ftrong  liquors,  as  is  the  practice  with  all  thole, 
who  lead  that  kind  of  life.  Yet  they  are  in 
the  habit  of  gaining  above  a dollar  per  day, 
Reduction  being  made  for  the  conveyance  of 
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the  timber  to  the  river- fide  ; and  the  expence 
of  this  tranfportation  is  about  one  half  of  the 
value  of  the  article  thus  tranfported.  This 
timber  is  purchafed  by  merchants  at  Norfolk, 
who  derive  a confiderable  profit  either  from 
the  employment  or  relaie  of  it. 

The  plantations  in  the  interior  parts  of  thefe 
counties,  being  lomewhat  better  cultivated 
than  the  borders  of  the  fea  or  of  the  rivers, 
furnilh  the  Norfolk  market  with  fait  beef  and 
pork  in  fuffiçient  quantity  even  for  exporta- 
tion. 

In  all  thefe  parts,  land  is  fold  at  from  fix 
to  feven  dollars  per  acre  ; and  often  the  value 
. of  the  timber  which  it  offers  for  the  axe 
amounts  to  four  or  five  times  the  price  of  the 
original  pur  chafe. 

From  eighty  to  ninety  veffels  of  different 
dimenfions  are  annually  built  at  Norfolk. 
The  price  of  building  is,  for  the  hull  on 
coming  from  the  hands  of  the  carpenter, 
twenty- four  dollars  per  ton  forthofe  of  above 
a hundred  and  twenty  tons.  Ready  for  fea, 
they  eoft  from  forty-feven  to  fifty  dollars  per 
ton.  The  prices  have  rifen  above  one  fourth 
during  the  Jaft  three  years*  The  fhipwright’s 
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wages  are  two  dollars  and  three  quarters  per 
day.— Veflels  of  inferior  dimenfions  are  much 
cheaper.  A confiderable  number  of  them  are 
fold  at  Philadelphia,  and  to  great  advantage. 
— -Thefe  fmall  veflels  are  conftruCted  for  quick 
failing  : but  this  port,  in  common  with  almoft 
all  thofe  of  the  Chefapeak,  labours  under  the 
inconvenience  of  worms  which  attack  the  ve£- 
fels  from  June  to  September,  and  do  them 
material  injury. 

The  vieinity  of  Norfolk  is  abundantly  pro- 
ductive of  workmen  of  every  kind — of  failors, 
of  fea  captains— and  Virginia  is  not  in  this 
refpeCt  dependent  on  the  Northern  Hates,  as 
are  Carolina  and  Georgia.  There  is  at  Nor- 
folk a tolerably  good  fchool  for  boys,  but  it 
is  lately  eftablifhed  : it  is  what  is  commonly 
called  a gramtnar-fchool.  Forty  dollars  per 
annum  is  the  fum  paid  for  each  pupil.  There 
is  no  fchool  for  girls,  except  thole  where  they 
learn  to  read  ; and  fuch  parents  as  wifh  to  give 
their  daughters  any  further  education,  fend 
them  to  Williamfburg  or  Baltimore. 

The  courts  of  the  jullices  of  the  peace  for 
the  police  of  the  city  and  its  environs  are 
held  at  Norfolk  ; the  county-court  is  held  at 
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Suffolk,  another  town  about  eight  miles  (lif- 
tant from  the  former.  The  prifons  are  final!, 
and  ill  conducted  : there  is  no  w^lk  for  the 
prifoners  : they  are  fed  by  the  jailor,  who  re- 
ceives for  each  a fhilling  per  day. 

The  market  at  Norfolk  is  held  every  day, 
but  it  is  not  well  furniihed.  The  beef,  how- 
ever, is  better  here  than  at  Charlefton  : it 
coils  ten  pence  the  pound  ; mutton,  veal,  &c. 
a fhilling  ; flour,  fourteen  dollars  the  barrel. 
A common  workman  is  paid  a dollar  per  day* 
befides  his  board.  The  cord  of  fire-wood 
cofts  three  dollars  ; hickory-wood,  half  a dol- 
lar additional.  The  hire  of  a negro  is  from 
eight  to  ten  dollars  per  month.  The  medium 
rate  of  houfe-rent  is  two  hundred  and  thirty 
dollars.  The  price  of  lots  in  the  town  is  from 
nine  to  ten  dollars  the  foot  in  front,  on  a 
depth  of  feventy  feet.  Fifh  is  very  abundant 
in  the  river  and  the  bay.  The  Virginia  cur- 
rency is  fix  fhillings  to  the  dollar,  ten  dol- 
lars making  three  pounds. 

Mr.  Plume,  a native  of  Ireland,  an  aftive 
and  intelligent  man,  who  fettled  at  Norfolk 
before  the  American  war,  conduits  there  a 
tannery  and  rope-walk,  in  which  he  employs 
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as  workmen  his  own  negroes.  He  manufac- 
tures to  a large  amount,  furnifties  a great  part 
of  the  cordage  confumed  in  the  port,  and 
lends  his  leather  to  every  part  of  America. 
He  procures  almoft  all  his  hemp  from  the 
hack  parts  of  Virginia  ; the  remainder  he  de- 
rives from  Ruffia.  The  latter,  without  being 
ftronger  than  that  of  Virginia,  is  more  eafily 
wrought,  and  more  readily  receives  the  dreff- 
ing.  Thé  country  iupplies  Mr.  Plume  nearly 
with  all  the  hides  he  has  occafion  for:  he 
neverthelefs  gets  fome  from  the  heretofore 
Spanifh  part  of  Saint-Domingo. 

It  was  intended  that  Norfolk  Ihould  build 
one  of  the  fix  frigates  of  which  the  United 
States  had  determined  to  compofe  their  ma- 
rine : but,  fubfequent  confederations  having 
influenced  thé  Congrefs  to  adopt  the  refolu- 
rion  of  reducing  the  number  to  three  mftead 
of  fix  that  were  voted  two  years  ago,  the 
other  three  frigates  have  been  countermanded. 
That  which  was  to  have  been  built  at  Nor- 
folk is  among  the  number  of  the  latter  : it 
was  begun  at  Gofport,  a finall  dependency 
of  Portfmouth,  where  there  are  dock-yards 
for  the  conftrudio-iv  of  the  largell  veilels.  I 
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have  feen  the  beginning  of  the  intended  con- 
ftru&ion  : only  the  keel  and  fome  of  the  prin- 
cipal ribs  are  put  together  : but  the  timber 
neceflary  for  completing  the  work  is  almoft 
entirely  collected  on  the  fpot,  where  it  lies 
without  workmen  and  without  protection- 
It  is  confidently  afferted  that  this  collection 
of  fine  timber,  which  has  not  been  procured 
without  conliderable  trouble,  and  efpecially 
an  enormous  expence,  is  going  to  be  fold.  It 
might,  one  would  think,  be  much  more  ad- 
vantageoufly  preferred  for  the  ufe  of  the 
United  States,  who  appear,  by  this  order  for 
its  tale,  diipofed  to  preclude  themfelves  from 
even  the  poflibility  of  reverting  to  their  for- 
mer refolution. 

The  communication  between  Norfolk  and 
Portfinouth  is  continual  : it  is  carried  on  by 
fix  row-boats  belonging  to  a company,  and 
by  three  fcows  in  which  horfes  and  carriages 
are  conveniently  ferried  over.  The  fare  for 
each  paflenger  is  one-fixteenth  of  a dollar: 
but,  on  paying  fix  dollars,  a perfon  may  be- 
come free  of  the  pafiage  for  twelve  months- 
Thefe  boats  are  managed  by  negroes  belong- 
ing to  the  company.  It  is  not  an  unintereft- 

ing 


3Ù  TRAVELS  THROUGH 

ing  obfervation  to  remarie  that  One  of  thofe 
negroes,  named  Semes,  aged  from  thirty  to 
five  and  thirty  years,  has  learned  to  read  and 
write  by  his  own  unaided  exertions.  His 
converfation  announces  folid  good  fenfe,  to- 
gether with  an  earneft  defire  of  inftru£tion  : 
and,  after  having  feen  him,  it  is  not  eafy  to 
adopt  the  opinion  of  thofe  who  refufe  to  aL 
low  the  negro  race  any  confiderable  portion 
of  intelleS:. 

All  the  country  about  Norfolk  is  level, 
without  any  elevation.  The  width  and  beau- 
tiful forms  of  Elizabeth-River — ‘the  little  town 
of  Portfmouth  on  the  oppofite  fhore- — the 
great  number  of  {hipping,  fome  at  anchor, 
feme  at  the  wharfs,  fome  under  repair,  fome 
building,  enliven  the  profped:,  and  render  it 
tolerably  pleafmg  : but,  without  thefe  aceef- 
faries,  it  would  be  dull  and  infipid.  The  na- 
vigation of  fifteen  miles,  which  muft  be  per- 
formed in  order  to  reach  the  beginning  of 
the  Difmal-Swamp  canal,  lies  through  a 
Country  equally  flat,  where  the  houfes  are 
thinly  fcattered,  fmall  and  mean  in  appearance, 
and  fituate  each  in  the  centre  of  a fmall  patch 
of  cleared  ground  not  exceeding  two  or  three 

acres. 
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acres.  All  along  Elizabeth  River  and  the 
creeks  which  flow  into  it,  are  built  great  num- 
bers of  fmall  veffels,  which  are  almoft  all  in- 
tended for  fale  at  Philadelphia. 

The  temperature  of  the  air  at  Norfolk  is 
conftantly  variable,  as  is  the  cafe  in  many 
other  parts  of  America.  It  frequently  hap- 
pens that  in  the  fame  day  the  diverfity  of 
two  or  three  feafons  is  experienced.  The 
eafterly  and  north-eafterly  winds  render  the 
weather  cold  even  in  fummer  : from  every 
other  point  the  wind  is  accompanied  with 
burning  heat.  At  Norfolk,  as  in  almoft  every 
other  part  of  America,  fpring  is  unknown. 
The  heat  begins  to  be  felt  at  an  early  fea« 
fon  ; and  at  the  commencement  of  April, 
peafe,  beans,  thorn-bufhes,  and  even  rofe- 
trees,  are  in  bloom. 

In  every  part  of  America  through  which 
I have  hitherto  travelled,  the  obliging  civilities 
I have  experienced  have  invariably  proved 
how  falfe  and  groundlefs  are  thofe  prejudices 
which  the  French  and  Englifh  fo  obftinately 
entertain  to  the  difadvantage  of  the  Americans. 
Were  I in  this  inftance  to  form  my  ideas 
from  my  own  perfonal  experience  alone,  they 

alfo 
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alfo  might  in  like  manner  be  branded  with 
the  appellation  of  prejudice  : but  I have  found 
my  opinion  corroborated  by  that  of  every  tra- 
veller whom  I have  had  an  opportunity  of 
feeing,  and  who  thought  proper  to  judge  for 
himfelf,  uninfluenced  by  partiality.  The 
friendly  reception  given  to  travellers  in  Ame- 
rica, efpecially  by  thofe  to  whom  they  come 
recommended,  is  not  confined  to  a dinner — 
the  ufual  return  for  letters  of  introduction  : 
it  is  common  to  meet  men,  even  men  of  little 
leifure,  who  devote  to  you  as  great  a por- 
tion of  their  time  as  you  think  proper  to 
engrofs — who  feek  for  the  means  of  rendering 
your  flay  agreeable — and  this  without  com- 
pliment, with  an  appearance  of  fincerity  and 
fatisfaCtion  which  faves  you  from  being  em- 
barrafied  by  their  complaifance,  and  makes 
you  feel  it  each  moment  more  and  more 
agreeable.  As  to  me,  who  think  myfelf  by 
no  means  addicted  to  exaggeration,  and  who 
am  far  from  being  an  admirer  of  every  thing 
I fee  in  America,  I confefs  that  I feldom  quit 
a place  where  I have  made  any  flay,  without 
thinking  and  acknowledging,  myfelf  bound  to 
entertain  a fenfe  of  gratitude,  of  which  I carry 

away 
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away  with  me  a refolution  of  fooner  or  later 
proving  the  fincerity.  Major  William  Lind- 
fey,  Commiffioner  of  the  Cuflom-houfe,  is,  of 
all  the  inhabitants  of  Norfolk,  the  individual 
with  whom  I have  the  moft  particular  reafon 
to  be  fatisfied.  He  is  a man  recommended 
by  fimplicity  of  manners  and  goodnefs  of 
heart,  and  is  held  in  univerfal  efteem.  I am 
perfonally  indebted  to  him  for  information 
on  a variety  of  fubjeds  ; and  to  his  amiable 
difpofition  toward  me  I am  further  indebted 
for  the  opportunities  of  acquiring  fuch  inform- 
ation as  he  could  not  bimfelf  furnifh  me 
with. 

V.  * - 

There  are  three  churches  in  Norfolk  : one, 
Proteftant-epifcopalian,  which,  like  all  the 
others  of  that  fed  in  Virginia,  is  fubjed  to 
the  infpedion  of  the  Bifhop  of  Williamfburg: 
another  belongs  to  the  Roman  Catholics,  and 
the  clergyman  derives  his  powers  from  Mr. 
jCarrol,  Bifhop  of  Maryland  : the  third  is  a 
Methodift  church,  in  wdiich,  as  in  all  others 
of  that  denomination,  there  is  an  abundance  of 
grimaces,  howlings,  and  contortions. 

To  the  port  of  Norfolk,  above  any  other 
in  the  United  States,  came  the  greateft  num- 
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her  of  colonifts  efcaped  from  Saint-Domingo 
at  the  commencement  of  their  troubles.  The 
principal  caufe  of  that  choice  was  the  cir- 
cumftance  that  the  convoy  which  failed  from 
Cape  Français  after  the  conflagration  of  the 
town,  put  into  Hampton -Road.  Norfolk 

ties  twenty  miles  from  the  road:  and  the 
warmth  of  the  climate,  the  flavery  of  the 
negroes  which  left  it  in  the  power  of  the  re- 
fugee colonifts  to  employ  thofe.  whom  they 
had  been  able  to  bring  off  with  them,  and 
the  kind  reception  which  the  inhabitants 
gave  to  the  ill-fated  fugitives*  fixed  them  on 
the  fpot.  Private  fubfcriptions  raifed  in  all 
the  towns  of  Virginia*  together  with  further 
fums  voted  by  the . ft  ate  legiflature  and  by 
Congrefs,  afforded  the  unfortunate  French 
inconteftable  proofs  of  the  benevolence  and 
generofity  of  the  Americans.  The  people  of 
Norfolk  fhowed  themfelves  very  warm  ad- 
vocates of  the  French  caufe  ; and,  among 
feveral  teftimonies  which  they  difplayed  of 
that  difpofitlon,  the  following  deferves  to  be 
quoted.  The  French  convoy  was  preparing 
to  quit  the  Chefapeak  in  order  to  proceed  to 
the  northern  part  of  America  : a report  was 

circulated; 
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circulated  that  the  friends  of  * * * * intended 
to  fend  a pilot-boat  to  Halifax  to  give  intel- 
ligence of  their  departure  to  the  Englifh  fleet  ; 
and  that  very  night  all  the  pilot-boats  were 
unrigged. 

The  number  of  French  refident  at  Norfolk 
has  confiderably  diminifhed.  They  have  dif- 
perfed  through  the  other' parts  of  America, 
where  there  is  hardly  a town  that  does  not 
reckon  fome  of  their  number  among  its  inha- 
bitants. 

I had  great  pleafure  in  meeting  at  Norfolk 
my  friend  Monfieur  Ouillemard  whom  I had 
left  fick  at  Philadelphia  ; but  we  are  once 
more  to  feparate,  and  to  meet  again  at  Rich- 
mond, 

HAMPTON. 

A wherry,  employed  in  tranfporting  the 
mail  from  Norfolk  to  Hampton,  whence  it  is 
forwarded  by  land  to  Richmond,  is  the  ufuai 
conveyance  for  paflengers  who  intend  to  pur- 
fue  that  route.  In  good  weather,  the  paflage, 
which  is  about  eighteen  miles,  is  performed 
in  two  hours  ; we  were  ten  hours  in  eroding, 
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for  want  of  wind  : and  as  the  tide  was  low 
when  we  arrived  at  Hampton,  on  the  fé- 
cond of  June,  our  negro  failors  miffed  the 
narrow  channel  which  leads  to  the  town,  and 
fo  completely  branded  us  on  a bar  which 
choaks  up  the  entrance  of  the  creek,  that  we  ^ 
were  obliged  to  gain  Hampton  in  a boat. 
This  place  is  a final!  village,  which  the  dif- 
cult  entrance  of  its  creek  will  prevent  from 
ever  becoming  more  confiderable. 

Hampton  is  the  only  place  where,  on  pro- 
ceeding from  Norfolk,  a perfon  can  debark 
who  propofes  to  travel  by  land  through  this 
part  of  Virginia.  The  arrival  of  the  Rich- 
mond fiage  three  times  a week,  and  the  re- 
fidence  of  a few  pilots  who  were  induced  to 
choofe  this  fpot  for  the  place  of  their  abode  * 
on  account  of  its  proximity  to  the  entrance 
of  the  Chefapeak,  give  to  this  petty  village 
fome  little  fhare  of.  adiyity,  though  indeed 
it  is  very  little.  The  inn  here  is  deteftable,  ' 
and  we  could  find  in  it  but  two  fmall  beds  to 
accommodate  five  paffengers  of  us  who  «ar- 
rived together.  It  is  faid  to  be  in  contem- 
plation to  ered  a more  convenient  one  : fo 
much  the  better  for  thofe  who  may  come  aft'er 
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us.  Fortunately  we  were  to  quit  this  abo- 
minable lodging  at  two  o’clock  in  the  morn- 
ing ; and  it  was  already  eleven  : hence  this 
uncomfortable  night  was  foon  paft  But  there 
was  not  a lingle  morfel  of  bread  to  be  ex- 
peded  previous  to  our  departure  ; and  I flood 
in  very  great  need  of  fome. 

Heretofore  there  was  a cuftom-houfe 
eflablifhed  at  Hampton.  The  exportations 
amounted,  in  1791,  to  1,393  dollars — in 
1792,  to  4,Q0 1 — in  1/93,  to  11,789— in 
1794,  to  41,947.  In  1795,  this  cuftom- 
houfe  was  united  with  that  of  Norfolk. 


YORK-TOWN. 

The  road  from  Hampton  to  Y ork-T own 
runs  all  along  through  woods.  The  patches 
of  cleared  land  are  yet  rare  and  inconfider- 
able  in  this  diftrid.  One  meets  however 
with  fome  fields  of  Indian  corn,  meadows, 
crops  of  rye.  Spots  of  feveral  acres  are  feen 
enclofed  with  fences,  which  are  even  fome- 
times  well  executed  by  means  of  a mound 
of  earth  a couple  of  feet  in  height,  forming 
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a kind  of  wall,  on  which  are  planted  ftakes 
that  are  afterwards  interwoven  with  pine- 
branches.  But  in  traverfmg  America  the 
traveller  cannot  refrain  from  alking  in  his 
own  mind  why  the  people  do  not  plant  quick 
hedges,  which  afford  a better  fecurity,  and 
are  at  the  fame  time  an  ornament  to  the  lands. 

The  foil,  in  the  whole  of  this  trad:,  ap- 
pears not  bad,  though  by  no  means  of  the 
firft  quality.  The  moft  common  trees  in 
the  woods  are  the  pine,  the  oak,  the  beech, 
and  the  hickory.  I have  feen  fome  of  con- 
fiderable  height.  The  country  is  flat.  The 
ground  however  is  thirty  feet  higher  than 
the  river  at  York-Town  : yet  the  road,  'with 
the  exception  of  two  or  three  fmall  riflings, 
has  to  the  view  all  the  inconveniences  of  an 
abfolutely  level  plain. 

York-Town  is  the  place  where  terminated 
the  American  war — where  the  French  effec- 
tually aided  the  Americans  to  fhake  off*  the 
yoke  of  England — and  where  Britifh  pride 
was  a fécond  time  feverely  humbled. 

I have  gone  over  the  part  of  the  country 
that  had  been  occupied  by  the  encampments 
and  the  works  of  the  allied  armies:  it  was  quite 
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familiar  to  me  from  the  plans  of  it  which  I 
had  often  examined.  It  is  now  difficult  to 
difcover  any  vertiges  of  the  batteries,  of  the 
parallels,  even  of  the  two  redoubts  fo  bril- 
liantly carried  by  the  American  and  French 
grenadiers  under  the  command  of  Meffi'eurs 
de  la  Fayette  and  de  Viomefnil.  The  earth 
hks  preserved  the  traces  of  them  no  better  than 
many  American  heads  would  now  wiili  to 
retain  the  remembrance.  Some  of  the  Britilh 
intrenchments  in  front  of  the  town  are  more 
diftindly  recognizable.  But  the  only  really 
exifting  monument  of  that  memorable  liege  is 
General  Nelfon’s  houle,  the  mort  confiderable 
edifice  in  the  wffiole  town,  and  which,  until  a 
few  days  after  the  commencement  of  the  fiege, 
was  Lord  Cornwallis’s  head-quarters.  That 
great  houfe,  which  is  built  of  brick,  and 
which  at  that  period  had  been  recently  ereded, 
is  pierced  in  every  diredion  with  cannon- 
ffiot,  and  bomb-lhells  ; and  the  furrounding 
fpot  of  ground  every -where  difplays  ftrong 
traces  of  their  ravages.  That  houfe,  which 
General  Nelfon  negleded  to  have  fpeedily 
repaired  after  the  fiege,  has,  fince  his  death, 
devolved,  together  with  the  reft  of  his  pro- 
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perty,  to  his  three  fens  ; and  they  not  agree- 
ing as  to  the  difpofal  of  the  houfe,  it  remains 
unrepaired.  This  confequence  which  is  de- 
trimental to  the  interefts  of  his  family,  is,  in 
my  opinion,  very  advantageous  to  the  town, 
inafmuch  as  it  preferves  there  a curious  mo- 
nument of  an  event  which  proved  decifive 
in  favour  of  American  independence,  and 
which  at  any  period  would  be  honourable 
to  any  nation,  i^fter  the  furrender  of  York- 
Town,  the  Congrefs,  in  paffing  a vote  of 
thanks  to  the  American  and  French  armies 
which  had  thus  brought  the  war  to  a conclu- 
hon,  gave  orders  for  the  eredrion  of  a monu- 
ment to  perpetuate  the  memory  of  that 
tranfadtion.  The  monument  is  not  even  yet 
begun.  Such  negligence  is  inconceivable, 
fhameful,  and  unaccountable.  The  prefent 
dilpofition  of  the  American  government 
toward  England  does  not  admit  of  a fuppofi- 
tion  that  they  have  at  this  time  any  thought 
of  erecting  that  monument. 

York-Town,  where  we  arrived  on  the  third 
of  June,  does  not  prefent  any  other  objedt  of 
curiofity.  It  is  a fmall  and  tolerably  well 
built  village,  where  the  Englifh,  contrary  to 

their 
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their  ufual  pradice  during  the  American  war, 
deftroyed  no  houfes  except  fuch  as  impeded 
their  defence.  Its  population  confifts  of  eight 
hundred  perfons,  of  whom  two  thirds  are 
negroes.  It  is  agreeably  fituated,  commanding 
a fine  profpedi  of  the  majeftic  ftream  of  York- 
River,  which  Gloucefter-Poinj:,  that  lies  oppo- 
fite,  narrows  here  to  two  thirds  of  a mile, 
but  which  above  and  below  the  town  is  two 
miles  wide. 

York-Town  carries  on  no  trade:  but  the 
inhabitants  fay  that  forty  years  back  it  was 
the  emporium  of  all  Virginia.  It  fupplied 
with  European  commodities  all  the  drops  and 
flores  of  the  moil  diftant  towns  ; and  it  was 
the  port  where  the  planters,  who  at  that 
time  fold  their  tobacco  direâîy  to  the  Englifh 
merchants,  were  accuftomed  to  fhip  it.  Be- 
fore the  commencement  of  the  revolutionary 
war,  there  were  frill  fix  or  feven  {hips  annually- 
loaded  there  for  England.  Since  that  period 
its  commerce  has  been  uniformly  on  the  de- 
cline ; and  it  has  now  dwindled  to  nothing. 
Norfolk  and  Baltimore  export  all  the  produce 
of  York- River,  and  furnifh  the  town  with 
lîuropean  goods.  The  inhabitants  are  of 
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courfe  deftitute  of  employment  : fome  of  the 
number  retail  fpirituous  liquors  and  a few 
fluffs  : others  call  themfelves  lawyers  and 
juftices  of  the  peace.  In  general  they  have 
at  fome  diftance  from  the  town  fmall  farms 
to  which  they  every  morning  pay  a vifit. 
But  thefe  occupations  not  engroffing  much 
of  their  attention  or  their  time,  the  inhabi- 
tants of  York-Town,  who  live  together  on 
terms  of  the  greateft  harmony,  much  more 
afliduoufly  employ  both  the  one  and  the  other 
in  dining  together,  drinking  punch,  and  play- 
ing at  billiards.  To  give  a fome  what  higher 
zeft  to  this  monotonous  round  of  life,  they 
often  change  the  place  of  their  meetings. 

On  the  oppofite  fide  of  the  river,  in 
Gloucefter-County,  are  annually  built  a con- 
fiderable  number  of  veflels. 

York-Town  is  the  capital  of  York-County, 
which  contains  a population  of  about  fix  thou- 
fand  inhabitants,  of  whom  above  one  half 
are  flaves.  The  town,  notwithftanding  the 
decay  of  its  commerce,  has  a cuftom-houfe, 
to  which  are  fubjedl  feveral  little  ports  in 
the  vicinity.  The  value  of  its  exportations 
was  99,811  dollars  in  the  year  1791 — 154,406 

in 
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in  1/02—34,002  in  1/93— 7,5  70  in  Inl- 
and 3,000  in  1/05. 

I dined  with  the  greater  number  of  thofe 
who  compofe  the  fociety  of  York- Town,  at 
the  houfe  of  Mr.  Clarkfton,  to  whom  I had 
letters  of  introdudion.  Doctor  Griffin,  to 

whom  I had  alfo  a letter,  was  abfent  from 

\ 

town.  He  is  faid  to  be  a man  of  informa- 
tion. I found  in  Mr.  Clarkfton  and  all  the 
others  a very  obliging  difpofition,  a great 
defire  to  do  every  thing  which  they  could 
conceive  likely  to  prove  agreeable  to  me  ; 
in  fhort  I obferved  in  them  all  the  charac- 
terises of  an  honeft,  fimple,  . and  frank 
hofpitality.  Every  individual  v among  them 
preferves  an  honourable  remembrance  of  the 
French  troops,  on  account  of  their  exemplary 
condud  as  well  during  the  fiege  as  during  the 
fpace  of  fome  months  which  intervened  be- 
tween the  termination  of  the  fiege  and  their 
departure  for  France.  The  name  of  Maréchal 
Rochambeau  is  here  held  in  high  veneration. 

There  is  no  regular  market  at  Ÿork-Town  : 
each  perfon  furnifhes  himfelf  with  meat  in 
the  beft  manner  he  can  ; and  they  are  feldom 
unfupplied  with  it.  Beef  coft$  from  three  to 

four 
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four  pence  the  pound  ; mutton  and  veal  fix 
pence  ; ‘other  articles  in  proportion.  Fiffi 
is  here  abundant,  and  almoft  for  nothing. 
The  higheft  rents  in  the  town  are  from  eighty 
to  a hundred  dollars.  Flour,  an  article  which 
it  is  difficult  to  procure,  cofts  at  prefent 
fifteen  dollars.  Although  the  air  of  this  place 
be  infinitely  more  falubrious  than  that  of 
Norfolk,  the  inhabitants  neverthelefs  fre- 
quently experience  intermittent  fevers  in 
autumn. 

WILLIAMSBURG. 

The  inhabitants  of  York-Town  being  pre- 
cluded by  the  narrownefs  of  their  circum- 
ftances  from  keeping  horfes,  of  which 
however  they  often  ftand  in  need,  one  or 
two  perfons  have  fome  for  hire  in  that  little 
town,  confiding  of  only  about  fifty  houfes. 

I there  had  an  opportunity  of  procuring  one 
to  convey  me  to  Williamfburg,  where  I ar- 
rived on  the  fourth  of  June. 

The  road  from  York-Town  to  Williamf- 
burg is  in  many  parts  agreeable  : the  country 
is  fomewhat  more  hilly;  and  cultivation  is 

a little 
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a little  more  common.  New  fettlements  are 
feen  which  are  -tolerably  well  begun  ; and 
the  pieces  of  new-cleared  land  are  in  almoft 
every  inftance  furrounded  with  ditches  well 
made  and  well  fodded  : but  the  houfes  uni- 
formly exhibit  a mean  appearance,  and  their 
inhabitants  betray  ftrong  fymptoms  of  po- 
verty. A long  trad:  of  woodland  is.  here 
alfo  to  be  pafied,  where  no  cultivation  is  feen  ; 
but  where  the  oak,  the  hickory,  the  liquid - 
ambar,  the  faffafras  tree,  grow  with  vigour, 
and  feem  to  indicate  a good  foil.  The  cattle 
here,  as  in  Carolina,  are  conftantly  in  the 
woods  : they,  are  poor  and  ill-favoured,  and 
of  a bad  breed.  They  are  fed  in  the  fiable 
during  a"  few  weeks  previous  to  their  being 
killed. — In  all  this  trad,  land  is  fold  at  four 
or  five  dollars  the  acre. 

Williamfburg  is  fituate  in  a plain  five  miles 
from  York-River,  and  at  the  fame  diftance 
from  James- River.  Two  creeks,  which 

empty  themfelves  into  thofe  great  rivers,  ap<- 
proach  within  two  miles  of  the  town  on  each 
fide,  and  are  there  navigable.  It  is'by  means 
of  thefe  creeks  that  the  commodities  of 
Europe  arrive  from  Richmond,  Norfolk,  and 

fometimçs 
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fometimes  Baltimore,  to  furnifh  the  flores  in 
the  town,  which  are  in  general  indifferently 
fupplied. 

Before  the  revolution,  Williamfburg  was 
the  capital  of  Virginia  : but  at  that  period 
the  legiflature  chofe  Richmond  for  the  place 
of  their  meeting,,  as  being  more  diftant  from 
the  fea-coaft  ; and  they  have  fmce  eftablifhed 
themfelyes  there.  This  removal  has  reduced 
Williamfburg  to  a village.  Every  perfon 
who  was  conned; ed  with  government  has 
followed  the  legiflature  to  Richmond  ; and 
the  number  of  inhabitants  is  annually  de- 
crealing  at  Williamfburg  in  the  fame  man- 
ner as  at  York-Town.  The  prefent  popu- 
lation is  about  twelve  or  thirteen  hundred 
fouls,  of  whom  above  one  half  are  negro 
flaves. 

A ftate-houfe,  of  which  one  part  ferves  for 
the  fittings  of  the  diftrid-court,  bears  the 
name  of  “ the  Capitol.”  It  is  a tolerably 
3 handfome  brick  building,  but  is  falling  to  ruin. 
A marble  ftatue  of  Lord  Botetourt,  one  of  the 
governors  of  Virginia  under  the  former 
fyftem,  whofe  condud  had  entitled  him  to 
. the  refped  and  attachment  of  the  Virginians,. 

ftands 
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ftands  in  the  periftyle  of  this  Capitol  : but 
it  is  in  a disfigured  ftate.  The  lower  clafs 
of  the  inhabitants  of  Williamfburg,  aduated 
by  revolutionary  animofity,  confidered  as  an 
ad  of  homage  to  liberty  every  infult  offered 
to  that  monument  ereded  by  gratitude  in 
honour  of  a former  lord  ; and  in  confe- 
quence  they  fhamefully  mutilated  it.  The 
infcription  engraven  on  the  pedeftal,  ex- 
preffing  the  grateful  fenfe  of  the  people  of 
Virginia,  and  which  the  populace  did  not 
deftroy,  forms  a ftriking  contrail  with  the 
indignities  which  the  ftatue  has  experienced, 
and  honourably  vindicates  the  memory  of 
Lord  Botetourt. 

This  Capitol  terminates  a ftreet  of  a hundred 
and  fixty  feet  in  breadth,  and  three  quarters 
of  a mile  in  length,  at  the  oppofite  end  of 
which  ftands  the  college.  This  eftablifliment, 
founded  in  the  reign  of  William  and  Mary, 
ftill  bears  their  names.  Its  income,  before 
the  revolution,  was  from  feventeen  to  eighteen 
thoufand  dollars  : at  prefent  it  is  reduced  to 
three  thoufand  five  hundred.  It  arofe  partly 
from  duties  on  the  exportation  of  tobacco 
and  feveral  other  commodities,  and  partly 

from 
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from  land.  The  duties  fell  to  nothing  in 

o 

confequence  of  the  unlimited  freedom  of  the 
export  trade  : the  twenty  thoufand  acres  of 
land  have  alone  remained  : thefe  are  let  out 
on  long  leafes  of  two  or  three  lives,  and  are 
all  in  a Hate  of  cultivation.  Another  fmall 
duty,  on  the  furveying  of  land,  concurs  with 
the  rent  arifmg  from  thole  twenty  thoufand 
acres  in  compofing  that  fcanty  income  of  three 
thoufand  five  hundred  dollars,  wdiich  the  le- 
giflature  does  not  feem  inclined  to  augment. 

Mathematics,  natural  and  moral  philofo- 
phy,  natural  and  civil  law,  with  the  modern 
languages,  conftitute  the  whole  round  of 
inflrudtion  given  in  this  college.  The  pupils 
are  not  fent  thither  before  the  age  of  fifteen, 
ând  generally  fpend  two  years  in  purfiling 
the  different  courfes  of  ftudy.  One  is  aftonifhed 
to  learn  that  not  one  of  them  lives  in  thofe 
vafl  buildings  deftined  for  their  reception, 
but  that  they  are  difperfed  through  the  dif- 
ferent boarding-houfes  in  the  town,  at  a 
diftance  from  all  infpedtion.  Bifhop  Madifon 
who  is  prefident  of  this  feminary,  and  the 
other  profeffors,  . who  together  with  him 
definitively  make  all  the  regulations  refpedt- 
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ing  the  internal  police  of  the  college,  affert 
that  it  has  been  proved  by  experience,  that 
good  order,  peace,  and  even  the  fuccefs  of 
their  ftudies,  are  more  effectually  promoted 
by  this  feparation  of  the  ftudents,  than  by 
their  being  united  together  within  the  fame 
walls,  as  the  common  effeCts  of  fuch  union 
were  frequent  quarrels  and  preconcerted  mu- 
tinies. On  hearing  their  reafonings,  one 
would  be  tempted  to  think  that  they  have 
paid  greater  regard  to  their  own  eafe  than  to 
the  intereft  of  the  youth  entrufted  to  their 
care,  whom  ftrid:  watchfulnefs,  good  manage- 
ment, and  attentions  proportioned  to  their 
age,  would  have  as  effectually  kept  in  good 
order  at  Williamfburg  as  in  every  other  col- 
lege in  the  world. 

The  ftudents  pay  fourteen  dollars  to  each 
profeffor  whofe  courfe  of  ieffons  they  attend; 
their  board  and  lodging  coft  them  from  a 
hundred  to  a hundred  and  twenty  dollars  ; 
confequently  the  expence  to  their  parents 
amounts  to  about  a hundred  and  fixty  or  a 
hundred  and  feventy  dollars  a year.  Exclu- 
five  of  thefe  emoluments,  each  pfofeflbr  re- 
ceives the  annual  fum  of  four  hundred  dol- 
Vox.  III.  E lars 
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lars  from  the  funds  of  the  eftablifhment* 
Bifhop  Madifon  occupies  the  chair  of  na- 
tural and  moral  philofophy,  and  has,  in  ad- 
dition to  his  profeflorial  falary,  two  hundred 
dollars  more,  as  president. 

The  internal  adminiftration  of  the  college 
is  entrufted  to  the  care  of  the  profeffors,  who 
are  nominated  by  a board  of  eighteen  vifitors 
chofen  throughout  the  whole  ftate.  The 
houfe— like  the  generality  of  thofe  in  Wil- 
liamfburg,  York-Town,  and  even  Norfolk— • 
is  kept  in  very  indifferent  condition.  The 
college  is  not  fufficiently  opulent  to  make  the 
requiiite  annual  repairs  ; and  whenever  it  be- 
comes neceflary  to  undertake  fuch  as  are  in 
any  wife  confiderable,  it  is  aided  by  the  legi- 
flature.  It  poflelfes  a library  tolerably  well 
furnifhed  with  claffical  books  : it  conflits  al  - 
moil  entirely  of  old  books,  except  two  hun- 
dred volumes  of  the  fineft  and  belt  French 
productions  fent  as  a prefent  by  Louis  XVI. 
at  the  termination  of  the  American  war,  but 
which  a merchant  at  Richmond,  who  was 
eommiffioned  to  forward  them  to  the  college, 
fjffered  to  lie  forgotten  in  his  cellars  amid 
hogfheads  of  fugar  and  calks  of  oil,  until, 
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tvhen  at  length  he  did  forward  them,  they 
were  totally  fpoiled.  The  funds  of  the  col- 
lege do  not  allow  any  addition  to  their  libra- 
ry, which  moreover  is  very  ill  kept  in  point 
of  order  and  cleanlinefs. 

The  legillature  of  Virginia  is  faid  to  enter- 
tain the  deiign  of  founding  a new  college  in 
a more  central  part  of  the  ftate  : but  it  is 
not  known  whether  that  of  Williamfburg  is 
to  be  taken  as  the  ground- work  of  the  in- 
tended eftablifhment,  or  buffered  to  continue 
on  its  prefent  footing  and  left  to  its  own 
fcanty  refources,  while  the  new  college  ftiould 
be  liberally  endowed. 

There  is  befides  at  Williamfburg  an  hofi* 
pital  for  lunatics,  which  is  fupported  from 
the  public  treafury.  It  is  a fine  building; 
but  in  it  the  unfortunate  maniacs  are  rather 
abandoned  to  their  wretched  ftate  than  fub* 
jedted  to  any  treatment  which  might  tend  to 
their  recovery.  From  the  obfervations  made 
in  Virginia  on  maniacal  complaints,  the  prin- 
cipal caufes  affigned  for  them  are  enthufiaftie 
devotion  and  fpirituous  liquors;  and  it  ap- 
pears that  fuch  as  arife  from  the  latter  of 
thefe  caufes  are  lefs  difficult  of  cure  than 
E 2 thole 


{ 


52  TRAVELS  THROUGH 

thofe  which  owe  their  origin  to  the  former. 
There  are  only  fifteen  lunatics  of  both  fexes 
in  this  hofpital,  which  is  capable  of  con- 
taining thirty. 

The  foil  in  the  vicinity  of  Williamfburg  is 
tolerably  well  cultivated  : but  here,  as  in 
other  parts  of  Virginia,  each  proprietor  pof- 
feffes  fo  great  an  extent  of  land,  that  he  cul- 
tivates but  a fmall  portion  of  it.  The  or- 
dinary rotation  of  culture  here  is; — Indian 
corn — next  wheat  or  other  grain— then  three 
or  four  years  in  fallow,  during  which  the 
crops  of  grafs  furnifh  the  cattle  with  good 
fuftenance.  After  this  reft  of  three  or 
four  years,  the  ground  is  again  cultivated  in 
the  fame  manner.  The  lands  thus  managed 
yield  from  eight  to  twelve  bufhels  of  wheat 
per  acre,  or  from  twelve  to  fourteen  of  In- 
dian corn.  Thofe  few  fpots  that  are  ma- 
nured with  dung  produce  double  that  quan- 
tity. In  the  immediate  environs  of  the  town, . 
the  land  in  general  is  indifferent  ; it  fells  for 
feven  or  eight  dollars  the  acre.  The  beft 
fpots,  efpecially  thofe  which  are  fituate  near 
creeks,  bear  a higher  price,  as  far  as  twelve 
dollars  : but  it  is  worthy  of  remark,  that 

while. 
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while,  in  almofl:  every  other  part  of  America, 
the  price  of  land  has  encreafed  three  and  four 
fold,  in  thefe  lower  parts  of  Virginia  it  has 
received  no  augmentation  during  the  laft 
twenty  years. 

At  Williamfburg  a regular  market  is  held, 
and  the  prices  are  the  fame  as  at  York-Town. 
A pair  of  oxen  fit  for  the  plough  are  fold  for 
forty  dollars.  They  are  fmall  and  indifferent. 
Sheep  are  in  tolerable  plenty  ; but  they  are 
of  an  inferior  and  ugly  breed.  Their  wool 
is  valued  at  about  a quarter- dollar  the  pound. 
The  difference  in  the  demand,  rather  than  in 
the  quality,  fometimes  caufes  a fmall  varia- 
tion in  the  price. 

The  ftate  taxes  are  not  confiderable.  I 
fhali  fpeak  of  them  more  at  large,  when  I 
have  had  fufficient  opportunities  of  procuring 
more  complete  information  on  the  fubjedb 
The  town-rates  are  nothing  ; there  being 
neither  pavements,  nor  public  buildings,  nor 
bridges,  to  be  kept  in  repair  n the  heavieft 
rate  is  that  for  the  fuflenance  of  the  poor. 
Each  houfe-keeper  contributes,  for  himfelf 
and  for  each  of  his  negroes  above  the  age  of 
fixteen  years,  half  a dollar  for  that  purpofe. 
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The  fum  total  of  thefe  contributions  is  diftri- 
buted  by  the  overfeers  of  the  poor,  under 
the  infpedtion  of  the  juftices  of  the  peace,  to 
Inch  families  as  are  deemed  to  ftand  in  need 
of  affiftance.  Thefe  receive  from  twelve  to 
thirty-fix  dollars  per  annum,  according  to 
their  yet  remaining  ability  to  work  or  their 
total  incapacity  for  labour. 

In  a country  where  it  is  eafy  to  procure  a 
flibfiftence  and  to  make  fome  referve  for 
old  age — in  a country  where  population, 
being  extremely  productive,  conftantly  fup- 
plies  each  family  with  fome  young  branch 
capable  of  fupporting  it — one  can  hardly  feel 
inclined  to  beftow  his  approbation  on  a tax 
wliofe  inevitable  tendency  is  to  perpetuate 
and  even  to  create  idlenefs  and  improvi- 
dence : and  it  might  perhaps  with  reafon  be 
faid,  that,  in  this  pretended  charity,  there  is 
a greater  portion  of  vanity  and  indolent  in- 
attention than  of  genuine  beneficence  and 
enlightened policy.  It  was  firfl:  introduced 
into  Virginia  becaufe  it  was  eftablifhed  in 
England  : it  has  maintained  its  ground  here 
becaufe  a tax  of  this  kind  is  not  eafily  re- 
formed— becaufe  it  is  fupported  by  habit— 
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and  becaufe,  moreover,  in  a country  where 
flavery  prevails,  and  where  the  pofiefficn  of 
the  foil  is  veiled  in  fo  few  hands,  that  clafs 
of  whites  who  do  not  poflefs  landed  pro- 
perty are  more  indigent  than  elfewhere. — < 
The  negroes  have  no  fhare  in  this  public 
charity. 

Mr.  Andrews;  mathematical  profeflbr  in 
the  college,  and  Bifhop  Madifon,  did  me 
the  honours  of  the  town  with  that  obliging 
politenefs  which  I have  been  habitually  ac- 
cu ftomed  to  experience  in  America.  With 
the  former  of  thefe  gentlemen  I had  become 
acquainted  at  Norfolk  ; to  the  Bifhop  I had 
letters.  In  the  two  days  which  I fpent  at 
Williamfburg,  they  introduced  me  to  the 
chief  part  of  the  fociety  of  the  place,  which 
appears  very  much  united,  and  to  confift  of 
well-informed  men.  Bifhop  Madifon  is  him- 
felf  a man  of  confiderable  knowledge  in  na- 
tural philofophy,  chymiftry,  and  even  polite 
literature.  His  library,  much  lefs  numerous 
than  that  of  the  college,  confifts  of  a more 
choice  feleétion  of  books,  efpecially  of  thofe 
relating  to  the  fciences.  He  annually  aug- 
ments his  collection  by  the  addition  of  ihc 
E 4 molt 


TRAVELS  THROUGH 


5Ô 

mod  efleemed  fcientific  and  new  publica- 
tions. To  him  the  public  are  indebted  foi* 
meteorological  obfervations  very  accurately 
made  in  different  parts  of  Virginia,  and  to 
which  he  has  devoted  much  time. 

The  inhabitants  of  Williamfburg,  if  we 
except  the  profeffors  and  the  judges,  have 
not  much  more  opulence  or  employment 
than  thofe  of  York-Town  : they  have  as 
frequent  meetings  as  the  others  : but  it  ap- 
pears that  they  live  lefs  “ freely/’  as  the 
country  phrafe  expreffes  it — that  is  to  fay, 
they  drink  lefs  wine  and  fpirits. 

All  the  remarks  I have  hitherto  heard  on 
the  fubjeél  of  politics  in  Virginia  are  in 
direéï  oppofition  to  the  idea  that  had  been 
given  me  on  that  head  in  the  northern  fiâtes. 
The  general  opinion,  it  is  true,  is  evidently 
againft  the  treaty  : people  would  have  wifh- 
ed  that  it  had  never  taken  place,  or  at  lead 
that  it  had  been  made  on  better  terms — that 
the  prefident’s  inflrudlions  had  been  more 
faithfully  followed — that  he,  yielding  to  what 
appears  to  have  been  his  firfl  impulfe,  had 
fent  it  back  to  England  without  communi- 
cating it  to  the  fenate  : nor  is  it  thought 

here 
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here  that  a war  would  have  been  the  con- 
fequence  of  fuch  a ftep.  But,  from  the 
then  exifting  ftate  of  the  bufinefs,  it  would 
have  been  matter  of  confiderable  regret  to 
them  that  the  opinion  of  the  oppofition-party 
in  the  late  congrefs  had  prevailed  refpeéting 
the  non-appropriation  of  the  funds  necefiary 
for  carrying  it  into  execution  ; and  they 
feem  fatisfied  that  the  long  debates,  which 
leave  no  doubt  of  the  dilapprobation  with 
which  the  treaty  Was  received,  have  termi- 
nated in  the  manner  that  they  did. 

As  I advance  farther  into  the  country,  I 
fhall  become  better  acquainted-  with  the 
general  opinion.  I have  great  pleafure  ih 
obferving  that  the  French  army  is  here  re- 
membered with  veneration  ; it  partly  re- 
mained here  for  feveral  months  ; and  each 
individual  recollects  with  interefl  and  gra- 
titude the  particular  officer  with  whom  he 
was  acquainted.  Above  all  the  others, 
monfieur  de  Rochambeau  and  the  baron  de 
Viomefnil  have  left  an  honourable  remem- 
brance of  themfelves  in  the  minds  of  the  in- 
habitants : and  whenever  the  converfation 
per fonally  turns  on  the  individuals  of  that 
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army  — whether  generals,  commanders  of 
corps,  or  aides-de-camp- — it  appears  that  the 
judgement  which  has  been  formed  of  them 
here  was  dilated  by  great  benevolence,  fa- 
gacity,  and  juftice. 

JOURNEY  TO  RICHMOND. 

Of  all  the  inconveniences  attending  the 
public  carriages  in  America — and  the  num- 
ber of  thofe  inconveniences  is  great — one  of 
the  mod  mortifying  is  that  they  almoft  in- 
variably run  over  the  very  word  parts  of  the 
country  through  which  they  travel.  The 
roads  are  generally,  and  with  good  reafon, 
laid  out  in  the  dried  foils,  confequently  in 
the  fpots  which  are  the  lead  adapted  for 
cultivation.  In  the  {pace  of  fixty  miles 
which  I yefterday  travelled  from  Williamf- 
burg  to  Richmond,  I did  not  fee  twenty 
houfes  ; and  fuch  as  I faw  were  mean  and 
wretched.  A few  fields  of  Indian  corn  oc- 
cafionally  met  my  fight,  and  fome  new- 
cleared  grounds  of  confiderable  extent,  but 
not  a fingle  field  that  was  tolerably  well 
cultivated  $ whereas  I am  affured,  that, 

within 
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within  four  miles  oil  each  fide  of  the  road, 
the  lands  are  good  and  the  plantations  nu- 
merous. A few  hills,  however,  occur  on  the 
way  : and  when  a traveller's  eye  has,  like 
mine,  been  near  three  months  fatigued  by 
that  unvarying  uniformity  of  flat  fands  and 
ftagnant  marfhes,  a hill  proves  a fource  of 
enjoyment  rhe  excuses  its  aridity  in  confede- 
ration of  its  being  a hill  : and  when,  with 
the  diverfity  and  animation  which  this 
change  in  the  face  of  the  country  gives  to 
the  profpeét,  he  combines  the  idea  that  he, 
has  now  reached  the  boundaries  of  that 
mephitic  ftagnation  which  engenders  and 
propagates  all  fpecies  of  maladies  with  fuch 
fatal  rapidity,  his  enjoyments  are  not  con- 
fined to  the  eye  alone. 

Crowded  in  the  ftage  by  ten  paffengers 
and  their  baggage,  we  did  not  arrive  at 
Richmond  before  eleven  o'clock  at  night, 
though  we  had  fet  out  from  Williamfburg 
at  eight  in  the  morning  ; the  rain,  which 
has  been  abundant  during  the  laft  two  days, 
having  rendered  the  roads  very  bad. 
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TOWN  OF  RICHMOND. 

The  pofition  of  Richmond  is  truly  agree* 
able.  The  lower  town,  which  is  fituate 
along  the  bank  of  James-River,  lies  be- 
tween that  river  and  a tolerably  high  hill  : 
but  the  greater  part  of  the  houfes— thofe 
indeed  of  almoft  every  perfon  who  is  not 
engaged  in  trade  — are  built  on  the  hill, 
which  commands  a profpe<5t  of  the  river, 
and  whence  the  view  embraces  at  once  the 
iflands  formed  by  its  waters,  the  extenfive 
valley  through  which  it  flows,  and  the  nu-> 
merous  falls  by  which  its  ftream  is  broken. 
On  the  oppofite  fide  of  the  river,  the  coun- 
try rifes  in  a gentle  acclivity  ; and  the  little 
but  well-built  town  of  Manchefter,  envi- 
roned by  cultivated  fields  which  are  orna- 
mented by  an  infinite  number  of  trees  and 
dotted  with  fcattered  houfes,  embellifhes^ 
the  fweet,  variegated,  agreeable,  and  ro- 
mantic perfpe&ive. 

The  Capitol  is  erefled  on  a point  of  this 
hill  which  commands  the  town.  This  edi- 
fice, which  is  extremely  vaft,  is  conftrufled 
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qii  the  plan  of  the  “ Maifon  Quarrée”  at 
Niimes,  but  on  a much  more  extenfive 
fcale.  , The  attics  of  the  Maifon  Quarrée 
have  undergone  an  alteration  in  the  Capi- 
tol, to  fuit  them  for  the  convenience  of 
the  public  offices  of  every  denomination, 
which,  thus  perfeâly  fecure  againft  all  ac- 
cidents from  fire,  lie  within  reach  of  the 
tribunals,  the  executive  council,  the  go- 
vernor, the  general  affembly,  who  all  fit  in 
the  Capitol,  and  draw  to  it  a great  afflux 
of  people.  This  building,  which  is  entirely 
of  brick,  is  not  yet  coated  with  plafter  : the 
columns,  the  pilafters,  are  deftitute  of  bafes 
and  capitals  : but  the  interior  and  exterior 
çornices  are  finifhed,  and  are  well  executed. 
The  reft  will  be  completed  with  more  or 
lefs  fpeçd  : but,  even  in  its  prefent  un- 
finiffled  ftate,  this  building  is,  beyond  com- 
parifon,  the  fineft,  the  moft  noble,  and  the 
greateft,  in  all  America.  The  internal 
diftributiou  of  its  parts  is  extremely  well 
adapted  to  the  purpofes  for  which  it  is  de« 
ftined.  It  was  Mr.  Jefferfon  who,  during 
his  embaffy  in  France,  fent  the  model  of 
it.  Already  it  is  faid  to  have  c.qft  a hundred 

and 
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and  feventy  thoufand  dollars  ; and  fifteen 
thoufand  more  are  the  eftimatcd  fum  re- 
quifite  for  completing  it  and  remedying 
fiome  defedts  which  have  been  obferved  in 
the  conftru&ion. 

In  the  great  central  veftibule,  which  is 
lighted  by  a kind  of  dome  -contained  in  the 
thicknefs  of  the  roof,  has  lately  been  placed 
a ftatue  of  George  Wafhington,  voted,  ten 
years  'finee,  by  the  general  affembly  of  Vir- 
ginia. In  addition  to  the  fentiments  of  çra- 
titude  which  they  felt  in  common  with  the 
reft  of  America,  that  body  entertained  more- 
over a particular  affedtion  for  him,  together 
with  the  pride  of  having  him  for  their  coun- 
tryman. Since  that  period  the  jprefident 
has  acquired  new  claims  to  the  general  ap- 
probation and  efteem.  If  he  be  chargeable 
with  fome  errors  in  adminiftration,  as  I 
think  he  is,  neverthelefs  his  devotion  to  the 
public  weal  and  the  purity  of  his  inten- 
tions cannot  even  be  fufpecîed  : yet  it  is 
doubtful  whether  at  the  prefen t moment  the 
affembly  of  Virginia  would  be  inclined  to 
vote  him  fuch  an  honour  : at  leaft  it  is  cer- 
tain that'  the  fame  unanimity  would  not 
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prevail  oil  the  occafion.  This  ftatue  was 
executed  by  Houdon,  one  of  the  firft  feu  Ip  - 
tors  in  France.  He  undertook  a voyage  to 
America  five  or  fix  years  fince  for  the  ex- 
prefs  purpafe  of  making  a buff  of  the  pre- 
fident  from  the  life.  Although  the  ftatue 
be  beautiful,  and  difplay  even  a noblenefs 
in  the  compofition  and  a likenefs  in  the  fea- 
tures, it  does  not  bear  the  marks  of  Hou- 
don's  talent:  one  cannot  trace  in  it  the  hand 
of  him  who  produced  the  celeftial  Diana 
which  conftitutes  the  chief  part  of  that  ar- 
tift’s  reputation. 

Near  this  ftatue  of  the  prefident  ftands  a 
marble  buft  of  monfieur  de  la  Fayette,  voted 
at  the  fame  time  by  the  affembly  of  Virginia, 
and  alfo  carved  by  Houdon,  but  with  greater 
difplay  of  ability. 

The  population  of  Richmond  amounts  to 
fix  thoufand  perfons,  of  whom  about  one 
third  are  negroes.  This  town  has  pro- 
digioufly  increafed  during  the  years  which 
have  elapfed  fince  the  legiflature  chofe  it  for 
the  place  of  their  fittings  : but  within  the 
la  ft  two  or  three  years  it  has  remained 
ftationary.  A few  years  back,  a conflagra- 
tion 
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tion  confumed  almoft  all  the  lower  part  of 
the  town.  This  accident  induced  the  in- 
habitants to  rebuild  in  brick  not  only  the 
houfes  confumed,  which  had  been  of  wood,, 
but  alfo  feveral  others  which  the  owners* 
fears  wifhed  to  preferve  from  the  fame  ca- 
lamity. At  prefent  there  are  few  wooden 
houfes  at  Richmond. 

The  trade  of  this  town  confifts  in  the 
purchafe  of  the  country  productions,  the 
number  of  which  is  confined  to  wheat,  In- 
dian corn,  and  tobacco— and  in  felling  at 
fécond  hand  the  articles  of  domeftic  con- 
fumption,  which  are  generally  procured  from 
England.  The  number  of  merchants  who 
carry  on  a direét  commerce  with  Europe  is 
inconfiderable:  they  keep  their  fhips  at  Nor- 
folk ; the  river  not  being  navigable  for  thofe 
of  large  fize  higher  up  than  City-Point,  at 
the  dillance,  by  water,  of  fixty-fix  miles  be- 
low Richmond.  They  therefore  fend  the% 
produce  of  the  country  in  fmaller  veffels  to 
Norfolk,  where  they  eafily  find  opportunities 
of  completing  their  cargo,  if  needful.  The 
generality  of  thefe  merchants  are  only  the 
agents  or  partners  of  Englifh  houfes  : the 

others 
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others  hardly  carry  on  any  other  than  the 
commiffion  trade,  which  may  be  conftdered 
as  the  real  bufinefs  of  the  place. 

It  is  from  the  merchants  of  Richmond 
or  Peterfburg  that  thofe  of  Norfolk  moft 
commonly  purchafe  the  grain,  flour,  and  to~ 
bacco,  which  the  latter  export,  and  which 
the  former  have  purchafed  at  firft  hand. 
The  country  produce  is  paid  for  by  the  mer- 
chants in  ready  money  or  at  fhort  credit  : 
they  even  frequently  obtain  it  on  cheaper 
terms  by  furnifhing  the  planters  with  an  ad- 
vance of  money  on  their  crop.  The  Rich- 
mond merchants  fupply  all  the  flores  through 
an  extenfive  tradl  of  back  country.  As  they 
have  a very  long  credit  from  England,  they 
can  allow  a fimilar  indulgence  of  fix,  nine, 
or  twelve  months  to  the  fhopkeepers  whom 
they  fupply,  and  from  whom  they  always 
derive  a confiderable  profit,  which  is  flili 
further  increafed  when  they  exad  payment 
in  country  produce. 

Almoft  all  the  merchants  of  Richmond 
have  fhops  for  the  retail-trade.  They  all 
deal  in  bills  of  exchange  on  Europe  ; a trade 
Vol,  III.  F which 
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which  often  proves  extremely  profitable  ta 
them. 

There  are  few  opulent  merchants  at  Rich- 
mond ; Rill  fewer  in  eafy  circumftances  ; 
and  it  is  no  difficult  matter  to  find  good 
notes  at  four  and  five  per  cent  per  month. 
But  people  have  not  here,  as  in  the  principal 
towns  of  America,  the  refource  of  putting 
thefe  notes  into  the  bank:  accordingly  this 
kind  of  traffic  is  here  much  more  lucrative. 
The  legal  intereft  of  money,  which  is  only 
five  per  cent  per  annum,  together  with  the 
fcarcity  of  fpecie  and  the  general  want  of 
confidence,  render  it  difficult  to  obtain 
money  on  loan. 

RICHMOND  CANAL. 

The  falls  of  James-River,  which  ob- 
ftrufted  its  navigation  from  the  diftance  of 
feven  miles  above  Richmond,  heretofore  im- 
plied a neceffity  of  employing  land-carriage 
for  that  {pace.  At  prefent  a canal,  running 
parallel  with  the  eourfe  of  the  river  for 
thofe  feven  miles*  côimedts  the  communica- 
tion by  water,  and  opens  a navigation  which 
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extends  without  interruption  two  hundred 
miles  above  Richmond.  This  canal,  al- 
ready nearly  finifhed,  will  be  entirely  com* 
pleted  during  the  prefent  year,  excepting 
the  bafin,  which  the  direftors  propofe  to 
form  at  the  entrance  of  the  town,  and  of  a 
much  greater  fize  than  feems  neceffary  fot 
the  trade  of  Richmond  on  any  reafonable 
fiippofition  of  its  future  encreafe*  The  locks 
at  the  opening  of  the  canal  are  erefted  ; they 
are  fimple,  and  the  gates  are  eafily  managed 
by  one  or  two  men,  but  might  be  rendered 
ftill  more  eafy  in  their  movement.  Thefe, 
being  three  in  clofe  fucceffion,  raife  the  boats 
to  an  elevation  of  feventeen  feet.  Others 
will  be  required,  if  it  be  intended  to  carry 
the  canal  as  far  as  Rocket,  a mile  below 
the  town,  beyond  which  point  veffels  of 
forty  tons  cannot  come  up  on  the  Richmond 
fide  : on  the  other  fide  veffels  even  of  greatef 
burden  can  come  up  almoft  oppofite  to  the 
town.  The  extenfion  of  the  canal  to  Rocket 
has  for  its  obje£t  to  facilitate  the  direct  tranf* 
portât  ion  of  the  back-country  produce  to 
City-Point,  and  fo  on  to  Norfolk.  By  this 
mean,  thofe  commodities,  which  otherwife 
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would  find  no  market  except  at  Richmond, 
might  reach  Norfolk,  and,  by  exciting  a 
competition  between  the  merchants  of  both 
towns,  might  probably  caufe  an  encreafe  of 
profit  to  the  planters.  But  the  expence  of 
thefe  additional  locks  would  be  very  con- 
siderable. The  fund  of  two  hundred  and 
forty  thoufand  dollars,  raifed  by  a fubfcrip- 
tion  of  feven  hundred  (hares,  is  already  ex- 
ha uiled  : and  a loan  of  twenty-one  thoufand 
dollars,  made  by  the  truftees  of  the  canal 
under  the  authority  of  the  ftate,  and  fecured 
by  a mortgage  of  the  tolls  that  have  already 
begun  to  be  received  on  the  part  which  is 
finifhed,  has  been  proved  fcarcely  fufficient 
to  complete  the  execution  of  the  original 
plan.  It  appears  that  the  great  expence 
which  would  attend  the  addition  furnifhes 
the  holders  of  the  canal  (hares  with  a pre- 
text for  oppofing  it,  and  that  the  Richmond 
merchants  ufe  that  as  a cloke  to  cover  their i 
•wifti  to  remain  the  foie  purchafers  of  the  pro- 
duce of  the  back  country,  which  is  the  real 
motive  of  their  oppofition  to  the  further  ex- 
jteniion  of  the  canal. 

INSPECTION 
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INSPECTION  OF  MERCHANDIZE. 

The  culture  of  tobacco  is  not  carried  on 
in  the  vicinity  of  Richmond,  at  leafl  not  on 
an  ext'enfive  fcale.  There  are  neverthelefs 
three  houfes  of  infpedlion  in  this  town 
fimilar  eflablifhments  are  to  be  found  in 
every  diRridt  of  Virginia  where  tobacco  is 
cultivated,  and  in  all  the  commercial  towns, 
Thefe  infpedlions,  whofe  objedt  is  to  enfure 
to  foreign  purchafers  the  quality  of  the 
commodity  for  which  they  contradl,  are  or- 
dered by  the  Rate  for  tobacco,  flour,  and 
other  articles.  They  are  eflabliflied  in  like 
manner  in  all  the  Rates  which  produce  thefe 
articles.  But  the  infpedtion  of  the  tobacco 
in  Virginia,  and  efpeciallv  on  James-River, 
is  eReemed  to  be  conduced  with  a degree 
of  exadtnefs  and  feveritv  which  contributes 

j 

as  much  as  the  real  fuperiority  of  the  article 
itfelf  to  keep  up  its  price  in  the  market. 
Every  tobacco-planter  who  intends  his  crop 
for  exportation  packs  it  up  in  hogfheads, 
and  thus  fends  it  to  one  of  the  houfes  of  in- 
fpedtion.  There  the  tobacco  is  taken  from 
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its  cafe,  which  is  opened  for  the  purpofe  $ it 
is  examined  in  every  direftion  and  in  every 
part,  in  order  to  afcertain  its  quality,  its 
homogeneity,  its  purity  ; it  is  rejected  as  un» 
fit  for  exportation  if  any  defeéï  is  perceived 
in  it  $ or,  if  no  objection  appear,  it  is  pro» 
nounced.  to  be  exportable.  It  is  then  re» 
packed  in  its  hogfhead,  which  is  branded 
With  a hot  iron,  marking  the  place  of  in- 
Ipeélion  and  the  quality  of  the  contents  $ 
after  which,  it  is  lodged  in  the  ftorehoufes 
of  the  infpeftion,  there  to  await  the  difpofal 
of  the  planter,  who  receives  a certificate  of 
the  particulars,  ferving  at  the  fame  time  as 
an  acknowledgement  of  the  depofit,  It  is 
by  felling  this  tobacco»note”  to  the  mer- 
cliaqt  that  the  planter  fells  his  tobacco. 
The  purchafer,  on  viewing  the  note,  is  as 
well  acquainted  with  the  article  as  if  he 
had  himfelf  infpeéïed  it  : and  he  has  only  to 
fend  the  note  and  transfer  to  the  flore  where 
the  tobacco  lies,  and  it  is  immediately  de» 
livered  out  to  his  order.  The  tobacco  is 
often  fent  by  the  planter  himfilf  to  the 
warehoufes  of  a different  infpetflioa  from 
that  where  he  has  it  inspected,  either  becaufe 

be 
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he  thinks  them  more  convenient  to  the 
market,  or  for  other  private  reafons.  This 
happens  at  the  warehoufes  of  the  Richmond 
infpeâion,  which  annually  receive  numbers 
of  hogflieads  that  have  been  infpedied  elfe-* 
where. 

The  infpedtors— for  there  are  two  in  each? 
infpedtion — receive  as  infpe&ion-fee  a doi* 
lar  and  half  per  hogthead  : from  the  fums 
hence  arifing  they  receive  their  falaries, 
which  vary  from  a hundred  to  two  hundred 
and  fifty  dollars  per  annum,  according  to 
the  importance  of  the  office  where  they  aré 
employed.  The  refidue  of  the  infpedtion- 
fees  conftitutes  a part  of  the  revenues  of  the 
{fate. 

Every  other  fpecies  of  produce  deftinèd 
for  exportation  is  alfo  fubjedt  tô  infpedlion, 
as  flour,  hemp,  tar  j but  thefe  articles  do  nbt 
feem  to  undergo  the  fame  fevere!  ferutiny 
a*s  the  tobacco.  For,  at  Philadelphia,  foi? 
inftance,  the  Virginia  flour,  notwithftanding 
its  being  branded  with  the  mark  of  “ fu~ 
perfine,”  is  fubjedled  to  a new  infpedtion. 
The  merchants  of  Virginia  attribute  this  ré- 
inlpedtion  to  commercial  jealoufy  on  the  part 
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of  Philadelphia  : but  there  exifts  in  reality 
fo  prodigious  a difference  between  the  flour 
hitherto  manufaftured  at  Richmond,  and 
that  from  the  mills  of  Pennfylvania  and 
Delaware,  that  the  former  is  conftantly 
taken  in  the  courfe  of  trade  at  half  a dollar, 
and  lometimes  even  at  a dollar  and  half* 
lower  than  the  latter. 

MILLS^ 

I have  feen  one  of  the  two  mills  at  Rich** 
mond  : it  ftands  below  the  falls  of  the  river, 
receives  a great  power  of  water,  and  turns 
fix  pair  of  ftones.  It  is  a fine  mill,  and  unites 
the  advantages  of  all  the  new  inventions  : 
but  it  is  ill  conftru&ed  : the  cogs  of  the 
wheels  are  clumfily  executed  : it  is  moreover 
not  fufficiently  roomy.  It  neverthelefs  colts 
a yearly  rent  of  near  fix  thoufand  dollars 
to  Monfieur  Chevalier,  a Frenchman  from 
Rochefort,  heretofore  director  of  the  French 
paquets  to  America,  and  now  fettled  in  Vir- 
ginia. This  mill  is  generally  employed  in 
private  manufaéiure,  and  feldom  works  for 
the  public  5 when  the  latter  is  the  cafe,  the 

terms 
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terms  for  grinding  are  five  bufliels  for  each 
barrel  of  flour.  Mbnfieur  Chevalier  and  his 
partners  are  in  the  confiant  habit  of  fpecu- 
lating  on  the  moment  when  they  fhall  fend 
their  flour  to  market.  Their  fpeculations 
have  hitherto  proved  very  advantageous  to 
them  : but  they  have  reafon  to  apprehend  a 
material  lofs  from  a late  fpeculation  which 
determined  them  two  months  fince  to  refufe 
the  offer  of  thirteen  dollars  per  barrel,  in 
hopes  of  obtaining  a ftill  better  price.  At 
the  prefent  moment  they  could  not  find  a 
purchafer  at  above  ten  dollars. 

MANNERS  AND  LAWS. 

Society  here  difplays  the  charadleriftics  of 
fimplicity  and  honefty  : neverthelefs  it  is 
not  linked  in  the  bond  of  unity.  The  men 
who  belong  to  oppofite  parties  feldom  vifit 
each  other  : but,  when  they  happen  to  meet, 
they  treat  each  other  with  all  the  politenefs 
and  civility  of  well-bred  people. 

The  party  oppofed  to  government — that 
is  to  fay,  the  party  wifhing  for  a change  in- 
the  exifting  conflitution,  a reftri&ion  in  the 
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executive  power — has  here  many  zealous 
adherents.  This  party  would  prefer  to  their 
own  the  new  French  canftitution,  fuch  as 
it  is  : and,  from  the  permanency  of  that  con-* 
ftitution  in  France,  they  derive  encdufage* 
ment  to  effeA  a change  in  the  conftitution  of 
the  United  States. 

The  party  in  the  Englifh  intereft  confide/ 
the  fupport  of  the  Englifh  conftitution,  evert 
with  ail  its  exifting  abufes,  as  the  mean  of 
overthrowing  the‘  prefent  conftitution  of 
France*  and  fubftituting  in.  its  ftead  a mo- 
narchy ; and  alfo  as  a circumftance  calcu- 
lated to  gratify  the  defire  which  they  evi- 
dently manifeft  of  conferring  a great  ad- 
ditional ftrength  on  the  executive  power  of 
the  United  States — -as  well  as  the  defire,  not 
lefs  real  though  lefs  openly  avowed,  of  feeing 
a hereditary  monarchy  eftablifhed  in  this 
country. 

Between  thefe  two  extremes  there  is  an 
intermediate  clafs  whole  fentiments  are 
marked  with  moderation.  There  are  alfo 
feme-  extravagant  enthufiafte  who  blindly 
embrace  the  French  or  the  Ertglifli  party 
without  any  ulterior  political  confideration, 

and 
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and  merely  through  in  te  reft  or  paffion.  The 
commercial  body,  for  inftance,  at  Richmond, 
as  almoft  every- where  elfe,  are  exclufively 
attached  to  England,  becaufe  it  is  with  her 
they  have  all  their  dealings,  and  have  no 
profpedi  of  credit  or  profit  except  by  her 
means:  and  at  Richmond,  as  in  nearly  all 
the  trading  towns,  the  commercial  body  en- 
joys a certain  degree  of  iuperiority.  During 
the  late  difcuflion  of  the  treaty  in  Gongrels, 
the  majority  of  this  town  informed  their 
reprefentatives  in  the  national  legiflature 
that  they  wifhed  them  to  vote  for  its  ratifi- 
cation, I have  feen  all  forts  of  company, 
and  in  none  have  I heard  the  prefident  men- 
tioned otherwife  than  in  terms  of  refpedh 
Mr,  Edmond  Randolph,  heretofore  fecre- 
tary  of  ftate  to  the  Union,  and  become  fo 
famous  in  confequenceof  Monfieur  Fauchet’s 
letter,  follows  here  the  profeffion  of  a lawyer, 
to  which  he  had  devoted  all  that  part  of  his 
life  that  was  not  employed  in  public  affairs* 
He  has  great  practice,  and  ftands  in  that 
refpedt  nearly  on  a par  with  Mr.  J.  Mar- 
fliall,  the  moft  efteemed  and  celebrated 
Êounfellor  in  this  town. 
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The  profeffioii  of  a lawyer  is  here,  as  in 
every  other  part  of  America,  one  of  the  mo  ft 
profitable.  But,  though  the  employment  be 
here  more  confiant  than  in  Carolina,  the 
pradfttionerV  emoluments  are  very  far  from 
being  equally  confiderable.  Mr.  Marfhall 
does  not  From  his  practice  derive  above  four 
©r  five  thôufand  dollars  per  annum,  and  not 
even  that  fum  every  year.  In  Virginia  the 
lawyers  ufually  take  care  to  infill  on  pay- 
ment before  they  proceed  in  a fuit  : and  this 
cuftom  is  juftified'  by  the  general  difpofition 
of  the  inhabitants  to  pay  as  little  and  as  fel- 
dom  as  poffible.  I have  heard  phyficians 
declare  that  they  do  not  annually  receive 
one-third  of  what  is  due  to  them  for  their 
attendance;  that  they  have  fbme  of  thefe 
debts  of  five  and  twenty  years*  Handing  ; 
that  their  claims  are  frequently  denied;  and 
that,  in  order  to  recover  payment,  they  are 
obliged  to  fend  writs,  carry  on  law-fuits,  &c. 
&C.-&C. 

The  derangement  of  affairs  occafioned  by 
expences  exceeding  the  bounds  of  income, 
and  efpeeially  by  gaming — and,  above  all, 
the  want  of  delicacy  réfulting  from  that  de- 
rangement 
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rangement  ând  from  the  habit  of  thinking 
lightly  of  debts — are  the  caufes  of  this  im- 
moral order  of  things  ; and  it  is  in  fome  de- 
gree encouraged  by  the  laws  of  the  Rate, 
which  do  not  allow  the  feizure  of  lands  or 
other  immovable  property  for  the  payment 
of  debts.  This  law,  which  the  Virginians 
fay  they  originally  derived  from  England, 
has  been  preferved  by  them  in  all  the  re- 
forms which  they^ have  made  in  their  legal 
code,  and  has  been  preferved  by  them  alone. 
Slaves  and  movable  property  are  feizable; 
but  whoever  is  acquainted  with  the  manners 
of  the  country  may  readily  conceive  how 
great  the  facility  of  making  a feigned  fale  of 
them  : and  then,  by  holding  them  as  hired, 
they  are  placed  beyond  the  reach  of  feizure. 

Gaming  is  the  ruling  paffion  of  the  Vir- 
ginians : at  pharo,  dice,  billiards,  at  every 
imaginable  game  of  hazard,  they  lofe  con- 
liderable  fums.  Gaming-tables  are  publicly 
kept  in  almofl*  every  town,  and  particularly 
at  Richmond.  Yet  a law  of  the  ftate, 
enaded  no  longer  ago  than  in  December 
.1792,  exprefsly  prohibits  all  games  of  ha- 
zard, all  wagers  at  horfe-races  or  cock-fights. 
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of  which  the  Virginians  are  paffionately  fond 
— forbids  the  lofing  of  more  than  twenty 
dollars  at  cards  within  four  and  twenty  hours 
- — places  all  the  holders  of  banks  on  the 
footing  of  vagabonds— orders  the  ju  dices  of 
the  peace,  on  the  flighted  information,  to 
enter  the  places  where  they  are  held,  to 
break  the  tables,  feize  the  money,  &c.  &C. 
Neverthelefs,  to  the  prefent  hour,  the  greater 
number  of  thofe  who  enabled  that  law — of 
the  prefent  legiflators,  the  juftices  of  the 
peace,  and  the  other  magiflrates — are  affi- 
duous  in  their  attendance  at  thofe  feats  of 
gambling.  The  bank-holders  are  every- 
where received  and  acknowledged  as  “ gen- 
tlemen ;’>  and  their  profeffion  is  envied,  as 
being  a very  lucrative  one.  The  part  of 
this  law  which  is  faid  to  be  the  moll  punc- 
tually executed  is  that  which  cancels  the 
debts  contraâed  at  the  gaming-table,  and 
prohibits  the  payment  of  them. 

It  is  not  uncommon  to  witnefs  fcenes  of 
bloodfhed  at  thefe  gaming-houfes.  Since 
jmy  arrival  here,  a young  man,  of  a family 
of  confequence  in  Virginia,  fancying,  in  his 
impatient  heat  at  a billiard-party,  that  he 

had 
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had  reafon  to  be  diflatisfied  with  the  be- 
haviour of  a marker  whom  he  thought  de- 
ficient in  due  refpedi  to  him,— after  dit 
charging  a volley  of  abufe  on  the  man  who 
with  much  difficulty  bore  it — thrufl  him 
through  the  body  with  a kind  of  cutlafs 
which  he  wore  by  his  fide.  The  marker  did 
not  die  in  confequence  of  the  wound  ; but, 
even  if  he  had,  the  young  man  would  have 
equally  efcaped  profecution.  The  latter  has 
quitted  the  town  for  a few  days,  and  will 
(hortly  reappear,  and  refume  his  ufual  pur- 
fuits,  as  if  he  had  been  abfent  only  on  ac- 
count of  ill  health  ; although  nobody  denies 
the  commiffion  of  that  public  a6t,  or  attempts 
to  palliate  it. 

The  law  againft  inoculation  is  more  rigidly 
enforced.  It  prohibits  every  perfon  from 
having  himfelf  or  any  of  his  family  inocu- 
lated without  permiffion  obtained  from  all 
the  juftices  of  the  county,  who,  on  his  peti- 
tion, are  to  affemble,  and  enquire  into  the 
motives  of  his  requeft,  its  necefiitv,  its  pro- 
priety, If  they  àcquiefce,  their  permiffion, 
which  is  to  be  given  in  writing,  is  ftill  of  no 
avail:  that  of  all  the  neighbours  for  two  miles 

round 
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round  is  moreover  required  ; and  the  refufal 
of  a Angle  one  prevents  the  inoculation. 
Any  phyfician  who  fhould  prefume  to  inocu- 
late without  thefe  precautions,  would  be 
punifhed  by  a fine  of  ten  thoufand  dollars. 
Whoever  is  accidentally  attacked  by  the 
fmall~pox  is  carried  to  a lonely  houfe  in  the 
middle  of  the  woods,  and  there  he  receives 
medical  affiftance.  If  the  village,  the  town, 
the  diftriCt,  to  which  he  belongs,  catch  the 
infeCiion,  thefe  places  are  cut  off  from  all 
communication  with  the  reft  of  the  country, 
and  are  permitted  to  have  recourfe  to  inocu- 
lation : otherwife  it  is  never  allowed  ; for  it 
is  eafy  to  perceive  that  the  faculty  of  obtain- 
ing permiffion  for  the  purpofe  by  the  unani- 
mous vote  of  the  magiftrates  of  the  county 
and  the  general  confent  of  the  neighbours* 
in  a country  where  prejudices  receive  fuch 
additional  ftrength  from  the  law,  is  a mere 
illufion. 

People  are  often  heard  to  murmur  againft 
this  ahliird  law  : yet  it  is  punctually  obeyed: 
and  nobody  can  allege  as  a pretext  for  this 
prejudice,  that  the  Virginians  are  afraid  of 
“ tempting  God,”  as  was  the  cant  of  our 

priefts 
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pdefts  in  France,  who,  in  this  inffance  as 
in  many  others,  have  done  all  the  milchief 
in  their  power.  Thofe  who  are  alked  a 
reafon  for  fuch  a regulation  adduce  the  fear 
of  propagating  a dangerous  difeàfe  with 
which  they  alTert  that  Virginia  has  never 
been  otherwife  than  partially  and  accident- 
ally infeded.  They  repeat  the  affertions 
which  in  Europe  had  long  proved  a bar  to 
the  extenfion  of  that  admirable  difcovery* 
They  fay  that  the  practice  of  inoculation, 
by  rendering  the  difeafe  more  common,  in- 
creafes  the  number  of  its  vidims  far  beyond 
what  nature  intended  ; that  inoculation  is 
itfelf  full  of  dangers  ; that  the  attendant 
expences,  which  are  confiderable,  do  not 
lie  within  the  ability  of  the  poor  (for,  in 
Virginia,  as  elfewhere,  fome  popular  reafop. 
mu  ft  be  given),  &c.  &c.  &c.  One  is 
aflonifhed  to  hear  from  the  mouths  of  en- 
lightened men  thefe  arguments  which  the 
old  women  of  Europe  have  long  ceafed  to 
repeat.  Population  does  not  fuffer  a greater 
decreafe  in  Pennfylvania  or  the  other  Ame- 
rican fiâtes  where  inoculation  is  permitted, 
than  in  Virginia  where  it  is  prohibited  : on 
Vol.  III.  G the 


83 


t RAVELS  THROUGH 


the  contrary,  it  daily  increafes.  This  entire 
jfolation  of  the  place  where  the  fmall-pox 
breaks  out,  fuch  as  the  laws  of  Virginia  pre- 
fcribe,  cannot  be  carried  into  effect  with  all 
the  conditions  neceffary  to  render  it  falutary. 
May  not  the  inflexion  be  conveyed  by  the 
phyficians,  whom  the  law  does  not  lubjeft 
to  quarantine  ? And  might  not  the  necelTary 
expences  of  inoculation,  which  are  known 
to  be  fo  moderate,  be  confined  by  the  pro- 
vident attention  of  government  to  a fum 
which  no  family  fhould  feel  burdenfome  ? 
To  all  thefe  palpable  truths  no  folid  anfwer 
is  given  : yet  the  advocates  of  inoculation 
are  far  from  having  any  hope  of  being  able 
to  effect  an  alteration  in  thé  law. 

I have  heard  alleged,  as  the  real  motive 
for  the  regulation,  the  fear  entertained  b y\ 
the  planters  of  being  obliged  to  inoculate 
their  negroes,  if  the  praéHce  of  inoculation 
fhould  become  fo  general  as  to  render  thajt 
precaution  necefiary  to  prelerve  them  from 
the  danger  of  its  epidemic  ravages.  It  is 
difficult  to  credit  fuch  a reafon,  when  the 
expence  is  fo  trifling,  when  the  procefs  is  fo 
ealy,  and  when  befides  they  are  in  the  habit 

of 
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of  not  paying  their  phyficians.  The  moft 
probable  caufes  are  heedleflhefs,  want  of  re* 
fleéïion,  and  cuftom,  Yet  the  firft  right  of 
man,  that  of  preferving  his  own  life,  is  pro- 
hibited by  this  Gothic  legiflation.  Political 
fyftems  too  often  refemble  fyftems  of  reli- 
gion : each  man,  according  to  his  private 
intereft,  frames  one  for  himfelf,  which  is 
compofed  of  the  groffeft  abfurdities  and  the 
moft  glaring  contradictions  ; and  his  con- 
fcience  becomes  gradually  accuftomed  and 
reconciled  to  it. 

The  civil  laws  of  Virginia  have  ftruck  me 
as  wifely  ordained.  That  which  relates  to 
perlons  dying  inteftate,  divides  the  property 
equally  among  the  children — aftigns  to  the 
mother  one  third  of  the  whole — and  conducts 
with  great  forefight  and  juftice  the  divifion 
of  the  fortune  of  the  deceafed  in  default 
of  children,  wife,  father,  mother,  brother, 
After,  &c.  But  the  freedom  of  teftamentary 
devife  is  allowed  to  fubnft  in  unbounded  lati- 
tude ; and  the  manners  of  the  country  almoft 
univerfally  incline  the  teftators  rather  to  fol- 
low the  ançient  cuftoms,  than  to  regard  the 
intentions  of  the  more  recent  law  : the  con- 
G 2 fequence 
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fequence  of  which  is  that  the  eldefi  fon  in-* 
herits  almoft  the  whole  property,  and  the 
males  are  provided  with  fortunes  at  the  ex^ 
pence  of  the  females.  . • ; ; : 

The  Uave-laws  are  much  milder  here  than 
in  any  of  the  other  countries  through  which 
I have  hitherto  travelled.  Juftice,  I grant, 
is  not  the  fame  for  the.  mailer  as  for  the 
flave,  for  the  white  man  and  the  black. 
Legiflation  is  always  partial  in  this  inftance  ; 
but  that  partiality  is  a cruel  and  alrqofh  un- 
avoidable confequence  of  the  admiffion  of 
flavery  ; and  this  truth  ought  alone  to  be 
fqfficient  to  cccafion  its  abolition  among  an 
enlightened  people  who  retain  any  idea  of 
morality.  The  Virginians  have  gone  farther 
in  reforming  the  barbarity  of  the  ancient 
laws  refpeâing  flavery,  than  anv  other  people 
of  the  United  States — perhaps  than  any  other 
nation  upon  earth  where  flavery  prevails  iiy 
full  force. 

In  1//2  the  legiflature  of  Virginia  peti- 
tioned, the  king  of  England  to  authorize  the 
governor  to  give  his  fanâion  to  a law  pro- 
hibiting all  further  importation  of  negroes 
into  the  province  : and  his  refufal  to  grant 

their 
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their  requeft  is  one  of  the  grievances  on 
which  the  moft  bitter  complaints  are  made 
againft  his  Britifh  majefty  in  the  preamble 
to  the  new  conftitution  framed  in  1776^ 
Accordingly  an  a£t  forbidding  all  future 
importation  of  negroes  into  the  ftate  was 
one  of  the  firft  laws  paffed  by  the  legifla- 
ture  after  the  adoption  of  the  new  cohftitu* 
tion. 

A negro  who  raifes  his  hand  againft  a 
white  man  is  acquitted  if  it  be  proved  that 
he  has  "done  it  in  felf- defence  ; other  wife 
he  receives  thirty  lafhes.  The  flave  is 
judged  by  five  juftiçes  of  the  peace,  whofe 
unanimous  voice  is  requifite  to  pafs  fentence 
of  death.  Slaves  are  called  upon  to  give 
evidence  on  the  trials  of  other  {laves  in  cri~ 
minai  caufes  ; but  they  are  cautioned  by  the 
judges,  that,  if  their  teftimony  be  proved  falfe, 
their  ears  will  be  cut  off.  No  man  who 
is  in  the  flighteft  degree  interefted  either  for 
or  againft  a negro  is  allowed  to  fit  in  judge- 
ment on  or  give  evidence  againft  him.  If 
juftice  difpoles  of  the  perfon  of  a negro,  the 
owner  is  paid  the  full  value  of  his  flave  ; a 
regulation  which  renders  the  m afters  lefs  in- 
G 3 dined 
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dined  to  fcreen  their  Haves  from  the  feverity 
of  the  laws. 

The  courts  of  juftice  in  Virginia  are  in~ 
numerable.  The  cofts  of  law  are  not  con- 
ffderable  : and  in  confequence  litigation  is 
frequent.  Suits  for  the  recovery  of  debts  oc- 
cupy above  one  half  of  the  time  allotted  for 
the  feflions.  The  beft  proved  debt  cannot 
be  recovered  within  a (horter  period  than 
eighteen  months  : and  it  often  happens  that 
lèverai  years  are  not  fufficient  to  put  the  cre- 
ditor in  poffeffion  of  his  right.  The  natural 
averfion  to  the  payment  of  debts  finds  in 
chicanery  a thoufand  means  of  gratifying 
itfelf  : and  on  that  head,  here  as  well  as  in 
every  other  country,  the  manners  of  the 
people  aid  and  ftrengthen  the  refources  of 
chicanery. 

Difputes  refpe&ing  the  title  to  lands  are 
alfo  one  of  the  moft  frequent  caufes  of  law- 
fuits. 

The  criminal  code  is  nearly  the  fame  here  % 
as  in  the  other  ftates  which  have  not  followed 
the  laudable  example  of  Pennfylvania  : it  is 
even  fo  me  what  milder.  It  is  with  pamf 
however,  that  one  obferves  that  the  foreigner 

who 
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who  indents  himfelf  as  a fervant  is  liable 
to  the  punifhment  of  the  whip  for  various 
offences,  even  thofe  which  only  concern  his 
matter's  fervice.  The  other  punifhments 
are,  as  elfewhere,  hanging,  whipping,  burn- 
ing in  the  hand,  &c.  * 

The  ftate  of  Virginia  has  no  public  debt, 
except  a hundred  thoufand  dollars  in  which 
ttie  was  found  debtor  to  the  Union  on  the 
fettlement  of  the  accounts  of  the  ftates  with 
the  general  government — »and  a claim  of 
between  three  and  four  millions  of  livres, 
made,  on  the  part  of  France,  by  Monfieur  de 
Beaumarchais,  for  arms  and  military  ftores 
of^every  kind,  furnifhed  to  her  during  the 
war.  The  people  here  have  the  juftice  to 
allow  the  goodnefe  of  thofe  fupplies,  and  the 
abfolute  neceffity  of  them  at  the  time  when 

* Since  the  writing  of  this  journal,  the  legiflature  of 
Virginia,  on  the  22d  of  December  1796,  pafied  a law, 
that  now  lies  before  me,  by  which  the  punifhment  of 
death  is  folely  confined  to  cafes  of  premeditated  murder. 
All  other  crimes,  even  that  of  high  treafon,  are  punifhable, 
only  by  confinement  for  a (horter  or  a longer  term. 
At  length  the  Pennfylvania  fyftem,  refpeQing  the  penal 
bode  and  the  managçm^.,.  uf  prifons,  is  now  eftablifhed 
in  Virginia. 
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they  were  fent  : they  even  acknowledge  the 
greater  part  of  the  debt  ; neverthelefs  they 
do  not  feerri  djfpoied  to  give  any  formal  deed 
of  acknowledgement  ; the  ftate  being  as  little 
inclined  to  the  paytnent  of  debts  as  the  in- 
dividuals who  compofe  it. 

The  ftate  even  pofleffes  a capital  which  is 
eftimated  at  above  fi'xty  thoufand  dollars* 
But  this  capital,  which  is  daily  encreafmg, 
arifes  from  a fource  that  muft  fooner  or  later 
be  produdHve  of  difturbance  : it  is  the  grants 
of  land.  Purfuant  to  an  exifting  law,  the 
ftate  difpofes  of  vacant  lands  at  the  rate  of 
two  cents  per  acre,  or  twenty  dollars  for  a 
thoufand  acres  ; which  is  the  ufual  proportion 
of  thofe  grants.  To  obtain  fuch  grants,  it 
is  Sufficient  to  declare  that  the  lands  for 
which  application  is  made£  and-  of  which 
the  boundaries  are  deferred  in  the  petition, 
have  no  owner  : whereupon  the  ftate — that 
is  to  fay,  the  land-office.  Which  in  this 
inftance  reprefents  the  ftate— grants  a war- 
rant, or  an  order  for  a furvey.  * The  grantee 
has  his  grant  Purveyed  by  the  ftate  Purveyor  : 
it  is  regiftered  ; and  a very  moderate  annual 
tax  which  he  pays  for  his  land,  fecures  to 
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him  the  pofTeffion  of  it.  But  it*  Frequently 
happens  that  fucceffive  applications  are  made 
by  Several  perlons  for  thê  fame  land — not 
precifely  for  the  lame  tradt  bounded  by  the 
fame  limits — but  for  a traél,  which,  having 
different  boundaries,  includes  a greater  or 
lefler  part  of  that  already  granted  ; of  which 
the  remainder  is  included  in  another  fimilar 
application.  Thefe  again  fall  under  othfers 
of  the  fame  kind  in  endlefs  fucceffibn  ; fc 
that  the  fame  identical  acres  are  often 
claimed  by  five  or  fix  grantees,  or  even 
more. 

The  ftate  does  not  warrant  to  the  grantee 
that  the  lands  have  not  already  been  granted  ; 
it  is  his  bufinefs  to  acquire  fuch  information 
as  (hall  fecure  to  him  the  future  poffefiion  of 
the  property.  But,  in  an  uninhabited  country, 
with  a fingje  office,  where  .ands  belonging 
to  the  ftate  at  large  (without  any  fubdivifions 
into  townffiips  or  counties)  are  granted,  it  is 
impoffible  to  acquire  the  neceffary  informa- 
tion ; and  men  of  the  moll  upright  inten- 
tions are  often  deceived  on  the  occafion. 

The  fpeculators  find  their  account  in  this 
obfcurity:  and  in  this  kind  of  {peculation, 

which 
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Which  is  very  prevalent  in  Virginia,  the  in- 
habitants of  Pennfylvania  and  the  other 
northern  fiâtes  take  a deep  fhare.  The  flate 
alfo  -derives  a profit  from  thefe  double  or 
triple  fales,  by  the  money  thence  accruing. 
But,  befides  that  it  is  the  duty  of  a govern- 
ment to  preferve  the  governed  from  im- 
pofition,  and  ftill  more  to  abftain  from  all 
participation  in  the  fraud — it  is  eafy  to  forefee 
that  a time  will  come  when  the  grantees  of 
thofe  lands,  mortified  at  feeing  themfelves 
thus  duped,  and  incenfed  by  a refufal  on  the 
part  of  government  to  refund  their  money, 
will  carry  into  that  country  a new  germ  of 
difcontent,  and  confequently  of  diflurbance. 

This  flate  of  affairs  is  generally  known 
at  prefen t : and  accordingly  Virginian  lands 
are  fallen  into  difcredit.  The  quantity  is 
immenfe  : the  courfe  of  annual  migration 
tends  rather  to  diminifh  than  increafe  the 
population  of  Virginia:  thus  the  period 
when  the  uncultivated  lands,  of  which  there 
are  very  extenfive  trafls,  fhali  come  to  be 
inhabited,  is  much  farther  diftant  there  than 
in  any  other  flate  of  the  Union.  Meanwhile 
pretty  numerous  demands  are  already  made 

to 
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to  the  court  which  is  appointed  to  take  cog- 
nizance of  fuch  affairs  ; but  that  court,  barely- 
deciding  in  favour  of  the  oldeft  titles,  pro- 
nounces the  money  to  be  abfolutely  loft 
which  the  fécond  or  third  grantees  have  paid 
to  the  ftate  for  their  lands,  and  to  the  fur- 
veyors  for  the  expences  of  furveying.  Thefe 
laft  fums  amount  to  double  the  price  of  the 
purchafe,  that  is  to  fay,  to  four  cents  per 
acre. 

From  the  condition  of  the  finances  of  the 
ftate  of  Virginia,  it  follows  that  the  burdens 
impofed  on  the  citizens  are,  as  I have  already 
remarked,  by  no  means  heavy.  The  duty 
on  the  infpeftion  of  tobacco  tends  to  render 
them  ftill  lighter.  They  confift  of  five 
(hillings  on  every  hundred  pounds  eftimated 
value  of  lands,  divided  into  four  claffes  (and 
the  lands  are  always  eftimated  below  their 
real  value)- — two  dollars  and  one  twelfth 
on  every  three  hundred  and  thirty-three  dol- 
lars eftimated  value  in  city-lots — one  {hil- 
ling and  eight  pence  on  each  have  below  * 

* Au-deJJous  in  the  French,  Is  it  not  a fault  of  print  for 
au-defiust  above  / 
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the  age  of  twelve  years,  except  thofe  whd 
are  exempted  from  taxation  by  the  corpora- 
tion of  the  place  on  account  of  their  infir- 
mities—a fum  on  each  ftallion,  whether 
horfe  or  afs,  equal  the  price  demanded 
for  his  covering — four  pence  for  every  other 
horfe,  mare,  or  mule— forty  fhillings  for 
every  ordinary  licence — fifty  dollars  for  each 
billiard-table — fix  fhillings  per  wheel  on 
every  four-wheeled  carnage,  except  phaëtons 
and  waggons,  which  pay  but  four— and  ten 
fhillings  per  wheel  on  every  two-wheeled 
carriage.  Such  are  the  taxes  voted  in  the 
laft  feffion  for  the  expences  of  1796*.  They 
vary  in  proportion  to  the  greater  or  lefTer 
amount  of  public  expenditure  ordered. 

Independent  of  thefe  taxes,  there  are 
duties  impofed  on  proceedings  in  the  fü- 
preme  court— on  transfers  of  certificates  of 
thé  furveys  of  land — on  certificates  and  con- 
trats drawn  by  notaries — on  certificates 
given  by  the  county  courts  or  thofe  of  the 
towns— and,  finally,  on  certificates  pafîiüg 
the  great  feal  of  the  ftate.  The  valuation, 
of  the  lands  was  made  in  1781  and  1782, 

and 
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and  is  permanent.  Lands  recently  granted 
by  the  ftate  are  fubject  to  the  tax. 

The  fiheriffs  in  the  different  counties  are, 
by  virtue  of  their  office,  collectors  of  all  the 
taxes.  They  are  annually  nominated  by 
the  governor  of  the  ftate,  from  a lift  of 
three  juftices  of  the  peace,  drawn  up  by 
the  county-courts.  They  cannot  be  con* 
tinued  in  office  above  two  years.  They 
muft  give  fecurity  to  the  amount  of  thirty 
thoufand  dollars.  They  receive  a commit 
fion  of  five  per  cent  on  the  fums  by  them 
collected.  The  commiffioners  (generally  two 
in  each  county)  who  aftefs  the  taxes,  receive 
a dollar  per  day  during  the  time  they  devote 
to  that  bufinefs:  The  duties  on  judicial  pro~ 

cefles  are  received  by  the  county  clerks,  and 
by  the  officers  who  iffue  them.- — Every  im- 
migrant artifan  who  arrives  in  the  ftate 
enjoys  during  five  years  an  exemption  from 
every  other  tax  except  that  on  land,  if  he  fol- 
lows a trade. — The  taxes  being  light  are 
Well  paid  in  Virginia.  The  feizure  of  mo- 
vable property,  and  even  of  flaves,  enfures 
the  regular  collection  of  all  the  funds.— The 
çxpences  of  the  government  of  Virginia 

annually 
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annually  amount  to  a hundred  and  fixty 
thoufand  dollars. 

The  counties  impofe  no  taxes  unlefs  when 
they  have  bridges,  prifons,  or  court-houfes,  to 
Build.  In  fuch  cafes  the  lands  at  the  value 
eftimated  for  the  ftate-taxes,  and  the  negroes, 
are  taken  as  data  by  which  to  regulate  the 
temporary  impofitions  which  are  deemed  ne- 
ceffary.— I have  already  remarked  that  the 
roads  are  made  and  repaired  by  the  labour 
of  the  inhabitants. 

The  town-taxes  are  in  general  confined  to 
thofe  for  the  fupport  of  the  poor.  At  Rich- 
mond they  embrace  a variety  of  objeéis  : 
they  are  impofed  on  carriages,  and  the  let- 
ting of  houfes  ; they  comprize  moreover  an 
impofition  of  two  {hillings  per  head  on  ne- 
groes above  fixteen  years  of  age,  &c.  but 
they  do  not  . in  any  particular  wear  the  fea- 
tures of  an  arbitrary  capitation-tax,  from 
which  feveral  of  the  other  ftates  are  not 
exempt. 

The  Rate  of  Virginia,  like  moft  of  the 
other  ftates  of  the  Union,  is  unprovided  with 
arms  for  her  militia,  and  cannon  for  her 
artillery.  The  late  afiembly  has  ordered  a 

yearly 
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yearly  provifion  to  be  made  of  four  thoufand 
Hand  of  arms  with  itiilitary  accoutrements, 
and  ten  pieces  of  cannon.  Each  artillery 
company  is  to  have  one.  The  magazine 
for  their  reception  is  appointed  to  be  at 
Point-of-Fork  on  James-River;  and  the 
arms  are  fabricated  at  New-London  in 
Bedford-County. 

A wife  law  of  Virginia,  intended  to  a£l 
on  the  eleftors  as  a ftimulus  to  attend  the 
numerous  ele&ions  held  in  this  ftate,  fubjeéis 
to  a double  tax  all  thofe  who  abfent  them- 
felves  on  fuch  occafions,  unlefs  they  can 
plead  ill  health  as  their  apology. 

There  has  not  for  a confiderable  time  been, 
any  eftablifliment  of  free  fchools  in  Virginia. 
Every  thing  remained  to  be  done  in  that 
refpeft — the  divifion  of  counties  into  fchool- 
diftriéls — organization  of  their  adminiftra- 
tion — ere&ion  of  fchool-houfes,  &c.  A law 
of  the  twenty-fecond  of  December  1 77O, 
has  provided  for  all  thefe  objefts  with  pru- 
dence, forefight,  and  confummate  judgement. 
Some  years  however  mud  yet  elapfe  before 
fuch  eftablifihments  can  take  place  in  every 
part  of  the  ftate  : but  the  foundations  are 

already 
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already  laid:  and  we  may  anticipate  the 
period  when  the  fyftem  of  gratuitous  public 
education  will  fiourifh  in  Virginia  for  the 
whites,  as  it  does  in  MafTachufetts  and 
Connedlicut  for  all  the  inhabitants.  : 

The  conftitution  of  Virginia,  framed  in 
17/0?  eftablifhes  the  fame  divifion  of  powers 
as  the  conftitutions  of  the  other  liâtes.  Each 
of  the  counties,  which  are  eighty-eight  in 
number,  fends  two  members  to  the  houfe  of 
delegates:  Norfolk,  Williamlburg,  and  Rich- 
mond, which  are  privileged  towns,  fend  one 
each.  They  are  eleded  annually.  The 
qualifications  for  eligibility  are,  that  the 
Candidate  pofiefs  the  rights  of  a citizen  of 
Virginia,  and  have  attained  the  age  of  twenty-* 
one  years. 

The  fen  ate  is  compofed  of  twenty-four 
members — two  for  each  diftridl  ; the  Hate 
being,  for.  this  fingle  purpofe,  divided  into 
twelve  imaginary  diftridts.  The  fenators  are% 
elected  for  four  years  ; and  one  quarter  of 
their  number  annually  vacate  their  feats. 
The  age  of  twenty-five  years  is  required 
for  eleftion  into  the  fenate.  The  eledlors 
muft  poffefs  a hundred  acres  of  uncultivated 

land. 
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land,  or  twenty-five  acres  under  cultivation , 
or  a houfe  or  lot  in  a town. 

The  governor,  the  executive  council 
(without  whofe  concurrence  he  can  [do 
nothing),  the  judges  of  the  fupreme  Court, 
the  attorney-general,  the  treafurer,  the  direc- 
tor of  the  land-office,  and  the  commander 
in  chief  of  the  militia,  are  chofen  by  ballot 
by  both  houfes. 

The  governor  is  defied  forgone  year,  and 
, cannot  continue  in  office  above  three  years 
in  feven.  The  executive  council  is  com- 
pofed  of  eight  members,  two  of  whom  are 
removed  every  three  years  by  a ballot  of 
both  houfes,  and  are  not  re-eligible  during 
the  three  years  next  enfuing.  The  prefident 
of  the  executive  council,  who  is  defied  by 
the  council  itfelf,  afis  as  governor  of  the  date 
in  cafe  of  the  death,  incapacity,  or  abfence* 
of  the  governor. 

The  judges  continue  in  office  during  good 
behaviour. — The  treafurer  is  appointed  only 
for  one  year,  but  is  re-eligible. 

The  justices  of  the  peace  are  propofed  by 
the  county-courts  to  the  governor,  who  ap- 
points them  without  the  power  of  rejefiiom 
Vol.  III.  H The 
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The  fubordinate  officers  of  juftice  are  no- 
minated by  the  courts  to  which  they  belong, 
and  the  conftables  by  the  juftices  of  the 
peace. 

The  governor  cannot  give  his  opinion  on 
the  laws  : he  cannot  grant  a pardon  with- 
out the  confent  of  his  council.  Of  all  the 
fiâtes  of  the  Union,  Virginia  is  that  in  which 
the  governor  poffefles  the  leaf!:  power,  and 
the  falaries  of  office  are  the  loweft.  The 
public  functionaries  here  receive  very  Hender 
remunerations:  and  accordingly  employ- 

ments are  habitually  refufed  by  the  very 
men  who  are  beft  qualified  to  hold  them, 
but  who,  by  accepting  them,  would  lofe  a 
confiderable  portion  of  the  income  which 
they  can  derive  from  their  profeffions,  and 
who  thus  could  lay  up  no  referve  for  the 
eilablifhment  of  their  families. 

This  conftitution,  framed  during  the  war 
with  the  mother-country,  is  preceded  by  a 
preamble  enumerating  the  grievances  with 
which  Virginia fojuftly  reproached  the  **** 
government. 

The  organization  of  the  judicial  fyftem  is 
more  complex  in  Virginia  than  elfewhere. 

E^ch 
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Each  county  has  a monthly  court  : four  or 
five  counties  conftitute  a diftridt,  where  are 
held  the  circuit-courts,  the  general  court, 
orphans’  dourt,  chancellor’s  court,  &c.  &c. 
The  Virginians  are  unanimous  in  averting 
that  the  feats  of  judges  are,  with  a few  ex- 
ceptions, very  ill  filled  : and  among  the  ex-» 
ceptions  they  mention  the  poft  of  chancellor* 
held  by  Mr.  Whyte,  who  enjoys  the  general 
efteem.  Thofe  who  are  better  qualified  to 
fill  the  places  of  judges  refufe  them  becaufe 
they  are  laborious  and  produdtive  of  little 
profit. 

Perfedl  freedom  of  religion  is  allowed  by 
the  laws  of  Virginia  : but  few  nations  are 
lefs  addidled  to  religious  pradtices  than  the 
Virginians.  At  Richmond  there  is  no  church. 
Prayers  are  fometimes  read  in  the  Capitol, 
in  one  of  the  halls  deftined  for  the  legiflature  : 
and  then  they  are  read  by  an  epifcopalian 
clergyman,  becaufe  thofe  who  call  them- 
felves  members  of  that  profeffion  are  more 
numerous  than  the  others.  Meetings  of 
anabaptifts,  methodifts,  and  even  quakers, 
are  more  regularly  held,  but  in  private  houfes, 
as  none  of  thofe  fedts  have  any  public  build- 
H 2 ing 
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ing  appropriated  to  the  praflice  of  their  re- 
ligion. 

The  colonization  of  Virginia,  or  rather 
its  firft  ^Settlement,  dates  from  the  year  1584, 
at  which  period  Queen  Elizabeth  granted  to 
Sir  Walter  Raleigh  the  property  of  all  the 
lands  he  could  difcover  beyond  the  feas,  un- 
inhabited by  any  Chriftian  nation.  This 
property  extended  to  the  diftance  of  two  hun- 
dred leagues  from  any  habitations  which  the 
new  colony  might  eftablifh  within  fix  years. 
The  queen  refer ved  for  herfelf  only  a fifth 
part  of  the  produce  of  any  gold  or  filver 
minés  which  might  be  difcovered.  It  was  in 
the  ifle  of  Roanoke,  which  now  conftitutes  a 
part  of  North- Carolina,  that  the  new  fettlers 
firft  landed  : and  hence  they  afterward  pro- 
ceeded to  Hatoralk  in  the  bay  of  Cheiapeak. 
This  eftablifh  ment,  which  was  not  aided  by 
any  public  alfiftance  from  England,  already 
coft  Sir  Walter  Raleigh  forty  thoufand 
pounds  fteiling.  He  was  therefore  obliged 
to  form  a partnerfhip  with  Thomas  Smith 
and  other  adventurers,  to  whom,  in  return 
for  consi  derable  fums  of  money  received  from 
them,  he  granted  an  unlimited  freedom  of 

trade 
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trade  and  a fhare  in  the  proprietorship.  But 
in  1Ô03  Sir  Walter  was  ar relied  by  order  of 
the  Englifli  court  ; and  it  has  never  fince 
been  known  what  became  of  the  fmall  number 
of  colonifts  at  that  time  fettled  in  his  im- 
menfe  grant.  / 

From  the  misfortunes  of  Sir  Walter 
Raleigh  fome  rich  proprietors  and  merchants 
of  London,  who  were  jealous  of  his  poflfeflion, 
conceived  the  idea  that  he  had  no  longer 
any  claim  to  it  : and  this  opinion  received 
confirmation  from  the  conduct  of  king 
James,  who,  by  letters  patent,  granted  to  Sir 
Thomas  Gates,  the  Earl  of  Salifhury,  and 
fome  others,  for  themfelves  and  their  heirs, 
all  the  lands  of  Virginia,  to  the  extent  of 
two  hundred  miles  north  and  fputh  of  Point 
Comfort,  together  with  the  adjacent  iflands 
within  a hundred  miles  of  the  coaft,  &c.  &c. 
This  company  was  incorporated  under  the 
name  of  “ treaflirers  and  company  of  adven- 
turers and  planters  of  the  city  of  London 
for  the  firft  colony  in  Virginia.”  This 
patent,  iffued  in  1ÔOQ,  granted  and  allowed 
freedom  of  commerce  with  England,  ex- 
emption  from  all  taxes,  and  the  rights  of  an 
H 3 Engl  if  h 
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Englifh  fubjecft,  to  every  perfon  born  in  the 
new  colony.  The  council,  which  was  to  fit 
in  London  for  the  diredtion  of  the  enterprize, 
was  chofen  by  the  nomination  of  the  com- 
pany. Never  was  patent  granted  in  fuch  ex- 
ten  five  latitude. 

The  Indians,  as  in  every  other  inftance, 
aflifted  the  rifing  colony  : they  had  fihown 
themfelves  equally  kind  and  hofpitable  to  Sir 
Walter  Raleigh  : but  here  alfo,  as  every- 
where elfe,  they  in  the  end  became  obje&s 
of  perfecution  ; and  wars  between  them  and 
the  colonifts  fhook  and  difturbed  the  new 
fettlement. 

In  1 Ô2 1 , a fort  of  conftitution  had  been 
given  to  the  colony  by  the  company  who 
were  its  proprietors.  This  conftitution  ap- 
pointed an  annual  alfembly  compofed  of  two 
reprefentatives  from  each  town,  plantation, 
or  hundred — a privy  council  nominated  by 
the  company — and  a governor,  alfo  of  their 
nomination,  who  poflelfed  a negative  on  the 
laws  propofed  by  the  alfembly.  r 

In  1Ô22,  Charles  the  Firft,  diffatisfied  with 
the  condudl  of  the  company,  took  the  go- 
vernment of  the  colony  into  his  own  hands. 
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ill  violation  of  the  charter  granted  by  his 
predeceftor,  which  deprived  him  of  that 
right.  This  change  of  mafters,  however, 
did  not  affedt  either  the  rights  or  the  opinions 
of  the  colonifts. 

It  was  under  the  reign  of  Charles  the 
Firft  that  Lords  Baltimore  and  Fairfax  ob- 
tained a difmemberment  of  the  jurifdidlion, 
government,  and  territory,  of  Virginia. 

In  1Ô50,  after  the  depofition  of  that  prince, 
the  Englifh  parliament  forbade  the  colonies 
to  carry  on  any  commerce  with  foreign  na- 
tions : and  this  was  the  firft  ftep  in  that 
prohibitory  fjftem,  of  which  the  fupport  and 
the  confequences  have  finee  been  attended 
with  the  lofs  to  England  of  her  colonies  in 
North  America. 

The  colony  of  Virginia  for  fome  time  re- 
fufed  to  acknowledge  the  authority  of  Crom- 
well and  the  republican  parliament  : but  in 
1Ô5I  the  colonifts  laid  down  their  arms,  and 
received  from  parliament  a new  charter  con- 
firming them  in  the  enjoyment  of  all  their 
former  rights,  except  the  polfeffion  of  that 
portion  of  their  territory  antecedently  granted 
to  Lords  Baltimore  and  Fairfax.  But,  after 
H 4 the 
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the  reftoration  of  royalty  in  England,  the 
fucceeding  kings  paid  no  greater  refpeft  to 
this  charter  than  Charles  the  Fir  ft  had  (hown 
to  the  former.  The  affembly  was  now 
divided  into  two  houfes  : appeals  were  car- 
ried from  the  tribunals  of  Virginia  to  Lon- 
don : the  prohibition  of  foreign  trade  was 
again  enforced- — the  territory  of  Virginia 
diminifhed — the  inhabitants  of  the  colony 
thrown  into  prifon,  tranfported  to  England, 
&c.  &c. 

Virginia,  thinking  herfelf  more  feverely 
aggrieved  by  England  than  any  other  of  the 
American  colonies,  was  one  of  the  fil'd:  to 
take  a part  in  the  revolution  : and  no  one  of 
the  ftates  made  more  vigorous  efforts,  ex- 
pended greater  fums,  or  difplayed  more  fignal 
energy,  to  accomplifh  that  happy  objeft. 

DEPARTURE  FROM  RICHMOND.— 
MANCHESTER.— JOURNEY  TO  PE-, 
TERSBURG. 

The  bridge  that  unites  Richmond  to  Man- 
chefter  is  one  of  the  worft  and  moft  dangerous 
of  all  poffible  bridges.  In  its  length  it  is 

divided 
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divided  by  two  ifiands  : but,  from  one  end 
to  the  other,  it  is  nothing  better  than  an 
irregular  aiTemblage  of  unjoined  unfaftened 
planks  laid  upon  joifts  which  bend  in  con- 
fequence  of  their  length,  and  which  them- 
felves  reft  on  piers,  partly  of  wood  partly  of 
ftone,  the  tottering  remains  of  a fomewhat 
better  bridge  that  was  deftroyed  a few  years 
lince  by  an  extraordinary  fwell  of  the  river. 
Thefe  remnants  of  the  former  piers  are 
moreover  of  unequal  height,  fo  that  this 
bridge  poftefifes  every  imaginable  character- 
iftic  of  infolidity.  It  is  called  a temporary 
bridge,  becaufe  the  people  talk  of  building 
another  : but  the  fame  thing  has  been  faid  for 
the  laft  five  or  fix  years,  during  which  period 
the  paflage  has  continued  in  its  prefent  ftate. 
There  are  not  even  any  funds  pointed  out 
for  that  objedt;  and  it  would  require  confider- 
able  fums  to  eredt  the  intended  bridge  in 
fuch  manner  as  to  fecure  it  againft  thofe 
annual  frefhes  which  are  very  powerful,  and 
which  acquire  additional  violence  in  paffing 
the  falls,  at  the  foot  of  which  the  bridge 
ftands.  Thofe  yearly  fwells  of  the  river, 
particularly  at  the  clofe  of  winter,  nie,  from 

twenty- 
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twenty-five  to  thirty  feet  in  height. — In  ad- 
dition to  its  other  defe&s,  this  wretched 
bridge  is  unprovided  with  rails  or  parapets  : 
and  not  a year  paffes  without  witneffing 
fome  melancholy  accidents  in  confequence. 

Manchefter  is  a very  neat  little  village, 
well  built,  and  {landing  on  a very  gentle  de- 
clivity. Gardens  and  trees  abound  within 
it,  and  it  prefents,  as  I have  before  obferved, 
a beautiful  profpeéi  from  Richmond.  But 
the  country  over  which  a traveller  palfes 
on  his  way  from  Manchefter  to  Peterfburg, 
is  fiat,  and  for  the  moft  part  barren  : very 
little  culture  appears  ; but  an  almoft  uninter- 
rupted fuccefiion  of  woods,  broken  however 
by  here  and  there  forae  fields  which  yield 
four  or  five  bufhels  of  wheat  per  acre,  or 
from  eight  to  ten  of  Indian  corn.,  Thefe 
fields  are  never  manured  ; hardly  even  are 
they  ploughed  ; and  it  feldom  happens  that 
their  owners  for  two  fucceflive  years  exa£iv 
from  them  thefe  fcanty  crops. 

Ofborne’s,  at  the  diftance  of  fifteen  miles 
from  Richmond,  is  the  only  village  on  the 
road*  It  is  fituate  on  the  bank  of  a river 
which  winds  in  numerous  mæanders.  From 

Olborne’s 
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O {borne's  to  Peterfburg,  the  face  of  the 
country  continues  the  fame  : it  prefents  in*» 
deed  a fomewhat  greater  number  of  log- 
houfes,  but  every  where  exhibits  the  features 
of  lazinefs,  of  ignorance,  and  confequently 
of  poverty.  Although  a great  part  of  theft 
lands  be  naturally  bad,  neverthelefs,  with 
greater  induftry  and  more  judicious  manage- 
ment, they  might  be  cultivated  to  ad- 
vantage ; for  they  produce  trees  of  tolerable 
height  and  good  quality. 

PETERSBURG. 

Peterfburg  is  built  on  the  Appomattox. 
At  the  town  and  ten  miles  below  it,  this 
river  is  but  four  or  five  feet  deep.  The 
velfels  therefore  which  can  come  up  to 
Peterfburg  are  ftill  inferior  in  point  of  ton- 
nage to  thofe  which  can  go  up  to  Richmond. 
Broad-bay,  eight  miles  below  Peterfburg,  is 
the  place  where  the  veflels  are  loaded. 

The  trade  of  Peterfburg  is  fimilar  to  that 
of  Richmond  : but,  as  this  town  lies  nearer 
to  North-Carolina,  it  receives  a greater 
quantity,  than  the  other,  of  the  produce  of 

that 
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that  ftate,  fuch  as  wheat,  tobacco,  fait  pro- 
vifions,  and  fome  hemp.  Its  exportations 
are  for  the  fame  reafon  more  confiderable 
than  thofe  of  Richmond,  although,  gene- 
rally fpeaking,  the  produce  it  receives  is  in- 
ferior in  quality.  Tobacco,  for  inftance, 
which  fells  at  Richmond  fo-r  fix  or  feven 
dollars  the  hundred  weight,  does  not  fetch 
quite  five  at  Peterfburg.  The  caufe  of  this 
difference  is  the  fuperiority  of  the  foil,  and 
it  is  faid  alfo  of  the  cultivation,  in  the  lands 
on  the  banks  of  James-River  and  to  the  right 
of  it,  where  grows  the  tobacco  that  is  almoft 
exclufively  carried  to  Richmond.  The  price 
of  tobacco  has  experienced  a rife  of  two  fifths 
within  the  lafl  two  or  three  years,  becaufe 
the  increafed  price  of  wheat  has  induced  the 
planters  to  appropriate  to  the  culture  of  that 
giui  j confiderable  trafts  of  land  which  were 
Wore  devoted  to  the  railing  of  tobacco,  and 
the  two  iaft  crops  of  this  plant  have  more- 
over been  very  indifferent. 

Flour-mills  are  more  numerous  at  Pe- 
te rfburg  and  in  its  vicinity  than  at  Rich- 
mond : but,  if  we  may  judge  of  the  flour 
that  is  exported,  by  that  of  which  they  make 

the 
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the  bread  that  is  eaten  in  the  beft  houfes 
and  even  at  the  tables  of  the  mill-owners 

9 

it  muft  be  very  far  inferior  to  that  of  Phila* 
delphia.  It  is  not  white  ; and  the  millers 
fay  that  good  wheat  is  difficult  to  be  pro- 
cured. The  grain  which  I have  feen  of  the 
prefent  crop — -for  the  harveft  is  every- where 
nearly  finifhed— is  fmall  and  light.  Never- 
thelefs  the  flour  fells  at  thirteen  and  even 
fourteen  dollars  ; and  the  millers  of  Pe- 
terfburg,  expeéling  a further  encreafe  in  the 
price,  paid,  two  months  fince,  fo  high  as  two 
dollars  and  half  per  bufhel  for  wheat,  even 
for  very  confiderable  quantities.  The  in- 
telligence from  Europe,  however,  threatens 
them  with  a prodigious  difcount  on  the  ex- 
posed profits  of  their  fpeculation  $ fince 
there  has  lately  arrived  at  Bofton  a veflel 
which  had  failed  from  Norfolk  in  February, 
and  which  has  brought  back  to  America  her 
cargo  of  three  thoufand  barrels  of  flour,  for 
which  (he  could  not  obtain  above  eight  dol- 
lars per  barrel  either  in  France  or  England» 
That  article  has  recently  been  fold  for  feven 
and  half  at  Alexandria  and  Norfolk. 

At  Peterfburg,  as  well  as  at  Richmond,  the 

mills 


TRAVELS  THROUGH 


no 

mills  are  upon  a good  conftru&ion.  Five 
bufhels  of  wheat  yield  a barrel  of  firft  flour  : 
fix  are  required  to  produce  a barrel  of  fuper- 
fine  flour,  exclufive  of  the  fécond  flour,  the 
pollard,  and  bran.  The  miller’s  claim  is  one 
eighth  ; fometimes,  when  bufinefs  is  dull 
with  him,  he  contents  himfelf  with  a tenth. 
By  the  way,  it  appears  that  the  dexterity  of 
the  Virginian  millers  in  making  the  moft  of 
their  grift  is  in  no  wife  inferior  to  that  of  the 
millers  in  Europe. 

Peterfburg  is  a tolerably  neat  little  town, 
built  along  the  river-fide,  only  two  ftreets 
deep,  and  a mile  and  half  in  extent,  on 
a hill  of  pretty  rapid  elevation.  Blandford, 
which  is  now  united  with  Peterfburg  into 
one  corporation,  is  the  part  which  is  more 
remarkable  for  elegant  and  well-built  houfes. 

Society  at  Peterfburg  appears  polite,  oblig- 
ing, and  hofpitable.  Political  opinion,  divided 
here  as  every- where  elfe,  is  by  a great  ma- 
jority in  favour  of  oppofition.  This  differ- 
ence of  fentiments  however  is  lefs  produétive 
here,  than  at  Richmond,  of  difunion  between 
the  individuals  of  oppofite  parties.  Colonel 
Peachy,  Doctor  Stone,  Mr.  Euftis,  brother  to 

my 
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my  friend  Debtor  Euftis  of  Bofton,  Major 
Gibbon,  Mr.  Campbell,  are  the  perfons  in 
whofe  company  I have  ofteneft  been  during 
my  fhort  ftay  in  this  town.  The  laft-men- 
tioned  gentleman  has  lately  married  Made- 
moifelle  de  la  Porte,  a French  lady,  niece  to 
Moniteur  de  Tubeuf,  who,  after  having  fet- 
tled about  three  years  fince  in  the  back 
country  of  Virginia,  was  there  murdered  by 
two  Irifhmen,  who  fuppofed  him  to  be  pof- 
feifed  of  a great  deal  of  money. 

The  prices  of  the  neceffaries  of  life  are 
nearly  the  fame  here  as  at  Richmond  : and 
Peterlburg  is  equally  deftitute  of  churches. 

PRESQU'ILE,  Mr.  DAVIES  RANDOLPH  S 
PLANTATION. 

At  Peterlburg  I had  met  Mr.  Davies 
Randolph,  for  whom  I had  a letter  ; and, 
in  confequence  of  his  invitation,  I went  to 
his  houfe  and  there  fpent  a day.  He  lives 
at  City-Point  or  Bermuda-Hundred,  the 
place  where  the  river  Appomattox  difeharges 
its  ftream  into  James-River.  Here  the 
water  is  fufficiently  deep  to  admit  fliips  of 

any 
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any  tonnage  : and  this  in  the  place  where 
the  larger  veftels  difcharge  their  cargoes 
into  lighters,  and  thus  forward  to  Richmond 
and  Peterfburg  the  merchandize  which  they 
have  brought.  City-Point  is  the  fpot  where 
the  cuftom-houfe  is  e^ablifhed  for  thofe  two 
places.  If  the  towns  of  Richmond  and  Pe- 
terfburg had  been  ereâed  at  City-Point, 
their  commerce,  would  have  been  more 
confiderable,  their  intercourfe  with  Europe 
more  direct,  and  Norfolk  would  not,  as  now 
is  the  cafe,  have  engroffed  almoft  the  entire 
trade  of  that  part  of  Virginia.  Rut  City- 
Point  lies  low,  and  is  furrounded  by  fwamps. 
The  air  in  the  vicinity  is  not  falubrious;  and, 
in  all  probability,  the  detriment  which  the 
inhabitants  muft  have  fufferea  in  point  of 
health  would  have  been  fufficient  to  counter- 
balance the  advantage'of  fuperior  opulence. 

At  a half-mile  from  the  cuftom-houfe 
ftands  the  habitation  of  Mr.  Davies  Ran- 
dolph,- in  one  of  thofe  long  windings  which 
James-River  forms  in  this  part:  from  which 
circumftance  it  is  that  this  plantation  bears 
the  name  of  Prefqu’ile  (or  Peninfula). 

Mr.  Davies  Randolph  is  fully  entitled  to 

the 
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the  reputation  which  he  enjoys  of  being  the 
beft  farmer  in  the  whole  country.  lie 

1 J 

polfelfes  fev en  hundred  and  fifty  , acres  of 
land,  of  which  three  hundred  aiid  fifty  are 
at  prefent  fufceptible  of  cultivation  ; the  reft 
are  all  fwampy  grounds,  which  may  pro- 
bably be  drained  at  a confiderable  expence, 
but  which  have  not  yet  undergone  that  pro- 
cefs.  Eight  negroes  (of  whom  two  are  little 
better  than  children),  two  horfes,  and  four 
oxen,  cultivate  thofe  three  hundred  and  fifty 
acres,  which  he  has  divided  into  fields  of  forty 
acres  inclofed.  Of  thofe  three  hundred  and 
fifty  acres,  only  forty,  which  are  fubdivided 
into  fix  portions,  are  alternately  dunged;  the 
remainder  never  has  been  fo. 

The  common  rotation  of  culture  in  the 
country  is,  Indian  corn,  wheat,  fallow,  and 
thus  again  in  regular  fucceffion.  The  lands 
produce  from  five  to  eight  bufhels  of  wheat 
per  acre,  and  from  twelve  to  fifteen  of  Indian 
corn,  according  to  their  quality.  Mr.  Ran- 
dolph has  deviated  from  this  fyftem  of  culture 
on  his  eftate  : that  which  he  purfues  is  as 
follows — Indian  corn,  oats,  wheat,  rye,  fal- 
low ; and  he  raifes  from  ten  to  twelve 
Vol.  III.  I bufhels 
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bufhels  of  wheat  per  acre,  and  from  eighteen 
to  twenty-five  of  Indian  corn.  The  rife  in 
the  price  of  wheat  has  induced  him  to  vary 
the  rotation  of  his  crops,  and  to  fubftitute 
that  of  wheat,  oats  or  rye,  wheat,  two  years’ 
fallow.  By  purfuing  this  method,  he  reaps 
from  thirteen  to  fixteen  bufhels  of  wheat. 
He  feparately  cultivates  the  Indian  corn  in 
one  or  two  fields  according  to  his  former 
rotation.  He  has  proved  by  experience  that 
manuring  with  dung  triples  the  produce. 
His  lands  are  good  ; and,  compared  with 
the  reft  of  the  country,  they  are  kept  in 
very  excellent  condition,  though  very  in- 
differently in  comparifon  with  the  moft 
ordinary  husbandry  of  Europe.  He  keeps  no 
cows  except  for  the  purpofes  of  the  dairy, 
and  to  furnifti  him  with  calves  for  his  own 
confumption.  His  cows  are  very  fine,  and 
of  his  own  rearing.  His  labouring  oxen  are 
of  a fmall  breed  ; and  it  is  thought  in  the 
country  that  thofe  of  larger  fize  could  not 
ftand  the  heat.  He  purchafes  thofe  labour- 
ing oxen  at  thirty  dollars  the  pair.  Mr. 
Randolph  feeds  thirty  flieep,  but  merely  for 
the  fupply  of  his  own  table. 

He 
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He  declares  that  each  of  his  negroes  la  ft 
year  produced  to  him,  after  all  expences 
paid,  a net  fum  of  three  hundred  dollars, 
although  he  fold  his  wheat  for  no  more  than 
a dollar  the  buthel.  He  expedted  that  they 
would  this  year  have  cleared  him  four  hun- 
dred dollars  each  : but  the  fall  in  the  prices 
of  produce  will  difappoint  his  hopes. 

The  fituation  of.  his  houfe  gives  him  alfo 
the  means  of  annually  felling  eight  or  nine 
hundred  dollars’  worth  'of  fill- — fturgeon, 
Iliad,  and  herrings,  which  he  faits. 

His  fwampy  grounds  fupply  him  with 
abundance  of  timber  for  fuel  and  fences  : but 
they  produce  a ftill  greater  abundance  of 
noxious  exhalations  which  prove  a fource 
of  frequent  and  dangerous  difeafes.  Mr. 
Randolph  is  himfelf  very  fickly  ; and  his 
young  and  amiable  wife  has  not  enjoyed  one 
month  of  good  health  ftnce  (he  firft  came  to 
live  on  this  plantation.  Accordingly  Mr. 
Randolph  intends  to  quit  it,  and  remove  to 
Richmond,  where  moreover  he  has  frequent 
bufinefs  in  confequence  of  his  office,  which 
is  that  of  marfhal  to  the  Rate.  He  withes  to 
fell  this  plantation,  which,  in  the  worft  years, 

I 2 « has 
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has  brought  him  in  eighteen  hundred  dollars, 
and  which,  for  the  laft  two  years,  has 
yielded  him  three  thoufand  five  hundred.  It 
is  in  very  good  condition  : but  he  cannot 
find  a purchafer  for  it  at  the  fum  of  twenty 
thoufand  dollars,  which  he  demands.  This 
facft  furnifhes  a proper  idea  of  the  low  price 
of  land  in  Virginia.  I have  been  allured, 
that,  although  fome  of  the  lands  have 
doubled  their  value  during  the  laft  twenty- 
years,  a much  greater  portion  have  fallen  in 
their  price. 

BERMUD  A-H  UNDRE  D— EXPOR  TA- 
TIONS FROM  RICHMOND  AND 
PETERSBURG. 

During  my  ftay  at  the  houfe  of  Mr.  Davies 
Randolph  I had  an  opportunity  of  learning, 
with  fome  degree  of  minutenefs,  the  amount 
and  value  of  the  exports  from  Bermuda- 
Hundred  or  City-Point,  the  emporium  and 
cuftom-houfe  of  the  two  towns  of  Richmond 
and  Peterfburg.  I received  the  details  of 
particulars  from  Mr.  Kelt,  the  colledtor  of 
the  cuftoms  at  that  place. 
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Statement  of  the  Exportations  from  Bermuda-Hundred  or  City-Point . 
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REMARKS  ON  THE  FOREGOING 
TABLE. 

In  the  column  of  flour,  the  féconds  and 
even  the  pollards  are  included  with  that  of 
the  firft  quality. 

From  the  different  ftatements  included  in 
the  above  table,  it  refults, 

1°.  That,  during  the  lafl:  five  years  and 
half,  the  feveral  articles  have  individually 
riferi  more  or  lefs  in  price,  but  all  in  general 
very  confiderably. 

2°.  That  the  exportation  of  tobacco  has 
undergone  a diminution  of  one  half,  in  point 
of  quantity  ; but  that  the  article  has  doubled 
in  value. 

3°.  That  the  quantity  of  flour  has  ex- 
ceflively  diminifhed,  at  leaf:  fo  far  as  regards 
the  direct  exportation:  for  it  is  certain  that 
the  greateft  quantity  is  exported  by  the  w^y 
of  Baltimore. 

4°.  That  the  exportation  of  wheat  has 
dwindled  to  nothing  : a circumftance  which, 
exclufive  of  the  fame  common  caufe  that 
has  contributed  to  diminifh  the  exportation 

of 
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of  flour,  has  moreover  for  its  particular  rea- 
fon  the  number  of  mills  which  are  daily 
eredted  in  Virginia. 

RETURN  TO  RICHMOND  — FURTHER 

OBSERVATIONS  ON  THAT  TOWN. 

Monfieur  Guillemard  had  accompanied  me 
to  Prefqu’ile.;  and  we  returned  together  by 
the  fame  road  which  we  had  travelled  on 
the  preceding  day. 

Mr.  Hopkins,  commiffioner  of  the  loan- 
office  of  the  United  States — Monfieur  Che- 
valier, his  brother-in-law,  of  whom  I have 
already  made  mention — Dodlor  Maclue,  a 
native  of  Scotland,  a phyfician  of  high  re- 
pute, and  a well-informed  man — Governor 
Brooke — Mr.  John  Mar  (hall — Mr.  Campbell 
— Dodlor  Foulchie,  with  whom  the  affairs 
of  one  of  my  friends  brought  me  acquainted 
— Meffrs.  Brown  and  Burton,  Englifh  mer- 
chants— are  the  perfons  with  whom  I was 
moft  frequently  in  company  at  Richmond. 
The  political  opinions  of  thofe  feveral  gen- 
tlemen are  extremely  different  : but  in  the 
locial  circle  there  prevails  among  them  a 

I 4 degree 
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degree  of  politenefs  which  would  prevent  a 
ftranger  from  perceiving  that  difference  if 
he  were  not  previoufly  apprized  of  it. 

There  are  no  doubt  at  Richmond,  as  in 
every  other  part  of  Virginia,  a certain 
number  of  individuals,  who,  diffatisfied  with 
the  commercial  treaty,  carry  their  refentment 
of  it  to  an  exceffive  length,  and  would  wifh 
for  fuch  a change  in  the  conftitution  of  the 
United  States  as  fhould  render  it  more  demo- 
cratic : but  I have  never  heard  even  the  moft 
violent  of  that  clafs  exprefs  a wifh  for  re- 
paration or  difunion  : and  indeed  it  muft 
be  confeffed,  that,  under  the  prefent  me- 
diocrity of  wealth  in  the  ftate  of  Virginia, 
the  paucity  of  her  population  in  proportion 
to  her  extent,  and  her  backwardnefs  in 
point  of  agricultural  improvement,  the  in- 
habitants could  not  reafonably  entertain  a 
defire  of  fuch  an  event. 

Mr.  J.  Marfhall,  confpicuoufly  eminent  as 
a profeffor  of  the  law,  is  beyond  all  doubt 
one  of  thofe  who  rank  highefl  in  the  public 
opinion  at  Richmond.  He  is  what  is  termed 
a federalift,  and' perhaps  at  times  fomewhat 
warm  in  fupport  of  his  opinions,  but  never 

exceeding 
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exceeding  the  bounds  of  propriety,  which  a 
man  of  his  goodnefs  and  prudence  and  know- 
ledge is  incapable  of  tranfgreffing.  He  may 
be  confidered  as  a diftinguifhed  character  in 
the  United  States.  His  political  enemies  al- 
low him  to  poffefs  great  talents,  but  accufe 
him  of  ambition.  I know  not  whether  the 
charge  be  well  or  ill  grounded,  or  whether 
that  ambition  might  ever  be  able  to  impel 
him  to  a derelidlion  of  his  principles — a 
condufl:  of  which  I am  inclined  to  difbelieve 
the  poflibility  on  his  part.  He  has  already 
refufed  feveral  employments  under  the  ge- 
neral government,  preferring  the  income 
derived  from  his  profeffional  labours  (which 
is  more  than  fufficient  for  his  moderate  fvftem 

J 

of  economy),  together  with  a life  of  tran- 
quil eafe  in  the  midft  of  his  family  and  in 
his  native  town.  Even  by  his  friends  he  Is 
taxed  with  fome  little  propenfity  to  indo- 
lence: but  even  if  this  reproach  were  well 
founded,  he  neverthelefs  difplays  great  fupe- 
riority  in  his  profefnon  when  he  applies  his 
mind  to  bufinefs. 
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DEPARTURE  FROM  RICHMOND  FOR 
THE  MOUNTAINS.  DOVER  COAL- 
MINE. 

On  the  20th  of  June,  Mr.  Guillemard  and 
myfelf  fet  out  for  the  mountains  ; Monticello, 
the  habitation  of  Mr.  Jefferfon,  was  the  ob- 
ject of  this  part  of  our  journey.  MefTrs. 
Graham  and  Havans,  merchants  of  Rich- 
mond, and  owners  of  a coal-mine,  were  fo 
kind  as  to  condufl  us  thither.  This  mine 
is  fcarcely  wrought.  Several  pits  have 
been  funk,  and  relinquished  again,  in  hopes 
of  difcovering  coals  of  a fuperior  quality,  and 
in  greater  abundance,  in  other  places.  It  ap- 
pears to  be  very  rich,  andf  to  form  a part  of 
the  fame  bed  which  is  found  in  the  environs, 
and  has  been  worked  for  many  years  on  the 
weft  fide  of  the  river.  But  thefe  gentlemen, 
who  are  neither  chemifts  nor  mechanicians, 
are  content  to  grope  their  way  without  ap- 
plying for  advice  to  more  enlightened  men  ; 
for  there  is  not  one  perfon  throughout 
America  verfed  in  the  art  of  working 
mines 

* The  Duke  mu  ft  apply  this  obfervation  to  the  natives  ; 
for  many  Europeans,  fkilled  in  the  working  of  mines,  have 
certainly  emigrated  to  America.  Tranjlator 


ence, 
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This  is  one  of  the  objets,  in  regard  to 
which  literary  focieties  might  render  them- 
felves  extremely  ufeful  in  the  United  States* 
They  might  eafily  infert  in  the  public  papers 
extracts  of  the  beft  works,  written  in 
Englilh,  French,  and  German,  on  this 
fcience,  which  has  been  brought  to  fuch 
perfedlion  in  Europe.  Nor  would  it  be  an 
arduous  talk  to  hold  on  this  head,  as  on  all 
fubjedts  of  univerfal  utility,  a correfpondence 
with  men  of  letters  in  Europe.  The  pub- 
lication of  this  correfpondence,  would  in- 
troduce into  America  a knowledge  of  the 
progrefs  and  difcoveries  made  in  the  fcience 
of  mines,  and  all  the  unpleafant  trouble 
and  ruinous  expence  of  fruitlefs  experiments 
would  be  prevented. 

Mefirs.  Graham  and  Havana  employ  about 
five  hundred  negroes  in  this  mine,  and  the 
bufinefs  of  the  farm,  in  the  province  of 
which  it  is  fituated.  In  the  loweft  ground 
the  vein  runs  one  hundred  and  twenty  feet 
below  the  furface,  and  is,  in  general,  twenty- 
four  feet  thick.  The  ground  from  the  fur- 
face  down  to  the  vein  confifts  of  a good  red 
and  yellow  clay,  interfperfed  with  ftone, 

eafily 
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eafily  reducible  to  duft.  The  vein  is  en- 
veloped in  a fmall  layer  of  imperfeél  date, 
and  refts  on  a bed  of  granite  ; a circum- 
ftance,  which,  in  the  opinion  of  my  friend, 
Mr.  Guillemard,  mu  ft  puzzle  all  the  na- 
turalifts  of  Europe.  The  coals  of  this  mine, 
and  indeed  of  all  thofe  which  have  hitherto 
been  opened  in  this  country,  are  very  fmall, 
and  the  moft  folid  pieces  which  can  be  ob- 
tained crumble  into  duft  at  the  {lighted: 
{hock,  fo.  that  they  are  more  adapted  to  be 
ufed  in  the  forges  of  fmiths,  than  to  be 
burned  in  grates.  Some  veins,  it  is  (uppofed, 
contain  more  folid  coals  ; if  this  fhould  be 
the  cafe,  the  mine  would  prove  far  more 
profitable  for  the  owners  : but  this  fuppofition 
remains  as  yet  a matter  of  mere  conjedure. 

This  farm,  comoofed  of  three  hundred  and 
fifty  acres  of  land,  which  is  for  the  moft  part 
of  the  very  beft  quality,  and  containing  a 
mine,  the  exiftence  of  which  was  not  un- , 
known  to  the  vender,  brought  three  years 
ago  no  more  than  five  thoufand  three 
hundred  and  thirty-three  dollars,  which 
makes  about  eighteen  dollars  per  acre.  The 
farm  is  managed  in  the  common  ftyle  of  the 

country. 
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country,  that  is,  very  badly  ; but  as  it  chiefly 
confirts  of  low  grounds,  the  crops  are  in 
general  better  than  on  other  eftates,  where 
the  culture  of  the  foil  is  equally  neglecfled. 

The  road  from  Richmond  to  Dover  (this 
is  the  name  of  the  place  where  the  mine  is 
found)  lies  through  woods  of  a middling 
quality  ; the  foil  is  poor,  and  partly  cultivated, 
though  in  a very  indifferent  manner.  The 
houfes  are  fmall,  bad,  and  not  numerous. 
They  are  inhabited  by  white  people,  who  do 
not  feem  to  be  in  eafy  circumftances. 

On  palling  the  creek  of  Fuckehoe,  you 
quit  the  county  of  Henrico,  in  which  Rich- 
mond is  fituated,  and  enter  that  of  Gooch- 
land. 

GOOCHLAND  COURTHOUSE. 

The  country  between  Dover  and  Gooch- 
land court-houfe,  where  we  flopped  at  night, 
is  more  variegated  than  before  ; you  find 
there  more  heights,  and  fome  fine  profpeds, 
efpecially  on  Mount  Pleafant,  which  com- 
mands a wide  extenfive  vale,  entirely  cleared, 
and  full  of  houfes,  and  clumps  of  trees, 

which 
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which  have  been  left  {landing  near  the  habi- 
tations, and  in  the  middle  of  the  fields. 

This  day  was  a court-day  at  Goochland. 
The  juftices  of  the  peace  of  the  county  meet 
here  every  month  for  the  adminiftration  of 
juftice.  The  feffion  affembles  here,  befides 
the  neighbouring  judges,  lawyers,  and  parties 
whofe  caufes  are  to  be  tried,  numbers  of 
idle  people  who  come  lefs  from  a defire  to 
learn  what  is  going  forwards  than  to  drink 
together. 

It  was  near  nine  o’clock  at  night  when  I 
arrived,  before  Mr.  Guillemard.  The  com- 
pany wras  about  to  break  up  ; the  accounts 
were  fettled  ; every  one  had  already  mounted 
his  horfe,  and  nothing  prevented  their  repa- 
ration but  the  irrefolution  and  prattle  com- 
mon to  drunken  people,  and  the  ufual  at- 
tachment between  them  when  they  meet  to 
get  intoxicated  together.  By  my  manner  of 
talking  Englifh  to  the  landlord,  the  company, 
eafily  difcerned  that  I was  a Frenchman. 
Immediately  they  jumped  all  off  their  horfes, 
pulled  me  down  from  mine,  clafped  me  in 
their  arms,  and  exclaimed — u You  are  a 
Frenchman-— well,  you  are  our  friend,  our 

dear 
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dear  friend  ; we  would  all  of  us  die  for  every 
Frenchman  ; we  are  good  republicans,  we 
would  kill  all  the  Englifh  ; that  would  be  an 
excellent  thing,  would  not  it  ? Oh,  our 

friend,  our  dear  friend  !” — “ He  is  a French- 

✓ 

man,”  they  faid  to  each  other,  “ the  brave 
dear  gentleman  is  a Frenchman  ! But  as  you 
are  a Frenchman,  you  mull  drink  fome  grog 
with  us.” — They  embraced  me,  pulled  me 
about  in  every  dire&ion,  and  fhook  me  by 
the  hand. — “ Do  pray  tell  us  what  we  can 
do  for  you  ; you  are  our  brother.”  I was 
overwhelmed  by  their  number  and  careffes 
to  fuch  a degree,  that  I was  hardly  able  to 
bring  my  foot  to  the  ground.  Although 
their  drunken  profeffions  were  rather  of  too 
fentimental  a complexion,  yet  I could  not  be 
difpleafed  with  their  purpofe  and  intention  ; 
on  the  contrary,  in  this  refpedi  they  gave  me 
great  fatisfaéïion.  I anfwered  them  as  well 
as  circumftances  would  admit  : but  my 

anfwer,  as  may  be  eafily  conceived,  was 
drowned  in  the  noife  of  their  joyful  profef- 
fions. During  this  time  arrived  a large  bowl 
of  grog,  and  we  drank  one  after  another, 
toafting  the  French,  France,  America,  Vir- 
ginia, 
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ginia,  and  M.  de  la  Fayette,  whofe  name 
they  mentioned'  with  enthufiafm.  In  fpite 
of  my  little  difpofition  for  drinking,  I was 
obliged  two  or  three  times  to  drink  in  my 
turn  ; for  it  was  abfolutely  neceffary  to  empty 
the  bowl.  It  was  with  great  difficulty  I 
prevented  the  arrival  of  a fécond  ; and  the 
inn-keeper  having  told  them  that  the  French- 
man (fpeaking  of  me)  had  made  a long 
journey,  and  corifequently  wanted  repofe,  I 
was  at  length  able  to  difengage  myfelf 
from  the  officious  hands  of  thefe  good  people, 
who  would  all  take  me  home,  ten,  fifteen, 
or  twenty  miles  diftant  from  the  place  of 
our  meeting. 

Another  circumflance  which  favoured  our 
reparation,  was  the  tragic  return  of  one  of 
the  guefts,  who  had  left  the  company  before 
my  arrival  to  fighc  another  drunkard.  This 
poor  young  man,  who  arrived  in  his  battle- 
array,  that  is,  quite  naked,  was  covered  with  % 
blood  from  a blow  which  tore  away  a part 
of  his  ear,  and  from  another  on  his  eye, 
which  feemed  ftarting  out  of  his  head.  The 
tender  affe£Hons  of  my  friends  were  now 
turned  towards  their  wounded  companion, 

and 
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and  I rejoined  Mr.  Guillemard,  who  had  ar- 
rived during  the  feftive  reception  which  I 
experienced  ; but  hearing  that  the  Englifh 
were  rather  feverely  treated,  did  not  think 
it  convenient  to  join  us. 

In  V irginia,,  where  the  villages  are  lefs 
numerous  than  in  other  parts,  and  inns  very 
icaree,  there  is  generally  one  adjoining  the 
Court-Houfe,  without  which  the  juftices, 
lawyers,  and  parties,  would  have  no  means 
to  procure  either  a bed  or  food.  We  were 
very  well  lodged  in  the  houfe  deftined  for 
the  judges,  where  we  lhared  the  parlour 
with  three  counfellors,  very  civil  and  fober 
men,  and  good  companions.  Their  fenti- 
ments  in  favour  of  France  and  her  fuc- 
cefies,  clothed  in  language  more  fenfible 
than  that  of  my  firft  acquaintances  in  the 
place,  bore  a ftrong  appearance  of  fincerity 
and  candour.  They  told  us,  that,  by  what 
they  had  learned,  France  had  demanded  of 
America  twenty  thoufand  troops  to  aflift  her 
in  the  prefer vation  of  her  colonies  in  the 
Weft  Indies,  and  they  entertained  no  doubt 
but  that  America,  mindful  of  her  obligations 
to  France,  would  readily  comply  with  the 
Vol*  III,  K demand. 
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demand.  It  is  evident  that  thefe  good  gen- 
tlemen were  by  no  means  polfefled  of  cor- 
rect information  relative  to  the  difpofition  of 
their  government,  and  over-rated  the  ex- 
tent of  national  gratitude.  However  this 
may  be,  you  hear  in  Virginia  the  fame 
language  exprefliveof  attachment  to  France, 
of  hatred  and  efpecially  of  diftruft  in  regard 
to  England,  an  of  affeétion  for  M.  de  la 
Fayette,  which  you  meet  with  in  every 
other  part  of  the  United  States  that  is  not 
fituated  in.  the  immediate  vicinity  of  great 
towns,  and  places  abforbed  in  mercantile 
fpeculations.  In  general,  the  inhabitants  of 
the  country,  and  thofe  of  large  towns — * 
thofe  who  live  at  a confiderable  diftance 
from  the'  fea-coaft,  and  thofe  who  belong 
to  trading  places — are  two  defcriptions  of 
people  altogether  diftindl  from  each  other  in 
point  of  manners  and  opinions.  The  truth 
of  this  remark,  which  is  obvious  in  all  counr 
tries,  is  more  ftrikingly  fo  in  America,  where 
the  people  are  only  divided  into  the  two 
claffes  of  traders  and  cultivators,  where  trade 
and  commerce,  which  are  almoft  entirely 
in  the  hands  of  England,  naturally  find  their 

interefts 
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interefts  interwoven  with  thofe  of  that  king- 
dom, and  where  the  merchants  and  traders 
a&ing  upon  this  principle,'  and  poffeffed  of 
that  powerful  influence  which  is  generally 
derived  from  fuperior  wealth,  form,  as  it 
were,  a diftindt  nation  within  a nation  ; 
while,  on  the  other  hand,  the  country  peo- 
ple, attached  by  their  own  interefts  to  the 
profperity  of  that  country  only  which  they 
inhabit,  defire  it  fincerely  and  exclufively, 
and  are  merely  liable  to  thofe  errors  into 
which  ignorance  may  betray  their  good  dift- 
pofition. 

M.  DE  RIEUX.  BIRD-ORDINARY. 

The  road  grows  ftill  duller  after  you 
leave  Goochland  Court-Houfe.  It  is  every 
where  furrounded  with  woods,  and  the  eye 
difcerns  no  difference  of  hills  and  dales  but 
that  of  the  road,  from  its  rifes  and  falls. 
The  plantations  become  conftantlv  lefts  fre- 
quent, and  lefs  extenfive  ; and  cultivation  is 
ftill  more  confined.  Inns  are  very  fcarce 
on  this  road  ; the  next  is  nearly  feventeea 
miles  diftant  from  that  where  we  paffed 
K 2 the 
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the  night.  I went  a mile  farther  on  to  flop 
at  one  which  I knew  was  kept  by  a French- 
man, whofe  houfe,  I had  alfo  learned,  was 
lately  deftroyed  by  fire.  This  Frenchman 
formerly  kept  a ftore  at  Charlotte-Ville. 
Ha  vins;  there  experienced  misfortunes  not 
occafioned  by  mifconduft,  he  eftablifhed  him- 
felf  where  he  now  is,  on  the  ftrength  of  an 
affurance  which  had  been  given  him,  that, 
from  the  general  diffatisfadiion  expreffed  at 
the  management  of  the  neighbouring  inn, 
his  houfe  would  be  much  frequented  by  tra- 
vellers. In  this  he  has  not  been  deceived; 
they  all  put  up  at  his  inn.  The  unfortu- 
nate fire,  in  which  he  loft  all  his  furniture 
and  flock  in  trade,  which  he  eftimates  at 
upwards  of  fifteen  hundred  dollars,  is  attri- 
buted to  his  great  fuccefs,  and  the  jealouly 
excited  by  it  in  the  breaft  of  the  miftrefs  of 
the  rival  neighbouring  inn.  His  name  is 
Plumard  de  Rieux , and  he  is  a native  of  % 
Nantes.  If  he  belongs,  as  he.  lays,  to  the 
family  of  Rieux,  which  however  appears  not 
to  be  the  cafe  from  his  name  Plumard,  he 
would  appertain  to  one  of  thofe  to  which 
ancient  opinions  afligned  the  firft  rank  in 
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France.  He  is  brother  of  a lieutenant  in 
the  navy,  who,  fharing  the  political  fenti- 
ments  of  the  ancient  navy,  has  refufed  to 
ferve  lince  the  beginning  of  the  revolution. 
M.  de  Rieux  married  in  America  the  daugh- 
ter of  Mr.  Mazzei  an  Italian,  who  had 
fettled  on  'that  continent,  and  who  during 
the  revolution  acted  the  part  of  a zealous  re- 
publican, but  afterwards  returned  to  Europe, 
where,  from  his  reputation  of  being  a friend 
of  liberty,  he  was  appointed  charge  d'affaires 
at  Paris  by  the  King  and  the  Republic  of 
Poland. — -He  has  fince,  it  is  laid,  retired  to 
Pifa. 

Madame  de  Rieux  is  young  and  amiable, 
and  poffeffes  a well-informed  mind.  M.  de 
Rieux  is  beloved  and  refpefted  by  all  who 
know  him  ; he  fupports  with  courage  and 
gaiety  all  them  is  fortunes  which  have  hap- 
pened to  him.  A very  confiderabie  inheri- 
tance has  been  lately  left  to  him  by  an  aunt, 
who  remained  in  France  and  enjoyed  his 
eftates.  He  hopes  to  obtain  this  inheritance, 
yet  he  is  at  the  fame  time  aware,  that  un- 
der the  prefent  circumftances  there  is  as 
much  probability  againft  as  in  favour  of  his 
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wifh,  although  he  left  France  long  before 
the  revolution. 

I felt  at  M.  de  Rieux’s  what  I always  ex- 
perience on  meeting  with  good,  honeft,  and 
fenfible  Frenchmen,  a fatisfadion  and  inter- 
eft  which  I never  feel  in  America  under  any 
other  circumftances.  Is  it  prejudice,  is  it 
weaknefs  ? It  may  be  fo,  but  it  is  what  I 
conftantly  experience,  what  I have  always 
experienced  in  foreign  countries,  even  pre- 
vioufly  to  the  calamitous  events  of  the  revo- 
lution, and  what  I feel  difpofed  alfo  to  ex- 
perience in  future.  Ah  ! how  confiding 
would  it  prove  on  meeting  with  an  honeft 
and  unfortunate  countryman,  furrounded  by 
a wife  and  numerous  family,  to  promote  by 
a loan  of  fome  value  the  reftoration  of  his 
profperity,  without  wounding  the  delicacy 
of  his  feelings.  The  lofs  of  an  enjoyment 
of  this  nature  is  not  the  leaft  painful  re- 
fult  of  fevere  misfortunes  in  point  of  pro* 
perty  and  wealth. 

M.  de  Rieux  only  tenants  the  houfe  which 
he  inhabits,  and  the  three  hundred  and  fifty 
acres  of  land  that  belong  to  it,  and  pays  for 
the  whole  a yearly  rent  of  ninety-eight  dol-  » 
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îars.  This  affords  an  additional  proof  of 
the  moderate  value  of  land  in  Virginia,  as 
that  which  he  cultivates  is  very  good. 

After  having  fpent  nearly  the  whole  day 
at  M,  de  Rieux’s,  we  went  ten  miles  far- 
ther on  to  Bird-ordinary,  where  we  flopped 
for  the  night.  Plantations  become  now  lefs 
frequent  and  poorer  ; yet  all  thefe  planters, 
however  wretched  their  condition,  have  all 
of  them  one  or  two  negroes.  Thefe  flaves, 
who  are  in  general  well  treated  in  Virginia, 
are  upon  the  whole  much  more  fo  by  thefe 
poor  farmers,  who  fhare  with  them  the  toils 
of  the  fields,  and  who,  although  they  do  not 
clothe  and  feed  them  well,  yet  treat  them, 
in  this  refpedt,  as  well  as  they  do  them- 
felves  : while  on  the  plantations  of  wealthy 
colonifls  the  negroes  are  allowed  meat  but 
fix  times  a-year,  and  fubfift  entirely  on  In- 
dian corn,  and  fometimes  on  butter-milk. 

MILFORD  5 

A very  fmall  village,  built  within  thefe 
few  years  on  the  Rivanna,  a rivulet  which 
empties  itfelf  into  James-River.  Before 
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you  reach  the  village  you -croft  Melhaneck- 
Creek,  which  flows  into  the  Rivanna,  They 
are  both  fordable,  but  the  fords  are  frequent- 
ly rendered  very  dangerous,  nay  impafla- 
ble,  by  a fudden  rife  of  the  waters,  at  leaft 
for  fome  hours  ; for  the  inclination  of  their 
beds  is  fo  confiderable,  that  in  lefs  than  half 
a day  they  return  to  their  ufual  depth,  which 
is  only  three  feet 

MONTICELLO.  MR.  JEFFERSON  ; HIS 
AGRICULTURAL  SYSTEM  COMPAR- 
ED WITH  THAT  OF  THE  COUNTRY. 

Monticello  is  fituated  four  miles  from 
Milford,  in  that  chain  of  mountains  which 
ftretches  from  James-River  to  the  Rappa- 
hannock, twenty-eight  miles  in  front  of  the 
Blue-Ridge,  and  in  a diredlion  parallel  to 
thofe  mountains.  This  chain,  which  runs 
uninterrupted  in  its  fmall  extent,  allumes 
fucceffively  the  names  of  the  Weft,  South, 
and  Green  Mountains. 

It  is  in  the  part  known  by  the  name  of  the 
South-Mountains  that  Monticello  is  fituatedr 

The 
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The  houfe  ftands  on  the  fummit  of  the 
mountain,  and  the  tafte  and  arts  of  Europ.e 
have  been  conlulted  in  the  formation  of  its 
plan.  Mr.  Jefferfon  had  commenced  its 
coriftruftion  before  the  American  revolu- 
tion ; fince  that  epocha  his  life  has  been 
conftantly  engaged  in  public  affairs,  and  he 
' has  not  been  able  to  complete  the  execution 
to  the  whole  extent  of  the  projeft  which  it 
feems  he  had  at  firft  conceived.  That  part 
of  the  building;  which  was  finifhed  has  fuf- 
fered  from  the  fufpenfion  of  the  work,  and 
Mr.  Jefferfon,  who  two  years  fince  refumed 
the  habits  and  leifure  of  private  life,  is  now 
employed  in  repairing  the  damage  occafioned 
by  this  interruption,  and  ft  ill  more  by  his 
abfence  ; he  continues  his  original  plan,  and 
even  improves  on  it,  by  giving  to  his  build- 
ings more  elevation  and  extent.  He  intends 
that  they  fhould  con  lift  only  of  one  ftory, 
crowned  with  baluftrades  ; and  a dome  is  to 
be  conftruâed  in  the  centre  of  the  ftrudiure. 
The  apartments  will  be  large  and  conveni- 
ent; the  decoration,  both  ouifide  and  infide, 
fimple,  yet  regular  and  elegant.  Monticello, 
according  to  its  firft  plan,  was  infinitely  fu- 
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perior  to  all  other  houfes  in  America,  in 
point  of  tafte  and  convenience  ; but  at  that 
time  Mr.  Jefferfon  had  ftudied  tafte  and  the 
fine  arts  in  books  only.  His  travels  in  Eu- 
rope have  fupplied  him  with  models  ; he  has 
appropriated  them  to  his  defign  ; and  his  new 
plan,  the  execution  of  which  is  already  much 
advanced,  will  be  accomplifhed  before  the 
end  of  next  year,  and  then  his  houfe  will 
certainly  deferve  to  be  ranked  with  the  moft 
pleafant  manfions  in  France  and  England. 

Mr.  Jefferfon’s  houfe  commands  one  of 
the  moft  extenfive  profpeéis  you  can  meet 
with.  On  the  eaft  fide,  the  front  of  the 
building,  the  eye  is  not  checked  by  any  ob- 
jeft,  fince  the  mountain  on  which  the  houfe 
is  feated  commands  all  the  neighbouring 
heights  as  far  as  the  Chefapeak.  The  At- 
lantic might  be  feen  were  it  not  for  the 
greatnefs  of  the  diftance,  which  renders  that 
profpedt  impofiible.  On  the  right  and  left 
the  eye  commands  the  extenfive  valley  that 
feparates  the  Green,  South  and  Weft  Moun- 
tains from  the  Blue-Ridge,  and  has  no  other 
bounds  but  thefe  high  mountains,  of  which, 
on  a clear  day,  you  difcern  the  chain  on  the 

light 
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right  upwards  of  a hundred  miles,  far  be- 
yond James-River  ; and  on  the  left  as  far 
as  Maryland,  on  the  other  fide  of  the 
Potowmack.  Through  fome  intervals,  form- 
ed by  the  irregular  fummits  of  the  Blue- 
Mountains,  you  difcover  the  Peaked- Ridge, 
a chain  of  mountains  placed  between  the 
Blue  and  North  Mountains,  another  more 
diilant  ridge.  But  in  the  back  part  the  pro- 
fpedt  is  foon  interrupted  by  a mountain  more 
elevated  than  that  on  which  the  houfe  is 
feated.  The  bounds  of  the  view  on  this 
point,  at  fo  fmall  a difiance,  form  a pleafant 
refting-place  ; as  the  immenfity  of  profpedi. 
it  enjoys  is,  perhaps,  already  too  vail.  A 
confiderable  number  of  cultivated  fields, 
houfes,  and  barns,  enliven  and  variegate  the 
extenfive  land! cape,  ilill  more  embellifhed 
by  the  beautiful  and  diverfified  forms  of 
mountains,  in  the  whole  chain  of  which  , not 
one  refembles  another.  The  aid  of  fancy 
is,  however,  required  to  complete  the  enjoy- 
ment of  this  magnificent  view;  and  fhe  muff 
pi&ure  to  us  thofe  plains  and  mountains 
fach  as  population  and  culture  will  render 
them  in  a greater  or  fmaller  number  of 
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years.  The  difproportion  exifting  between 
the  cultivated  lands  and  thofe  which  are  ftili 
covered  with  forefts  as  ancient  as  the  globe, 
is  at  prefent  much  too  great  : and  even 
when  that  fhall  have  been  done  away,  the 
eye  may  perhaps  further  with  to  difcover  â 
broad  river,  a great  mafs  of  water— -deftitute 
of  which,  the  grandeft  and  moft  extenfive 
profpedt  is  ever  destitute  of  an  embellifhment 
requifite  to  render  it  completely  beautiful. 

On  this  mountain,  and  in  the  furround- 
ing valleys,  on  both  banks  of  the  Rivan- 
na,  are  fituated  the  five  thoufand  acres  of 
land  which  Mr.  Jefferfon  poffeffes  in  this 
part  of  Virginia.  Eleven  hundred  and  twen- 
ty only  are  cultivated.  The  land  left  to 
the  care  of  Rewards  has  fuffered  as  well  as 
the  buildings  from  the  long  abfence  of  the 
matter  ; according  to  the  cuftom  of  the 
country  it  has  been  exhaufted  by  fucceflive 
culture.  Its  fituation  on  declivities  of  hills 
and  mountains  renders  a careful  cultivatiôn 
more  neceffary  than  is  requifite  in  lands 
fituated  in  a flat  and  even  country;  the  com- 
mon routine  is  more  pernicious,  and  more 
judgement  and  mature  thought  are  required 
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than  in  a different  foil.  This  forms  at  pre- 
fent  the  chief  employment  of  Mr.  Jefferfom 
But  little  accuflomed  to  agricultural  pur- 
fuits,  he  has  drawn  the  principles  of  culture 
either  from  works  which  treat  on  this  fub- 
jeft,  or  from  converfation.  Knowledge  thus 
acquired  often  mifleads,  and  is  at  all  times 
infufficient  in  a country  where  agriculture 
is  well  underftood  ; vet  it  is  preferable  to 
mere  practical  knowledge,  in  a country 
where  a bad  practice  prevails,  and  where  it 
is  dangerous  to  follow  the  routine  from 
which  it  is  fo  difficult  to  depart.  Above  all, 
much  good  may  be  expecled,  if  a contem» 
plative  mind,  like  that  of  Mr.  Jefferfon, 
which  takes  the  theory  for  its  guide,  watches 
its  application  with  difcernment,  and  rectifies 
it  according  to  the  peculiar  circumftances 
and  nature  of  the  country,  climate  and  foil, 
and  conformably  to  the  experience  which 
he  daily  acquires. 

Purfuant  to  the  ancient  rotation,  tobacco 
was  cultivated  four  or  five  fucceflive  years  ; 
the  land  was  then  fuffered  to  lie  fallow,  and 
then  again  fucceeded  crops  of  tobacco.  The 
culture  of  tobacco  being  now  alrnoft  entirely 
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relinquifhed  in  this  part  of  Virginia,  the 
common  rotation  begins  with  wheat,  fol- 
lowed  by  Indian  corn,  and  then  again 
wheat,  until  the  exhaufted  foil  lofes  every 
produdhve  power  ; the  field  is  then  aban- 
doned, and  the  cultivator  proceeds  to  an- 
other, which  he  treats  and  abandons  in  the 
fame  manner,  until  he  returns  to  the  firft, 
which  has  in  the  mean  time  recovered  fome 
of  its  produdtive  faculties.  The  difproportion 
between  the  quantity  of  land  which  belongs 
to  the  planters  and  the  hands  they  can  emT 
ploy  in  its  culture,  diminiflies  the  incon- 
veniences of  this  deteftable  method.  The 
land,  which  never  receives  the  leaft  manure, 
fupports  a longer  or  fhorter  time  this  alter- 
nate cultivation  of  wheat  and  Indian  corn, 
according  to  its  nature  and  fituation,  and 
regains,  according  to  the  fame  circumftances, 
more  or  lefs  fpeedily  the  power  of  producing 
new  crops.  If  in  the  interval  it  be  covered 
with  heath  and  weeds,  it  frequently  is  again 
fit  for  cultivation  at  the  end  of  eight  or  ten 
years  ; if  not,  a fpace  of  twenty  years  is 
not  fufficient  to  render  it  capable  of  pro- 
duétion.  Planters  who  are  not  poffefled  of 
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a iufficient  quantity  of  land  to  let  fo  much 
of  it  remain  unproductive  for  fuch  a length 
of  time,  fallow  it  in  a year  or  two  after  it 
has  borne  wheat  and  Indian  corn,  during 
which  time  the  fields  ferve  as  pafture,  and 
are  hereupon  again  cultivated  in  the  fame 
manner.  In  either  cafe  the  land  produces 
from  five  to  fix  bufhels  of  wheat,  or  from  ten 
to  fifteen  bufhels  of  Indian  corn,  the  acre. 
To  the  produce  of  Indian  corn  mu  ft  alfo 
be  added  one  hundred  pounds  of  leaves  to 
every  five  bufhels,*  or  each  barrel,  of  grain. 
Thele  leaves  are  given  as  fodder  to  the  cat- 
tle. It  was  in  this  manner  that  Mr.  Jef- 
ferfon’s  land  had  always  been  cultivated, 
and  it  is  this  fyftem  which  he  has  very 
wifely  relinqui (lied.  He  has  divided  all  his 
land  under  culture  into  four  farms,  and  every 
farm  into  fix  fields  of  forty  acres.  Each 
farm  conflits,  therefore,  of  two  hundred  and 
eighty  acres.  His  fyftem  of  rotation  em- 
braces feven  years,  and  this  is  the  reafon 
why  each  farm  has  been  divided  into  feven 
fields.  In  the  firft  of  thefe  feven  years  wheat 
is  cultivated  ; in  the  fecond9  Indian  corn  ; 
in  the  third,  peafe  or  potatoes  ; in  the 
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fourth,  vetches  ; in  the  fifth,,  wheat  i and 
in  the  fixth  and  feventh,  clover.  Thus  each 
of  his  fields  yields  fome  produce  every  year, 
and  his  rotation  of  fuccefiive  culture,  while 
it  prepares  the  foil  for  the  following  crop, 
increafes  its  produce.  The  abundance  of 
clover,  potatoes,  peafe,  &c.  will  enable  him 
to  keep  diffident  cattle  for  manuring  his 
land,  which  at  prefent  receives  hardly  any 
dung  at  all,  independently  of  the  great  profit 
which  he  will  in  future  derive  from  the 
fale  of  his  cattle. 

Each  farm,  under  the  diredtion  of  a par- 
ticular fteward  or  bailiff,  is  cultivated  by 
four  negroes,  four  negreflfes,  four  oxen,  and 
four  horfes.  The  bailiffs,  who  in  general 
manage  their  farms  feparately,  affift  each 
other  during  the  harveft,  as  well  as  at  any 
other  time,  when  there  is  any  preffing  la- 
bour. The  great  declivity  of  the  fields, 
which  would  render  it  extremely  trouble- 
fome  and  tedious  to  carry  the  produce,  even 
of  each  farm,  to  one  common  central  point, 
has  induced  Mr.  Jefferfon  to  conftrudt  on 
each  field  a barn,  diffidently  capacious  to 
hold  its  produce;  in, grain;  the  produce  in 
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forage  is  alfo  houfed  there,  but  this  is  gene- 
rally fo  great,  that  it  becomes  neceffary  to 
make  ftacks  near  the  barns.  The  latter  are 
conftru&ed  of  trunks  of  trees,  and  the  floors 
are  boarded.  The  forefts  and  (laves  reduce 
the  expence  of  thefe  buildings  to  a mere 
trifle. 

Mr.  Jefferfon  polfefles  one  of  thofe  ex- 
cellent thre flying- machines,  which  a few 
years  fince  were  invented  in  Scotland,  and 
are  already  very  common  in  England.  This 
machine,  the  whole  of  which  does  not  weigh 
two  thoufand  pounds,  is  conveyed  from  one 
barn  to  another  in  a waegon,  and  threfhes 
from  one  hundred  and  twenty  to  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty  bufhels  a day.  A worm, 
whofe  eggs  are  almoft  conftantly  depofited 
in  the  ear  of  the  grain,  renders  it  necelfary 
to  threfli  the  corn  a Abort  time  after  the 
harveft  ; in  this  cafe  the  heat,  occaiioned 
by  the  mixture  of  grain  with  its  envelope, 
from  which  it  is  difengaged,  but  with  which 
it  continues  mixed,  deft roys  the  vital  prin- 
ciple of  the  egg*  and  prote&s  the  corn  from 
the  inconveniences  of  its  being  hatched.  If 
the  grain  continued  in  the  ears,  without 
Vox..  III.  L being 
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being  fpeedily  beaten,  it  would  be  deftroyed 
by  the  worm,  which  would  be  excluded 
from  the  eggs.  This  fcourge,  however, 
fp reads  no  farther  northwards  than  the  Po- 
towmack,  and  is  bounded  to  the  weft  by 
the  Blue  Mountains.  A few  weeks  after 
the  corn  has  been  beaten,  it  is  free  from  all 
danger,  winnowed  and  fent  to  market.  The 
Virginia  planters  have  generally  their  corn 
trodden  out  by  horfes  ; but  this  way  is  flow, 
and  there  is  no  country  in  the  world  where 
this  operation  requires  more  difpatch  than 
in  this  part  of  Virginia.  Befides  the  ftraw 
is  bruifed  by  the  treading  of  horfes.  Mr. 
Jefferfon  hopes  that  his  machine,  which  has 
already  found  fome  imitators  among  his 
neighbours,  will  be  generally  adopted  in 
Virginia.  In  a country  where  all  the  in- 
habitants poflefs  plenty  of  wood,  this  ma- 
chine may  be  made  at  a very  trifling  ex- 
pence. 

Mr.  Jefferfon  rates  the  average  produce 
of  an  acre  of  land,  in  the  prefent  ftate  of 
his  farm,  at  eight  bufhels  of  wheat,  eighteen 
bufhels  of  Indian  corn,  and  twenty  hundred 
weight  of  clover.  After  the  land  has  been 
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duly  manured,  he  may  expect  a produce 
twice,  nay  three  times  more  confiderable. 
But  his  land  will  never  be  dunged  as  much 
as  in  Europe.  Black  cattle  and  pigs,  which 
in  our  country  are  either  conftantly  kept  on 
the  farm,  or  at  leaft  return  thither  every 
evening,  and  whofe  dung  is  carefully  ga- 
thered and  preferved  either  feparate  or 
mixed,  according  to  circumftances,  are  here, 
left  grazing  in  the  woods  the  whole  year 
round.  Mr.  Jefferfon  keeps  no  more  fheep 
than  are  neceffary  for  the  confumption  of 
his  own  table.  He  cuts  his  clover  but  twice 
each  fealon,  and  does  not  fuffer  his  cattle 
to  graze  in  his  fields.  The  quantity  of  his 
dung  is  therefore  in  proportion-  to  the  num- 
ber of  cattle  which  he  can  keep  with  his 
own  fodder,  and  which  he  intends  to  buy 
at  the  beginning  of  winter  to  fell  them 
again  in  fpring  ; and  the  cattle  kept  in  the 
vicinity  of  the  barns  where  the  forage  is 
houfed,  will  furnifh  manure  only  for  the  ad- 
jacent  fields. 

From  an  opinion  entertained  by  Mr.  Jef- 
ferfon, that  the  heat  of  the  fun  deftroys,  or 
at  leaft  dries  up  in  a great  meafure,  the 
L 2 nutritious 
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notations  juices  of  tine  earth,  he  judges  Is 
oeecfiacy  that  It  flimiM  be  always  covered, 
fît  order  therefore  to  prefer  ve-  bis  fields, 
as  well  as  to  multiply  their  produce,  they 
never  lie  fallow.  Ob  the  lime  principle  he 
cuts'  his  clover  but  twice  a feafoo,  -does  not 
let  the  cattle  feed  00  the  grafe,  nor  enc lofes 
Ills  fields,  v/hich  are  merely  divided  by  a 
fingle  row  of  peach  trees. 

À long  experience  would  be  required  to 
form  a eorred  judgement,  whether  the  lofs 
of  dung  which  this  fÿftem  occafions  in  his 
farms,  and  the  known  advantage  of  fields 
enelofed  with  ditches,  efpecially  in  a de- 
clivous fituation,  where  the  earth  from  the 
higher  grounds  is  conftantly  wafhed  down  by 
the  rain*  are  fully  com  pen  fated  by  the  vege- 
tative powers  which  he  means  thus  to  pre- 
ferve  in  his  fields.  His  fyftem  is  entirely 
confined  to  himfelf;  it  is  cenfured  by  fome 
of  his  neighbours,  who  are  alfo  employed, 
in  Improving  their  culture  with  ability  and 
ikilf,  but  he  adheres  to  it,  and  thinks  it  is 
founded  on  juft  obfervations. 

Wheat,  as  has  already  been  obferved,  is 
the  chief  objed  of  cultivation  in  this  coun- 
try. 
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fry.  The  rifcy  which  within  thde  two' 
years  has  taken  place  in  the  price  of  this 
article,  has  engaged  the  fpecolatieos  of  the 
planters,  as  well  as  the  merchants.  The 
population  of  Virginia,  which  is  fb  incoo- 
fiderable  in  proportion  to  its  extent,  and 
fb  little  collected  in  towns,  would  offer  but 
a very  precarious  market  for  large  numbers 
of  cattle.  Every  planter  has  as  many  of 
them  in  the  woods,  as  are  required  for  the 
confumption  of  his  family.  The  negroes, 
who  form  a confiderable  part  of  the  popu- 
lation, eat  but  little  meat,  and  this  little  is 
pork.  Some  farmers  cultivate  rye  and  oats, 
but  they  are  few  in  number.  Corn  is  fold 
here  to  the  merchants  of  Milford  or  Char- 
lotte-Ville, who  fhip  it  for  Richmond,  where 
it  fetches  a fhilling  more  per  bufhel  than  in 
other  places.  Speculation  or  a preffing  want 
of  money  may  at  times  occafion  variations 
in  this  manner  of  fale,  but  it  is  certainly  the 
moft  common  way.  Money  is  very  fcarce 
in  this  diftriét,  and,  bank-notes  being  un- 
known, trade  is  chiefly  carried  on  by  barter  ; 
the  merchant,  who  receives  the  grain,  re- 
L 3 turns 
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turns  its  value  in  fuch  commodities  as  the 
vender  Hands  in  need  of. 

Mr.  Jefferfon  fold  his  wheat  laft  ye£r  for 
two  dollars  and  a half  per  bufliel.  He  con- 
tends, that  it  is  in  this  diftridt  whiter  than 
in  the  environs  of  Richmond,  and  all  other 
low  countries,  and  that  the  bufhel,  which 
weighs  there  only  from  fifty- five  to  fifty- 
eight  pounds,  weighs  on  his  farm  from  fixty 
to  fixty- five. 

In  addition  to  the  eleven  hundred  and 
twenty  acres  of  land,  divided  into  four  farms, 
Mr.  Jefferfon  fows  a few  acres  with  turnips, 
fuccory,  and  other  feeds. 

Before  I leave  his  farm,  I fhall  not  forget 
to  mention,  that  I have  feen  here  a drilling - 
machine , the  name  of  which  cannot  be  tran- 
flated  into  French  but  by  u machine  à femer 
en  paquets .”  By  Mr.  JefFerfon’s  account, 
it  has  been  invented  in  his  neighbourhood. 
If  this  machine  fully  anfwers  the  good  opi- 
nion which  he  entertains  of  it,  the  invention 
is  the  more  fortunate,  as  by  Arthur  Young’s 
affertioü  not  one  good  drilling-machine  is 
to  be  found  in  England.  This  machine, 

placed 
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placed  on  a fort  of  plough-carriage,  carries 
an  iron,  which  gently  opens  the  furrow  as 
deeply  as  is  required.  Behind  this  iron 
and,  in  the  upper  part  of  the  machine,  is 
a fmall  trough,  containing  the,  grain  which 
is  intended  to  be  fown.  This  grain  is  taken 
out  of  the  trough  by  a row  of  fmall  re- 
ceivers, fewed  on  a leather  band,  or  ribbon, 
and  turning  round  two  pivots  placed  above 
each  other  at  the  diftance  of  from  feven  to 

« •*  * * '..U  i > v ‘ 

eight  inches.  The  fmall  receivers  take  the 
grain  from  the  trough,  and  turn  it  over  into 
a fmall  conduit,  which  conveys  it  into  the 
furrow  made  by  the  iron.  The  diftance 
of  one  of  thofe  receivers  from  another  de- 
termines that  of  the  places  in  which  the 
grain  is  depofited  in  the  ground  ; and  a har- 
row, fixed  on  the  machine  behind  the  con- 
duits through  which  the  feed  falls  into  the 
furrow,  covers  it  again.  The  endlefs  chain 
of  the  receivers,  which  forms  the  merit  of 
the  machine,  may  be  compared  with  that 
which  is  ufed  Tor  drawing  water  from  a 
great  depth,  or  ftill  more  properly  with  a 
heaver  of  flour  in  Evans’s  mills.  It  is  put 
in  motion  by  a light  wheel,  which  moves 
L 4 along 
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along  the  ground  as  the  machine  advances, 
and  is  fixed  in  fuch  a manner  that  it  is  not 
obftrufted  in  its  movements  by  the  inequa- 
lities of  the  ground,  nor  even  by  the  {tones 
which  it  may  find  in  its  way.  If  this  ma- 
chine really  anfwers  the  intended  purpofe, 
it  is  difficult  to  conceive  why  it  fhould  not 
have  been  invented  before,  as  it  is  extremely 
Ample,  compofed  of  movements  well  known, 
and  of  powers  frequently  employed.  In  my 
opinion  it  admits,  however,  of  great  improve- 
ments. 

My  readers  will  undoubtedly  find  that  I 
beftow  peculiar  attention  on  agriculture,  by 
{peaking  of  Mr.  Jefferfon  as  a farmer,  before 
I mention  him  in  any  other  point  of  view. 

They  muff  be  very  ignorant  of  the  hiflory 
of  America,  who  know  not  that  Mr.  Jef- 
ferfon {hared  with  George  Wafhington, 
Franklin,  John  Adams,  Mr.  Jay,  and  a 
few  others,  the  toils  and  dangers  of  the 
revolution,  in  all  its  different  ftages  ; that 
in  the  famous  congrefs  which  guided  and 
confolidated  it,  he  difplayed  a boldnefs  and 
firmnefs  of  chara&er,  a fund  of  talents  and 
knowledge,  and  a fteadinefs  of  principles, 

which 
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which  will  hand  down  his  name  to  pofte- 
rity  with  glory,  and  enfure  to  him  for  ever 
the  refpeft  and  gratitude  of  all  friends  of 
liberty.  It  was  he,  who  in  that  famous  con- 
grefs,  fo  refpedlable,  and  fo  much  refpeâxd 
— in  that  congrefs,  ever  inacceffible  to  the 
fedu&ion,  fear,  and  apparent  weaknefs  of 
the  people — who  jointly  with  Mr.  Lee,  an- 
other deputy  of  Virginia,  propofed  the  de- 
claration of  independence.  It  was  he,  who, 
fupported  principally  by  John  Adams,  prefled 
the  deliberation  on  the  fubjedt,  and  carried 
it,  bearing  down  the  wary  prudence  of  fome 
of  his  colleagues,  poffefied  of  an  equal  {hare 
of  patriotifm,  but  lefs  courage.  It  was  he, 
who  was  charged  with  drawing  up  this 
mafter-piece  of  dignified  wifdom,  and  pa- 
triotic pride.  It  was  he,  who  being  after- 
wards appointed  governor  of  Virginia  at  the 
period  of  the  invafion  of  Arnold  and  Corn- 
wallis, acquired  a peculiar  claim  on  the 
gratitude  of  his  fellow-citizens.  It  was  he, 
who,  as  the  firft  ambaflador  of  the  United 
States  in  France,  filled  at  that  momentous 
epocha  that  diftinguiflied  pofl:  to  the  fatif- 
fadtion  of  both  nations.  In  fine,  it  was  he, 

who 
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who  as  Secretary  of  State  in  17£)2,  when 
the  ridiculous  and  diforganizing  pretenfions 
of  Mr.  Genêt,  and  the  lofty  arrogance  of  the 
* * * minifter,  endeavoured  alternately  to 
abufe  the  political  weaknefs  of  the  United 
States,  induced  his  government  to  fpeak 
a noble  and  independent  language,  which 
would  have  done  credit  to  the  moil  for- 
midable power.  The  long  correfpondence 
carried  on  with  thefe  two  defigning  agents 
would,  from  its  juft,  profound,  and  able  rea- 
foning,  be  alone  fufficient  to  confer  on  its 
author  the  reputation  of  an  accompliftied 
ftatefman. 

Since  the  beginning  of  17Q4,  Mr.  Jeffer- 
fon  has  withdrawn  from  public  affairs.  This 
was  the  time  when  the  malevolent  fenti- 
ments  of  * * * * * * were  difplayed  againft 
the  United  States  in  the  ftrongeft  manner, 
and  when  her  unjuft  proceedings  were  re- 
fented  with  the  utmoft  indignation  from  one 
end  of  America  to  the  other.  This  wàs 
the  raoft  important  epocha  of  the  policy 
of  the  United  Sates,  becaufe  they  propofed 
to  a£t  with  energy  and  vigour.  The  pre- 
ference which  under  thofe  circumftances  the 

Prefident 
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Prefident  was  accuftomed  to  give  to  the  ad- 
vice of  Mr.  Hamilton,  which  continually 
carried  along  with  it  the  opinion  not  only 
of  General  Knox,  but  alfo  of  Mr.  Randolph, 
then  attorney-general  of  the  Union,  over  that 
of  Mr.  Jefferfon,  caufed  him  to  embrace  this 
refolution.  Immediately  after  this  ftep,  Mr. 
Jefferfon  was  confidered  by  the  ruling  party 
as  the  leader  of  Oppofition  ; he  was  fufpeâed 
of  revolutionary  views;  he  was  accufed  of 
an  intention  to  overturn  the  conftitution  of 
the  United  States,  of  being  the  enemy  of  {ns 
country,  and  of  a wifh  to  become  a tribune 
of  the  people.  It  is  fufficient  to  know  that 
Mr.  Jefferfon  is  a man  of  fenfe,  to  feel  the 
abfurdity  of  thefe  fcandalous  imputations  ; 
and  whoever  is  acquainted  with  his  virtue, 
muft  be  aftonifhed  at  their  having  ever  been 
preferred  agaiofl:  him.  His  fpeeches  are 
thofe  of  a man  firmly  attached  to  the  main- 
tenance of  the  Union,  of  the  prefent  con- 
ftitution, and  of  the  independence  of  the 
United  States.  He  is  the  declared  enemy  of 
every  new  fyftem  the  introduction  of  which 
might  be  attempted,  but  he  is  a greater 
enemy  of  a kingly  form  of  government  than 

of 
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of  any  other.  He  is  clearly  of  opinion,  that 
the  prefent  conftitution  ftiould  be  carefully 
preferved,  and  defended  againft  all  infringe- 
ments arifmg  from  an  extenfion  of  the  pre- 
rogatives of  the  executive  power.  It  was 
framed  and  accepted  on  republican  princi- 
ples, and  it  is  his  with  that  it  fhould  remain 
a republican  conftitution.  On  feveral  oc- 
casions I have  heard  him  foeak  with  ereat 

*■  o 

refped  of  the  virtues  of  the  Prefident,  and 
in  terms  of  efteem  of  bis  found  and  unerring 
judgement. 

But  the  fpirit  of  party  is  carried  to  ex- 
cefs  in  x^meriea  ; men  who  embrace  the 
opinion  of  Mr.  Jefferfon,  attack  their  oppo- 
nents with  imputations,  no  doubt,  equally 
unfounded.  In  all  party-proceedings  neither 
reafon  nor  juftice  can  be  expedited  from  either 
fide,  and  very  feldom  ftricft  morality  with 
refpeét  to  the  means  employed  to  ferve  the 
favourite  caufe  ; one  caufe  alone  appears 
good  ; every  thing  befides  is  deemed  bad, 
nay  criminal,  and  probity  itfelf  ferves  to 
miflead  probity.  Perfonal  refentments  aflume 
the  colour  of  public  fpirit,  and  frequently, 
when  the  moft  odious  a<fts  of  injuftice  have 

been 
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been  -committed,  and  the  moil  atrocious  ca- 
lumnies fpread,  but  few  members  of  the 
party  are  in  the  fecret,  and  know  that  they 
are  the  effufions  of  injuftice  and  falie  repre- 
fentation.  The  truth  of  thefe  obfervations 
being  evident  to  all  men  who  have  lived 
amidft  parties,  fhouid  lead  to  mutual  tole- 
ration and  forbearance. 

In  private  life  Mr.  Jefferfon  difplays  a 
mild,  eafy  and  obliging  temper,  though  he 
is  feme  what  cold  and  referved.  His  con- 
version is  of  the  moil  agreeable  kind,  and 
he  pofleiTes  a flock  of  information  not  in- 
ferior to  that  of  any  other  mao.  In  Europe 
he  would  hold  a diftinguifhed  rank  among; 
men  of  letters,  and  as  fuch  he  has  already 
appeared  there  ; at  prefent  he  is  employed 
with  adlivity  and  perfeverance  in  the  ma- 
nagement of  his  farms  and  buildings  ; and 
he  orders,  diredts,  and  purfues  in  the  mi- 
nuteft  detail  every  branch  of  bufinefs  relative 
to  them.  I found  him  in  the  mid  ft  of  the 
harveft,  from  which  the  fcorching  heat  of 
the  fun  does  not  prevent  his  attendance. 
His  negroes  are  nouriftied,  clothed,  and 
treated  as  well  as  white  fervants  could  be. 

As 
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As  he  cannot  expecft  any  affiftance  from  the 
two  fm all  neighbouring  towns,  every  article 
is  made  on  his  farm  ; his  negroes  are  cabi- 
net-makers, carpenters,  mafons,  bricklayers, 
fmiths,  &c.  The  children  he  employs  in  a 
nail-manufadtory,  which  yields  already  a 
confiderable  profit.  The  young  and  old  ne- 
greffes  fpin  for  the  clothing  of  the  reft.  He 
animates  them  by  rewards  and  diftindlions  ; 
in  fine,  his  fuperior  mind  diredts  the  manage- 
ment of  his  domeftic  concerns  with  the  fame 
abilities,  activity,  and  regularity,  which  he 
evinced  in  the  condudl  of  public  affairs,  and 
which  he  is  calculated  to  difplay  in  every 
fituation  of  life.  In  the  fuperintendence  of 
his  houfehold  he  is  affifted  by  his  two  daugh- 
ters, Mrs.  Randolph  and  Mifs  Alary,  who 
are  handfome,  modeft,  and  amiable  women. 
They  have  been  educated  in  France.  Their 
father  went  often  with  them  to  the  houfe 
of  Madame  d'Enville , my  dear  and  refpeda- 
ble  aunt,  where  they  became  acquainted  with 
my  family,  and  as  the  names  of  many  of 
my  friends  are  not  unknown  to  them,  we 
were  able  to  converfe  of  them  together.  It 
will  be  eafily  conceived,  that  this  could  not 

but 
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but  excite  in  my  mind  ftrong  fenfations,  and 
recollections,  iometimes  painful,  yet  gene- 
rally fweet.  Fifteen  hundred  leagues  from 
our  native  country,  in  another  world,  and 
frequently  given  up  to  melancholy,  we  fancy 
ourfelves  reftored  to  exiftence,  and  not  utter 
ftrangers  to  happinefs,  when  wè  hear  our 
family  and  our  friends  mentioned  by  per- 
lons who  have  known  them,  who  repeat 
their  names,  defcribe  their  perfons,  and  ex- 
prefs  themfelves  on  fo  interefting  a fubjeCl 
in  terms  of  kindnefs  and  benevolence, 

Mr.  Randolph  is  proprietor  of  a confide- 
rable  plantation,  contiguous  to  that  of  Mr, 
JefFerfon’s  ; he  confia  ntly  fpends  the  fum- 
mer  with  him,  and,  from  the  afFeCtion  he 
bears  him,  he  feems  to  be  his  fon  rather 
than  his  fon-in-law.  Mifs  Maria  conftantly 
refides  with  her  father  ; but  as.  fhe  is  feven- 
teén  years  old,  and  is  remarkably  handfome, 
fhe  will,  doubtlefs,  foon  find,  that  there  are 
duties  which  it  is  ftill  lweeter  to  perform 
than  thofe  of  a daughter.  Mr.  JefFerfon’s 
philofophic  turn  of  mind,  his  love  of  ftudy, 
his  excellent  library,  which  fupplies  him 
with  the  means  of  fatisfying  it,  and  his 

friends. 
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friends,  will  undoubtedly  help  him  to  endure 
this  lofs,  which  moreover  is  not  likely  to 
become  an  abfolute  privation,  as  the  fé- 
cond fon-in-law  of  Mr.  Jefferfon  may,  like 
Mr.  Randolph,  refide  in  the  vicinity  of  Mon- 
ticello,  and,  if  he  be  worthy  of  Mifs  Maria, 
will  not  be  able  to  find  any  company  more 
defirable  than  that  of  Mr.  Jefferfon. 

The  fituation  of  Monticello  exempts  this 
place  from  the  peftilential  effluvia  which 
produce  fo  many  difeafes  in  the  lower  coun- 
tries. From  its  great  elevation  it  enjoys 
the  pureft  air  $ and  the  fea-breeze,  which  is 
felt  on  Ihore  about  eight  or  nine  o’clock 
in  the  morning,  reaches  Monticello  at  one  or 
two  in  the  afternoon,  and  lomewhat  re- 
frefhes  the  atmofphere,  but  the  fun  is  in- 
tolerable from  its  fcorching  heat  ; as  indeed 
it  is  in  all  the  fouthern  States.  The  places 
that  enjoy  fome  advantage  over  others  are  ^ 
thofe  which,  like  Monticello,  are  expofed 
to  its  direft  rays,  without  experiencing  their 
refle&ion  from  more  elevated  mountains,  or 
neighbouring  buildings. 

Mr.  Jefferfon,  in  common  with  all  land- 
holders in  America,  imagines  that  his  habi- 
tation 
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tation  is  more  healthy  than  any  other  ; that 
it  is  as  healthful  as  any  in  the  fined  parts 
of  France  ; and  that  neither  the  ague,  nor 
any  other  bilious  didempers  are  ever  oh- 
lerved  at  Monticello.  This  is  undoubtedly 
true,  becaufe  he  alTerts  it,  in  regard  to 
himfelf,  to  his  family,  and  his  negroes,  none 
of  whom  is  attacked  by  thefe  maladies  ; but 
I am,  neverthelefs,  of  opinion,  that  an  Eu- 
ropean, who  during  this  feafon  ihould  ex- 
pofe  himfelf  too  much  to  the  air  from  nine 
in  the  morning  until  fix  at  night,  would  not 
long  enjoy  a good  {fate  of  health.  During 
the  feven  days  I continued  there,  not  one 
pafifed  without  fome  moments  of  rain,  and 
yet  the  intenfity  of  the  heat  was  not  in  the 
lead  abated  by  it. 

In  Virginia  mongrel  negroes  are  found 
in  greater  number  than  in  Carolina  and 
Georgia  ; and  I have  even  feen,  efpecially 
at  Mr.  Jefferfon’s,  (laves,  w7ho,  neither  in 
point  of  colour  nor  features,  (hewed  the 
lead  trace  of  their  original  defeent  ; but 
their  mothers  being  (laves,  they  retain,  of 
confequence,  the  fame  condition.  This  fu- 
perior  number  of  people  of  colour  is  owing 
Vql.  III.  M to 
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to  the  fuperior  antiquity  of  the  fettlement  of 
Virginia,  and  to  the  clafs  of  ftewards  or 
bailiffs,  who  are  accufed  of  producing  this 
mongrel  breed.  They  are  liable  to  temp- 
tation, becaufe  they  are  young,  and  con- 
ftantly  amidft  their  flaves  ; and  they  enjoy 
the  power  of  gratifying  their  paffions,  be- 
caufe they  are  defpots.  But  the  public  opi- 
nion is  fo  much  againft  this  intercourfe  be- 
tween the  white  people  and  the  black,  that 
it  is  always  by  ftealth,  and  tranfiently,  the 
former  fatisfy  their  defires,  as  no  white  man 
is  known  to  live  regularly  with  a black  wo- 
man. 

Before  I clofe  this  article  I muft  fay,  that 
during  my  refidence  at  Monticello  I wit- 
neffed  the  indignation  excited  in  all  the 
planters  of  the  neighbourhood  by  the  cruel 
conduâ  of  a mafter  to  his  flave,  whom  he 
had  flogged  to  fuch  a degree  as  to  leave 
him  almoft  dead  on  the  fpot.  Juftice  pur- 
fues  this  barbarous  mafter,  and  all  the  other 
planters  declared  loudly  their  wifh,  that  he 
may  be  feverely  punifhed,  which  feems  not 
to  admit  of  any  doubt. 

But  it  is  time  to  take  leave  of  Mr.  Jeffer- 

fon. 
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fon,  whofe  kind  reception  has  perfectly  an- 
fwered  what  I had  a right  to  expedt  from  his 
civility,  from  our  former  acquaintance  in 
France,  and  from  his  particular  connection 
with  my  relations  and  friends.  Mr.  JefFer- 
fon  is  invited  by  the  republican  party,  named 
anti-federalifts,  to  fucceed  George  Wafhing- 
ton  in  the  Prefident’s  chair  of  the  United 
States,  the  latter  having  publicly  declared, 
that  he  will  not  continue  in  this  place,  al- 
though he  fhould  be  re-eledied  by  the  ma- 
jority of  the  people  of  the  United  States* 
The  other  party  is  defirous  of  railing  John 
Adams  to  that  ftation,  whofe  paft  fervices, 
and  diftinguiflied  conduct  in  the  caufe  of 
liberty,  together  with  his  place  of  Vice- 
Prefident,  give  him  alfo,  no  doubt,  very 
powerful  claims.  In  the  prefent  iituation 
of  the  United  States,  divided  as  they  are 
between  two  parties,  which  mutually  ac« 
cufe  each  other  of  perfidy  and  treafon,  and 
involved  in  political  meafures  which  it  is 
equally  difficult  to  retradi  and  to  purfue,  this 
exalted  ftation  is  furrounded  with  dangerous 
rocks  ; probity,  a zealous  attachment  to  the 
public  caufe,  and  the  mod  eminent  abilities, 
M 2 will 
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will  not  be  fufficient  to  fleer  clear  of  them 
all.  There  exifts  no  more  in  the  United 
States  a man  in  a fituation  fimiiar  to  that 
of  George  Washington.  On  his  fir  ft  elec- 
tion, the  confidence  and  gratitude  of  all 
America  were  concentrated  in  him.  Such 
a man  cannot  exift  in  the  prefent  conjunc- 
ture of  circumftances,  and  the  next  prefi- 
dent  of  the  United  States  will  be  only  the 
prefldent  of  a party.  Without  being  the 
enemy  of  one  of  the  pretenders,  one  can- 
not,, therefore,  concur  in  the  wifh  which  he 
may  entertain  of  being  elevated  to  that  emi- 
nent poft.  The  fleeting  enjoyment  of  the 
vanity  of  him,  who  (hall  be  elected  prefldent, 
may,  perhaps,  be  followed  by  the  keeneft; 
pangs  of  grief  in  his  remaining  days.  The 
twofmall  towns  of  Charlotte-Ville  and  Mil- 
ford trade  in  the  produce  of  the  country 
fl mated  between  them  and  the  mountains. 
They  alio  form  a fort  of  depot  for  the  com- 
modities of  more  diftant  parts  of  the  country; 
efpecially  Milford,  where  the  navigation  be- 
gins, and  does  not  experience  any  farther  in- 
terruption from  this  point  to  Richmond. 
The  water-carriage  of  merchandize  and 
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commodities  cofts  one  third  of  a dollar  per 
hundred  weight.  The  trade,  which  in  a 
imall  degree  is  alfo  carried  on  with  money, 

o 

is  chiefly  managed  by  barter,  becaufe  mo- 
ney is  fear  ce,  and  notes  are  not  readily  re- 
ceived. The  price  of  land  is  from  four  to 
five  dollars  per  acre,  and  the  quantity  of 
land  to  be  fold  is  very  confiderable.  Meat, 
that  is,  mutton,  veal  and  lamb,  fetches  four 
pence  a pound  ; beef  cannot  be  had  but  in 
winter.  The  wages  of  white  workmen,  fuch 
as  mafons,  carpenters,  cabinet-makers,  and 
fmiths,  amount  to  from  one  and  a half  dol- 
lar to  two  dollars  a day,  according  as  they 
are  fcarce  in  the  country.  During  the  pre- 
fent  feafon  mafons  obtain  the  higheft  pay  ; 
there  are  not  four  ftone-mafons  in  the  whole 
county  of  Albemarle,  where  Monticello  is 
fituated,  which  I left  on  the  29th  of  June. 

WOODS-TAVERN.  CULTURE  OF  TO- 
BACCO. 

The  road  to  Woods -tavern , which  runs 
along  Jekney-creek,  and  through  woods,  is 
tolerably  good  and  even.  The  plantations 
M 3 continue 
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continue  to  be  thinly  fcattered,  and  the  pro- 
prietors cultivate  as  much  tobacco  as  they 
can  employ  negroes.  But  here,  as  on 
James-River,  and  in  fa £t  throughout  Vir- 
ginia, tobacco  is  yearly  replaced  by  wheat, 
which  becomes  gradually  almoft  the  general 
obje<ft  of  culture  ; and  the  prefent  fall  in  the 
price  of  wheat  does  not  feem  to  render  the 
planters  lefs  attached  to  this  change  in  their 
lyftem  of  cultivation. 

The  culture  of  tobacco  is  difficult,  trou- 
blefome,  and  uncertain.  It  is  fown  in  the 
month  of  March,  in  a fat  and  rather  moift 
ground. 

Before  the  fowing  time  the  land  is  covered 
with  fmall  branches  of  trees, which  are  burnt 
for  the  purpofe  of  deftroying  the  herbs  and 
roots,  that  might  injure  the  growth  of  the 
plant,  and  alfo  in  order  to  increafe  the  fer- 
tility of  the  foil  by  their  a(hes.  The  tobacco 
is  thickly  fown  on  a bed  in  the  mod:  fhel- 
tered  corner  of  the  field.  This  bed  is  co- 
vered with  branches,  left  the  froft  fhould 
hinder  the  unfolding  of  the  feed,  and  pre- 
vent the  fp routing  of  the  plants.  When 
they  are  three  or  four  inches  high,  they  are 

tranfplanted 
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tranfplanted  into  a field,  which  has  been 
well  manured  and  prepared  for  their  recep- 
tion. A negro  heaps  earth  around  the  plants, 
which  are  fet  four  feet  diftant  from  each 
other  on  all  fides.  The  ground  is  con- 
ftantly  kept  clean  of  weeds,  and  cill  the 
leaves  are  taken  from  the  plant,  which  it  is 
thought  might  injure  its  perfect  growth,  be- 
ginning always  with  thofe  that  are  next  the 
ground,  and  which  might  be  affedled  by  the 
wet.  More  earth  is  heaped  around  the  ftalk  ; 
and  its  head  bruifed  with  the  nail,  to  prevent 
its  running  up  too  high  ; all  the  fprouts 
which  fhoot  forth  below  the  leaves  are  cut 
away,  and  all  the  leaves  fucceffively  torn 
off,  except  eight  or  nine,  which  alone  are 
left  on  the  ftalk.  At  laft  when  the  plant  is 
fuppofed  to  be  ripe,  which  happens  in  the 
month  of  Auguft,  it  is  cut,  left  feveral  days 
in  the  field  to  dry  in  the  fun,  and  then  car- 
ried into  the  barns,  where  every  plant  is 
feparately  fufpended  by  its  undermoft:  part. 
In  this  pofition  the  leaves  attain  by  deficca- 
tion  the  laft  degree  of  maturity,  but  not  all 
of  them  at  the  fame  time  ; for  this  defeca- 
tion, which  in  regard  to  fome  is  completed 
M 4 within 
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within  two  days,  takes  with  refpeét  to  others 
feveral  weeks.  When  the  leaves  are  per- 
fectly dry,  they  are  taken  from  the  ftalk,  and 
laid  one  upon  another  in  foiall  parcels.  The 
mo  ft  perfedt  leaves  muft  be  put  together,  and 
thofe  of  an  inferior  quality  feparated  into 
different  dalles  * this  is,  at  leaft,  the  method 
followed  by  fuch  planters  as  pay  moft  at- 
tention to  the  fabrication  of  their  tobacco. 
Thefe  fmall  parcels  of  leaves,  tied  together 
by  their  tails,  are  then  brought  under  the 
prefs,  and  afterwards  preffed  down  into 
hogfheads.  This  procefs  varies  more  or  lefs 
in  the  different  plantations,  but  the  variations 
are  not  by  any  means  confiderable. 

The  forts  of  tobacco,  cultivated  in  Vir- 
ginia, are  the  fweet-fcented , the  moft  efteem- 
ed  of  all  ; the  big  and  little ^ which  follow 
next  ; then  the  Frederick  ; and,  laftly,  the 
one-and~all , the  largeft  of  all,  and  which  yields 
moft  in  point  of  quantity.  The  tobacco 
produced  in  thefe  parts  is  fold  either  at  Mil- 
ford or  Richmond.  The  price  is  the  fame, 
and  fo  is  the  freight,  which  amounts  to  one 
third  of  a dollar  per  hundred  weight*  this  is 
aifo  the  cafe  in-  regard  to  other  articles  of 

merchandize. 
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merchandize.  This  year  it  has  been  fold 
for  fix  dollars  and  two  thirds  per  hundred 
weight.  Three  years  ago  it  brought  no 
more  than  from  three  to  four  dollars.  A 
ne°ro  can  cultivate  two  acres  and  a half, 
and  as  each  acre  yields,  upon  an  average, 
one  thoufand  pounds  of  tobacco,  each  negro 
can,  confequently,  produce  two  thoufand 
five  hundred  pounds.  But  the  culture  of 
this  plant  is,  as  has  already  been  dated,  ex- 
tremely troublefome  ; it  is  expofed  to  a great 
variety  of  accidents,  which  cannot  always 
be  avoided,  and  which  deftroy  many  ftalks, 
or  fpoil  at  lead  many  leaves:  id.  After 
the  plant  has  been  tranfplanted,  the  root  is 
frequently  attacked  by  a fmall  worm,  which 
caufes  the  leaf  to  turn  yellow,  and  which 
mud  be  taken  out  of  the  ground  with  the 
fingers,  to  fave  the  plant;  2d.  humidity 
communicates  the  rot  to  the  plant,  that  is, 
covers  it  with  red  fpots,  which  caufe  it  to 
moulder  away,  and  the  dalk  is  loft;  3d. 
violent  winds  break  the  dalk  ; 4th.  when 
the  leaves  are  at  the  point  of  attaining  their 
maturity,  horn-worms  neftle  in  them,  at- 
tack them,  and  completely  deftroy  the  plant, 
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unlefs  they  can  be  torn  off;  5th.  when  the 
tobacco  is  cut  and  fpread  on  the  ground  to 
dry,  the  wet  impairs  its  quality.  The  feed 
for  the  next  year  is  obtained  from  forty  to 
fifty  ftalks  per  acre, which  the  cultivator  lets 
run  up  as  high  as  they  will  grow,  without 
bruiting  their  heads. 

Mr.  Wood  cultivates  no  tobacco  on  the 
farm  where  he  keeps  his  inn,  but  on  an- 
other, feven  miles  farther  diftant,  and  the 
only  fort  he  attends  to  is  one-and-all.  Near 
his  inn  he  cultivates  wheat  and  Indian  corn, 
like  all  the  other  farmers  of  the  diftrift  ; 
but  he  dungs  his  fields  now  and  then,  and 
thus  prolongs  the  term  of  their  fertility.  He 
frequently  obtains  thirty  bufhels  of  wheat 
per  acre,  and  all  his  produce  in  wheat  as 
well  as  tobacco  is  fold  at  Milford. 

The  price  of  land  is  in  this  diftridl  the 
fame  as  in  the  vicinity  of  Mr.  Jefferfon. 

Mr.  Wood’s  inn  is  fo  good  and  cleanly 
—he,  his  wife,  and  whole  family,  are  fo 
kindly  officious  and  obliging,  that  I cannot 
forbear  mentioning  thofe  circumftances  with 
pleafure.  Mr.  Wood  is  a lively,  agreeable, 
old  man  ; thirty-five  years  ago  he  fettled  in 

this 
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this  part  of  Virginia,  where  he  arrived  from 
Ireland,  and  has  amaffed  a confiderable  for- 
tune. 

NORTH-GARDEN-MOUNTAINS. 

A few  miles  beyond  Mr.  Wood’s  inn, 
you  pafs  by  the  North-garden-Mountains. 
This  is  a fmall  circle  of  mountains,  almoft 
entirely  clofed,  which  contains  about  ten 
thoufand  acres  of  the  very  bell  land.  The 
richnefs  of  the  foil,  and  the  variety  of  fitua- 
tions,  which  fits  it  for  all  fpecies  of  culture, 
have  obtained  for  this  diflriét  the  name  it 
bears.  A planter  has  made  there  within 
thefe  few  years  a fuccefsful  trial  with  the 
vine  ; he  puts  into  his  wine  brandy  and 
fugar,  and  imagines  that  the  wine  is  made 
in  the  fame  manner  in  all  countries  whence 
it  is  exported  in  large  quantities.  He  does 
not  as  yet  produce  wine  enough  for  fale,  but 
the  Virginians  who  have  tailed  it  allow  it 
to  be  excellent,  and  he  will,  of  courfe,  find 
a ready  market  when  he  Ihall  be  able  to 
make  a fufficient  quantity. 
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ROCKFISH. 

During  the  whole  journey,  until  you  reach 
the  foot  of  the  Jxockjijh , you  continually  aft 
cend  and  defcend,  but  the  ground  riles  all 
along  by  fen fible  degrees  ; the  plantations 
are  more  numerous,  but  the  buildings  con- 
fift  of  fmall  miferahle  log-houfes,  although 
the  cultivated  fields  which  furround  them 
are  tolerably  extenfive.  The  nearer  you 
approach  the  mountains  the  more  the  to- 
bacco-fields grow  fcarce,  and  you  at  laft  fee 
nothing  but  wheat  and  Indian  corn.  Among 
all  the  farmers  I have  met  with,  I found  but 
one  who  was  not  dififatisfied  wdth  the  fall  in 
the  price  of  wheat,  and  who  exprefted  him- 
felf  on  this  fubjed  with  moderation  and 
judgement  ; all  the  reft  perceive  in  the  de- 
creafe  of  the  value  of  their  commodities 
their  approaching  ruin,  arid  lament  it  with 
the  utmoft  grief.  At  length  you  reach  the 
foot  of  the  Blue-Mountains,  which  you  aft 
cend  by  a road  two  miles  in  length,  that 
has  a gentle  rife,  .and  is  well  cut.  A fmall 
additional  expence  would  have  rendered  it 

completely 
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completely  good  by  turning  off  feveral 
fprings,  which  fpoil  it  in  different  places. 
From  this  mountain  you  enjoy  an  extenfive 
profpeft  over  all  the  heights  you  have  juft 
traverfed  ; but  the  country  is  covered  with 
wood  to  fuch  a degree,  that  their  tops  only 
can  be  difcerned.  On  the  fummit  of  Rock- 
fifh-Mountain  you  find  a few  miferablc 
houfes,  the  raoft  confiderable  of  which  is 
an  abominable  inn,  full  of  bugs,  fleas,  and 
all  kinds  of  ordure.  I flopped  there,  for  I 
had  no  choice.  All  the  inhabitants  of  the 
place  meet  here,  as  they  generally  do  in  the 
Imall  inns  in  America,  to  fmoke  their  pipes, 
to  drink  whifky,  and  relate  the  toils  of  the 
day  : politics  take  up  but  little  of  their  con- 
verfation.  Newfpapers  do  not  reach  Rock- 
fifh,  and  the  number  of  families  is  too  fro  all 
to  fupply  matter  for  the  ((  chronique  fcanda - 
leufe  ;9  but  fegars  and  whifky  fatisfy  thefe 
good  people,  who  thus  fpend  in  a quarter 
of  an  hour  in  the  evening  the  earnings  of 
the  whole  day.  The  landlord  of  the  inn 
has  alfo  a diftillery  of  whifky,  which  he 
diftills  from  Indian  corn  and  wheat,  mixed 
in  equal  proportion,  and  thus  increafes  its 

ftrength. 
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ftrength.  This  whifky  fetches  eight  {hil- 
lings per  gallon.  The  addition  of  Indian 
corn  augments,  in  my  opinion,  the  un- 
wholefomenefs  of  this  liquor  ; but  this  is 
immaterial  for  the  inn-keeper,  whofe  only 
care  is  to  dilpofe  of  it  at  a profitable  rate. 
A ftore,  eftablifhed  on  the  top  of  the  moun- 
tain, buys  the  produce  of  the  adjoining  coun- 
try, which  is  offered  there  for  fale,  and  re- 
tails the  merchandize  drawn  from  Rich- 
mond by  the  way  of  Milford.  The  ftore- 
keeper  tranfmits  alfo  to  Milford  the  com- 
modities of  the  country,  if  they  are  not  fent 
by  direâ  conveyance  to  Richmond.  The 
carriage  to  Milford  cofts  two  thirds  of  a dol- 
lar per  hundred  weight.  All  the  goods  fold 
at  this  flore  are  feventy-five  per  cent  dearer 
than  in  Philadelphia. 

The  land,  even  on  the  fummit  of  the 
mountain,  is  tolerably  good  ; it  is  fown  with 
wheat,  and  produces  from  eight  to  twelv.e 
bufhels  per  acre.  The  culture  of  tobacco 
terminates  at  the  foot  of  this  chain  of  moun- 
tains ; on  the  other  fide  not  a leaf  is  pro- 
duced, neither  the  foil  nor  climate  being 
fit  for  it.  It  is  âlfo  here  that  iliil  more  for- 
tunately 
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tunately  the  fcourge  entirely  flops,  known 
under  the  name  of  u-idles,  and  that  the  grain 
can  be  preferved  as  long  as  it  fuits  the  con- 
venience of  the  owner,  without  being  threfh- 
ed.  The  laft  farmer  I converfed  with,  be- 
fore I reached  the  foot  of  the  mountain,  told 
me,  that  his  grain  was  infedted  with  that 
infedh 

JOURNEY  FROM  ROCKFISH  TO 
STAUNTON. 

The  mountain,  whofe  fummit  cannot  be 
reached  from  the  other  fide  till  after  amend- 
ing two  miles,  is  defcended  by  a road  which, 
at  moil,  is  only  three  quarters  of  a mile  in 
length,  though  it  Hopes  as  gently  as  the  for- 
mer, a circumflance  which  proves  how  much 
the  ground  rifes  from  one  ridge  to  another 
in  this  feries  of  mountains,  which  contains 
four  fuch  ftages.  The  country,  as  far  as 
Staunton,  is  thus  conftantly  rifmg.  The 
habitations  are  in  this  diftridt  more  nume- 
rous than  on  the  other  fide  of  the  Blue- 
Mountains,  but  the  houfes  are  miferable  ; 
mean  fmall  log-houfes,  inhabited  by  families 

which 
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which  fwarm  with  children.  There  exifts 
here  the  fame  appearance  of  mifery  as  in  the 
back  parts  of  Pennfylvania.  The  inhabi- 
tants are  moft  of  them  emigrants  from  the 
county  of  Lancafter,  from  Maryland,  and 
the  environs  of  Reading  and  Carlifle.  They 
purchafe  land  in  thefe  back  parts  of  Vir- 
ginia at  a cheaper  rate  than  they  fold  that 
which  they  quitted.  They  clear  an  addi- 
tional portion  of  land,  and  fell  it  again  on 
the  firft  opportunity,  in  order  to  remove  into 
Kentucky,  or  Teneffee.  Thefe  are  the  main 
points  of  diredion  for  the  emigration  from 
Virginia,  where  moft  of  the  families  from 
Pennfylvania  and  Maryland  fettle  only  for  a 
certain  time.  Some  of  the  ancient  inha- 
bitants of  Virginia  emigrate  alfo  to  the 
weftern  parts,  and  it  is  a certain  fad,  that 
the  ftate  lofes  vearlv  more  than  it  grains  by 
emigration.  In  the  county  of  Augufta, 
which  is  entered  after  paffing  the  Blue- 
Ridge,  the  price  of  land  is  higher  than  in 
the  county  of  Albemarle.  It  is  difficult  to 
account  for  this  fad,  as  the  produce  of  the 
country  is  retailed  at  a ratefomewhat  cheap- 
er, although  the  increafed  expence  for  the 
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carriage  to  market  fhould,  it  feems,  raife 
its  price.  Land  cofts  from  &n  to  twelve 
dollars  the  acre.  All  fpecies  of  grain,  hemp* 
and  flax,  are  cultivated  here,  but  with  as 
little  Ikill  as  in  the  preceding  counties.  As 
there  are  no  rich  planters  in  this  diftriét,  the 
number  of  negroes  is  inconfiderable  ; yet  all 
thefe  petty  planters*  however  poor  and 
wretched  they  apparently  are,  have  one  flave 
who  fhares  in  their  toils  and  diftrefs. 

STAUNTON,  AND  THE  PRINCIPAL 
MINERAL  SPRINGS  IN  THE  NEIGH- 
BOURHOOD. 

On  defcending  the  Blue-Mountains,  the 
South-River,  or  fouthern  branch  of  the 
Shenandoah,  is  crofled  j and,  before  Staun- 
ton is  reached,  the  creeks  Chriftian  and 
Lewis  are  palled,  which,  at  a few  miles  di- 
ftance  from  that  fpot,  empty  themfelves  into 
the  Shenandoah. 

Staunton  is  the  capital  of  the  county  of 
Augufta.  From  its  being  in  the  centre  of 
a group  of  hills,  it  is  one  of  the  places  in 
Virginia  where  the  heat  is  rnoft  intenfe, 
Vol.  III.,  N and, 
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above  all,  molt  ôppreffive  and  intolerable* 
Some  houfes  conftruéled  on  the  heights  en- 
joy  a little  more  ahv but  they  are  command- 
ed by  other  neighbouring  mountains,  which 
frequently  prevent  the  air  from  reaching 
them,  and  very  feldom  fufer  it  to  circu- 
late. The  land,  in  the  neighbourhood  is 
not  remarkably  fruitful.  It  would  be  difficult 
to  account  for  this  fpot  having  been  chofen 
for  the  fite  of  a town  in  preference  to  others* 
but  for  the  numerous  fprings  of  excellent 
water,  and  a rivulet,  which  burfting  from  a 
hill  near  the  town,  turns  two  mills,  and 
might  turn  many  more  if  there  were  mohey 
enough  to  eftabliih  them,  and  a fufficient 
quantity  of  corn  to  be  ground.  The  fmalî 
rivulet  forms  the  Middle -River,  which  em- 
pties itfelf  into  the  Shenandoah. 

The  moft  frequented  road  to  the  fweet> 
warm , and  hot  fprings  at  Qreenbriar , and 
from  thence  to  . Kentucky,  paffës  through 
Staunton,  and'  makes  it  a confiderable  tho- 
roughfare.^ Eight  inns -are  eftablilhed  there, 
three  of  which  are  large,  and  frequently 
full.  The  warm  and  hot  fprings  are  in  the 
county  of  Augufta,  towards  the  fource  of 
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James-River.  They  are  eight  miles  diftant 
from  each  other,  and  ftronglv  impregnated 
with  fulphur.  The  temperature  of  the  warm 
fpring  is  ninety-two  degrees  of  Fahrenheit, 
which  are  equal  to  twenty-fix  degrees  and 
two  thirds  of  Reaumur  ; that  of  the  hot 
fprings  one  hundred  and  twelve  degrees  of 
Fahrenheit,  equal  to  thirty-fix  degrees  and 
five  ninths  of  Reaumur.  Thefe  two  fprings 
are  confidered  to  be  very  efficacious  in  rheu- 
matic complaints,  and  in  all  cafes  where  it 
is  neceffary  to  purify  the  blood.  The  fweet 
fprings  are  in  the  county  of  Botetourt>  forty 
miles  from  the  others,  and'near  another  fource 
of  James-River.  They  are  quite  cold.  The 
accommodations  are  not  remarkably  good  in 
any  of  thefe  three  places,  although  they  are 
much  frequented. 

Staunton  contains  about  eight  hundred 
inhabitants,  a fourth  of  whom  are  negroes. 
The  houfes  are  tolerably  well  built.  From 
fifteen  to  eighteen  flores  receive  the  pro- 
duce of  the  back  country^  which  chiefly 
confifls  in  wheat,  Indian  corn,  rye,  hemp, 
linfeed,  wax,  and  honey.  Pretty  large  quan- 
tities of  bear- Ikins  and  beaver-fkins  are  alfb 
N 2 carried 
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carried  thither,  as  well  as  ox-hides,  for  the 
fupply  of  a tan-yard,  which  has  been  efta- 
blifhed  in  the  place.  The  goods  fold  by  the 
ftore-keepers  are  brought  direftly  from  Bal- 
timore, yet  more  frequently  from  Philadel- 
phia, as  the  fmall  capitals  of  the  merchants 
of  Richmond  do  not  allow  them  to  give  as 
long  credit  as  the  Staunton  traders  can  ob- 
tain in  thofe  two  large  cities,  where  they 
alfo  find  a cheaper  market.  The  trade  of 
Staunton  has  decreafed  of  late  years  on  ac- 
count of  the  eftablifliment  of  feveral  fmall 
towns  in  the  county  of  Greenbriar,  as  the 
ftore-keepers  in  thofe  places  buy  up  fome 
of  the  commodities  which  were  formerly 
brought  to  Staunton,  and  fupply  the  fame 
parts  of  the  country  with  articles  of  mer- 
chandize which  were  originally  fupplied  by 
Staunton. 

Two  market-days  are  weekly  kept  in  the 
town,  but  the  market  is  badly  furnifhed 
with  provifio'ns.  Meat  fells  at  fix  pence  a 
pound.  Flour  fetches  about  eleven  dollars 
the  barrel  ; it  is  fine  and  white,  and  of  a 
tafte  infinitely  fuperior  to  that  on  the  other 
fide  of  the  Blue-Mountains.  The  price  of 
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a town-lot  of  one  acre  varies  according  to 
its  pofition,  from  fixty  to  a hundred  dollars. 
This  country  is  not  free  from  bilious  fevers 
in  autumn,  yet  they  are  lefs  frequent  than 
in  the  Low  countries.  Four  phyficians  are 
eftablifhed  in  this  fmall  town,  whofe  practice 
is  very  extenfive. 

A newfpaper  is  publifhed  at  Staunton 
twice  a- week,  and  another  is  received  there 
every  week  from  Winchefter.  Thefe  pa- 
pers, it  is  true,  are  rather  warm  in  defence 
of  the  French  caufe,  yet  they  are  written 
with  moderation,  and  never  attack  diredtly 
or  indirectly  the  government  of  the  United 
States.  As  far  as  I am  able  to  judge,  they 
are  but  little  read. 

1 had  a confiderable  inflammation  in  my 
eyes,  which  increafed  to  fuch  a degree,  that 
on  my  arrival  at  Staunton  I was  abfolutely 
blind.  In  order  to  get  rid  of  it,  I was 
obliged  to  have  recourfe  to  bleeding,  phyfic, 
and  blifters,  and  to  remain  four  days  in  that 
fmall  town.  This  diftemper,  which  I caught 
at  Monticello,  is  very  common  throughout 
this  country  in  the  hotted:  part  of  the  feafon, 
N 3 efpecially 
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efpeciallywith  thofe  who  expofe  themfelves 
to  the  ftm. 

During  my  flay  at  the  inn  where  I lodg- 
ed, I faw  great  numbers  of  travellers  pals 
by,  who  were  either  merchants  or  fellers  of 
land,  going  to  Greenbriar  and  Carolina,  or 
perfons  on  their  way  to  the  medicinal  fprings 
for  relief  from  rheumatic  pains,  or  other 
maladies,  which  they  had  contracted  in  the 
low  countries.  The  political  opinions  they 
delivered  in  the  courfe  of  converfation  were 
remarkably  good.  The  declaration  made  by 
the  Prefident,  that  he  will  not  be  a candi- 
date at  the  next  election,  was  the  common 
topic;  and  while  they  unanimoufly  declared 
that-  Mr.  Jefferfon  fhould  be  his  fucceffor, 
they  were  at  the  fame  time  clearly  of  opi- 
nion that  nothing  could  repair  his  lofs. 

A prefbyterian  church  has  been  built  at 
Staunton  ; it  is  well  frequented  every  Sun- 
day by  the  followers  of  that  fedt,  as  well  as 
by  perfons  of  different  religious  perfuafions. 
A Baptift  preacher  delivers  now  and  then  a 
fermon  in  this  church,  which  dpes  not,  how- 
ever, make  the  lead  alteration  in  the  com- 
pofition  of  the  audience. 

The. 
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The  inhabitants  of  Staunton,  like  the 
generality  of  Virginians,  are  fond  of  gamb- 
ling* and  betting*.  I witneffed  -there  two 
miferable  horfe-races.  The  beft  horfe  was 
not  worth  fixty  dollars,  and  the  bets 
amounted  to  three  or  four  hundred.  But 
as  money  is  by  no  means  plentiful,  they  lay 
knives,  watches,  -&c.  &c.  I have  feen 
twelve  watches  depofited  in  the  hands  of 
the  fame  umpire.  With  refpeCi  to  the 
manners  of  the  people  here,  they  are  in 
general  much  like  thofe  of  Richmond,  nor 
are  they  actuated  by  a fuperior  defire  to  dis- 
charge the  debts  which  they  contract. 

TOUR  FROM  STAUNTON  TO  WIN- 
CHESTER. KEYSSEL-TOWN. 

The  road  from  Staunton  to  Winchefter 
runs  into  two  directions,  ten  miles  from  the 
former  place,  but  the  two  roads  thus  formed 
join  again  thirty  miles  farther  on.  We  had 
been  advifed  to  ftrike  into  the  old  road,  as 
being  the  beft,  and  we  preferred  it  ac- 
cordingly ; I fay  we,  for  Mr.  Guillemard 
had  rejoined  me.  The  road  as  far  as  that 
N 4 fork. 
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fork,  and  even  far  beyond  it,  offers  no  in*- 
terefting  obje£ls  ; it  is  good,  but,  to  judge 
from  the  nature  of  the  ground,  it  muft  be 
almoft  impaflabie  in  winter.  Rocks  are  ve$y 
numerous;  the  habitations  do  not  ftand  at  a 
great  diftance  from  the  road,  but  they  have 
a mean  appearançe. 

Fourteen  miles  from  Staunton,  a woman 
who  keeps  an  inn,  or  at  leaft  who  affumed 
the  title  in  an  advertifement  over  her  door, 
was  not  able  to  furnifh  us  a breakfaft  in 
her  hut,  the  moft  filthy  and  nafty  I have 
hitherto  met  with  throughout  America.*^-* 
Three  miles  farther  on,  we  were  at  con~ 
fiderable  pains  to  obtain  one,  which  fell 
much  fhort  of  fatisfying  the  calls  of  hunger. 
As  we  could  not  entertain  the  leaft  hopes 
of  getting  a dinner  at  Snap’s  (this  is  the 
name  of  the  mafter  of  this  fécond  inn),  we 
were  compelled  to  brave  the  intolerable  heat 
of  the  noon-tide  fun,  and  to  proceed  four 
miles  farther  on,  to  Keyflel-Town,  a town' 
which,  though  only  twenty  years  old,  is  al- 
ready falling  into  decay.  It  is  an  aflemblage 
of  about  twenty  miferable  houfes,  four  of 
which  are  whifky-houfes.  The  land  is 

generally 
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generally  good,  and  fetches  upon  an  ave- 
rage from  fifteen  to  feventeen  dollars  the 

o 

acre;  but  uplands  fell  only  for  four  or  five. 
Keyflel-Town  {lands  clofe  to  tfie  Peaked- 
Mountains,  a ridge  which  ftretches,  without 
the  leaft  interruption,  from  the  northern 
branch  of  the  Shenandoah  to  Newton,  that 
is,  about  fixty  miles  in  a direction  parallel  to 
the  Blue-Mountains,  which  are  fifteen  miles 
diftant.  This  chain  is,  in  fact,  only  a con- 
tinuation of  the  fame  mountain  ; for  the 
fum mit  forms  throughout  its  whole  extent 
a ftraight  line,  uninterrupted  by  flight  dif- 
ferences in  point  of  form.  The  ftate  of 
culture  is  here  much  the  fame  as  in  all  the 
preceding  diftrids  ; large  quantities  of  land 
in  pofleffion  of  the  fame  owner,  and  put 
into  cultivation  until  they  are  completely 
exhaufted.  Hemp,  which  grows  very  fine, 
is  cultivated  throughout  the  whole  of  this 
country,  but  flax  is  merely  attended  to  on 
account  of  the  feed.  The  number  of  cattle 
is  very  confiderable,  but  they  are  conftantly 
kept  in  the  woods.  There  are  but  very  few 
farmers  who  flail  them,  even  in  winter, 
although  the  froft  is  for  three  months  very 
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fcvere  : they  then  ftrew  a few  handfuls  of 
bad  hay  before  the  door,  which  thefe  poor 
lean  animals  come  to  eat  ; and  this  rnufl 
lafl  until  the  next  day,  when  they  return 
for  the  fame  fcanty  fupply.  Dung  is  con- 
fequently  little  valued  in  this  country.  Al- 
though this  is  the  general  method,  yet  there 
are  fome  exceptions  for  the  better. 

On  the  journey  from  Staunton  to  KeyfTel- 
Town  we  pafs  the  northern  branch  of  the 
Shenandoah,  and  the  Middle-Creek.  Two 
phyficians  and  four  inn-keepers  conftitute 
the  principal  population  of  KeylTel-Town. 
One  of  the  phyficians  is  alfo  matter  of  an 
inn  ; the  other,  a German  by  birth,  formerly 
employed  in  the  Dutch  fervice  at  Batavia 
and  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  in  the  hofpi- 
tals,  enjoys,  it  is  faid,  fome  reputation  in 
the  country.  We  were  told  that  people 
frequently  come  forty  miles  to  confult  him. 
His  name  is  Dr.  Hall  ; we  faw  him  5 he 
feems  to  polfefs  more  knowledge  than  phy- 
ficians generally  do  in  this  country  ; but  this 
diftindion  is  no  peculiar  ground  of  praife. 
This  doctor,  who  arrived  in  America  four- 
teen years  ago,  has  fucceffively  refided  in  the 
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ftate  of  New- York,  Jerfey,  and  different 
parts  of  Virginia.  Jn  the  laft  inftance  he 
quitted  the  wcftern  mountains,  three  years 
fince,  to  fettle  in  Keyffel-Town  ; he  fold  for 
fifteen  hundred  dollars  ninety  acres  of  land, 
and  a houfe,  which  two  years  before  he  had 
purchafed  for  two  hundred  and  forty,  and 
where  he  had  actually  made  fume  improve- 
ments. I mention  this  fad,  becaufe  in- 
ftance's  of  a limilar  kind  leldom  happen  in 
this  country.  They  depend  undoubtedly 
on  peculiar  circumftances  ; for,  as  has  al- 
ready been  obferved,  the  increafe  of  the 
price  of  land  in  Virginia  is  far  from  keep- 
ing pace  with  the  rapid  progreffion  it  ex- 
periences in  the  northern  States,  and  which 
feems  to  commence  in  South-Carolina.-^— 
Meat  is  fold  for  three  pence  a pound,  and 
frefh  pork  for  from  four  to  five.  Some  in- 
habitants of  thefe  parts  buy  up  fait  pork  in 
Greenbriar-County , and  retail  it  here.  They 
purchafe  it  for  five  pence,  and  fell  it  for  nine. 
We  faw  at  Mr.  Snap’s  a waggon  loaded  with 
thirty  hundred  weight  of  this  article,  which 
was  to  be  fold  in  the  environs  of  fpede- 
rickiburg.  The  foil  confifts  in  general  of 
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calcareous  earth,  and  the  uppermoft  layer 
is  clay,  which  is  frequently  fo  red,  that  you 
would  fuppofe  it  to  be  of  a ferruginous  na- 
ture. The  habitations  are  pretty  numerous, 
but  mean  and  poor.  Some  mills  on  the 
creek  do  not  look  quite  fo  wretched  ; but 
there  is  not  one  good  houfe,  not  one  good 
fiable,  and  not  one  good  barn,  even  on  the 
eftates  of  the  moft  confiderable  farmers. 

FREY. 

The  houfe  of  one  Pickering , twelve  miles 
from  Keyflel-Town,  had  been  pointed  out 
to  us  as  a comfortable  manfion.  We  did 
not  find  Pickering  there,  but  Frey,  a Ger- 
man, to  whom  the  former  fold  it  laft  year, 
and  who  had  eftablifhed  himfelf  here  fome 
weeks  before  our  arrival.  The  houfe  was 
in  fo  wretched  a flate  as  to  be  feen  through 
on  all  fides  ; there  was  nothing  to  eat  either 
for  man  or  horfe,  nor  was  there  any  drink  to 
be  got  but  whifky.  We  were,  however, 
obliged  to  content  ourfelves  with  this  hut  ; 
for  it  was  night,  and  we  (hould  have  been 
obliged  to  travel  four  miles  more  in  fearch 
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of  another  inn,  which  perhaps  might  not 
have  been  better.  We  accordingly  accom- 
modated ourfelves  to  circumftances,  and  were 
informed  that  this  Frey,  the  fon  of  a Ger- 
man, came  laft  year  from  Reading,  and  paid 
three  hundred  and  twenty  dollars  for  his 
houfe,  two  diftilleries,  which  belong  to  it, 
and  fixty-two  acres  of  good  land.  This  tradt 
of  country  is  peopled  by  one  and  the  fame 
lort  of  emigrants,  who  come  from  Lancafter 
and  Reading,  good  fubjeâs,  honeft  people, 
middling  cultivators  ; but  awkward,  rude, 
uninformed,  and  dirty.  Thefe  qualities  and 
inconveniences  charadlerize  all  the  fettlers 
in  America  who  are  Germans,  or  Tons  of 
Germans. 

The  air  here  is  fo  intenfely  hot,  and  the 
rays  of  the  fun  beat  with  fuch  violence,  at 
this  feafon  of  the  year,  that  to  render  tra- 
velling during  the  day  at  all  tolerable,  it  is 
neceflary  to  depart  even  before  daybreak  ; 
and  to  reft  from  feven  or  eight  in  the  morn- 
ing till  five  in  the  evening  ; when  the  tra- 
veller muft  fet  forward  again,  to  make  a 
moderate  day’s  journey  before  the  arrival  of 
night.  With  thefe  hours  one  can  feldom, 
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proceed  more  than  five  and  twenty  miles  a 
day  ; for  it  is  neceffary,  both  to  the  rider 
and  his  horfe,  to  travel  at  an  ealy  pace. 
The  fun  begins  to  fcorch  as  foon  as  it  rifes  $ 
at  five  in  the  morning  the  heat  is  already 
inconvenient  ; in  the  evening  it  is  exceffive 
till  fun-fet  ; and  even  long  after  the  fun  is 
down,  the  ground  and  all  the  furrounding 
objeds  are  impregnated  with  heat,  and  con-* 
tinue  to  refled  it  upon  the  traveller.  But 
after  all,  though  the  air  is  fultry  through  the 
whole  day,  I have  always  fuffered  lefs  from 
it  than  from  the  burning  rays  of  the  fun, 
which  to  me  were  terrible.  And  very  of- 
ten, in  defpight  of  the  management  I have 
talked  of,  the  traveller  lofes  the  advantage 
of  part  of  his  precautions,  from  the  want  of 
inns  at  convenient  diftances  ; being  com- 
pelled, whatever  he  may  endure,  to  proceed 
further  into  the  morning  than  eight  o*clock, 
and  to  begin  his  journey  again  earlier  than 
five  in  the  evening.  This  happened  to  us 
yefterday,  which  was  the  5th  of  July.  We 
could  find  no  place  to  reft  at,  till  noon  ; 
and  were  obliged  to  let  out  again  at  four, 
to  reach  our  miferable  inn  by  the  time 
* « . ' night 
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night  began  to  fall.  Travelling  in  this 
manner  defeats  the  intention  of  one  who 
travels  from  curiofity  ; for,  befide  his  being 
in  danger  of  falling  fick,  he  arrives  at  the 
end  of  his  day’s  journey  fo  fatigued  as  to  be 
incapable  of  exertion,  and  unfit  for  enquiry. 
He  can  fcarcely  go  twenty  paces  from  his 
inn,  to  fee  an  objedt  worthy  of  being  vifited  ; 
and  has  barely  ftrength  to  fupport  a languid 
exiftence. 

Newmarket  was  the  firft  place  where 
we  flopped  ; it  is  eight  miles  diftant  from 
our  wretched  night-quarters,  from  which 
we  were  not  able  to  fet  out  as  foon  as 
we  could  have  wiflied.  The  afpedfc  of  the 
country  does  not  offer  the  leaft  variety  of 
views.  On  fome  farms  we  now  and  then 
fee  barns,  better  flocked  then  they  generally 
are  in  this  part  of  the  country  ; but  the 
dwellings  are  all  fmall  log-houfes*  and  the 
culture  is  bad.  Between  Frey’s  inn  and 
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Newmarket  the  two  branches  of  the  road 
join  again  into  one.  Newmarket  is  a more 
confiderable  place  than  Keyffel-Town  ; the 
buildings  are  much  of  the  fame  conftrudtion* 
but  in  a better  condition.  It  is  alfo  fituated 
in  a more  extenfive  plain  than  we.  have  feen 
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in  our  travels  between  the  mountains.  As 
to  the  price  of  commodities,  the  manners  of 
the  inhabitants,  and  the  culture  of  the  foil* 
the  difference  is  fo  very  trifling,  as  not  to 
deferve  any  notice. 

THE  VALLEY  AND  RIVER  SHENAN- 
DOAH. PEATON. 

After  an  up  and  down  hill  journey  of  five 
miles  farther  on  a road  filled  with  loofe 
flones,  we  entered  the  valley  of  Shenan- 
doah, where  meadows  become  more  fre- 
quent. The  heat  of  the  day  did  not  allow 
us  to  proceed  farther  than  Peaton’s  houfe, 
where,  contrary  to  what  we  had  been  led 
to  expeét,  we  found  the  beft  accommoda- 
tion we  have  met  with  fince  we  left  Staun- 
ton. Peaton  kept  formerly  an  inn,  but 
having  bought,  a twelvemonth  fince,  a 
pretty  confiderable  eftate  at  the  foot  of 
the  Blue  Mountains,  this  new  acquifition 
engroffes  almoft  his  whole  time  and  atten- 
tion. His  wife  and  children  continue,  how- 
ever, in  his  ancient  habitation,  where  he 
has  taken  down  the  fign,  but  continues  to 

receive 
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receive  travellers  who  choofe  to  flop  at  his  . 
houfe.  The  difference  between  thefe  houfes, 
which  are  pretty  numerous  in  Virginia,  and 
inns,  or  ordinaries  as  they  are  called  in  this 
State,  is,  that  in  the  latter  all  perfons  arp 
admitted  without  diftindtion,  but  in  the  for- 
mer none  are  received  but  travellers.  They 
are  thus  exempted  from  noife,  drunken  quar- 
rels, bad  payment,  and  the  charges  for  a li- 
cence. For  inch  houfes,  therefore,  if  they 
are  well  known,  it  is  a clear  profit  to  take 
down  the  fign.  But  the  inn-keepers  look 
upon  them  with  a jealous  eye,  and  do  not 
point  them  out  to  travellers;  and  but  for 
the  heat  of  the  fun,  which  forced  us  to  feelc 
fhelter  wherever  we  hoped  we  might  be  able 
to  obtain  it,  we  (hould  not  have  flopped  at 
Peaton’s.  We  were  very  well  treated  there, 
and  if  we  had  not  been  fortunate  enough  to 
have  flopped,  we  (hould  have  been  obliged 
to  go  ten  miles  farther  to  find  even  a bad 
inn.  Befides,  it  was  high  time  for  us  to 
flop  ; for  I felt  already  the  fymptoms  of  a 
fever,  which  prevented  me  from  proceeding 
any  farther  in  the  evening  air. 

Wheat  is  cultivated  in  this  part  of  the 
Yol,  IIL  O country. 
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country,  as  in  all  the  preceding  diftrids* 
The  harveft  has  but  juft  begun,  although  the 
wheat  is  over-ripe.  It  is  much  infe&ed  with 
* the  rot,  and  mowed  with  the  fickle  as  in 
Europe.  On  the  other  fide  of  the  Blue 
Mountains,  prejudices,  ignorance,  and  the 
habits  of  the  negroes,  oppofe  the  introduc- 
tion of  the  fickle,  although  fome  farmers, 
who  are  aware  that  the  ulual  mode  of  mow- 
ing with  the  fcythe  caufes  a confiderable 
lofs  of  grain,  wifli  to  introduce  it.  But 
moft  of  them  are  incapable  of  obfervation 
or  reflection.  Mowing  with  the  fcythe  being 
the  ufual  way,  they  think,  in  common  with 
the  negroes,  that  it  is  the  beft.  But  here, 
where  the  white  people  work  themfelves 
with  the  negroes,  and  where  a great  number 
of  hufbandmen  arrive  from  countries  where 
the  fickle  is  made  ufe  of,  they  find  no  diffi- 
culty in  mowing  with  the  fickle.  The  price 
of  land  is  here  much  the  fame  as  in  Keyffel- 
Town;  it  is  confequently  twice  as  dear  as 
land  of  the  fame  quality  on  the  other  fide  of 
the  Blue  Mountains. 

We  meet  frequently  in  the  road  heavy 
waggons,  covered  with  ftrong  linen,  and 
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fometimes  alfo  with  bear-fkins,  drawn  by 
four  or  fix  horfes.  It  is  in  fuch  waggons 
that  the  produce  of  the  country  of  Teneflee, 
Kentucky,  and  the  back  parts  of  Virginia, 
as  well  as  Ikins  and  hides,  are  conveyed  to 
the  ports  of  Alexandria,  but  more  frequently 
to  thofe  of  Baltimore  and  Philadelphia,  and 
they  bring  back  in  return  the  productions  of 
Europe  and  the  colonies. 

JOURNEY  TO  STRASBURGH. 

A quarter  of  a mile  from  Peaton’s  houfe 
we  crofs  the  river  Shenandoah,  which  is 
rather  narrow,  but  very  clear  there,  and  flows 
in  a deep  bed,  often  obftruCted  by  rocks. 
The  banks  of  it  are,  in  fome  inftances,  co- 
vered with  fine  natural  grafs.  The  country 
we  traverfe,  as  far  as  Woodjlock , has  but  few 
hills,  is  tolerably  inhabited,  and  is  more  open 
than  before  ; but  the  houfes  gain  nothing 
either  in  point  of  convenience  or  outward 
appearance.  Wood  flock  is  the  capital  of 
the  county  of  Shenandoah.  This  town 
chiefly  confifts  of  log-houfes,  and  contains 
from  feventy  to  eighty  houfes,  a court-houfe, 
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and  a bad  prifon,  like  all  the  towns  of  the 
county.  It  was  formerly  named  Millers -» 
Town,  after  the  name  of  the  proprietor  of 
ground  on  which  it  was  built  ; but  the  legif? 
lature  of  Virginia,  which  feveral  years  ago 
had  changed  this  fyftem  of  nomenclature, 
has  given  it  the  prefent  name.  Some  fad- 
dlers,  carpenters,  fmiths,  hatters,  and  even 
watch-makers,  have  eftablithed  themfelves 
in  this  fmall  town,  which  is  inhabited  by 
Germans,  as,  in  faft,  are  all  the  other  places 
in  this  part  of  Virginia,  Negroes  are  not 
numerous,  and  only  to  be  found  in  large 
families  ; there  are  no  more  than  five  hun- 
dred of  them  in  this  county,  and  the  whole 
population  amounts  nearly  to  l?,ooo  inhabi- 
tants. 

Between  Woodftock  an&StraJburgh,  for- 
merly Stovers -Town,  the  ground  is  extremely 
ftony-,  and  the  habitations  are  very  few.  A 
mile  on  this  fide  of  Stratburgh  the  fpecies  of 
wood  thews  that  tne  foil  is  better  ; the  whole 
fcene  is  changed,  the  country  opens,  the 
chain  of  Peaked  Mountains  terminates,  and 
we  defcend  into  what  may  be  called  the 
y^lley  of  Shenandoah  $ for  it  is  on  this  point 
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Where  it  really  begins,  at  leafi:  for  the  tra- 
veller. Meadows  well  furnifhed  with  timo-* 
thy-grafs  and  clover  are  interfperfed  with 
fields  of  wheat  and  Indian  corn,  and  with 
orchards,  which  abound  with  apple-trees  in. 
this  diftridt.  Land  cofts  here  from  eighteen 
to  twenty-eight  dollars  the  acre,  and  there 
is  but  little  to  be  fold  in  this  town,  which 
is  entirely  inhabited  either  by  Germans,  or 
children  of  Germans.  The  fields  are  ma- 
nured, and  produce  from  fifteen  to  twenty- 
five  bufhels  of  wheat  per  acre.  They  plough 
with  horfes,  none  of  which  can  be  bought 
under  one  hundred  and  twenty  dollars,  al- 
though the  recent  fall  in  the  price  of  flour 
has  alfo  leffened  their  value,  as  well  as  that 
of  all  commodities. 

The  farmers  find  no  difficulty  in  procur- 
ing white  labourers,  whom  they  pay  at  the 
rate  of  ten  dollars  per  month*  half  a dollar 
per  day,  and  four  fhillings  during  the  har- 
veft.  The  cows  are  Very  fine,  they  are 
bred  in  the  country,  and  fold  for  twenty  dol- 
lars. Considerable  numbers  of  cattle  are' 
reared,  and  more  particularly  fattened  in 
the  paflures,  and  then,  as  well  as  the  fheep 
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and  pigs,  which  are  alfo  very  numerous,  fent 
to.  the  markets  of  Baltimore  and  Philadel- 
phia. The  wool,  not  ufed  in  families  for 
manufacturing  neceflary  clothing,  ferves  to 
jfupport  fonfie  hat-manufa<tories,  which  have 
been  eftabliflied  in  the  country.  Some  mer- 
chants of  the  town  purchafe  of  fmall  far- 
mers the  whole  produce  of  their  land,  but 
the  rich  landholders  fend  it  themfelves  to 
Philadelphia.  Flour  fetches,  at  this  moment 
but  feven  dollars  per  barrel  at  Stralburgh, 
and  meat  three  pence  a pound.  Stralburgh 
. contains  two  churches  ; an  Anglican,  which 
is  called  the  high  church  in  this  country,  and 
a Prelbyterian-meeting* 

Before  we  reached  the  town,  we  found  in 
the  woods  feveral  fnakes  near  the  road;, 
among  others,  a black  ferpent,  thin,  long, 
and  which  glides  with  great  fwiftnefs,  and 
the  fnake  known  by  the  name  of  the  glafs- 
fnake,  from  its  being  as  tranfparent  and  brit- 
tle as  glafs.  They  were  about  two  or  three 
feet  long,  and  neither  of  them  venomous* 


NEW- 


NORTH  AMERICA,  CANADA,  &C.  199 


NEW-TOWN. 

The  country  continues  beautiful  and  open 
as  far  as  New-Town,  but  is  lefs  inhabited 
than  I expeâed  from  what  I had  read  and 
heard.  One  or  two  handfome  houfes  of 
planters  are  feen  from  the  road  ; they  are 
more  numerous,  it  is  faid,  on  the  banks  of 
the  river  Shenandoah,  from  which  we  con» 
ftantly  removed  to  a greater  diftance,  after 
we  had  paffed  Peaton’s  houfe,  fifteen  miles 
diftant  from  New-Town.  The  land  is  good, 
and  its  culture  and  produce  are  much  the 
fame  as  in  the  vicinity  of  Straiburgh.  New» 
Town,  formerly  named  Stevenjhurg , is  a 
fmall  town,  fomewhat  lefs  confiderable  than 
Straiburgh.  It  contains  five  hundred  inhabi- 
tants, and  is  peopled,  like  the  whole  country, 
by  German  families.  White  labourers  are 
procured  there  as  eafily  as  at  Straiburgh,  and 
receive  nearly  the  fame  wages  ; yet  during 
the  lalt  harveft  they  refufed  to  work  for 
lefs  than  a bulhel  of  wheat  per  day,  which 
the  farmers  were  obliged  to  give,  left  they 
ihould  lofe  their  harveft.  The  market-price 
0 4 at 
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at  Alexandria,  whither  ail  the  flour  of  the 
country  is  carried,  fixes  that  of  New-Town, 
with  the  difference  of  two  dollars  and  a half, 
which  are  dedu&ed  for  freight.  Laft  year 
a barrel  of  flour  brought  as  much  as  twelve 
dollars  and  a half  at  New-Town;  but  at  this 
time  it  cofts  no  more  than  fix  dollars.  Great 
planters  only  have  at  New-Town,  as  in  every 
other  part  of  the  valley,  a confiderable  num- 
ber of  negroes  ; fmall  farmers  keep  only  one 
or  two,  and  work  along  with  them. 

There  is  no  church  at  New-Town  ; we 
leldom  meet  with  any  in  Virginia  where 
divine  fervice  is  performed  ; from  time  to 
time  we  fee  indeed  old  buildings  called 
meeting-places,  but  no  fermons  are  delivered 
there,  no  prayers  read,  and  they  do  not  of 
courfe  deferve  the  name  of  church. 

At  New-Town  we  took  leave  of  Mr.  Dan- 
dridge,  who  flept  at  Peaton  s the  fame  night 
we  did,  and  in  whofe  company  we  travelled 
the  laft  two  days.  Mr.  Dandridge  was  fe- 
cretary  to  the  Prefident,  and  left  him  two 
or  three  months  ago.  The  circumftance 
that  the  Prefident  had  appointed  another 
ftcretary  in  his  room  was  recorded  in  the 
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chronique  fcandaleufe  of  Philadelphia,  with  a 
variety  of  comments  and  fpeculations  on  the 
motives  of  this  feparation  ; in  fhort,  this  do- 
meflic  tranfaélion  in  the  houfe  of  the  Prefix 
dent  was  canvaffed  with  all  the  curiofitv, 
ignorance,  and  loquacity,  of  a large  fociety 
of  idlers  ; and  the  newfpapers  re-echoed  this 
empty  noife  of  fuppofition  and  conjeéïure, 
which  are  apparently  without  any  ground. 
However  this  may  be,  Mr.  Dandridge  was 
returning  from  the  county  of  Greenbriar, 
where  he  had  infpeéted  fome  eftates  belong- 
ing to  the  Prefident,  and  was  now  going  to 
rejoin  him  at  Mont- Vernon.  We  found 
in  him  a very  pleafant  companion,  and  he 
feemed  as  much  concerned  at  his  parting 
from  us  as  we  were  to  leave  him.  He  is  a 
man  of  a very  refpeétable  charaéter. 

WINCHESTER. 

The  plantations  increafe  both  in  number 
and  fize,  as  we  approach  Winchefter,  which 
lies  but  eight  miles  from  New-Town.  It 
is  the  capital  of  Frederick-County,  contains 
upwards  of  two  thoufand  inhabitant?,  and 
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is  built  tolerably  well,  in  the  midft  of  rocks, 
which  circumfiance,  however,  does  not  pre- 
vent  many  of  the  inhabitants  from  building 
houfes  of  wood.  It  is  very  difficult  to  con- 
ceive the  motives  that  led  to  the  conftru&ion 
of  a town  on  this  fpot,  where  only  as  much 
water  is  found  as  is  required  for  the  ufe  of 
the  houfes,  and  which  is  upwards  of  twenty 
miles  diftant  from  all  navigation  ; it  would 
have  been  far  more  advantageoufly  fituated 
on  the  banks  of  the  Shenandoah.  The 
rivulet  which  lupplies  the  families  of  Win- 
chefter  with  water  in  abundance,  is  the 
fource  of  Opeckan-Creek,  that  empties  itfelf 
in  a north-eaft  direction  into  the  Potowmack. 
Winchefter  carries  on  a confiderable  trade 
for  its  inland  pofition,  in  the  midft  of  a 
country  which  is,  as  yet,  fo  thinly  inhabited. 
It  fends  to  Alexandria  the  whole  produce  of 
the  upper  country,  and  draws  from  Baltimore, 
but  efpecially  from  Philadelphia,  all  forts  of 
dry  goods  : the  traffic,  both  in  buying  and 
felling,  is  carried  on  with  ready  money. 

The  preference  which  is  given  here  to 
Philadelphia  over  Alexandria,  in  regard  to 
the  purchafe  of  dry  goods,  refts  on  the  lame 

grounds 
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grounds  as  it  does  in  other  places  of  this 
upper  part  of  Virginia.  From  the  greater 
wealth  poflefled  by  the  merchants,  of  that 
city,  they  are  able  to  give  longer  credit  ; 
they  receive  the  goods  from  the  firfl  hands, 
and  confequently  can  fell  them  cheaper  5 
their  warehoufes  being  plentifully  flocked 
with  merchandize,  the  buyers  can  alfo  fuit 
themfelves  better — circumftances,  none  of 
which  take  place  at  Alexandria,  and  which 
being  lefs  combined  at  Baltimore  than  at 
Philadelphia,  caufed  the  latter  to  be  reforted 
to  in  preference  to  the  former,  notwithftand- 
ing  its  greater  diftance  : it  is  by  land  that  all 
thefe  produ&ions  and  commodities  are  con- 
veyed to  Alexandria,  and  arrive  from  Phila- 
delphia. The  carriage  from  Philadelphia 
to  Winchefter  cofts  from  four  to  five  dollars 
per  hundred  weight  ; and  from  Winchefter 
to  Alexandria,  two-  dollars  and  a half,  as  it 
does  from  New-Town.  Heavy  merchan- 
dize, fuch  as  grocery,  is  at  times  fent  by  fea 
from  Philadelphia  to  Alexandria,  whence 
it  is  conveyed  to  Winchefter  in  waggons, 
which,  if  not  obliged  to  go  back  empty  from 
want  of  a load,  are  paid  at  the  rate  of  one 

dollar 
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dollar  and  a half  per  hundred  weight.  The 
produce  fent  from  Winchefter  confifts  chiefly 
of  flour.  The  environs  of  this  place,  as  well 
as  the  back  country,  whence  it  draws  the 
neceffary  fupplies  of  provifions,  abound  in 
wheat  ; mills  are  very  numerous  in  that  di- 
ftriâ  ; hemp,  fome  linfeed,  hats  and  hard- 
ware, great  qualities  of  which  are  manufac- 
tured in  Fred^erick-County,  are  alfo  produc- 
tions of  this  country.  Upwards  of  thirty  well- 
ftocked  (lores,  or  (hops,  have  been  opened  at 
Winchefter;  the  value  of  European  goodg 
which  it  yearly  draws  from  Philadelphia,  or 
Baltimore,  is  eftimated  at  two  hundred  thou- 
fand  pounds,  or  fix  hundred  fixty-fix  thou- 
fand  fix  hundred  and  fixty-fix  dollars  ; they 
fell  at  Winchefter  thirty  per  cent  dearer 
than  in  the  former  places. 

The  profeffion  of  a lawyer  is  as  lucrative 
in  Winchefter  as  in  all  the  other  parts  of 
Virginia.  More  than  twenty  of  them  find 
confiant  praÊtice,  and  are  in  thriving  cir- 
eumftances.  Mechanics  are  found  in  abun- 
dance ; even  a coach-maker,  and  feveral 
watch-makers,  have  fettled  there.  Five 
churches  have  been  built  at  Winchefter  ; a 
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Roman  Catholic,  an  Anglican,  a Prefby- 
terian,  a German  Lutheran  church,  and  a 
Methodift  meeting-houfe,  but  without  any 
minifters  being  peculiarly  attached  to  them. 
The  Englifh  minifter  refides  on  the  other 
fide  of  the  Blue  Ridge,  and  only  comes  from 
time  to  time.  The  Roman  Catholic  curate, 
who  lives  in  Maryland,  vifits  this  place  alfo 
when  he  choofes  ; and  io  do  the  refi.  The 
methodift  meeting-houfe  excepted,  divine 
fervice  is  thus  performed  here  by  itinerant 
priefts,  who  are  not  in  the  habit  of  travel- 
ling much  in  Virginia  for  the  purpofe  of 
propagating  religious  truths.  But,  on  the 
other  hand,  it  is  certain  that  the  number  of 
gaming-tables  has  of  late  much  increafed  in 
this  town,  and  they  are  all  of  them  affidu- 
oufly  frequented.  This  is  a fort  of  worfhip, 
in  the  obfer vance  of  which  but  few  Virgi* 
nians  incur  the  charge  of  infidelity. 

Befides  an  indifferent  prifon,  and  a very 
decent  court-houfe,  Winchefter  contains  a 
fine  building  deftined  for  the  poor.  The 
expence  of  this  houfe,  which  is  kept  but 
very  carelefsly,  is  raifed  by  a poll-tax  on 
white  people  and  negroes.  The  poor,  how- 
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ever,  do  not  derive  all  the  advantage  it  might 
afford  if  the  publie  money  were  hufbanded 
with  more  economy.  I have  not  been  able 
to  procure  much  minute  information  relative 
to  the  management  of  this  houfe,  but  I have 
feen  enough  of  it,  to  induce  me  not  to  wifh 
for  further  particulars.  Befides  my  opinion 
on  this  fpecies  of  eftablifhments  is  fixed. 
They  afford  in  a bad  and  imperfect  manner 
the  affiftance  which  the  poor  have  a right  to 
claim  from  fociety.  The  care  of  old  and 
infirm  people,  fupported  by  thé  public,  would 
be  far  more  ufefully  entrufted  to  private  fa- 
milies for  a reafonable  compenfation  ; and 
thus  public  charity  would  be  confined  to  the 
foie  clafs  of  the  poor  who  really  deferve  it. 
Alms-houfes  for  the  indigent  are  fources  of 
poverty  ; for  they  muft  be  inhabited,  and 
even  filled.  The  idler  confiders  them  as  un- 
failing refourees,  and  is  thus  encouraged  in 
his  idlenefs  ; while  a wicked  fon  fees  in% 
them  a certain  retreat  for  his  father  and 
mother,  which  hardens  him  in  his  guilty  dif- 
pofition  not  to  affifl  them  in  diftrefs,  &c.  &c. 

If  in  old  ftates,  which  are  extremely  po- 
pulous and  gangrened  with  mifery  and  vice, 

the 


NORTH  AMERICA,  CANADA,  &C.  207 

the  eflablifhment  of  hofpitals  for  the  poor 
ffiould  be  deemed  ufeful,  their  number  ought 
at  leaft  to  be  confined  within  the  bounds  of 
indifpenfable  neceffity.  Now  this  neceffity 
exifts  not,  nor  can  it  exift,  in  an  infant 
country  like  America,  which  abounds  in  the 
means  of  fubfiftence,  placed  within  the  reach' 
of  every  body  ; where  every  family  may 
eafily  fupport  fuch  of  its  members  as  are  re- 
duced to  penury  by  old  age  or  infirmities  ; 
where  the  number  of  thofe  who  have  no  re- 
lations to  retreat  to  in  fuch  a fituation,  if 
there  fhould  exift  any,  is  at  lead:  very  fmall; 
and  where  private  charity  is  excited  by  the 
very  fcarcity  of  thofe  who  need  alms. 

It  is  a painful  duty  to  acknowledge  that 
poor-houfes  are  far  more  frequently  the  re- 
fill Its  of  the  vanity  of  cities,  and  of  the  in- 
dolence of  thofe  who  ought  to  attend  to  the 
relief  of  the  poor,  than  the  effeâs  of  true 
humanity.  The  importance  of  enaâing  wife 
laws  with  refpeft  to  mendicants  is  not  yet 
fufficiently  felt  : the  talk  is,  indeed,  difficult  ; 
but  they  are  intimately  conneéïed  with  the 
profperity  of  a great  nation,  and  with  the 
bappinefs  of  all  its  members. 


Two 
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Two  or  three  pitiful  fchools  form  all  the 
resources  of  the  inhabitants  of  Winchefter  for 
the  education  of  their  children. 

The  town  contains  ten  or  twelve  inns, 
large  and  fmall,  which  are  often  full.  It 
lies  in  the  way  of  all  travellers  who  proceed 
to  the  back  parts  of  Virginia,  to  Teneflee, 
or  to  the  mineral  fprings  in  the  counties  of 
Augufta  and  Berkley.  Many  families  which 
are  emigrating  into  the  new  countries  alfo 
pafs  through  Winchefter.  In  the  courfe  of 
laft  year  upwards  of  four  thoufand  perfons 
paffed  through  the  place,  who  were  going  to 
fettle  in  TenefTee  or  Kentucky. 

A well-ftocked  market  is  held  there  twice 
a week.  The  price  of  meat  is  five  pence  a 
pound  ; a pair  of  fowls  cofts  from  two  to 
three  fhillings,  and  butter  eleven  pence  a 
pound.  Every  inhabitant  has  a garden, 
which  produces  the  neceflary  vegetables  for 
his  confumption.  Board  and  lodging  cof}: 
five  dollars  a week.  Negroes  are  very  nu- 
merous in  Winchefter  ; but  white  labourers 
are  not  eafily  procured,  and  receive  higher 
wages  than  in  mo  ft  places  of  the  neighbour- 
ing counties. 
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The  population  of  the  county  amounts  to 
above  twenty-one  thoufand  fouls,  four  thou- 
fand  five  hundred  of  whom  are  negro  (laves. 

. ; ! 

BERKLEY-COUNTY.  CHARLESTOWN. 

Although  dwelling-houfes  and  plantations 
are  tolerably  numerous  between  Winchefter 
and  Charleftown,  yet  the  country  is  (till  co- 
vered with  wood  to  fuch  a degree,  that  the 
eye  does  not  enjoy  any  of  the  pleafant  views 
which  this  fine  traél  of  land,  bounded  on  the 
right  and  left  by  the  beautiful  chains  of  the 
Blue  and  North  Mountains,  would  offer,  if 
it  were  well  cleared.  A few  miles  from  the 
town  the  road  takes,  a north-eaft  direction  to* 
wards  the  Potowmack.  Along  the  firft  part 
of  this  road  only  Email  and  wretched  habi- 
tations are  to  be  feen  ; and  it  is  not  until 
we  enter  the  county  of  Berkley,  eleven  miles 
from  Winchefter,  that  the  plantations  be- 
come rfiore  confiderable,  the  fields  more  ex- 
tenfive,  and  better  cultivated,  and  that  the 
whole  landfcape  affumes  an  appearance  of 
wealth.  The  dwelling-houfes  are,  in  ge- 
neral, better  built,  and  fome  which  belong 
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to  rich  planters  have  a handfome  appear- 
ance : but  woods  predominate  ftill  too  much, 
and  more  ground  lies  uncleared  than  would 
fuffice  to  fupport  a population  thirty  times 
more  numerous  than  it  is  at  prefent. 

Charleftown  is  a fmall  place,  built  within 
thefe  ten  or  twelve  years,  confifting  of  about 
forty  houfes.  The  inhabitants  of  this  place 
and  its  environs  are  moftly  emigrants  from 
the  lower  parts  of  Virginia.  A few  of  them 
came  from  Pennlylvania,  and  thefe  are  all 
Germans.  This  diftrid  is  inhabited  by  more 
opulent  planters  than  any  other  of  the  valley 
we  have  hitherto  traverfed.  The  number  of 
negroes  is  confequently  confiderable  ; and 
white  labourers  are  fcarce  in  proportion  : it 
is  with  great  difficulty  that  any  of  the  latter 
can  be  procured  during  the  harveft  at  the  rate 
of  two  dollars  per  day.  The  difficulty  of 
finding  labourers  at  that  important  period 
obliges  the  farmer  to  have  his  wheat  cut  with  ' 
the  fcythe,  although  he  is  fully  aware  of  the 
inconvenience  which  attends  this  operation, 
and  which  is  more  confiderable  here  than 
elfe  where,  for  the  thicknefs  of  the  crops  ob- 
ftruds  the  addon  of  the  fcythe,  and  a greater 

quantity 
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quantity  of  com  is  accordingly  fhaken  out  by 
the  additional  force  required  in  mowing  it 
down. 

Landed  property  for  fome  miles  round 
Charleftown  is  more  divided,  perhaps,  than 
in  any  other  part  of  Virginia.  Very  few  of 
the  planters  poflefs  more  than  two  thoufand 
acres  of  land,  and  few  even  fo  much.  The 
culture  is  better,  the  fields  are  better  plough- 
ed, better  hufbanded,  and  are  even  a little 
dunged.  An  acre  produces  from  twenty  to 
twenty-five  buftiels  of  wheat;  oats  are  culti- 
vated in  abundance  ; numbers  of  cattle  are 
kept  in  the  meadows.  The  whole  produce 
is  difpofed  of  in  the  fame  manner  as  that  of 
the  environs  of  Winchefter,  Strafburgh,  &c. 
&c.  But  it  is  from  Winchefter  that  the 
ftores  or  ftiops  of  Charleftown  receive  their 
fupplies  : none  of  the  fhop-keepers  is  fuf- 
ciently  rich  to  draw  merchandize  diredtly 
from  the  fea- ports. 

Two  tolerably  good  fchools,  one  for  Eng- 
lifh,  and  another  for  Latin,  are  eftablifhed  at 
Charleftown,  to  which  children  are  fre- 
quently fent  from  Winchefter.  The  price 
of  inftrudHon  for  each  pupil  at  theft  fchools 
P 2 amounts 
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amounts  to  five  dollars  for  Englilh,  and 
venteen  for  Latin..  The  corporation  is  build- 
ing a houfe  in  which  thefe  two  fchools  are 
to  be  united,  and  is  defirous  that  a native  of 
France  would  fix  himfelf  here  as  teacher  of 
the  French  language. 

o o 

A Prefbyterian  and  a Methodift  church 
have  alfo  been  erected  in  this  fmall  town* 
and  the  Episcopalians  have  built  another 
two  miles  farther-  ( Thefe  three  churches 
have  minifters,  fupported  by  voluntary  con- 
tributions ; but  their  allowance  is  not  fuffi- 
cient  to  relieve  them  from  the  neceffity  of 
being  alfo  paid  by  other  congregations,  fo 
that  divine  fervice  is  performed  at  Charlef- 
town  everv  fortnight  onlv,  and  it  is  faid  that 
even  on  thefe  days  the  churches  are  but 
little  frequented. 

No  market  having  been  as  yet  eftablifhed 
in  Charleftown*  every  one  fupplies  himfelf 
with  provifions  as  well  as  he  can.  Meat 
cofts  fix  pence  a pound,  butter  nine  pence* 
and  fowls  two  {hillings  a pair. 

This  town  is  increafing  every  year,  and 
many  new  houfes  are  building.  The  inhabi- 
tants aifured  us,  as  in  fad  they  did  every- 
where, 
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where,  that  the  air  is  extremely  falubrious  $ 
-and,  to  judge  from  the  afpedt  of  the  country, 
nothing  feems  here  to  contradidl  the  affer- 
tion. 

The  culture  of  wheat  extends  five  or  fix 
miles  beyond  Charleftown.  The  fields  are 
all  of  a vaft  extent,  and  the  crops  of  Indian 
corn  are  remarkably  fine.  The  meadows 
are  alfo  very  rich,  but  they  are  few  in 
number. 

PASSAGE  OF  THE  POTOWMACK 

THROUGH  THE  BLUE  MOUNTAINS. 

HARPER’S  FERRY. 

Two  or  three  miles  from  Potowmackyou 
find  a ledge  of  fmail  heights,  which  always 
precede  and  follow  the  high  chains  of  moun- 
tains ; they  are  Phony,  and  but  little  cleared 
of  wood,  and  the  roads  are  dreadful. 

At  laft  we  reach  the  celebrated  point,  fo 
much  extolled  by  travellers,  and  the  celebrity 
of  which  has  been  greatly  increafed  by  Mr. 
Jefferfon’s  Notes — the  pointwhere  the  Potow- 
mack,  on  receiving  the  Shenandoah,  feems 
to  have  broken  through  the  Blue  Ridge,  to 
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open  for  its  waters  a paflTage  acrofs  this  grand 
obftacle,  by  which  nature  intended  to  ob- 
ftruâ  its  courfe.  The  view  is  beautiful  and 
majeftic.  The  Shenandoah  fweeps  in  a 
fouth-eaft  diredlion  along  the  Blue  Moun- 
tains, and  feems  deftined  thus  to  prolong  its 
rapid  courfe  all  along  this  ridge,  when  the 
Potowmack,  which  flo\ys  fmooth  and  ftill 
from  weft  to  eaft,  encounters  it  at  a right 
angle,  and  increafing  the  impetus  and  ra- 
pidity of  the  Shenandoah,  arrefts  the  natural 
direction  of  the  latter,  and  carries  it  along 
acrofs  thefe  high  mountains,  which  feem  to 
open  for  the  foie  purpofe  of  letting  them 
pafs.  The  fcene  is  grand  ; it  delerves  to  be 
viewed,  and  is  worthy  of  the  admiration  of 
travellers  who  delight  in  the  magnificent 
operations  of  nature.  But,  however  I was 
pleafed  with  the  fight,  it  did  not  excite  in  me 
thofe  emotions  of  enthufiafm  which  I expedt- 
ed,  which  I have  feveral  times  experienced 
in  the  courfe  of  my  life,  and  which  laft  year 
affedted  me  fo  ftrongly'  at  the  view  of  the 
falls  of  Niagara.  The  flight  impreflion 
made  upon  my  mind  by  the  fudden  en- 
counter of  the  Potowmack  and  Shenandoah, 

and 
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and  by  their  paffage  through  the  Blue-Ridges, 
is  it  to  be  afcribed  to  the  idea  I had  precon- 
ceived, and  to  the  high  expectations  raifed 
in  my  mind  by  the  accounts  I had  heard 
and  read  on  this  fubjeCt  ? But  I arrived 
laft  year  with  fimilar,  nay  ftronger,  precon- 
ceptions at  the  ftupendous  cataraCt  of  Nia- 
gara, and  my  aftonifhment  and  admiration 
were  not  diminiflied  ; on  the  contrary,  they 
grew  ftronger  and  ftronger  every  moment, 
while  I was  contemplating  this  wonder  of 
nature,  which  engaged,  as  it  were,  every 
power  of  my  foul  ; and  the  emotions  it  ex- 
cited are  ftill  prefen t to  my  mind.  Is  the 
want  of  enthufiaftic  feeling,  perhaps,  owing 
to  my  a£lual  difpofition,  which  renders  me 
lefs  fufceptible  of  the  charms  of  enchant- 
ment ? This  may  be;  my  foul  has  fince 
laft  year  undoubtedly  fuftained  fome  lofs  in 
this  refpect  ; yet  I am  not  become  abfolutely 
cold  and  infenfible  to  the  beauties  of  nature  ; 
and  I indulge  in  a belief,  that  I fhall  not 
ftand  unfupported  in  my  opinion  on  this 
grand  and  beautiful  fee  ne,  which  I have 
viewed  with  admiration  and  delight,  but 
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which  appeared  to  me  inferior  to  the  de- 
fcriptions  given  of  it, 

I muft  here  obferve,  by  way  of  a remark 
on  the  climate  of  America,  that  a very  hot 
day  was  fucceeded,  at  Harper's  Ferry , by  an 
evening  fo  exceffively  cold,  that  I was  obliged 
to  put  on  my  great  coat  to  be  able  for  fome 
time  to  remain  in  the  open  air,  and  that  I 
was  foon  obliged  to  ftep  into  the  houfe  and 
fhut  fome  of  the  windows.  This  tempera- 
ture of  the  air  is  not,  however,  common  in 
this  place  ; and  the  inhabitants  were  as 
ftrangely  and  difagreeably  affedted  by  it  as 
myfelf. 

The  beautiful  valley  of  Shenandoah,  which 
has  alfo  been  more  extolled,  in  my  opinion, 
than  it  deferves,  terminates  at  this  point.  It 
is  a fine  country,  inhabited  by  an  induftrious 
and  active  people  ; a country,  formed  by  na- 
ture to  be  rich,  and  which  we  do  not  expeét 
to  find  between  thefe  two  chains  of  moun- 
tains, at  lead:  not  in  Virginia,  after  having 
travelled  through  other  parts  of  that  State, 
where  fo  much  adtivity  and  induftry  are 
conlidered  as  things  utterly  • impoflible  ; yet 

it 
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it  is  but  thinly  inhabited  in  proportion  to  its 
extent,  and  to  the  length  of  time  lince  it  firft 
began  to  be  fettled.  Scarcely  any  part  of 
it  is  cultivated  with  careful  attention  and 
(kill  ; the  price  of  land  is  very  low,  improve- 
ments proceed  but  (lowly  ; and  if  we  call  to 
recollection  the  plains  on  the  Mohawk-River 
in  the  north  of  the  State  of  New- York,  we 
imift  allow,  that  the  valley  of  Shenandoah 
deferves  the  praife  of  being  the  fineft  part  of 
Virginia,  but  not  of  all  America,  as  is  fre- 
quently a (Ter  ted  in  written  and  verbal  ac- 
counts of  this  valley.  It  is  from  a fort  of 
fpirit  of  juftice  that  I thus  exprefs  myfelf, 
on  this  part  of  the  country,  in  a manner  dif- 
ferent from  that  of  many  others,  whofe  opi- 
nion may,  undoubtedly,  have  more  weight 
than  mine  ; but  I have,  neverthelefs,  palled 
through  this  valley  with  fatisfaClion  and 
pleafure  ; and  I wifh,  for  the  happinefs  of 
the  Virginians,  that  many  other  parts  of 
their  State  refembles  this.  The  want  of 
population  would  foon  be  fupplied,  and  none 
of  the  prelent  inhabitants  would  emigrate 
into  other  States. 

In  the  valley  of  Shenandoah  are  many 

home- 
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home-manufa£lories,  which  is  rarely  the  cafe 
m any  other  part  of  Virginia.  The  richefl 
counties  in  this  plain  are  thofe  of  Shenan- 
doah, Frederick,  and  Berkley,  efpecially  the 
latter.  Pigs  are  bred  here  in  great  numbers  ; 
they  run  now  and  then  into  the  woods,  as 
they  do  in  other  parts  of.  Virginia,  but  they 
return  home  aimoft  every  day,  and  are  fed 
there.  A coniiderable  trade  in  fait  pork  is 
carried  on  in  this  valley.  The  population 
of  Berkley-County  amounts  nearly  to  twenty- 
three  thoufand  inhabitants,  three  thoufand  of 
whom  are  flaves.  In  this  county,  near  the 
Potowmack,  is  fituated  the  mod:  frequented 
medicinal  fpring  in  the  United  States.  Al- 
though it  pofleifes  lefs  powerful  qualities 
than  the  fprings  in  the  county  of  Augufta, 
and  is  lefs  hot  ; yet  the  beauty  of  the  coun- 
try, and  its  vicinity  to  the  maritime  pro- 
vinces, which  are  the  mod:  populous,  the 
neighbourhood  of  fome  fmall  towns,  tolê- 
rably  inhabited,  and  the  great  variety  of  ac- 
commodations which  the  village  that  fur- 
rounds  the  fpring  offers  to  the  guefts,  induce 
the  majority  of  patients  to  prefer  it  to*  the 
other  fprings. 
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GENERAL  OBSERVATIONS  ON  VIR- 
GINIA. 

On  crofting  the  Fotowmack  we  enter  the 
Rate  of  Maryland.  But  before  I bid  a laft 
farewel  to  Virginia,  I cannot  forbear  making 
fome  general  obfervations  on  this  State,  which 
is  fo  highly  interefting  on  account  of  its  vafl: 
extent,  the  great  number  of  reprefentatives 
it  fends  to  Congrefs,  the  influence  which  it 
is  fuppofed  to  have  over  the  Union  in  ge- 
neral, and  over  the  fouthern  States  in  par- 
ticular ; and,  laftly,  on  account  of  the  differ- 
ence of  opinion  entertained  by  its  partifans 
and  foes. 

Nature  has  done  much  for  Virginia,  per- 
haps more  than  for  any  other  Rate  of  the 
Union.  The  foil  is,  in  general,  good,  and 
extremely  varied  ; the  climate,  no  doubt,  is 
rather  hot  in  fummer  ; the  heat,  however, 
is  but  little  troublefome,  for  the  inhabitants 
are  eaftly  accuftomed  to  it  ; on  approaching 
or  palling  the  mountains  it  becomes  more 
moderate,  and  tolerable  even  in  the  midft; 
of  fummer  : vegetation  is  wonderfully  power- 
ful 
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ful  in  Virginia,  and  the  climate  favours  the 
culture  of  almoft  all  known  produ&ions. 
Virginia,  it  is  true,  has  no  port  on  the  At- 
lantic ; but  fhe  poffefles  a multiplicity  of 
harbours  on  her  numerous  and  beautiful 
rivers,  the  navigation  of  which  admits  of 
failing  up  very  high  to  receive  the  produce 
of  remote  diftriéts  ; and,  as  has  been  already 
obferved*,  the  fituation  of  North-Carolina  is 
fuch,  that  the  overplus  of  the  produce  in 
strain  of  that  extenfive  State  muft  in  a great 
meafure  pafs  through  the  hands  of  the  mer- 
chants of  Virginia.  The  want  of  fea-ports, 
which  is  not  attended  with  any  inconveni- 
ence for  Virginia,  is,  on  the  other  hand, 
produftive  of  the  great  advantage  of  being 
fecure  in  time  of  war  from  the  infults  of  the 
enemy,  who,  in  order  to  burn  its  towns  or 
plunder  the  country,  would  be  obliged  either 
to  land  in  another  State,  or  to  venture  into 
the  Chefapeak.  Thefe  immenfe  advantagès 
are  incontrovertibly  poffeffed  by  Virginia, 
whofe  lower  parts,  although  unhealthful,  yet 
are  not  more  fo  than  thofe  of  Maryland,  of 
fome  di'ftridis  of  Pennfylvania,  and  of  the 
State  of  New- York,  and  are  certainly  more 

falubrious 
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falubrious  than  the  lower  parts  of  the  two 
Carolinas  and  Georgia.  Virginia  alfo  enjoys 
the  great  additional  advantage  of  being  al- 
mod  entirely  free  from  all  dangerous  ani- 
mals. The  rattle-fnake  is  uncommon  to 
fuch  a degree,  that  a great  many  inhabitants 
who  live  in  the  woods  never  heard  it  men- 
tioned. Let  us  now  confider,  whether  Vir- 
ginia has  improved  tnefe  great  advantages 
by  her  conftitution,  laws,  and  civil  relations  ; 
what  is  her  real  ftrength,  her  ftrength  in  re- 
lation to  the  other  ftates,  and  what  are  her 
refources. 

The  conftitution  of  Virginia  was  formed 
the  firft  of  any  of  the  United  States;  it  is 
like  wife  the  moft  imperfeÊL  Reprefen  ta- 
tion,  the  firft  bails  of  every  democraticai 
conftitution,  is  unequal  in  this  ftate.  Each 
county  fends  two  reprefentatives  to  the  le- 
giflature  : but  thefe  counties  vary  in  point  of 
population  fo  very  much,  that  forne  furniih 
only  one  company  of  militia,  while  others 
raife  four  battalions.  Thus  the  proportional 
difference  of  reprefentation  between  the 
counties  is  as  one  tofixteen.  The  organiza- 
tion of  the  fenate  is,  in  this  point  of  view, 
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equally  defective.  In  regard  to  the  election 
of  fenators  the  State  is  divided  into  twelve 
diftri&s,  which  are  compofed  of  an  unequal 
number  of  counties.  Ten  of  thefe  diftridts 
lie  between  the  fea  and  the  Blue-Ridge,  and 
two  only  are  fituated  beyond  the  mountains. 
In  this  latter  part  of  the  State  the  population 
is  not  fo  great  as  in  that  which  is  called  Old 
Virginia  : but  it  will  foon  become  equal  to 
it,  becaufe  many  of  the  inhabitants  of  thexdd 
feulements  emigrate  either  into  the  weftern 
diftrî&s,  or  beyond  the  mountains  ; at  pre- 
fent  even,  it  is  mqre  than  half  that  of  the 
other.  There  is,  then,  a ftriking  inequality 
like  wife  in  the  reprefentation  of  the  fenate, 
which  is  not  compofed,  like  that  of  the  fe- 
nate of  the  Union,  and  of  fome  other  States, 
of  elements  different  from  thofe  of  the  houfe 
of  reprefentatives.  The  governor  is  a mere 
fhadow  of  authority,  he  has  not  the  power 
of  performing  any  a61  but  by  the  advice  of 
his  executive  council,  compofed  of  eight 
perfons,  two  only  of  whom  go  out  every 
year,  according  to  the  choice  of  the  legifla- 
ture*  Thus  the  poffibility  that  many  of  the 
members  will  hold  their  feats  in  the  council 

for 
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for  life  gives  them  confiderable  influence,  and 
adds  a total  want  of  authority  to  the  impoft 
Ability  of  acting  in  which  the  governor  is 
placed  by  the  conftitution. 

This  conftitution  is  alio  objeéted  to  on  the 
ground  of  its  not  being  the  work  of  a con- 
vention appointed  ad  hoc,  but  having  been 
made  by  the  legiflature  which  exifted  under 
the  Englifh  dominion,  and  which,  after  hav- 
ing fhaken  off  the  Britifh  yoke,  modelled  the 
conftitution,  without  having  been  eleéted 
and  aftembled  for  that  purpofe,  as  in  the 
other  ftates.  This  reproach  might  have  had 
lbme  foundation,  although  the  circumftances 
in  which  the  legiflature  was  placed  at  that 
time  reduce  it  almoft  to  nothing  ; but  at  this 
time  it  is  altogether  unfair,  becaufe  the  con- 
ftitution, made  by  an  affembly  whether  com- 
petent or  otherwife,  has  been  adopted  by  the 
whole  ftate,  and  followed  thefe  twenty  years 
paft  without  the  leaft  objection.  Whatever, 
therefore,  may  be  its  advantages  or  incon- 
veniences, its  origin  ftiould  not  be  now  a 
matter  of  reproach.  Such  as  it  is,  it  meets 
with  much  cenfure  in  the  ftate  ; and  the 
number  of  thofe  who  loudly  demand  an  al- 
teration, 


224 


TRAVELS  THROUGH 


teration,  although  from  different  motives,  is 
very  confiderable.  The  law  which  places 
landed  property  out  of  the  reach  of  creditors 
in  thé  recovery  of  debts  would  be  immoral 
in  any  country,  and  under  any  government 
whatever.  In  countries  where  ariftocracy 
forms  the  leading  principle  of  government, 
and  it  is  intended  to  have  a rich  nobilitv  and 

y 

a fuccefiion  of  opulent  families,  that  prin- 
ciple is  fupported  by  fiduciary  fubftitution. 
For  family  eftates  being  there  confidered  as 
permanent  property,  it  is  held,  that  the  title 
of  their  prefent  occupiers  is  confined  to  a 
mere  ufufrudh  This  law,  unjuft  as  it  is 
under  ariftocratic  governments  as  any- where 
elfe,  is  there  at  leaft  a politic  meafure,  in  the 
fenfe  which  under  this  fort  of  government 
is  attached  to  that  term,  and  is  moreover 
confined  to  the  property  of  fome  families. 
But  in  a country  where  democracy  forms 
the  bafis  of  government,  and  whofe  corifti- 
tution  is  preceded  by  a declaration  of  the 
rights  of  man,  this  law,  deftitute  even*  of  a 
pretext,  is  expofed  in  all  the  difgraceful 
nakednefs  of  its  native  immorality.  The 
law  which  goes  fo  ftrong  againft  gambling 
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is  undoubtedly  very  moral  and  good  : but  fo 
far  from  being  duly  enforced,  it  is  publicly 
violated  every  day;  gaming  being  no-where 
more  praétifed,  or  productive  of  greater  dif- 
orders,  than  in  Virginia.  It  would,  there- 
fore, be  much  better  for  the  ftate  were 
gambling  authorized  by  law  ; for  of  all  dif- 
orders,  that  of  a public  contempt  of  the  laws 
is  the  moft  deftruâive  to  a civilized  ftate. 
Another  great  diforder  in  the  ftate  of  Vir- 
ginia is  the  habitual  want  of  punctuality  in 
the  payment  of  debts;  for,  independently  of 
the  immorality  of  this  part  of  the  public 
manners,  this  bad  habit,  which  enriches  not 
even  thofe  who  do  not  pay,  deprives  the 
public  wealth  of  many  refources,  and  injures 
all  forts  of  improvements.  The  refources  of 
chicanery  afford  in  Virginia,  as  they  do 
every- where  elfe,  a ftrong  fupport  to  this 
difpofition  of  the  Virginian  people;  fince  the 
definitive  fentence  of  payment  in  regard  to 
the  cleareft  and  moft  incontrovertible  debt 
may  be  retarded  full  five  years. 

. As  to  trade  and  commerce,  Virginia,  al- 
though very  advantageoufly  fituated  for  the 
mod;  ex  ten  five  commercial  operations,  yet 
Vol.  III. 
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carries  on  but  a very  inconfiderable  trade* 
The  merchants  are  neither  poffefled  of  the 
fame  capitals,  nor  enjoy  the  fame  credit,  as 
in  the  other  trading  dates  of  North  America* 
So  far  are  they  from  fupplying  with  pro- 
vifions  the  back  parts  of  the  date*  that  the 
latter  draw  them  dire&ly  from  Baltimore 
and  Philadelphia. 

The  total  value  of  the  exports  of  the  dif- 
ferent ports  of  Virginia  amounted  in  the 
year  1791  to  3,131,803  dollars  ; in  1792  to 
3,542,823  ; in  17Q3  to  2,987,097  $ in  1794 
to  3,320,636;  and  in  1795  to  3,490,043 
dollars. 

The  population  of  Virginia  diould  feem 
very  confiderable,  if  we  refieél  that  this  date 
fends  twenty-one  members  to  the  Congrefs 
of  the  Union,  and  that  the  population  of 
each  date  fhould  regulate  the  number  of  its 
reprefentatives  at  that  general  council.  But 
this  population,  which  by  the  cenfus  of  1791 
amounts  to  feven  hundred  and  forty-feven 
thoufand  fix  hundred  and  ten  perfons,  com- 
prizes two  hundred  and  ninety-feven  thou- 
fand fix  hundred  and  twenty-feven  flaves. 
The  area  of  the  date  contains  feven ty  thou- 
fand 
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fand  fquare  miles  ; this  makes  per  fquare 
mile  about  ten  two  thirds  of  inhabitants, 
three  fevenths  of  whom  are  negro  (laves. 
The  population  of  the  whites,  which  is  un- 
doubtedly increafed  by  reproduction,  gains 
nothing  by  migration  ; for  no  Virginian  will 
deny,  that  the  date  is  lofing  every  year  more 
by  the  emigration  of  its  inhabitants  than  it 
obtains  emigrants  from  other  dates  ; fo  that 
this  population,  if  well  counted,  is,  perhaps, 
inferior  to  that  of  any  other  date  of  the 
Union.  In  a great  part  of  Virginia  the  heat 
of  the  climate,  and  the  ufe  of  (laves,  render 
that  clafs  of  men  idle  and  averfe  to  labour, 
who  in  the  other  dates,  under  different  cir- 
cumdances,  are  (purred  on  to  indudry  and 
activity  by  indigence  and  want.  We  find, 
accordingly,  that  a lefs  quantity  of  land  is 
cultivated  here,  in  proportion  to  the  extent 
and  population  of  the  country,  than  in  other 
dates,  and  that  but  very  few  branches’ of  in- 
dudry have  gained  ground  in  Virginia,  al- 
though the  country  is  fitted  for  all  thofe 
which  have  been  edablifhed  in  other  parts 
of  the  United  States.  There  is  no  date  fo 
entirely  deditute  of  all  means  of  public  edu- 
Qj2  cation 
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cation  as  Virginia  ; and  it  may  be  fairly  faid, 
that  the  only  college  (he  poffeffes  is  the  molt 
imperfect  in  point  of  inftruétion,  and  the 
Worft  managed  of  any  of  the  Union.  On  a 
candid  confideration  of  thefe  circumftances, 
it  is  impoffible  to  praife  with  any  degree  of 
juftice  the  power  of  the  ftate  of  Virginia. 

The  power  of  a ftate  is  the  refult  of  its 
real  ftrength  : Virginia,  as  has  already  been 
obferved,  is  undoubtedly  invited  by  nature  to 
become  the  moft  powerful,  or  one  of  the 
mod  powerful,  of  the  Union.  But  in  order 
to  attain  this  end,  bad  laws  muft  be  fuper- 
feded  by  good  ones  ; the  manners  muft  be 
correbted,  induftry  encouraged,  and  the  boun- 
ties of  nature  turned  to  advantage.  Thefe 
are  the  refources  of  Virginia,  which  futurity 
will  call  forth.  As  Virginia  contains  fome 
men  of  public  ipirit  and  extenfive  informa- 
tion, occupied  with  the  welfare  of  the  coun- 
try and  délirons  of  effectuating  it,  and  as  the 
legiflature  itfêlf  feems  to  pay  much  attention 
to  this  point,  the  time  of  improvement  may 
be  near  ; but  it  is  not  yet  come,  and  my 
oBfervations  merely  apply  to  the  prefent  ftate 
of  things. 

Virginia 
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Virginia  influences  at  this  moment  the 
political  opinion  of  Georgia  and  North- 
Carolina  ; the  fimilar  manner  in  which  thefe 
three  dates  vote  at  the  cohgrefs  at  lead 
warrants  this  opinion.  But  Georgia  is  a 
feeble  ftate,  from  her  pofltion  as  well  as  po-? 
pulation  ; and,  were  Ihe  even  more  confider- 
able  under  thefe  points  of  view  than  fhe 
a&uaily  is,  yet  the  ftate  of  diforder  which 
prevails  there  would  reduce  her  drength  to 
nothing.  North-Carolina  is  not  in  the  fame 
ftate  of  diforder,  but  pofleffes  no  ftrength. 
Men  of  talents  are  more  fcarce  there  than 
in  any  of  the  other  dates  ; and  if  fhe  fhould 
obtain  any,  fhe  would  probably  be  tired  of 
the  date  of  dependence  wherein  fhe  is  kept 
by  her  incapacity. 

Virginia  does  not  rely  on  South-Carolina, 
which  may  coincide  with  her  in  point  of  po- 
litical opinion,  yet  defires  to  have  an  opinion 
of  her  own,  and  fcorns  to  acknowledge  the 
fuperiority  or  influence  of  another  date. 

She  ranks  among;  her  friends  the  date  of 
Kentucky,  which  was  difmembered  from 
Virginia,  and  Teneflee,  whofe  intereds  per- 
fectly concur  with  hers.  She  fancies  alfo, 
0^3  fhe 
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fhe  may  rely  on  a part  of  Pennfylvania.  But 
all  thefe  calculations  are  more  than  doubtful  $ 
and  were  they  founded,  they  have  no  per- 
manent grounds  : they  may  be  ufeful  to  carry 
a motion  in  Congrefs  ; but  they  do  not  in- 
creafe  the  real  ftrength  of  Virginia,  nor  the 
refources  of  a political  body  afting,  or  defir- 
ing  to  aft,  independently  of  the  Union. 

The  reproach  frequently  preferred  againfl 
Virginia,  that  fhe  defigns  to  induce  the 
Southern  States  to  withdraw  from  the  Union, 
is  certainly  unfounded.  Not  one  of  the  other 
ftates  is,  perhaps,  more  attached  to  the  fe- 
deral government,  than  Virginia.  The  Vir- 
ginians are  unanimous  in  this  opinion,  and 
even  reproach  the  Northern  States  with  an 
intention  of  operating  this  divihon;  yet  they 
hope,  that  Pennfylvania,  or  at  leaft  that  part 
which  is  fituated  on  the  left  of  the  Sufque- 
hannah,  would  affift  them  in  defeating  any 
attempt,  in  Congrefs,  to  bring  on  fuch  a rup- 
ture. 

The  Virginians  generally  enjoy  a cha- 
rafter  for  hofpitality,  which  they  truly  de- 
ferve  ; they  are  fond  of  company  ; their  hos- 
pitality is  fincere,  and  may,  perhaps,  be  the 

reafon 
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reafon  of  their  fpending  more  than  they 
fliould  do  ; for,  in  general,  they  are  not  rich, 
elpecially  in  clear  income.  You  find,  there^ 
fore,  very  frequently  a table  well  ferved,  and 
covered  with  plate,  in  a room  where  half 
the  windows  have  been  broken  for  ten  years 
pafl,  and  will  probably  remain  fo  ten  years 
longer.  But  few  houfes  are  in  a tolerable 
hate  of  repair,  and  no  part  of  their  buildings 
is  better  kept  than  the  {tables,  becaufe  the 
Virginians  are  fond  of  races,  hunting,  in 
{hort,  of  all  pleafures  and  amufements  which 
render  it  neceflary  to  take  peculiar  care  of 
horfes,  as  they  are  the  fafhion  of  the  day. 

The  Virginians  are  good  hulbands,  and 
good  fathers;  but,  from  a love  of  difilpation, 
they  keep  lefs  at  home  than  the  inhabitants 
of  many  other  fiâtes.  I have  heard  ladies 
reproach  them  with  being  fubjeét  to  jea- 
louiy.  This  may  be  the  cafe  : in  every 
country  under  the  fun  diflipated  hufbands 
are  jealous.  The  women  are  amiable,  and 
enjoy  the  reputation  of  fulfilling  their  duty 
with  the  fame  exaélnefs  as  in  other  parts  of 
America,  where  the  hufbands  pafs  more 
time  with  their  wives.  They  are  more 
0^4  fprightly 
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fprightly  and  agreeable  than  in  the  Eaflem 
States,  but  not  fo  much  fo  as  in  South-Caro- 
lina  ; nor  are  they*fo  pretty  as  in  Philadel- 
phia. I have,  however,  feen  Virginian  ladies 
who  are  inferior  to  none  in  perfonal  charms 
and  graceful  manners. 

Virginia  has,  fince  the  revolution,  produced 
more  men  of  diftinguilhed  talents  than,  per- 
haps, any  other  ftate  of  the  Union.  Fond  as 
the  inhabitants  are  of  diffipation,  a tafte  for 
reading  is  more  prevalent  among  the  gentle- 
men of  the  firft  clafs  than  in  any  other  part 
of  America  ; but  the  common  people  are, 
perhaps,  more  ignorant  than  elfewhere.  Dur- 
ing the  war  of  the  revolution,  the  Virginian 
troops  were  equally  diftinguifhed  for  their 
valour  and  love  of  liberty  ; and  the  latter 
fentiment  is  yet  tremblingly  alive  among  all 
claffes  of  the  people.  The  contrail:  it  forms 
with  the  maintenance  of  flavery  is  truly 
ftriking;  and  fpeeches  on  liberty  and  inde- 
pendence found  rather  ftrangely  from  the 
lips  of  mafters  of  Haves.  The  Virginians 
are  moll:  of  them  aware  of  the  inconveni- 
ences refulting  from  flavery,  even  with  re- 
fpeft  to  their  own  interefts  ; but  the  means 

of 
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of  abolifhing  it  are  liable  to  numberlefs  dif- 
ficulties in  a country  where  the  number  of 
flaves  is  fo  confiderable  as  in  Virginia.  Yet, 
on  the  other  hand,  it  mutt  be  allowed  that 
there  are  means,  the  execution  of  which,  if 
undertaken  with  unanimity  and  fpirit,  would 
be  lefs  dangerous  than  many  Virginians  feem 
to  apprehend.  I fhall  fpeak  more  fully  on 
this  fubjeCt  after  my  vifit  to- Maryland.  The 
Virginians  are,  in  general,  good  mailers  ; the 
fentiments  of  philanthropy,  which  have  not 
yet  gained  fufficient  ground  in  Virginia  to 
prepare  the  emancipation  of  flaves,  have 
however  had  influence  enough  to  caufe  them 
to  be  better  treated  and  fed.  It  is  generally 
felt  in  Virginia,  that  abfolute  flavery  cannot 
continue  long  ; men  of  fenfe,  at  leaft,  are 
convinced  of  the  truth  of  this  remark.  Let 
us  indulge  in- the  hope,  that  this  conviction 
will  infenfibly  lead  to  fome  generous  refolu- 
tion,  which  will  prove  as  beneficial  to  the 
matters  as  the  flaves. 

MINER ALOGICAL  OBSERVATIONS. 

The  depth  of  the  layer  of  fand  prevents 
any  ftone,  from  being  perceived  in  the  vici- 
nity 
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nity  of  Norfolk,  yet  at  a fhort  diftance  from 
that  place  quarries  are  found  and  worked. 
The  ftones  employed  in  building  are  quartz, 
feldfpar,  and  fteatites.  On  the  fea-fhore  the 
ground  confifts  of  a fine  fand,  dry  and  light, 
but  is  in  feveral  inftances  pierced  by  rocks 
of  granite.  In  Difmal-Swamp  the  fame  frag- 
ments of  trees  are  found  buried  and  pr'eferved 
under  the  vegetable  earth,  in  different  de- 
grees of  depth,  as  in  the  plains  which  rife  in 
the  form  of  a terrace  near  the  bed  of  the 
river  Connedlicut.  Thefe  fragments  are  ftill 
more  abundant  there  : when  dug  out  of  the 
ground  they  are  alfo  in  a foft  ftate,  but  grow 
hard  when  expofed  to  the  air.  From  the 
mouth  of  James-River,  as  far  as  the  Blue 
Mountains,  the  fame  minerals  are  found  as 
in  the  reft  of  America.  Near  Chefapeak- 
Bay  you  meet  with  irregular  maffes  of  gra- 
nite, which  farther  on  are  replaced  by  re- 
gular layers  of  quartz,  feldfpars,  fchoerl,  and 
an  argillaceous  fhiftus.  This  fucceffion  of 
minerals  is  found  two  or  three  times  in  the 
tradl  of  country  which  is  wafhed  by  James- 
River.  Near  York  and  Williamfburg  you 
find  large  beds  of  oyfter-fhells,  four  or  five 

feet 
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feet  in  depth,  which  fometimes  appear  above 
the  furface  of  the  ground  ; you  alio  fee  ftonçs 
compofed  of  conglomerations  of  granite,  and 
which  feem  to  be  a fpecies  of  imperfedt  pud- 
ding-ftone.  The  ftones  wafhed  by  the  ra- 
pids of  James-River  at  Richmond  are  a 
fpecies  of  granite.  On  making  an  excava- 
tion at  Roquette , large  quantities  of  copperas- 
ftone,  enveloped  in  a bluiih  and  very  tender 
earth,  were  found.  Thefe  ftones  contain 
much  copper  ; they  are  alfo  faid  to  include  a 
tolerable  quantity  of  iilver,  but  the  prefence 
of  this  metal  has  not  yet  been  afcertained  by 
any  proper  experiment,  and  much  lefs  its 
proportion. 

At  Dover,  where  the  coal-mines  which 
we  viftted  are  fituated,  the  foil  conflits  chiefly 
of  a fand-ftone,  interfperfed  with  fragments 
of  granite,  which  when  broken  preferve  the 
original  texture  of  the  ftone.  It  is  in  thefe 
layers  that  the  coal  is  found  in  immediate 
contadl  with  ftone  of  a fandy  or  argillaceous 
compofition,  and  with  a blue  clay.  That 
part  of  the  country  which  contains  the  coal- 
mines is  about  ten  miles  in  breadth,  but  its 
length  is  not  yet  afcertained  ; it  erodes 

James- 
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James-River.  The  ftrata  of  coal  are  in  ge- 
neral thicker  at  the  extremities  and  where 
they  lie  neareft  to  the  furface  of  the  ground  ; 
their  diredion,  which  is  from  weft  to  eaft, 
forms  with  the  horizon  a very  obtufe  angle. 
As  foon  as  you  leave  this  diftrid,  you  meet 
again  with  granite,  which  now  lies  in  layers, 
4s  interfperfed  with  mica,  and  feems  in  fe- 
veral  inftances  to  be  a real  cryftallization. 
The  foil  is  a hard  clay.  Some  miles  from 
Milton,  at  the  foot  of  the  South  Mountains, 
there  is  a vein  of  lime-ftone,  formed  like 
fhiftus,  and  placed  between  layers  of  perfed 
flate.  When  calcined,  it  yields  excellent 
lime.,  This  vein  runs  in  a fouth-weft  direc- 
tion as  far  as  the  river  Roanoke  in  North-. 
Carolina,  that  is,  one  hundred  and  forty 
miles,  and  upwards  of  fixty  miles  towards 
the  north-eaft.  It  is  in  no  inftances  more 
than  ten  feet  thick,  and  frequently  lefs.  In 
all  the  furrounding  fields  are  found  large 
detached  maffes  of  white  quartz,  refting  on 
layers  of  blue  fhiftus  ; and  likewife  ftrata  of 
a greenifh  grey  colour.  Maffes  of  granite 
are  likewife  very  common  in  the  vicinity  of 
the  South  Mountains.  There  is  alfo  to  be 

found 
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found  a grey  undulated  rock,  which  eafily 
feparates  into  fheets,  that  contain  a confider- 
able  quantity  of  magnefia.  The  foil  which 
covers  this  fmall  chain  of  mountains  (Eaft, 
Green,  and  South  Mountains)  is  of  a red- 
difh  colour,  and  extremely  fruitful.  Be- 
tween this  ridge  and  the  Blue  Mountains  the 
ground  contains  much  ochre,  and  fulphureous 
mundick  is  found  there  in  great  quantities. 
The  valley  between  the  Blue  and  North 
Mountains  abounds  with  layers  of  lime- 
ftone,  feveral  of  which  form  an  angle  with 
the  horizon.  Near  Keyflel-Town,  twenty- 
five  miles  from  Staunton,  they  drop  nearly 
perpendicularly,  and  are  generally  covered 
with  a reddifh  earth,  and  fometimes  with 
granite  of  a yellow  colour.  Lime-ftone  is 
alfo  found  near  Winch e flier  ; but  further  on 
it  foon  difappears,  and  is  replaced  by  a 
fihiftous  and  quartzous  flate.  Granite  is  only 
feen  in  a few  detached  maffes  on  the  road 
from  Winchefter  to  Harper’s  Ferry  ; and  in 
progreffive  fucceffion  we  meet  with  layers 
of  yellow  fhift,  which  eafily  feparates  into 
thin  fheets,  and  is  interfperfed  with  brilliant 
particles,  refembling  mica,  of  a yellow  flate 
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and  of  lime-ftone.  The  rocks  in  the  Blue 
Mountains  con  lift  near  Harper’s  Ferry,  as 
they  do  throughout  this  whole  chain,  chiefly 
of  granite  ; but  we  alfo  meet  with  free-ftone 
and  feldfpar.  Near  Frederick-Town,  lime- 
ftone  is  again  feeo  ; but  free-ftone,  fhift,  and 
a fpecies  of  micaceous  fan.d  in  the  road  to 
Ellicofs-Milly  are  alfo  found.  The  rocks 
which  bound  in  this  place  the  river  Potapfco 
are  calcareous  ftones. 

TREES. 

Among  the  ^ numberlefs  fpecies  of  trees 
which  grow  in  Virginia,  are  diftinguifhed  the 
Giver-leaved  maple,  the  afh-leaved  maple, 
the  climbing  trumpet  flower,  the  catalpa 
tree,  the  Carolinian  allfpice,  the  iudas  tree, 
the  Virginian  mefpilus  (of  which  I have 
feen  fome  twenty-five  feet  in  height)  ; cornel 
trees  of  different  forts  ; the  perfimon,  the' 
nickar  tree,  the  triancanthus,  walnut,  va- 
rious fpecies  of  cedars,  fweet  bay,  benjamin 
tree,  and  another  laurel  of  which  I do  not 
know  the  name;  the  maple-leaved  liquid- 
cambar,  the  evergreen  laurel-leaved  tulip 
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tree,  the  fwamp  pine,  and  many  others  ; the 
black  and  Carolina  poplar,  various  Ipecies  of 
oak,  the  fmooth  fumach,  pfeudo- acacia, 
fringe-tree,  &c.  : but  many  of  them,  the 
tulip  tree  for  inftance,  do  not  attain  the  fame 
height  in  Virginia  as  in  South-Carolina  and 
Georgia.  Although  Virginia  does  not  pro- 
duce fome  trees,  which  grow  only  under  a 
higher  degree  of  latitude,  yet  it  contains  in 
my  opinion  a greater  variety  of  fpecies  than 
any  other  ftate.  There  is  alfo  a great  mul- 
tiplicity of  plants,  but  they  are  lefs  fragrant 
than  in  South-Carolina. 

ROADS  AND  CANALS. 

The  Virginian  legiflature  applies  itfelf 
with  peculiar  care  to  the  improvement  of 
inland  navigation.  Several  canals  are  either 
made,  commenced,  or  projected,  in  places 
where  the  river  navigation  is  intercepted  by 
rapids  ; but,  as  in  the  reft  of  the  United 
States,  art  is  not  fufficiently  attended  to  in 
their  conftrudlion.  Works  of  this  kind  are 
carried  on  without  previoufly  conhdering 
the  beft  means  of  completing  them  ; whence 
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it  is  that  they  are  often  more  imperfed,  and 
always  more  expenfive,  than  they  otherwife 
might  be. 

The  roads  are  in  general  good  throughout 
this  Rate  ; and  although  the  inns  are  fome- 
times  bad,  yet  upon  the  whole  they  are 
better  than  in  the  other  fiâtes.  Thofe  in  the 
back  country,  where  I have  travelled,  are 
preferable  to  the  inns  in  many  of  the  moil 
inhabited  parts  of  New-England. 

JOURNEY  TO  FREDERICK-TOWN. 

A boat  takes  up  the  travellers  in  Virginia, 
and  lands  them  in  Maryland.  The  Potow- 
mack  forms  the  limit  of  the  two  Rates. 
You  crofs  it  twenty  toifes  from  its  confluence 
with  the  Shenandoah,  and  on  crofting  over 
you  enjoy  this  grand  fpedacle  as  well  as 
from  any  other  point.  The  mountains 
through  which  the  Potowmack  paffes  lofe  in 
Maryland  the  name  of  the  Blue-Ridge,  and 
allume  that  of  the  South  Mountains.  The 
narrow  road  which  leads  to  Baltimore,  and 
which  for  four  or  five  miles  is  an  uninter- 
rupted feries  of  folid  or  fluffing  Rones,  runs 

along 
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along  the  balls  of  thofe  mountains,  and  the 
Potowmack,  the  «bed  of  which  is  not  grown 
wider  from  having  received  the  Shenandoah. 
It  flows  amidft  fragments  of  rocks,  which 
render  its  courfe  uneven  and  noily.  Six 
miles  farther  on  you  leave  the  Potowmack 
to  afcend  the  Coofoojky  Mountains , a chain  of 
fmall  extent,  from  which  the  view  of  the 
Blue-Ridge,  of  the  North  Mountains,  and 
the  preceding  fmall  heights,  a part  of  which 
is  cultivated,  efpecially  in  Maryland,  and 
laftly  of  the  Potowmack,  which  you  fee  a 
mile  beyond  the  Blue-Ridge,  forms  a grand 
and  delightful  profpeét. 

The  South  Mountains  feparate  the  coun- 
ties  of  Walhington  and  Frederick.  On  pur» 
iuing  the  road  which  I travelled,  you  only 
touch  Walhington-County,  one  of  the  moll 
healthy  and  fruitful  parts  of  Maryland.  It 
furnilhes  all  fpecies  of  grain  for  the  export 
trade  of  Baltimore,  and  alfo  wrought-iron  : 
it  abounds  with  iroil  mines.  The  population 
of  the  county  amounts  to  about  fifteen  thou- 
fand  fouls,  eighteen  hundred  of  whom  are 
negro  flaves.  Weft  of  Wafhington-County 
is  that  of  Alleghany,  the  laft  of  the  Hates  of 
Maryland  in  this  direction. 

Vol.  III.  R 


The 


TRAVELS  THROUGH 


o 

The  fettlement  of  the  country  between 
Harper’s  Ferry  and  the  Coofoolky  Moun- 
tains is  juft  beginning.  You  meet  with  a 
few  fmall  habitations,  moft  of  which  have 
been  built  within  thefe  three  years  ; they  are 
mife.rable  log-houfes,  with  about  twenty 
acres  of  cleared  ground.  The  new  fettlers 
arrive  moftly  from  the  environs  of  Lancafter, 
and  the  county  of  Dauphin  in  Pennlylvania  ; 
many  come  alfo  from  the  lower  _parts  of 
Maryland,  and  fome  from  Ireland.  Thefe 
families  appear  to  be  an  adive  and  indus- 
trious kind  of  people.  In  this  part  of  the 
country  land  fetches  from  eight  to  ten  dol- 
lars the  acre,  and  yet  it  is  not  better  than 
on  the  other  fide  of  the  river  in  Virginia, 
where  it  is  fold  for  four  or  five,  and  where 
the  habitations  are  very  fcarce  ; yet  the  difi- 
eafe  of  the  grain,  called  widle , is  here  un- 
known. The  Potowmack  forms  on  the 
north  fide  the  limit 'of  this  fcourge,  as  the 
Blue  Mountains  do  on  the  eaft.  No  Hef- 
fian  flies  are  feen  here,  and  the  rot  occurs  but 
very  feldom. 

The  harveft  is  this  year  very  plentiful,  as 
in  fad  it  is  in  all  other  parts;  and  thofe 
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farmers  in  Maryland  who  do  not  fpeculate  in 
grain,  rejoice  at  the  fall  of  its  price.  But 
many  others,  who  have  plunged  into  fpecu- 
lations  of  this  nature,  will  fuftain  confider- 
able  lolfes  from  this  fudden  fall.  May  this 
difaftrous  experience  render  them  more  cau- 
tious and  prudent  for  the  future  ! A fpirit 
of  commercial  {peculation  in  a farmer  is  the 
ruin  of  agriculture  ; his  means  are  far  in- 
ferior in  extent  to  thofe  of  a merchant  in 
town,  who  makes  up  the  lofs  of  one  fpecu- 
lation  by  the  fuccefs  of  another.  But  the 
farmer  who  lofes  the  value  of  his  commodi- 
ties, or  is  badly  paid  for  them,  contrats 
debts,  cultivates  his  land  with  lefs  care,  is 
obliged  to  fell  his  cattle,  his  crops  are  lefs 
plentiful,  and  the  whole  of  fociety  thus 
fhares  his  lofs  ; for  the  profperity  of  culti- 
vators is  more  intimately  connedied  with  the 
general  welfare  than  that  of  any  other  in- 
duftrious  clafs  of  the  people. 

The  Coofoofky  Mountains  are  tolerably 
cultivated  ; fome  of  them  are  fo  up  to  their 
very  fummits.  Farther  on  in  the  country 
habitations  increafe  in  number,  culture  ex- 
pands, and  the  corn-fields  grow  larger  : land 
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fetches  in  thefe  mountains  from  twelve  to 
fifteen  dollars  the  acre,  and  this  price  con- 
tinues much  the  fame  until  we  reach  the  en- 
virons of  Frederick-Town.  Meadows  are 
there  more  frequent,  and  the  abundahce  of 
water  enables  the  farmers  to  water  their 
grafs-lands,  which  is  executed  by  fome  of 
them  with  a confiderable  fhare  of  fkill.  The 
water  is  conduced  through  wooden  pipes, 
which  communicating  from  one  height  to 
another,  frequently  diftant  feveral  hundred 
toifes,  traverfe  the  fmall  dale  which  feparates 
them.  Timothy  grafs  and  red  clover  form 
the  artificial  meadows  of.  the  country.  White 
clover  grows  naturally  pretty  thick  and  fine* 

Culture  increafes,  the  land  grows  better, 
and  the  meadows  augment  in  number,  in  the 
vicinity  of  Frederick-Town.  Land  is  fold 
there  for  from  twenty-five  to  thirty  dollars 
the  acre,  and  grafs- land  for  fifty. 

FREDERICK-TOWN,  THE  CAPITAL  OF 
FREDERICK-COUNTY. 

This  town,  fituated  on  the  creek  Carotte , 
a branch  of  the  river  Monacafy , is  very  well 

built* 
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built.  The  greater  number  of  houfes  are 
ftone  buildings  ; the  town-hall,  poor-houfe, 
and  court-houfe,  are  very  fine  ftru&ures. 
The  population  of  Frederick-Town  amounts 
to  about  two  thoufand  fouls,  a fourth  of 
whom  are  negroes.  It  carries  on  a confider- 
able  trade  with  the  back  country,  which  it 
fuppli.es  with  merchandize  drawn  from  Bal- 
timore, and  transmits  to  the  latter  placée  in 
return  the  produce  of  the  back  country, 
which  is  rich,  fruitful,  and  thickly  fettled  j 
in  general,  in  du  dry  is  beyond  comparifoa 
more  adive  there  than  in  Virginia. 

A glafs  manufactory  had  been  eftablifhed 
iome  miles  from  FrederickrTowxi.  But, 
whether  through  the  mifcondud  or  the  mif- 
fortunes  of  the  proprietors,  who  came  from 
Bremen  in  Germany,  from  want  of  money, 
or  perhaps  from  a coincidence  of  all  thefe 
çaufes,  this  manufacture  has  fhared  the  fate 
pf  almoft  all  fir  ft  eftablifhments  of  this  na- 
ture, and  is  fp  near  its  deftrudion,  that  the 
latter  may  be  confidered  as  complete.  The 
raw  materials,  1 have  beep  allured,  are  in 
great  abundance  near  the  fpot  where  it  is 
fituated.  If  this  be  adually  the  cafe,  it  will 
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be  relieved  either  by  the  prefent  managers  or 
others,  which  is  immaterial  in  a public  point 
of  view  ; but  it  is  of  great  importance  for  the 
country  to  polTefs  a glafs-manufaflory,  that 
may  leflen  the  quantity  of  this  fort  of  im- 
ports from  England,  which  their  fragility 
renders  fo  profitable  to  the  vender,  and  fo 
indifpenfibly  neceffary  to  the  buyer.  Mary- 
land abounds  in  iron,  and  iron  works  are 
very  numerous  throughout  the  ftate,  which 
carries  on  a confiderable  trade  in  wrought- 
iron.  Many  of  them  are  eftablifhed  in  the 
environs  of  Frederick-Town. 

Frederick-County  contains  about  thirty- 
one  thoufand  inhabitants,  four  thoufand  of 
whom  are  negroes.  Since  1791,  the  year 
^ hen  the  cenfus  was  taken,  the  population 
of  Frederick-County  has  been  confiderably 
increafed  by  the  emigration  of  families  from 
other  parts.  The  land  is,  in  general,  good, 
and  produces  wheat,  rye,  barley,  and  Indian 
corn,  in  confiderable  quantities  for  the  ex- 
port trade  of  Baltimore,  and  alfo  fome  hemp 
and  fiax.  Much  flour  is  likewife  fent  to 
Baltimore  out  of  the  county,  where  the  num- 
ber of  mills  is  very  confiderable.  The 

country 
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country  between  Frederick-Town  and  Bal- 
timore confifts  of  a continual  fucceflion  of 
fmall  hills,  and  the  road  is  very  feldom  even 
for  a mile  together.  Although  the  country 
be  upon  the  whole  tolerably  fettled,  yet 
there  are  many  parts  which  are  but  thinly 
inhabited,  and  thefe  are  even  more  extenfive 
than  the  reft.  The  nature  of  the  wood  in- 

* 

dicatesa  fruitful  foil.  Tobacco  was  formerly 
cultivated  in  great  quantities  ; but  this  fpecies 
of  culture,  which  has  as  much  decreafed  in 
Maryland  as  in  all  the  other  Southern  States, 
is  here  almoft  reduced  to  nothing.  It  has 
been  fuperfeded  every-where  by  the  culture 
of  wheat,  although  the  latter  labours  here 
under  the  fame  imperfections  as  in  other 
places.  They  plough  two  or  three  inches 
deep  : the  fields  are  but  feldom  manured  ; 
and  what  little  dung  they  gather  is  allotted 
tp  the  grafs  land.  From  this  carelefs  con,- 
du£t  in  regard  to  the  prefervation  and  aug- 
mentation of  manure,  it  fiiould  fepm  that 
they  are  not  fenfible  of  its  value. 
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POPLAR-SPRING. 

On  the  12th  of  July  I fpent  the  hottefi: 
part  of  the  day  at  Poplar-Spring.  Although 
this  part  of  the  country  has  been  long 
fettled*  yet  the  number  of  new  colonifts  far 
exceeds  that  of  the  ancient  inhabitants.  The 
price  of  land  in  the  neighbourhood  is  from 
ten  to  twelve  dollars  the  acre.  The  procefs 
of  clearing  is  much  the  fame  there  as  in  all 
the  other  parts  of  America.  Indian  corn  is 
fown  the  firft  year,  then  follows  wheat,  fre- 
quently from  fix  to  feven  years  without  in- 
terruption, or  as  long  as  the  foil  will  bear 
any  ; afterwards  it  lies'  fallow  until  another 
part  of  the  ground,  which  in  the  mean  time 
has  been  cleared,  is  alfo  exhaufted  in  its 
turn.  As  it  demands  more  labour  and  care 
to  convert  woodland  into  meadows,  much 
ground  is  left  uncleared,  which  would  make 
excellent  grafs-land.  Its  turn  will  doubtlefe^ 
come,  for  the  country  is  in  an  improving 
Rate  ; but  fo  much  land  is  yet  covered  with 
wood,  that  many  years  will  elapfe  before  a 
fkilful  and  extenfive  ftate  of  cultivation  carx 
be  efiablifhed.  i 
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'The  ground  is  throughout  the  whole 
country  tilled  with  horfes,  which  ccft  from 
one  hundred  and  thirty  to  one  hundred  and 
forty  dollars.  The  cows  are  fine,  and  worth 
from  twenty-five  to  thirty  dollars.  Wheat 
is  cut  with  the  fickle,  but  oats  and  rye  with 
the  fcythe  ; labourers  are  eafily  procured,  and 
paid  at  the  rate  of  one  dollar  a day  during 
the  harveft  ; at  other  -times  they  receive 
three  (hillings  a day  (money  of  Maryland, 
which  is  of  the  fame  value  as  that  of  Penn- 
fylvania),  or  eight  dollars  a month.  Cattle 
fattened  either  in  the  fine  meadows  near 
Frederick-Town,  or  in  other  lefs  rich  pas- 
tures, are  fent  to  Baltimore  or  Philadelphia. 
The  inhabitants  buy  flour  of  the  waggoners, 
who  convey  it  to  Baltimore,  and  pay  nearly 
the  fame  price  as  in  this  town.  It  fetches  at 
this  time  eight  dollars  per  barrel  ; but  in  the 
courfe  of  lafi:  January  it  was  fold  for  fourteen. 
During  my  ftay  at  the  inn  I heard  lèverai 
farmers  exprefs  their  fatisfadtion  at  the  fall 
of  the  price  of  grain,  on  account  of  its  being 
likely  to  occafion  failures  among  the  mer- 
chants of  Baltimore.  “ Thefe  people,”  (aid 
they,  “ have  gained  from  us  all  they  could, 
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and  carried  it  to  France;  and  now  they  carry 
both  our  money  and  that  of  France  to  Eng- 
land : if  they  fail,  it  is  what  they  deferve.” 
They  who  doubt  the  difpofijtion  of  the 
American,  people  in  favour  of  France,  if  not 
wedded  to  their  erroneous  opinions,  have  but 
to  travel  among  the  country  people,  and 
they  will  find  them  full  of  miftruft,  ani- 
mofity,  and  hatred  againft  England,  and 
well-difpofed  in  favour  of  the  French  nation. 
They  will  find  the  death  of  Louis  XVI.  and 
the  crimes  which  fucceeded  it,  as  much  de- 
tefted  as  they  are  in  England  ; but  they  will 
alfb  meet  with  as  many  zealous  partizans  of 
the  caufe  of  France,  and  of  that  of  true  li- 
berty, as  perfons  to  converfe  with  on  thefe 
topics  : to  cherifh  and  commiferate  Fayette 
feems  a fort  of  religious  duty  in  this  country. 
They  will  alfo  find,  that  the  Prefident  is  unx- 
verfally  refpeCted,  and  that  nobody  is  in- 
clined to  impute  to  him  the  injurious  ftipu- 
dation  of  the  treaty  of  commerce,  which  is 
generally  difliked.  Let  me  repeat  it  once 
more,  that  I wifh  to  be  underftood  as  allud- 
ing to  fuch  people  only  as  from  principle, 
and  a fenfe  of  their  own  filtered:,  difdain.  all 
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connexion  with  England,  and  who  may  be 
juftly  called  the  true  and  real  American 
people.  I have  diverted  myfelf  to  fuch  a 
degree  of  national  prejudices  and  precon^ 
ceived  perfonal  opinions  on  this  fubjeéï,  that 
I am  fure  my  obfervations  on  this  head  are 
founded  in  truth.  They  who  are  deter- 
mined to  differ  from  me  in  opinion  may  yet 
affert,  that  my  prejudices  have  deceived  me 
in  fpite  of  myfelf,  or  that  the  country  people 
are  a fet  of  ignorant,  ftupid,  and  deluded 
perfons,  and  that  the  faculties  of  fair  and 
candid  difcuffion  are  concentrated  in  the 
cities.  To  affertions  fo  ft  range  and  illiberal 
I fhall  not  reply  ; for  why  fhould  I argue 
with  thofe  who  are  determined  not  to  change 
their  opinion  ? 

ELLICOT’S-MILL. 

From  Poplar-Spring  a road  has  been  cut 
within  a few  years,  which  abridges  by  fome 
miles  the  road  to  Baltimore.  It  is  bad,  and 
being  quite  new  it  partes  but  by  very  few 
habitations:  about  fifteen  miles  from  Balti- 
more you  perceive  the  manfion  of  Mr. 

Carrol , 
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Carrai,  about  a mile  difhnit  from  the  road, 
From  the  multiplicity  of  buildings  united 
in  his  iettlement,  it  has  rather  the  appear-? 
anc.e  of  a village,  than  of  the  habitation  of 
a private  gentleman,  Mr.  Carrol  has  united 
feveral  eftablifhments  on  this  fpot  ; he  pof- 
feffes  an  extenfive  farm,  and  a great  number 
of  negroes,  but  not  having  been  in  his  plan- 
tation, I am  not  able  to  give  a detailed  ac- 
count of  it, 

Eilicot’s-Mill  is  a fmall  village,  the  prin- 
cipal establishment  of  which  is  a large  grift- 
mill  belonging  to  IVJr.  Ellicot,  apd  named 
after  him.  This  mill  has  fix  pair  of  mill- 
ftpnes,  and  is  conftrudted  a?  well  as  any  of 
the  mills  of  Brandywine,  of  which  it  pof~ 
fcffes  all  the  perfections.  The  lituation  of 
this  place,  encircled  by  mountains,  is  truly 
romantic.  The  water  is  clear,  the  rocks  are 
Bigh  and  majeftic  ; and  I could  have  wifhed 
to  enjoy  one  day  longer  this  view,  which, 
being  rather  gloomy,  was  well  adapted  to 
my  prefent  frame  of  mind  ; but  the  fçorch- 
ing  heat  forced  me  to  proceed  to  a morç 
temperate  part  of  the  country. 

1 ftiall  relate  here,  with  all  humility,  what 

happened 
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^happened  to  me  with  three  Frenchmen  of 
the  Wefi>India  Iflands,  whom  I found  at  the 
inn,  and  one  of  whom  1 underftood  after- 
wards was  Mr.  Thomas,  late  French  Confuî 
at  Baltimore,  and  another  his  phyfician,  who 
attended  him  to  the  Berkley  waters.  Al- 
though I addrefled  them  in  our  native 
fpeech,  they  conceived,  from  my  modelé 
Way  of  travelling,  fo  mean  an  opinion  of 
me,  that  they  refolved  to  fleep  all  three 
rather  in  a room  which  contained  only  two 
beds,  than  to  fuffer  M a poor  devil  of  fo  mean 
an  appearance ” to  repolë  in  the  fame  room 
with  one  of  them.  This  déclaration,  which 
was  not  made  with  the  intention  that  I 
Ihould  hear  it,  was  overheard  by  me  in  a 
corner  of  the  garden,  where  I was  fmoking 
my  fegar.  As  the  observation  concerned 
only  my  outward  appearance,  I did  not  think 
myfelf  bound  to  take  it  up.  I flipped  alone, 
and  laid  down  on  the  floor  on  a matt  reft, 
which  the  miftrefs  of  the  houfe  had  placed 
in  the  fécond  room,  where  the  coachman 
of  thefe  gentlemen  had  taken  pofleffion  of  a 
good  bed.  I laughed  on  looking  back  to 
the  time  when  the  haughty  Mr.  Thomas 

would 
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would  not  have  dreaded  my  company  quite 
fo  much  ; and  my  fleep  was  as  found  as  if  I 
had  been  called  to  the  honour  of  fleeping  in 
the  fame  room  with  Mr,  Thomas  himfelf. 

■I-,'  : } I ; ' t i i : , : ; ; ; - ; ‘ ; , , k.  / f - k ' '« - 1 J , ■ J ; j ; j ' j f- 

BALTIMORE. 

The  road  continues  as  mountainous,  diffi- 
cult, and  covered  with  fand  and  fragments 
of  rocks,  as  before,  until  four  or  five  miles 
from  Baltimore.  During  the  whole  of  this 
journey  you  fee  neither  good  nôr  numerous 
habitations  ; the  land  is  but  of  a middling 
quality,  in  a great  meafure  uncultivated,  and 
the  reft  in  a very  indifferent  ftate  of  im- 
provement, Four  or  five  miles  from  Balti- 
more the  ground  grows  even,  the  habitations 
become  more  numerous,  and  allume  a better 
appearance.  In  proportion  as  you  draw 
nearer  the  town,  the  dwelling-houfes  beT 
fpeak  more  and  more  the  wealth  of  its  in- 
habitants, and  the  profperity  of  its  com- 
merce. 

The  criminal  jurifprudence  of  Maryland 
has  not  yet  experienced  apy  alteration  in  its 
ancient  form,  proceedings,  or  pra&ice.  The 

con  v ifls 
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convidls  work  at  the  roads,  loaded  with  irons. 
—What  little  work  they  perform  is  badly 
done,  and  they  frequently  effedi  their  efcape. 
This  fyftem  is  not  by  any  means  productive 
of  more  beneficial  refill ts  in  Maryland  than 
it  was  in  Pennfylvania,  where  it  has  been, 
abolifhed.  It  will  undoubtedly  undergo  a 
change. — But  at  what  time  ? — And  why  has 
it  not  been  yet  fuppreffed  ? 

Baltimore  is,  after  Philadelphia  and  New- 
York,  the  moft  important  trading  port  in 
America  ; at  leaft,  it  difputes  this  rank  with 
Charleflown  and  Boflon.  Being  fituated 
nearer  to  the  rivers  Youghiogeny  and  Mo» 
congahel,  which  empty  themfelves  into  the 
Ohio  by  Pittfburg  and  Philadelphia,  Balti- 
more poffeffes  a part  of  the  trade  of  the  back 
country  of  Pennfylvania,  fupplies  moft  of 
the  flores  which  furnifh  the  weflern  terri- 
tories with  merchandize,  and  receives  in  re- 
turn a part  of  their  produce.  It  contains  at 
prefen t from  four  to  five  thoufand  houfes, 
and  has  been  almoft  entirely  built  fince  the 
peace  of  17Ô3.  It  has  flill  more  rapidly  in- 
creafed*  fince  1783,  and  efpecially  fince  the 
beginning  of  the  prefent  war.  The  inn- 
keeper 
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keeper  at  Poplar- Spring  told  me,  that  in 
1749,  when  he  landed  at  Baltimore  on  his 
arrival  from  Germany,  the  whole  place  con- 
fided of  nine  miferable  log-ho.ufes,  and  now 
it  is  one  of  the  fined:  towns  on  the  Conti- 
nent, as  it  contains  no  old  houfes,  and  moil 
©f  the  prefent  have  been  condruéied  of  late" 
years  $ they  are  all  built  on  good  principles, 
and  modly  of  bricks.  The  numerous 
churches  of  all  religious  perfuafions,  as  well 
as  the  public  buildings,  are  condruéted-  in  a 
fimple  and  elegant  dyle.  The  town,  which 
increafes  in  every  direéiion,  gains  in  extent, 
particularly  on  the  bay,  where  dreets  are 
paved  and  formed  on  a ground  wreded  from 
the  fea,  and  where  a few  years  iince  veffels 
were  afloat.  This  fort  of  work,  to  which 
the  infpeélors  of  the  town  have  ailigned  cer- 
tain limits,  extends  daily.  Ships  of  burthen 
cannot  proceed  higher  up  the  river  than* 
Fell's-Point , at  which  place  they  load  and 
unload.  No  bufinefs,  however,  is  tranfafted 
at  Fell' s-P oint  ; every  thing  being  done  at 
Baltimore,  W'hich  is  feparated  from  it  by  a 
flat  and  open  fpace  of  ground  about  a mile 
in  extent.  The  merchants’  counting-houfes 

and 
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and  principal  warehoufes  are  at  Baltimore  ; 
there  being  at  Felfs -Point  only  a few  incon- 
fiderable  warehoufes,  which  fome  of  the 
merchants  have  for  temporary  purpofes.  If 
the  trade  of  this  city  continues  to  increafe  as 
hitherto,  the  fpace  of  ground  lying  between 
Baltimore  and  FeUVPoint  will  be  covered 
with  buildings,  and  the  two  places  will  form 
but  one  town.  At  prefent  new  houfes  are 
building  in  every  ftreet;  and  the  town  fpreads 
every  day  towards  the  harbour,  and  on  the 
weft  fide  upon  the  grounds  belonging  to  Co- 
lonel Howard , the  value  of  which  from  this 
circumftance  increafes  continually. 

The  lands  of  this  wealthy  proprietor  are, 
for  the  moft  part,  let  upon  building-leafes, 
which  I imagine  to  be  owing  to  fcarcity  of 
money  among  the  fpeculators  in  thefe  build-  , 
ings  ; for  other  wife  it  is  to  he  fuppoied  he 
would  prefer  the  felling  of  the  grounds, 
which  would  enable  him  to  difpofe  of  his 
property  as  circumftances  and  his  own 
judgement  might  point  out.  He  never  fails 
to  fell  parcels  of  the  ground,  where  he  has  an 
opportunity  $ and  feveral  of  them  having 
Vol.  Ill,  S been 
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been  bought  and  fold  again,  have  made  the 
fortunes  of  two  or  three  {peculators. 

About  a mile  from  the  town,  at  the  ex- 
tremity of  his  lands,  Colonel  Howard  has  a 
handfome  houfe,  furrounded  with  lofty  and 
venerable  trees.  The  ground,  indeed,  is  a 
kind  of  park  formed  by  nature.  The  houfe 
is  delightfully  fituated  upon  an  eminence, 
commanding  a view  of  the  city  and  the  bay 
as  far  as  the  Chefapeak,  and  on  the  right 
and  left  a great  extent  of  highly-cultivated 
ground.  This  place  (which  is  called  Bel- 
vedere) is  the  ufual  refidence  of  Colonel 
Howard,  who  is  univerfally  efteemed  for  his 
courage  and  military  talents,  and  beloved  for 
his  private  virtues.  He  was  formerly  go- 
vernor of  the  ftate  of  Maryland.  He  mar- 
ried Mjfs  Chew»  daughter  of  my  valuable 
friend  Mr.  Chew,  of  Philadelphia,  whofe 
talents  and  accomplilhments  render  her  de- 
ferving  of  the  honour  of  belonging  to  that 
amiable  family. 

I made  but  a ftiort  ftay  at  Baltimore  $ and 
the  greater  part  of  the  time  I paffed  at  Co- 
lonel Howard’s.  I had  not,  therefore,  fuf- 

ficient 
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ficient  opportunity  to  gain  all  the  informa- 
tion I defired  refpeding  this  town  and  the 
State  of  Maryland  ; but  I hope  to  procure 
it  in  my  next  Journey. 

ANNAPOLIS. 

Annapolis,  the  feat  of  the  government  of 
Maryland,  is  the  ufual  refidence  of  the  great 
officers  of  ftate  ; and,  the  fupreme  court  of 
juftice  holding  its  fittings  there,  it  is  the  re- 
fidence  alfo  of  moft  of  the  principal  lawyers. 
The  firft  clafs  of  inhabitants  at  Baltimore  is, 
of  courfe,  chiefly  compofed  of  merchants  ; 
more  fo,  indeed,  than  at  Philadelphia.  Many 
mercantile  houfes  in  this  country  are  likely 
to  be  affeded  by  the  fall  in  the  price  of  pro- 
vifions  in  Europe.  At  prefent,  however, 
they  keep  up  the  price  of  flour  at  ten  dol- 
lars ; but  this  is  mere  fpeculation,  as  there  is 
no  foreign  'demand  for  it,  nor  would  there 
be  at  a much  lower  price,  the  plenty  or  ap- 
parent plenty  of  corn  is  fo  great  in  Europe. 

The  public  buildings  are  by  no  means 
magnificent.  They  are,  however,  tolerable. 
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The  town  has  twelve  churches  belonging  to 
the  different  feds. 

JOURNEY  TO  PHILADELPHIA. 

My  horfe  being  lame,  I refolved  to  go  in 
the  Rage  to  Philadelphia.  The  Rage  is  a 
miferable  mode  of  conveyance  in  America  ; 
the  roads  being  very  rough,  and  the  carriages 
in  a wretched  condition.  The  coaches  fet 
out  in  the  middle  of  the  night,  and  no  time 
is  given  to  recover  a little  by  repofe  from  the 
terrible  Rate  into  which  one  is  put  by  the 
jolting  of  the  carriage,  by  too  many  paf- 
fengers  being  crowded  together,  and  the 
trunks  and  parcels  which  are  thruR  into  the 
infide  of  thefe  vehicles  bruifing  one’s  legs, 
that  have  not  room  to  be  flretched  out  if  thefe 
packages  were  not  in  the  way.  But  I had  no 
other  means  of  proceeding  to  Philadelphia* 
at  leaR  for  fome  time  ; and  I contrived  to 
make  this  journey  as  little  inconvenient  as 
could  be  for  a flage-coa(ch,  by  going  in  that 
which  carries  the  mail,  and  which,  being 
obliged  to  proceed  more  quickly,  takes  only 

fix 
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fix  paflengers,  is  provided  with  better  horfes, 
and  is,  in  all  refpeds,  better  conduced.  I 
had  fortunately  no  fellow-travellers  but  the 
family  of  Mr.  James  Barré , a merchant  of 
Baltimore,  from  whom  I had  received  many 
civilities  during  my  fhort  flay  in  that  town  ; 
and  although  we  were  feven,  inftead  of  fix, 
I had  no  reafon  to  complain.  But  it  is  not 
in  a ftage  that  the  traveller  can  purfue  his 
enquiries  ; he  fcarcely  fees  any  thing  of  the 
country,  and  frequently  cannot  even  learn 
the  names  of  the  villages  and  creeks  he 
pafies.  As  I hope  to  make  this  journey  on 
horfeback,  I fhall,  till  then,  poftpone  the 
greater  part  of  what  I have  to  fay  refpecting 
this  road. 

At  Havre  de  Grace  we  crofifed  the  Suf- 
quehannah,  near  the  place  where  it  falls  into 
the  Chefapeak.  The  country,  which  rife's 
on  each  fide  of  the  river,  is  not  ill  cultivated  1 
and  has  a fufficient  number  of  dwellings  to 
form  a very  pleafing  profpedh  The  Suf- 
quehannah  in  this  place  is  above  a mile  and 
a quarter  in  breadth.  Three  or  four  fmall 
iflands,  both  above  and  below  the  ferry,  have 
a good  effedt  ; and  this  view,  although  not 
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grand,  is  one  of  the  moft  beautiful  I have 
feen  in  America. 

The  Sufquehannah  cuts  Maryland  into 
two  parts  ; one  of  which  is  called  the  Wef- 
tern  Shore , and  the  other  the  Eajlern  Shore. 
The  latter  extends  along  the  Chefapeak,  to 
the  two  counties  of  Virginia  ; and  is  fepa- 
rated  from  Delaware-Bay  by  the  State  of 
Delaware.  We  pafled  through  feveral  fmall 
and  neat  towns,  belonging  to  the  State  of 
Maryland  ; fuch  as  Charlestown , Elk  town, 
&c.  After  which,  we  entered  the  State  of 
Delaware,  and  croffed  the  towns  of  Chrif- 
tiana  and  Wilmington  ; the  latter  of  which  is 
only  twenty  miles  from  Philadelphia, 

RESIDENCE  AT  PHILADELPHIA. 

We  fet  out  from  Baltimore  at  four  o’clock 
on  Monday  morning,  and  arrived  at  Phila- 
delphia on  Tuefday,  July  20th,  at  eight  in 
the  morning,  having  flopped  five  or  fix  hours 
at  Wilmington,  which  time  was  deflined  to 
fleep,  but  was  entirely  given  to  the  bugs 
and  fleas  that  fwarm  there. 

The  heat  of  this  fummer  being  by  no 

means 
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means  fo  intenfe  as  is  ufual  here,  I was  not 
ib  much  incommoded  by  it  as  I expedled. 
Having  got  my  letters,  and  informed  myfelf 
of  the  ftate  of  Europe,  I was  in  hafte  to  quit 
Philadelphia. 

The  price  of  flour  in  Philadelphia  has  not 
fallen  fo  much  as  might  be  expedted.  The 
merchants  keep  it  up  at  twelve  dollars  ; but 
they  can  fell  only  to  bakers,  who  wanted 
money  or  forefight  to  lay  in  a ftock  or  pur- 
chafe  it  in  the  country.  The  warehoufes 
are  filled  with  this  article  ; and  a fall  in  the 
price  mu  ft  be  haftened  by  the  great  plenty  of 
the  prefent  harveft. 

I mult  not  omit  to  mention  a very  great 
natural  curiofity,  that  I faw  on  my  journey 
to  Philadelphia — a negro  of  Virginia,  whole 
parents  were  both  negroes;  and  who,  gra- 
dually changing  his  native  hue,  became 
white.  This  man  continued  black  till  he 
was  forty  years  of  age,  when  the  fkin  of  his 
fingers,  near  the  nails,  began  at  firft  to  af- 
fume  a lighter  colour,  and  continued  to 
grow  lighter  and  lighter  till  it  was  perfectly 
white.  The  procefs  was  the  fame  in  almoft 
all  the  different  parts  of  his  body.  His  legs, 
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thighs,  arms,  and  hands,  are  white,  with  the 
exception  of  a few  fpots  of  different  fizes, 
which  are  brown,  fome  of  a deeper  fhade 
than  others,  but  all  being  lighter  towards 
the  edges.  Plis  neck  and  fhoulders  are  of 
the  fame  complexion  as  the  Ikin  of  people 
with  red  hair;  and  is  freckled  in  the  fame 
manner.  Straight  and  fmooth  hair  is  par- 
tially fubftituted  for  his  natural  wool.  On 
his  breaft  there  remain  tufts  of  the  wool  ; 
but  they  fall  off  daily,  and  are  fucceeded  by 
black  or  grey  hairs.  His  face  is  white  from 
the  hair  to  the  loweft  extremity  of  his  fore- 
head ; his  nofe  is  black  ; the  reft  of  his  face 
a kind  of  brown,  deepeft  toward  the  nofe, 
and  gradually  growing  light  as  it  approaches 
the  white  part.  His  head,  all  of  which  is 
black,  is  ftill  covered  with  wool  ; except  at 
the  crown,  where  hair  has  difplaced  the 
wool.  His  private  parts,  he  fays,  are  lefs 
advanced  in  this  progrefs,  although  the  % 
change  is  begun  in  them.  By  his  own  ac- 
count,  a fenfible  progrefs  has  been  made  in 
this  metamorphofis  of  his  perfon  during  the 
time  he  has  been  travelling,  which  has  been 
for  the  laft  three  months  ; and  there  is  no 

doubt 
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doubt  but  in  a fhort  time  he  will  become 
entirely  white.  Ke  is,  at  prefent,  one  and 
forty  years  of  age. 

To  form  a diftin<ft  idea  of  this  metamor- 
phofis,  the  white  colour  of  the  fkin  is  not  to 
be  underftood  to  refemble  that  of  an  Albino , 
but  to  be  the  real  complexion  of  white  peo- 
ple, or,  to  fpeak  more  particularly  {till,  of 
white  people  with  red  hair. 

There  is  no  reafon  to  queftion  the  extrac- 
tion of  this  negro  ; he  having  ferved  the 
whole  of  laft  war  in  a corps  of  pioneers,  and 
is  befides  well  known  in  Virginia,  where  he 
has  generally  refided,  and  furnifhed  with  cer- 
tificates fufficient  to  fatisfy  perfons  difpofed 
to  queftion  the  fa6t.  The  change  has  not 
been  attended  with  any  ficknefs.  This  man 
travels  about  the  country  to  ftiew  himfelf  for 
money.  It  is  to  be  obferved,  that  there 
have  been  feveral  inftances  in  America  of 
negroes,  either  Mulattos  or  Indians,  chang- 
ing their  colour  ; fome  after  illnefs,  and 
others  in  a perfedt  ftate  of  health  ; but  there 
is  no  inftance  of  the  change  being  as  com- 
plete as  this. 


SECOND 


266 


travels  through 


SECOND  TOUR  TO  THE  NORTH. 


JOURNEY  FROM  PHILADELPHIA  TO 
NEW-YORK. 

Having  determined  to  employ  the  re,- 
mainder  of  the  year  in  a fécond  journey  to 
the  North,  I let  out.  in  a ftage  from  Phila- 
delphia for  New-York;  I was  defirous  of 
lofing  no  time  on  the  road,  and  the  heat  of 
the  weather  made  it  very  fatiguing  and  in- 
convenient to  travel  on  horfeback. 

Ï had  an  opportunity  of  feeing  feveral  of 
my  friends  during  a ftay  of  twenty-four 
hours  at  Trenton . What  information  I could 
procure  there  I propofe  to  blend  with  the  re- 
luit of  the  enquiries  I fhall  make  in  a longer 
vifit  to  Jerfey.  What  I collected  at  New- 
York,  during  the  fhort  time  I ftaid  there, 
fhall  alfo  be  hereafter  noticed  ; but  I had  too 
little  opportunity  to  make  my  account  as 
copious  and  perfeCt  as  I could  wilh.  Letters 
from  Europe,  to  which  I was  compelled  to 
pay  great  attention,  engaged  much  of  my 
time  ; and  not  without  reafon.  The  fatigue 
of  four  fucceffive  months  employed  in  col- 
lecting 
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ledting  information  had,  I confefs,  inclined 
me  to  take  my  eafe  ; with  which  temper  I 
was  unwilling  to  quarrel,  having  determined 
to  fet  afide  feveral  weeks  before  my  depar- 
ture from  America  to  acquire  a competent 
knowledge  of  that  interefting  city.  I learn- 
ed, however,  that  fpeculations  in  com  and 
flour  have  greatly  deranged  the  affairs  of  fe- 
veral mercantile  houfes  at  New- York  ; that 
one  of  the  firft  houfes  has  failed  from  thp 
fame  caufe  ; and  that  others  are  on  the  eve 
of  following  it.  The  merchants  of  that 
city,  either  lefs  wealthy  or  lefs  adventurous 
than  thofe  of  Philadelphia,  have  lowered  the 
price  of  flour  to  ten  dollars,  which  is  a third 
lefs  than  it  was  fix  months  fince  ; but  even 
this  price  is  greatly  higher  than  it  ought  to 
be,  from  the  demand  for  American  flour  in 
Europe, 

PASSAGE  FROM  NEW- YORK  TO  PRO- 
VIDENCE. 

As  I was  already  well  acquainted  with  the 
Bofton  road  by  land,  I embarked  on  board 
the  Clementina,  one  of  the  pacquets  that  fail 

conftantly 
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conftantly  to  Providence.  Mr.  Guillemar, 

whom  I had  met  at  Trenton,  had  loft  his 
way  ; and  having  joined  me  again  at  New- 

York,  he  took  his  paflage  with  me  in  the 
fame  pacquet. 

* For  the  firft  eighteen  hours  the  wind  was 
very  favourable  ; but  then  fuddenly  changed, 
and  being  in  our  teeth,  and  there  being 
every  appearance  of  an  approaching  ftorm, 
the  captain  judged  it  prudent  to  make  for  a 
fecure  harbour.  We  therefore  quitted  our 
track,  and  landed  at  Stonning-'Town , where 
we  remained  thirty-fix  hours. 

v 

STONNING-TOWN;  ITS  TRADE  ; AGRI- 
CULTURE OF  THE  NEIGHBOUR- 
HOOD; AND  PRICES  OF  ITS  PRODUC- 
TIONS. 

Stonning-Town  is  a fmall  fea-port  of  Con- 
neéticut.  It  takes  its  name  from  the  firft 
proprietor  of  the  lands  which  form  the  * 
townlhip.  The  name,  however,  is  corrupt- 
ed to  Stones-Town  ; which  feems  to  be  na- 
tural enough,  for  the  rocks  projeft  into  the 
ftreets  in  every  quarter..  The  principal 
ftreet  is  cleared  with  great  expence  and  la- 
bour; 
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hour  ; but  the  reft  are  fo  encumbered,  that 
it  is  with  difficulty,  and  not  without  danger, 
a perfon  walks  along  them  at  night.  The 
townfhip  is  fifteen  miles  in  length,  and  eight 
in  breadth.  The  town  contains  from  twelve 
to  thirteen  hundred  fouls.  The  land  is  chiefly 
employed  in  pafturage  ; on  which  a confider- 
able  quantity  of  cattle  is  reared  ; but  the 
chief  produce  is  cheefe,  which  is  made  in 
great  abundance,  and  is  in  great  requeft  , 
throughout  America*  Four  hundred  thou- 
fand  pounds  of  cheefe  are  yearly  exported 
from  Stonning-Town  to  the  different  ports  of 
the  United  States  ; but  chiefly  to  Boftoa, 
New -York,  Philadelphia,  and  Baltimore. 
The  price  at  thefe  places  is  about  eight 
pence  half-penny  per  pound.  This  com- 
merce is  carried  on  partly  by  veffels  that 
come  purpoiely  to  purchafe  cheefe  at  Ston- 
ning-Town, and  partly  by  fmall  floops  be- 
longing to  the  port  which  fail  for  the  diffe- 
rent ports  of  the  States,  as  the  wind  happens 
to  ferve. 

I vifited  a farm  belonging  to  an  old 
Quaker,  named  Join  Frifo,  where  from 
fourteen  to  fifteen  thoufand  pounds  of  cheefe 
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are  made  annually.  This  farmer  keeps  from 
forty  to  fifty  cows.  The  price  he  gets  from 
the  merchants  for  his  cheefe  is  about  five 
pence  half-penny  per  pound.  He  alfo  fat- 
tens from  twelve  to  fifteen  oxen  yearly; 
and  raifes  rye,  oats,  Indian  corn,  flax,  and 
potatoes  ; and  might,  with  a little  more 
knowledge  of  his  bufinefs,  confiderably  in- 
creafe  the  produce  of  his  farm.  His  cows 
and  oxen  wander  at  pleafure  over  the  land  ; 
which  although  manured  by  this  means,  does 
not  receive  the  benefit  it  would  if  the  ma- 
nure were  diftributed  more  Ikilfully.  He 
mows  his  meadows  but  once  a year  ; and 
they  produce  about  forty  hundred  weight  of 
hay  per  acre. 

This  fyftem  of  farming  is  general  here  ; 
and  the  produce  is  nearly  the  fame  through- 
out. Meadows  properly  manured,  and 
mowed  three  times,  yield  eighty  hundred 
weight  of  hay  per  acre.  John  Frilh  has  one 
hundred  acres  in  cultivation. 

The  land  in  the  townfhip  of  Stonning- 
Town  is  tolerably  good  ; it  yields  thirty 
buflhels  of  Indian  com  per  acre  ; eighteen  of 
rye  or  oats  ; and  often  double  this  quantity 

when 
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when  the  fields  are  manured.  Upon  the 
whole,  little  wheat  is  produced  in  this  town- 
fhip,  or  the  adjoining  one  of  Connecticut. 
Some  fields  are  fown  with  it  on  the  frontiers, 
and  land  which  is  properly  manured,  yields 
forty  bufhels  per  acre.  Labourers  are  eafily 
procured  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Stonning- 
Town  ; their  ordinary  wages  are  three 
fourths  of  a dollar  per  day,  or  nine  dollars 
per  month,  but  they  are  as  much  again  dur- 
ing the  harveft. 

The  price  of  land  here  is  from  ten  to 
forty  dollars  per  acre.  It  has  not  rifen  of 
late  years,  in  the  fame  degree  as  in  many 
other  parts  of  America.  Thirty-three  years 
ago  John  Fri(h  purchafed  his  land  at  the  rate 
of  fixteen  dollars  per  acre,  and  could  not 
now  get  more  than  thirty-two  for  it.  Moft 
of  the  inhabitants  of  Stonning-Town,  as  well 
as  thofe  of  the  reft  of  ConnedHcut,  and  of 
Maflachufetts,  pofiefs  lands  in  the  back  parts 
of  the  States  of  Vermont  and  New-Hamp- 
fhire,  which  they  purchafed  very  cheap,  and 
where  they  eftablifh  their  children  as  they 
grow  up,  unlefs  they  meet  with  an  oppor- 
tunity 
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tunity  of  fettling  them  more  advantageoufly 
at  home. 

A few  velfels  belonging  to  Stonning-Town 
are  employed  in  the  cod -fifhery  on  the  coaft 
of  Connedticut  and  Rhode- Ifland  : but  as 
this  fifh  appears  in  abundance  only  in  the 
fpring,  the  fifhery  here  forms  but  a very  in- 
confiderable  branch  of  trade.  The  fifh  are 
cured  in  Stonning-Town,  and  fold  at  the  rate 
of  five  dollars  for  one  hundred  and  twenty- 
eight  pounds.  A fmall  number  of  fhips  are 
alfo  employed  in  the  fifhery  at  the  Great 
Bank  ; but  they  cure  their  fifh  at  Newfound- 
land, and  frequently  carry  them  to  Bofton, 
or  other  ports.  Black-fifh,  bafs,  and  crab, 
being  in  great  abundance  on  this  coaft,  a 
confiderable  number  of  fmall  craft  is  en- 
gaged in  that  fifhery.  The  fifh  are  kept  in 
ponds  along  the  fhore,  and  are  generally 
carried  to  New-York.  At  Stonning-Town  % 
they  fell  for  two  pence  half-penny  per  pound. 

Forty  veffels  of  different  burthen,  but 
moftly  fmall,  belong  to  this  place,  which  are 
principally  employed  in  the  coafting-trade. 
Inftead  of  fixteen  fhips,  formerly  engaged  in 

the 
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the  fïïhery,  at  prefent  four  only  carry  on  that 
trade.  Some  fail  to  the  Weft-Indies,  and  even 
to  Europe.  The  only  three-mafted  (hip 
belonging  to  Stonning-Town  is  at  this  time 
in  France.  She  is  the  property  of  Mr. 
Smith,  who  keeps  a ftore  in  this  town,  and 
of  a merchant  of  New-York,  who  owns  half 
of  the  veffel.  The  fhips  which  trade  to  the 
Weft-Indies  carry  thither  the  produce  of  the 
townlhip  and  the  country  in  its  vicinity, 
and  bring  commonly  in  return  the  com- 
modities of  the  iflands  ; which  are  after- 
wards conveyed  from  Stonning-Town  to 
New-York,  where  moft  of  the  fhips  that 
fail  for  Europe  take  in  their  cargoes.  They 
proceed  chiefly  to  France,  whence  they  bring 
in  return  brandy  and  wine.  The  produce  of 
Stonning-Town,  like  .that  of  the  whole  State 
of  Connecticut,  con  lifts  of  fait  beef  and  pork, 
pot  and  pearl  afhes,  neat  cattle  and  flax-feed. 

As  the  port  of  Stonning-Town,  with 
refpect  to  the  cuftoms,  is  comprized  in  the 
diftrici  of  New-London,  its  exports  are 
not  exactly  known. 

Although  Stonning-Town  is  fituated  in 
Connecticut,  yet  it  has  no  public  fchools, 
Vol,  III.  T that 
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that  is  to  fay,  no  tax  is  levied  in  the  town- 
fhip  appropriated  to  the  fupport  of  free-* 
fchools.  But  as  this  townfhip  pays  to  the 
ftate  a tax  of  two  and  a half  per  cent  for 
thefe  fchools,  it  follows  that  the  expence  of 
fchooling  amounts  for  fuch  inhabitants  as 
fend  their  children  to  the  publie  fchools  to 
a fourth  only  of  what  they  would  have  to 
pay  without  that  general  tax.  Nine  pence  a 
week  is  paid  for  a child. 

Every  perfon  I have  had  an  opportunity  of 
converfing  with  in  Stonning-Town  fpeaks 
with  enthufiafm  of  the  gallantry  difplayed 
by  the  French  troops,  whofe  valour  and  fuc- 
cefs  have  gained  France  numerous  friends 
in  America.  The  atrocious  deeds,  at  the 
remembrance  of  which  pofterity  will  ftand 
aghaft,  are,  notwithftanding,  detefted  by 
them  : but  you  meet  with  many  people  who 
either  forbear  mentioning  them  at  all,  or 
confidering  them  as  the  refults  of  a transient 
phrenfy,  impute  their  guilt  chiefly  to  Robef- 
pierre,  whom  they  hold  in  execration,  and 
acquit  the  French  nation  at  large.  They 
generally  conclude  by  faying — “ But  how 
the  French  fight  ! they  are  lions!”  It  is 

elpecially 
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cfpeciallv  among  country-people,  and  perfons 
of  the  fécond  rank,  I hear  this  language  5 
and  thefe  form  the  bulk  of  the  nation;  who, 
as  I have  already  frequently  obferved,  being 
lefs  influenced  by  political  views,  and  lels 
fwayed  by  the  fpirit  of  party,  than  the  higher 
clafles  of  fociety,  are  more  ftrenuoufly  at- 
tached to  France,  their  interefts  not  being 
interwoven  with  the  fucceffes  of  Great 
Britain. 

NEWPORT. 

Impatience,  rather  than  a favourable  change 
of  wind,  having  induced  our  captain  to  fet 
fail  from  Stonning-Town,  we  arrived  at 
Newport  on  the  15th  of  Auguft,  after  a pafe 
fage  of  ten  hours.  We  Ihould  have  had  as 
favourable  an  opportunity  the  preceding  day. 

Mr.  Guillemard  proceeded  to  Providence 
by  land. 

A bar  of  rocks,  about  half  a mile  in  ex- 
tent, lies  at  the  mouth  of  the  fmall  bay  at 
the  bottom  of  which  Stonning-Town  is 
fituated.  Great  care  is  therefore  required 
to  fteer  clear  of  it,  efpecially  in  ftormy 
T 2 weather  ; 
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weather  ; having  cleared  it,  we  failed  in  the 
courfe  generally  purfued  by  (hips  bound 
from  New-York  to  Newport.  We  palfed 
between  the  fhore  and  Block- Ifland,  an  ifland 
famous,  like  Stonning-Town,  for  its  cheefe, 
yet  ftill  more  fo  for  its  fffhery,  and  the  huf- 
bandry  of  its  inhabitants.  It  forms  a part 
of  the  State  of  Rhode-Ifland. 

The  . Providence  packets  have  generally 
parcels  and  letters  for  New-port.  We  flop- 
ped there  from  nine  at  night  to  nine  in  the 
morning.  It  gave  me  pleafure  to  fee  once 
more,  not  this  dull  low  town,  but  its  environs, 
which  form  a charming  landfcape,  and  are, 
as  well  as  the  whole  ifland,  one  of  the  mofl 
healthy  parts  of  America.  Several  families 
of  Carolina,  Virginia,  and  Maryland,  come 
to  refide  here  every  year  to  avoid  the  dread- 
ful heat  and  infalubrity  of  their  own  country. 
Newport  alfo  unites  the  advantage  of  a low 
price  for  all  the  neceffaries  of  life  with  that 
of  not  offering  any  means,  nor  holding  out 
any  temptation,  for  expences  foreign  to  the 
neceffities  of  exiftence. 

The  falubrity  -of  the  town  of  Newport  is, 
no  doubt,  produced  by  the  keenneff  of  the 

air; 
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air;  yet  this  often  proves  hurtful  to  the 
inhabitants  in  their  youth,  and  the  number 
of  young  people,  efpecially  girls,  who  die  of 
complaints  in  the  lungs,  is  very  confiderable. 

It  is  a circumftance  worthy  of  remark,  that 
the  infcription  on  the  tomb-ftones  mention 
only  childhood,  youth,  or  old  age  ; they 
record  the  deaths  of  few  perlons  between 
twenty  and  feventy  years  old,  but  a con-* 
liderable  number  beyond  the  latter  age. 

PROVIDENCE.  — STATE  OF  RHODE- 
ISLAND. 

The  religious  perfections  in  England  gave 
rife  to  the  different  colonies  which  by  their 
union  compofed  the  Rate  of  Maflachufetts. 
Religious  perfection  in  Maffachufetts  gave 
birth  to  the  Rate  of  Rhode-Illand. 

Rogef  Williams,  a minifler  of  the  gofpel 
at  Plymouth,  was  firR  baniRied  thence  to 
Salem  on  account  of  certain  opinions  which 
his  brethren  of  Plymouth  would  not  tolerate 
in  him.  Although  much  beloved  by  the  in- 
habitants o'f  this  new  place  of  residence,  yet, 
4S  his  principles  did  not  accord  with  thofe 
T 3 pf 
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of  the  church  of  Bofton,  the  influence  of 
the  Boftonian  minifters  prevailed  againft 
him  even  in  his  retreat. 

Among  the  various  articles  of  his  dodrine 
which  the  fynod  of  Bofton  confidered  as 
erroneous  and  dangerous,  that  which,  above 
all  the  others,  moft  violently  clafhed  with 
the  maxims  and  interefts  of  the  iynod,  was 
his  declaration  “ that  punifhment  inflided 
for  matters  of  confcience  was  perfection.” 

The  intrigues  of  the  priefts  prevailed  over 
the  attachment  of  his  fellow-inhabitants, 
and  he  was  a fécond  time  banifhed.  This 
event  took  place  in  1Ô3Ô  ; and  he  retired  to 
the  fouthern  part  of  .the  ftate  to  live  among 
the  Nawangara  favages,  at  a place  by  them 
called  Mofhawlick,  but  to  which  he  gave 
the  appellation  of  Providence , in  grateful  ac- 
knowledgement of  the  afylum  he  found  there 
after  all  the  perfections  to  which  he  had 
been  expofed.  A few  friends  followed  him', 
and  together  with  him  founded  that  part  of 
the  ftate  of  Rhode-Ifland  known  by  the  name 
of  Providence-Plantation. 

The  fame  or  a fimilar  caufe  gave  rife  to 
the  other  fettlements  of  Rhode-Ifland.  A 

Dodor 
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DoCtor  Coddington,  a native  of  Lancafhire, 
and  one  of  the  firft  fettlers  in  the  colony  of 
Salem,  was,  in  1636,  called  to  account  for 
his  religious  principles.  The  accufation 
brought  againft  him  was  only  a pretext  to 
cloke  the  jealoufy  entertained  of  his  influ- 
ence by  Governor  Winthrop  and  others  : 
but  that  pretext  was  an  effectual  mean  of  ac~ 
complifhing  their  views;  and  Coddington, 
being  banilhed  from  Bofton,  retired  with  a 
few  friends  to  the  ifland  called  by  the  Indians 
Aquidneck,  and  fince  known  by  the  name 
of  Rhode-Ifland.  From  a tribe  dependent 
on  the  Indians  of  Nawangara  he  purchafed 
this  ifle,  and  all  the  others  which,  with 
the  part  of  the  continent  bounded  by  Con- 
necticut, now  form  the  Rhode-Ifland  Plan- 
tation. 

The  Quakers  and  Anabaptifts  who  were 
perfecuted  in  Ne  w-England,  flocked  to  Rhode- 
Ifland,  and  raifed  the  colony  to  a flourilhing 
ftate,  notwithftanding  the  wars  with  the 
Indians.  The  need  in  which  the  inhabitants 
flood  of  protection  infpired  them  with  a wifli 
to  unite  with  the  other  colonies  of*  New- 
England  : but  the  latter  refufed  to  accede  to 

T 4 the 
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the  propofed  union  $ and,  in  1ÔÔ2,  Charles 
the  Second,  at  the  requeft  of  the  former, 
granted  them  a charter  which  united  the 
two  plantations  into  one  ftate,  and  conferred 
on  them  the  privileges  and  the  conftitution 
which  they,  like  the  ftate  of  Connecticut, 
have  ftill  preferved  notwithftanding  the  re- 
volution. 

That  which  is  peculiar  to  the  ftate  of  • 
Rhode-Ifland  is  compofed  of  the  fame  ele- 
ments as  all  the  others.  The  legiflative 
affembly  con  lifts  of  an  upper  and  a lower 
houfe.  The  former  is  compofed  of  the  go- 
vernor (who  is  prefident),  a deputy-governor, 
and  ten  aftiftants,  who  are  chofen  by  annual 
election.  The  governor  poffeifes  but  a 
fingle  vote  in  the  enactment  of  laws.  The 
treafurer  and  the  fecretary  of  ftate  are  alfo 
annually  appointed.  — The  lower  houfe 
confifts  of  the  reprefentatiyes  of  the  differ- 
ent townfhips.  Newport  fends  fix  ; Provi- 
dence, Portfmouth  on  the  ifland,  and 
Warwick,  each  four  ; and  two  are  fent  by 
each  of  the  other  towns  in  the  ftate.  Thefe 
delegates  are  elefted  twice  in  the  year,  and 
thus  have  two  feffions.— ' The  judges  and  the 

executive 
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executive  officers  are  eleded  once  a-year  by 
the  legiüative  body,  who  alfo  nominate  the 
military  officers,  but  for  an  indefinite  term. — 
The  judicial  power  in  this  little  ftate  is  veiled 
in  a fupreme  court,  confifting  of  five  judges, 
and  fitting  twice  in  the  year,  at  Providence 
and  Newport  alternately.  The  inferior 
courts  are  held  twice  a-year  in  each  county* 
The  fupreme  court  is  their  court  of  appeal. 

The  trade  of  Providence  employs  a 
hundred  and  forty-two  veflels  belonging  to 
that  port  ; and  very  little  of  it  is  fhared  by 
foreign  fhips,  even  by  thofe  of  the  other  Hates. 
That  trade,  as  I think  I remarked  laft  year, 
confifts  in  the  exportation  of  oxen,  live  hogs, 
fait  pork,  butter  and  cheefe,  barley,  timber, 
onions,  rum,  whifkey,  gin,  flax-feed,  wrought 
iron,  and  the  commodities  imported  from  the 
Eaft  and  Weft  Indies.  The  greater  part  of 
the  cheefe,  however,  is  confumed  in  the 
United  States,  to  which  the  port  of  Provi- 
dence alfo  fends  great  quantities  of  lime- 
ftone,  and  fome  iron.  All  the  native  articles 
above  enumerated  are  principally  derived 
from  thofe  parts  of  Connecticut  and  Maffa- 
chufetts  which  lie  within  the  diftance  of 

twenty 
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twenty  or  thirty  miles  from  Rhode-Iflanch 
The  iron  is  forged  within  the  ftate,  at  the 
falls  of  Potofky,  round  which  lies  a very 
rich  mine.  Cannons  and  anchors  are  there 
fabricated  ; of  the  latter  of  which  a pretty 
confiderable  number  are  exported  to  the 
Indies.  The  value  of  the  exports  from  Pro- 
vidence was — in  179O,  from  the  month  of 
June,  one  hundred  and  thirteen  thoufand, 
two  hundred  and  thirty-one  dollars — in 
17Q1,  three  hundred  and  feventy-nine 
thoufand,  four  hundred  and  thirty — in  1792, 
three  hundred  and  fixty-feven  thoufand,  nine 
hundred  and  nine — in  1793,  four  hundred 
and  thirty-one  thoufand,  five  hundred  and 
eighteen— in  1794,  fix  hundred  and  twenty- 
three  thoufand,  two  hundred  and  fixty-one 
—in  1795,  one  million  forty  thoufand  and 
five — and,  for  the  firft  fix  months  of  179Ô, 
four  hundred  and  thirteen  thoufand,  nine 
hundred  and  twenty-four. 

This  great  increafe  in  the  value  of  the  ex- 
ports  is  not  here,  any  more  than  elfewhere, 
a true  criterion  of  their  quantities  ; for, 
although  I have  not  had  time  to  take  from 
the  cuftom-houfe  books  an  abftradl  of  the  dif- 
ferent 
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ferent  articles  year  by  year,  and  to  com- 
pare their  eftimated  values,  I know  that  the 
tonnage  of  the  port  of  Providence  has  in- 
creafed  only  in  a very  fmall  proportion  ; 
finceit  amounted  in  17Q2  to  eleven  thoufand 
two  hundred  tons,  and  does  not  at  prefent 
exceed  fourteen  thoufand  five  hundred.  It 
is  true,  that,  during  the  laft  year,  the  (hip- 
ping of  that  port  fuffered  Ioffes  to  the  amount 
of  eleven  or  twelve  hundred  tons  by  (hip— 

* wreck,  captures,  &c. 

The  commerce  of  Providence  is  carried 
on  with  the  Eaft  and  Weft  Indies,  Denmark, 
the  north  of  Germany,  and  the  coafts  of 
Africa.  Some  of  her  veflels  trade  to  France  ; 
but  the  number  of  thefe  is  very  fmall.  They 
ufually  carry  thither  tobacco  and  train-oil  : 
during  the  two  laft  years  they  carried  rice, 
meal,  fait  beef,  raw  hides,  and  (hoes  for  the 
army.— Providence  and  Newport  carry  on 
no  trade  with  England:  whatever  Britifh 
commodities  they  want,  they  purchafe  at 
New-York  and  Bofton. 

To  the  value  of  the  exports  from  Provi- 
dence may  be  added  about  eight  hundred 
thoufand  dollars  in  fpecie  which  are  annually 
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fent  out  for  the  trade  with  India  and  China  ; 
fince  that  money  may  truly  be  called  the 
produce,  inafmuch  as  it  is  the  fruit  of  the 
produce,  of  the  ftate. 

The  laws  of  Rhode-Ifland  are  not  col- 
le£Ied  into  a regular  code.  But  I under- 
hand that  a law  was  enacted  fome  years 
fince,  prohibiting  the  importation  of  negro 
flaves  into  the  ftate — declaring  free  all  fuch 
as  fhould  be  brought  into  it  by  perfons  com- 
ing from  other  parts,  together  with  the 
children  who  might  thereafter  be  born,  as 
well  as  thofe  already  born,  when  they  fhould 
have  attained  the  age  of  twenty  one  years— 
but  at  the  fame  time  confirming  the  flavery 
of  fuch  negroes  as  were  flaves  at  the  time  of 
the  promulgation  of  the  law. 

The  principles  on  which  are  grounded  the 
affeffment  and  levying  of  the  taxes  in  the 
ftate  of  Rhode-Ifland  are  eflentially  the  fame 
as  they  were  at  the  period  of  the  firfl  fettle-, 
ment  of  the  colony.  The  changes  which 
have  fince  been  introduced  in  the  mode  of 
colie&ion,  are  flight.  Thofe  taxes  are  a ca- 
pitation, a tax  on  real  and  perfonal  property, 
from  which  a law  of  1 7Q5  excepts,  as  un- 

taxable 
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taxable  articles,  all  furniture  (not  including 
plate),  implements  of  agriculture,  work* 
men’s  tools,  and  a quarter  of  the  capital 
employed  in  trade  on  fea.  The  railing  of 
the  taxes  refis  with  each  town  or  townfhip, 
which  is  refponfible  to  the  flate-treafurer 
for  the  proportion  of  the  taxes  affigned  to 
it  bv  the  legiflature.  The  ratio  is  regulated 
by  a general  valuation  made  from  time  to 
time,  at  thofe  periods  when  the  wealth  of  * 
the  ftate  is  fuppofed  to  have  been  augmented 
to  a certain  degree,  either  bv  an  increafe  in 
the  population,  or  by  improvements  in  agri* 
culture,  or  by  the  profits  of  fuccefsful  com- 
merce. The  laft  three  valuations  took  place 
in  1767,  1 778,  and  1795.  On  the  firfl  of 
thofe  occafions  the  taxable  property  was 
valued  at  feven  millions  three  hundred  and 
feventy-one  thoufand  one  hundred  and 
eighty-fix  dollars  ; on  the  fécond,  at  ten  mil- 
lions nine  hundred  and  fixty-feven  thoufand 
nine  hundred  and  nine  dollars  ; and,  in  1795, 
at  fifteen  millions  five  hundred  thoufand  dol- 
lars. It  appears  that  this  augmentation  in 
the  quantum  of  taxable  property  is  attributa- 
ble 
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ble  to  the  increafe  of  the  capitals  employed 
in  trade,  more  than  to  any  other  caufe. 

Each  town  or  townfhip  nominates  three 
or  five  commiffioners,  whofe  duty  it  is  to 
make  the  eftimate  of  the  property  therein 
contained,  after  having  received  the  declar- 
ations of  the  inhabitants.  The  legiflature 
nominates  ten  fuperior  commiffioners,  who 
are  to  vifit  the  towns  and  townfhips,  to  re- 
ceive and  examine  the  eftimates  of  thofe  firft- 
mentioned  officers,  and,  after  fuch  exami- 
nation, to  determine  the  portion  of  the  general 
tax  impofed  by  the  ftate,  which  is  to  be  paid 
by  each  place* 

The  law  provides  precautions  againft  falfe? 
declarations  or  the  refufal  to  make  any,  and 
alfo  againft  fuch  towns  as  may  either  refufe 
or  delay  the  payment. 

The  capitation-tax  is  fettled  in  the  pro- 
portion of  fix-pence  for  every  thoufand 
pounds  rated  to  the  ftate.  The  towns  may. 
neverthelefs  fet  afide  this  tax,  provided  they 
contribute  their  quota  toward  fatisfying  the 
public  demand  in  fome  other  mode.  The 
town  of  Providence,  for  inftance,  levies  her 

proportion 
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proportion  of  it  only  on  movable  and  immov- 
able eftates. 

AifefTors,  chofen  by  the  inhabitants,  af- 
terward determine  the  particular  fum  to  be 
paid  by  each  individual  who  is  liable  to  the 
tax  ; which  is  collected  by  an  officer  chofen 
in  the  fame  manner.  The  towns  defray 
the  charges  of  afferment  and  collection* 
The  afiefïbr  receives  one  and  three  fourths 
per  cent  on  the  fums  afleffed:  the  colleâor 
heretofore  received  five  per  cent  : but  tome 
towns  contract  with  the  latter  on  lower 
terms  ; and  there  are  inftances  in  which  he 
is  paid  no  more  than  two  and  a half  per  cent* 

The  taxes  of  the  ftate  of  Rhode-Ifland,  as 
I have  already  obferved,  amount  only  to  fix 
thoufand  pounds,  or  twenty-thoufand  dol- 
lars, and  are  regularly  paid.  The  expence 
of  the  civil  lift  is  but  five  thoufand  dollars. 
For  feveral  fucceflive  years  an  annual  ium  of 
eiodit  thoufand  five  hundred  dollars  has  been 
expended  on  the  ereCtion  of  a prifon  and  a 
houfe  for  the  fittings  of  the  legiflative  body. 
The  ftate  owes  about  ninety-eight  thoufand 
dollars,  and  has,  for  the  difcharge  of  that 
fum,  no  other  refource  than  taxation.  By 

the 
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the  decifion  of  the  commiffioners  appointed 
to  fettle  the  accounts  between  the  United 
States  and  the  individual  Rates,  Rhode-lfland 
is  creditor  to  the  Union  to  the  amount  of 
two  hundred  and  eighty-nine  thoufand  fix 
hundred  and  eleven  dollars. 

PROVIDENCE. 

The  town  of  Providence,  though  in  ge- 
neral healthy,  is  not  however  exempt  from 
bilious  fevers  toward  the  end  of  fummer 
and  in  autumn  ; but  thefe  complaints  are 
ufually  unattended  with  danger.  Conliimp- 
tions  in  youthful  habits  are  as  common  here 
as  at  Newport  ; and  many  individuals  fall 
vidlims  to  them  before  the  age  of  thirty. 

We* — for  I have  again  joined  company 
with  Monfieur  Guillemard — we  have  paffed 
the  chief  part  of  the  time  that  we  fpent  in 
Providence,  at  the  houle  of  Mr.  Thayer, 
a merchant  of  this  town,  with  whom  I had 
been  acquainted  at  Charlefton,  where  he 
has  long  refided,  and  carried  on  with  pro- 
digious fuccefs  a very  extenfive  and  rich 
trade.  He  conduced  his  great  commercial 
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enterprizes  with  a fufficient  degree  of  pru- 
dence to  avoid  thofe  fpeculations  io  common 
among  the  merchants  of  America  ; yet  that 
caution  has  not  faved  him  from  experiencing 
the  greateft  reverfes  in  his  fortune.  He  had 
indorfed  to  a confiderable  amount  the  notes 
of  a houfe  at  New- York,  one  of  the  moft 
opulent  and  refpedtable  in  that  city.  But 
the  houfe  in  queftion  had  fo  deeply  fpeculated 
on  the  high  prices  of  flour  and  rice  in  Eu- 
rope, that  it  has  flopped  payment,  and  the 
refponfibility  falls  on  Mr.  Thayer.  He  will 
not  be  ruined  by  this  event  : in  all  probabi- 
lity even  his  affairs  will  be  fettled  ; for  the 
houfe  at  New- York  will  again  carry  on 
bufinefs,  and  he  himfelf,  by  his  own  Angle 
exertions,  would,  at  his  prefent  ftage  of  life, 
be  capable  of  retrieving  his  fortune  if  it 
were  totally  ruined.  But  his  credit  and 
his  delicacy  fuffer  feverely  on  the  occafioru 
He  neverthelefs  fupports  his  difafter  with  a 
calm  fortitude,  and  a confidence  in  the  re- 
turn of  fortune,  which  at  once  furnifh  his 
friends  with  a ground  of  hope,  and  himfelf 
with  the  means  of  fuccefs.  His  name  is  fo 
implicated  in  this  unfortunate  bufinefs,  that 
Vol.  III.  U he 
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he  has  made,  to  thofe  who  hold  the  notes  of 
that  houfe  endorfed  by  him,  an  offer  of  forty 
thoufand  pounds  fterling  on  condition  of 
their  cancelling  his  name.  Mr.  Thayer  is 
otherwife  rich,  being  heir  to  a confiderable 
family  eftate  which  is  in  the  hands  of  his 
mother.  He  is  defcended  in  a dire<5t  line 
from  Roger  Williams,  the  founder  of  Provi- 
dence Plantation.  Mr.  Thayer’s  houfe  is 
built  on  the  fame  fpot  where  that  founder, 
his  progenitor,  cut  down  the  firft  tree,  and 
ere&ed  the  firft  hut. 

I have  learned  here  that  the  bridge  which 
had  been  erected  laft  year  over  the  Eaft- 
Paffage  to  open  a way  into  Rhode-Ifiand, 
and  of  which  the  folidity  appeared  doubtful, 
was  carried  away  laft  winter  by  the  floods. 
It  has  fince  been  rebuilt  ; and  hopes  are 
now  entertained  that  this  new  conftruCtion 
is  on  a better  plan  than  the  former. 

ROUTE  TO  BOSTON— PATUXENT. 

Again  the  ftage  fr<j>m  Providence  to 
Bofton  ! The  journey  . is  only  forty-five 
miles  : yet,  with  the  Angle  exception  of 

Mr, 
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Mr.  Robram,  a native  of  Pruffia,  but  fince 
become  more  than  half  a Frenchman  by  a 
refidence  of  fix  and  twenty  years  at  Bor- 
deaux as  a merchant,  the  company  was  fuch 
as  ftrongly  confirmed  me  in  my  averfion  to 
ftage-coaches. 

Patuxent  bridge,  at  the  diftance  of  five 
miles  from  Providence,  is  the  boundary  of 
the  flate  of  Rhode-lfland,  Here  are  eflab- 
lifhed  cotton-works  which  feem  to  fucceed 
better  than  any  other  manufaélure  hitherto 
eftablifhed  in  America — anchor- forges — - 
founderies  for  cannon  and  other  hea^y 
articles  in  iron.  The  river  Patuxent,  alfo 
called  Blackflone,  gives  motion  to  all  the 
machines  ufed  in  thefe  various  works.  It 
takes  its  rife  in  the  flat e of  Maffachufetts, 
and  falls  into  Narraganfee-Bay  near  Provi- 
dence. From  Patuxent  to  its  mouth  it  is 
navigable  for  veffels  of  the  largefl  fize. 

On  his  way  to  Boflon,  the  traveller  paffes 
through  Briftol-Coünty,  containing  a popu- 
lation of  thirty-four  thoufand  fouls  in  an 
extent  of  thirteen  hundred  and  forty-four 
fquare  miles. — Norfolk-County,  whofe  fu- 
perficial  extent  is  nine  hundred  and  fixteen 
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fquare  miles,  containing  twenty-five  thoufand 
inhabitants — and  the  towns  of  Taunton  and 
Durham,  each  the  capital  of  a county  of 
firnilar  name.  Durham  is  the  place  of  refid- 
ence  of  Mr.  Ames,  a well-informed  mem*- 
ber  of  Congrefs,  a warm  federalift,  a voluble 
and  copious  fpeaker,  an  hone  ft  man  more- 
over, but  whole  talents  and  political  merit 
are  exaggerated  by  party-zeal  perhaps 
beyond  their  juft  value,  and  fufficiently  fi> 
to  call  forth  a feverity  of  judgement  on  him 
even  from  impartial  perfons  who,  but  for 
that  exaggeration,  might  have  been  difpof- 
ed  to  feel  a prepofleffion  in  his  favour.  He 
ftands  at  this  moment  in  great  celebrity  for 
a fpeech  that  he  delivered  at  the  elofe  of  the 
laft  feftion  of  Congrefs,  recommending  to 
the  houfe  of  reprefentatives  to  vote  the  ne- 
ceffary  fums  for  carrying  into  execution  the 
commercial  treaty  with  England:  and  that 
fpeech  is,  by  the  men  of  his  party  from  onb 
end  of  the  continent  to  the  other,  extolled  as 
a piece  of  eloquence  which  Demofthenes  or 
Cicero  would  have  found  it  difficult  to  equal. 
Now  the  dilcourfe  in  queftion,  which  the 
feeble  health  of  the  fpeaker  did  not  allow 

him 
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him  to  extend  to  iiich  length  as  would  have 
been  neceflary  for  the  diicuflion  of  the  prin- 
ciples and  their  application  to  the  lubjedt  in 
debate,  is  addrefled  rather  to  the  paffions  than 
to  the  understanding.  At  the  moment 
when  it  was  pronounced,  that  was  perhaps  the 
be  ft  diredtion  that  it  could  poffibly  take,  es- 
pecially as  coming  from  the  mouth  of  Mr. 
Ames,  an  efteemed  and  eftimable  man,  who, 
labouring  as  he  then  did  under  indifpofition, 
feemed  to  endanger  his  health  in  fupport  of 
what  his  party  termed  the  falvation  of  the 
commonwealth,  and  derived  an  additional 
degree  of  intereft  from  the  very  circum- 
ftance  of  that  indifpofition.  Thofe  people, 
therefore,  who  would  have  wifhed  to  find  in 
that  difcourfe  greater  depth  and  folidity,  and 
even  a greater  portion  of  reafoning,  cannot 
deny  him  the  merit- — -which  is  no  incon- 
fiderable  one- — of  having  well  underftood  the 
temper  of  men’s  minds,  together  with  the 
influence  of  exifting  circumftances,  and  taken 
a dextrous  advantage  of  both.  This  is,  no 
doubt,  a very  material  part  of  the  art  of  ora- 
tory, though  it  is  the  moil  delulive. 

That  affair  of  the  treaty  is  now  at  end. 

U 3 The 
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The  Britifh  and  American  commiffioners 
have  met  for  the  purpofe  of  carrying  it  into 
execution  : but  it  is  now  hardly  any  longer 
the  topic  of  converfation.  The  partifans  of 
the  treaty,  however,  affeél  to  extol  the 
ftriél  punctuality  with  which  the  Englilh 
have  given  up  the  polls  ; as  if  that  evacua- 
tion of  polls,  which  was  an  article  of  the 
treaty  of  1783,  and  renewed  in  this  latter 
treaty  as  a fundamental  article  and  inde- 
pendent of  every  other,  had  been  confidered, 
even  by  its  fupporters,  as  a doubtful  event  ; 
and  as  if  England  conferred  an  extraordinary 
honour  on  America  in  obferving  any  one  of 
her  engagements  to  the  latter.  It  is  not  un- 
common for  weak  people  lightly  to  impute 
to  the  more  powerful  certain  motives  of 
affection  and  regard  : and  this  difpofition 
will  not  be  millaken  by  any  one  for  a refine- 
ment in  gratitude,  but  will  certainly  be 
deemed  a refinement  in  vanity. 

That  furrender  of  the  polls  was  no  doubt 
a matter  of  importance  to  the  United  States. 
The  pofifeffion  of  them  places  the  American 
navigation  on  the  lakes  beyond  the  control 
of  Great  Britain  ; it  frees  the  country  from 

the 
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the  prefence  of  Englilh  troops,  and  leaves  the 
Americans  mailers  of  one  or  two  great 
eftablilhments  ; but  thole  who  have  fufficient 
prudence  to  fee  that  peace  is  the  greateft 
bleffing  which  America  can  delire,  cannot 
confider  the  furrender  of  the  polls  as  wholly 
unattended  with  danger.  When  one  is  ac- 
quainted with  the  aélive  difpolition  of  the 
Englilh  commandants — the  fpirit  of  refent- 
ment  too  generally  harboured  by  their  nation 
againll  the  United  States  of  America — the 
opinion  with  which  long  and  foie  poffeflion 
has  infpired  the  Englilli  that  they  had  an 
exclulive  right  to  the  navigation  of  the 
lakes— and  when,  on  the  other  hand,  one 
is  acquainted  with  the  enterprizing  fpirit  of 
the  Americans  in  commerce,  particularly  in 
a new  branch  of  commerce — their  jealoufy, 
their  indifpofition  towkrd  the  Englilh  (I 
fpeak  of  that  clafs  of  men  who  are  to  dwell 
on  the  borders  of  thefe  lakes,  and  of  the 
officers  and  foldiers  who  are  to  garrifon  the 
forts)— one  cannot  but  apprehend  that  this 
vicinity,  this  continual  clafhing  of  the  in- 
terells  of  the  two  Hates,  will  furnifh  new 
fubjeéls  of  difpute  in  addition  to  thofe 
U 4 which 
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which  arife  in  every  country  from  the  too 
near  approximation  of  the  troops  of  different 
powers.  To  guard  againft  fuch  confe- 
quences  as  may  reafonably  be  anticipated, 
would  require  fuch  prudence  and  conciliatory 
difpofitions  in  the  commanding  officers  oil 
both  fides,  fuch  confiant  vigilance  on  the 
part  of  both  governments,  fo  eminent  a fpirit 
ofjuftice  and  pacification,  that  çne  cannot 
venture  to  hope  for  fo  extraordinary  a com- 
bination of  fortunate  circumflances.  But, 
whether  hoftilities  break  out  between  Eng- 
land and  America  in  that  or  in  any  other 
quarter,  it  is  at  all  events  more  than  probable 
that  a war  will  be  the  refuît  of  that  treaty 
at  fome  future  period,  more  or  lefs  diftant, 
according  as  England  ffiall  feel  more  or  lefs 
confidence  in  her  own  ftrength. 

I find  the  minds  of  the  people  here  changed 
in  favour  of  France.  Succefs  has  ever  srreat 

O 

influence  on  popular  opinion,  and  for  more 
than  one  reafon.  But  let  us  quit  politics, 
a fubjedl  to  which  I am  frequently  induced 
to  return  by  that  unvarying  regard  for  the 
interefts  of  France,  which  purfues  me  as  it 
were  in  fpite  of  me.  May  that  nation  be 

as 
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as  happy  and  well-regulated  as  it  is  great  ! 
may  it  make  a prudent  and  moderate  ufe  of 
its  immenfe  and  aftonifhing  fuccefies  ! may 
good  laws,  genuine  public  fpirit,  and  a fincere 
abjuration  of  party  animofities,  cement  its 
conftitution,  reftore  induftry  within  its 
boundaries,  and  kindle  in  every  bofom  the 
love  of  liberty  ! Thefe  are  the  moil  defirable 
of  its  conquefts. 

HISTORY,  CONSTITUTION,  LAWS,  AND 

COMMERCE,  OF  THE  STATE  OF  MAS- 
SACHUSETTS. 

The  foundation  of  the  Rate  of  Mafia- 
chufetts  was  the  confequence  of  religious 
perfection.  The  Prelbyterians  being  per- 
fected in  England  about  the  year  1608,  a 
Mr.  Robinfon,  minifier  of  one  of  their 
churches,  went  over  to  'Holland-*— to  Amfter- 
dam  in  the  fir  ft  inftance,  afterward  to  Leiden. 
— to  enjoy  the  liberty  of  profeffing  the  re- 
ligion of  his  feft.  Several  families  followed 
him  thither  ; but  after  a refidence  of  fix  years 
in  that  country,  being  diflatisfied  with  the 
manners  of  the  inhabitants,  and  abandoned 
* by 


TRAVELS  THROUGH 


£98 

by  their  children  who  engaged  as  foldiers 
or  failors  in  the  Dutch  fervice — at  the  fame 
time  receiving  from  navigators  an  advan- 
tageous defcription  of  the  coafts  of  North- 
America  — thofe  emigrants  determined  to 
feek  in  the  weftern  world  an  afylum  were 
they  might  reft  fecure  from  all  perfecution. 
After  fruitlefs  endeavours  to  obtain  grants 
of  land  from  the  Virginia  company,  who, 
by  patent  from  the  king  of  England,  were 
proprietors  of  almoft  the  entire  coaft  of 
North- America —and  after  equally  unfuc- 
cefsful  applications  to  king  James  the  Firft 
to  give  his  confent  to  their  intended  fettle- 
ment — -they  would  have  been  at  length  com- 
pelled to  relinquifh  their  projedt,  if  Mr. 
We r ton,  a rich  London  merchant,  had  not 
facilitated  to  them  the  means  of  carrying  it 
into  execution,  by  forming  a company  for 
the  purpofe. 

It  was  in  July  1620  that  the  little  colony, 
embarked  at  Southampton  in  England. 
Untoward  accidents  reduced  to  a jingle  vpfTel 
the  armament  which  was  to  have  confifted 
of  two  : and  the  emigrants,  inftead  of  reach- 
ing the  vicinity  of  XIudfon’s-River  according 


NORTH  AMERICA,  CANADA,  &C.  299 

to  their  original  plan,  were  driven  to  Cape- 
Cod-Harbour,  where  they  landed  firft  on 
one  of  the  iflands  near  the  cape,  and  after- 
ward on  the  continent,  at  the  place  to  which 
they  gave  the  name  of  Plymouth. 

This  firft  expedition  infpired  numerous 
other  mal-contents  in  England  with  a wiffi 
to  emigrate  to  America.  Accordingly,  in 
1Ô22,  another  colony  palled  over,  and  fet- 
tled at  the  place  now  called  Hingham.  In 
1Ô24  a third,  under  the  conduét  of  Captain 
Wollafton,  eftabliftied  themfelves  at  Brain- 
tree. Among  the  names  of  thefe  firft  fet- 
tlers  is  found  that  of  Thomas  Adams,  anceftor 
of  the  prefent  Vice-Prefident  of  the  United 
States,  who  frill  pofleffes  the  fame  lands 
which  were  at  that  time  granted  to  his 
family.  In  1Ô24,  a fourth  fettlement  was 
formed  at  Cape-Ann.  Finally,  in  1629,  a 
numerous  colony  came  to  Salem,  under  the 
conduit  of  John  Winthrop.  Courage  fe|- 
dom  forfakes  thofe  who  flee  from  perfec- 
tion : and  its  aid  was  highly  neceftary  to 
thefe  firft  fettlers,  to  enable  them  to  endure 
the  privations  and  difficulties  and  obftacles 

of 
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of  every  kind,  which  they  had  to  encounter. 
They  overcame  them  all. 

But  foon  thefe  newrcomers,  who  had 
themfelves  been  the  objeds  of  perfecution, 
became  perfecutors  in  turn.  The  Indians 
had  given  them  a friendly  reception,  had 
aided  them  with  their  means,  had  voluntarily 
granted  them  lands.  The  colonifts  were  not 
content  with  this  : the  newly-arrived  white 
man  fancied  himfelf  entitled  to  the  fupe- 
riority  of  a mailer  over  the  native  Indian  : 
and  oppreffion  foon  began  to  be  exercifed  by 
the  European  fettlers. 

The  Indians,  naturally  kind,  are  alfo  na- 
turally vindiftive.  Reprifals  were  made  on 
their  part  : and  in  Maffachufetts,  as  in  the 
iflands  of  the  gulf  of  Florida,  the  white 
people,  defending  in  a body  the  crimes  of 
fome  individuals  of  their  number,  faw  them- 
lelves  involved  in  open  war  with  their  bener 
faâors,  drove  them  to  as  great  a distance  as 
they  could,  and  thus  commenced  that  ferries 
of  encroachments  which  has  never  iince  been 
difcontinued,  and  of  which  it  is  impoffible  to 
forefee  the  end. 

Their 
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Their  quarrels  with  the  Indians  were  not 
the  only  difputes  that  difturbed  the  peace 
of  thefe  infant  colonies.  Driven,  as  they 
had  been,  from  England  by  the  fpirit  of  in- 
tolerance and  religious  perfecution,  they  fuf- 
fered  the  fame  Ipirit  of  intolerance  and 
religious  perfecution  to  grow  up  among 
themfelves.  Liberty  of  confcience  was  the 
fundamental  condition  of  the  new  fettle - 
ments  : but  the  Prefbyterians,  finding  them- 
felves more  numerous  than  the  other  fefts, 
violated  that  principle  ; thereby  proving  to 
the  world,  that,  like  many  others  before  and 
fince  their  time,  they  wifhed  to  referve  the 
liberty  entirely  to  themfelves — and  that,  al- 
though they  were  enemies  to  all  power 
which  oppreffed  them,  they  were  not  equally 
averfe  to  that  which  enabled  them  to  exer- 
cife  oppreffion  over  others.  The  Quakers 
and  Anabaptifts  were  perfecuted,  impri- 
fbned,  banifhed,  put  to  death.  Some 
members  of  the  community  were  found  to 
profefs  the  tenets  of  the  church  of  Eng- 
land : they  alfo  vyere  perfecuted.  A fchifm 
took  place,  among  the  Prefbyterians,  and 
gave  birth  to  violent  quarrels. 
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The  events  which  difgraced  the  early 
period  of  thefe  colonies  furnifh  an  additional 
proof  of  that  inconteftable  axiom  in  poli- 
tics, that — although  a religion  be  neceflary 
in  every  government,  not  only  for  the  in- 
ternal comfort  of  the  individuals,  but  alio 
the  more  ftrongly  to  attach  them  to  their 
duty  as  citizens — the  worft  of  all  govern- 
ments is  that  in  which  a fÿftem  of  religion 
is  the  main  fpring,  and  which  is  either  con- 
dudted  or  influenced  by  the  minifters  of  that 
religion. 

The  hiftory  of  Maffachufetts  alfo  prefents 
multiplied  inftances  of  that  barbarous  igno- 
rance, which,  united  with  the  fame  fuper- 
ftitious  notions,  has  in  every  part  of  Europe, 
and  particularly  in  England,  put  to  death  fo 
many  pretended  forcerers,  men,  women,  and 
children.  Hutchinfon  relates,  that  in  1692, 
the  governor  and  judges  of  Salem,  being 
highly  exafperated  again  ft  forcerers,  and  find- 
ing no  law  againft  them  in  their  new  code, 
but  wiihing  to  have  their  difpofition  to  fe- 
verity  fandtioned  by  the  opinion  of  the  prieft- 
hood,  applied  to  the  principal  minifters  of 
Bofton  for  their  advice  refpedting  the  fteps  to 

be 
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be  taken  in  thofe  cafes.  He  adds  that  the 
minifters  concluded  their  tedious  and  diffufe 
anfwer  by  the  following  fentence  — “ We 
cannot  but  recommend  to  the  government 
to  adopt  the  moft  fummary  and  vigorous 
modes  of  proceeding,  and  fuch  as  have  been 
found  the  moft  efficacious,  purfuant  to  the 
directions  found  in  the  laws  of  God,  and  in 
the  wholefome  ftatutes  of  the  Englifh  nation, 
for  the  abolition  of  witchcraft.” 

The  new  colonies,  thus  retarded  in  their 
growth  by  thofe  religious  perfections  which 
kept  at  a diftance  or  drove  from  among  them 
often  the  moft  active  and  ufeful  citizens,  had 
moreover  fome  wars  to  fuftain  againft  the 
little  French  colonies  to  the  north  of  Pe- 
nobfcot.  At  length,  the  Indians  being 
driven  to  Canada,  king  William  the  Third 
incorporated  by  charter,  under  the  name  of  the 
Province  of  the  Colonies  or  Mafiachufetts,  all 
the  countries  extending  from  Acadia  and 
Nova-Scotia  to  the  fpot  now  occupied  by 
New-Bedford,  including  the  ifle  of  Nan- 
tucket and  all  other  iflands  within  ten 
leagues  of  the  coaft.  By  this  patent  the  king 
referved  to  himfelf  the  nomination  of  the 
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governor,  deputy-governor,  and  fecretary. 
The  general  affembly,  which  was  authorized 
to  frame  laws  provided  they  were  not  con- 
trary to  thofe  of  England,  was  compofed  of 
the  governor,  the  council,  and  the  reprefen  ta- 
lives,  whofe  number  could  not  exceed  two 
for  each  town  or  village,  and  who  were  re- 
quired to  poffefs  an  annual  income  of  twenty 
(hillings,  or  perfonal  property  to  the  amount 
of  fifty  pounds  fterling.  The  general  affem- 
bly was  empowered  to  eledt  twenty  counfel- 
lors,  viz.  ten  for  the  province  of  Maffachu- 
fetts,  fix  for  that  of  Plymouth,  three  for  that 
of  Maine,  one  for  Sagadahock, and  two  at  its 
own  option.  The  governor  had  a negative 
over  their  proceedings.  The  general  affembly 
nominated  the  judges  in  civil  and  criminal 
caufes  ; fuch  of  the  former  as  exceeded  the 
fum  of  three  hundred  pounds  fterling  were 
removable  by  appeal  to  England.  All  trees 
meafuring  above  twenty-four  inches  in. 
diameter,  which  were  growing  on  the  lands 
>et  unfold,  were  to  be  referved  for  the  ufe 
of  the  royal  navy,  and  all  gold  and  filver 
mines  for  the  treafury.  Such  nearly  was 
the  fyffem  of  government  given  to  the  ftate 

of 
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of  MafTachuietts  by  William  III.  and  which 
continued  till  the  revolution. 

The  new  conflitution  of  Maffachufetts  was 
framed  in  1/80.  The  government,  under 
the  name  of  Commonwealth  or  Republic  of 
Maffachufetts,  exhibits  the  fame  general 
diflribution  that  prevails  in  the  other  fiâtes. 
The  fenate  is  compofed  of  thirty-one  mem- 
bers elected  for  twelve  months  by  the  free- 
holders. The  ftate  is  divided,  for  the  elec^ 
t ion  of  fenators,  into  diflribls,  each  of  which, 
in  proportion  to  the  quota  it  pays  of  the 
general  contribution,  eledls  a greater  or  lef- 
fer  number  of  members,  but  can  in  no  cafe 
nominate  more  than  fix.  With  a view"  to 
this  limitation,  the  legiflature  has  a power 
to  change  the  boundaries  of  the  diftridts,  and 
to  increafe  their  number,  in  proportion  as 
any  confiderable  augmentation  may  have 
taken  place  in  the  property  of  their  inhabi- 
tants. The  diflridis  muff  never  be  fewer 
than  thirteen. — Exclufive  of  the  thirty-one 
fenators  who  fit  in  the  houfe,  'there  are  nine 
others  felefted  by  the  fenate  itfelf  to  con- 
ftitute  the  governor’s  council  ; wherefore  the 
eledlion  of  fenators  in  the  diflrifts  mufl  fur- 
Vql.  Ill,  X nifh 
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nidi  forty  members.  A new  election  is  held 
every  year,  on  the  firft  of  Auguft. 

The  ‘qualifications  requifite  for  a fenator 
are — to  pofifefs,  within  the  ftate,  an  eftate  of 
at  leaf!  three  hundred  pounds’  * value,  or 
perlonal  property  to  the  amount  of  not  lefs 
than  fix  hundred— to  have  been  an  inha- 
bitant of  the  ftate  during  five  years  previous 
to  the  election — and  to  be  an  adtual  refident 
in  the  diftridi  for  which  he  is  chofen.  The 
Sele6t-Men  of  each  town  (a  kind  of  munici- 
pal magiftrates,  of^whom  I fhall  elfewhere 
have  occafion  to  Ipeak)  prefide  at  thefe  elec- 
tions, count  the  votes,  which  are  given  in 
writing,  and  fend  them  to  the  fecretary  of 
ftate,  who  with  the  governor  and  five  coun- 
fellors  examine  them,  and  convoke  the  fena- 
tors  eledl  for  the  day  of  their  meeting. 

The  houfe  of  reprefentatives  confifts  of  one 
member  from  each  town  or  townfhip  con- 
taining a hundred  and  fifty  inhabitants  who 
pay  taxes— of  two  for  three  hundred — three 

* The  dollar  in  New-England  pafles  for  fix  {hillings; 
confequently  the  pound  is  equivalent  to  three  dollars  and 
©ne  third. 
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for  fix  hundred — and  thus  in  the  progreffion 
of  an  additional  member  for  each  Surplus  of 
two  hundred  and  twenty-five  taxable  inha- 
bitants. The  conditions  required  to  quality 
for  a feat  in  the  hoirie  of  reprefentatives  are — ■ 
that  the  candidate  have  lived  in  the  town  Ship 
for  one  year  immediately  preceding  the  time 
of  election,  and  that  he  pofiefs  an  eftate  of  a 
hundred  pounds’  value,  or  property  of  another 
description  to  the  amount  of  two  hundred. 

The  governor  is  annually  elected  in  the 
beginning  of  April,  in  the  fame  manner  as 
the  lenators.  The  votes  are  feat  by  the 
Seleft-Men  to  the  fheriff.of  the  county,  and 
by  him  forwarded  to  the  two  branches  of  the 
legiilature  in  conjunction,  who  declare  as 
governor  the  candidate  who  has^the  majority 
of  votes.  If  none  of  the  candidates  has  a 
majority,  the  houfe  of  reprefentatives  choofe 
two  by  ballot  from  the  four  who  have  the 
greateft  numbers  ; and  the  fenate,  in  the 
fame  mode,  eledt  one  of  the  two  voted  by 
the  reprefentatives,  The  qualifications  for 
governor  and  deputy-governor  are  the  fame, 
viz.  a refidence  of  at  leafc  feven  years  in 
the  ftate,  and  property  to  the  amount  of 
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four  thoufand  pounds*  or  thirteen  thoufand 
three  hundred  and  thirty-three  dollars. 

An  indifpenfable  qualification  for  all  public 
fun&ions  in  the  flate  of  Maffachufetts  is  the 
profeffion  of  the  Chriftian  religion. 

The  nine  members  who  compofe  the  go- 
vernor’s council  are  chofen  from  among:  the 
fenators  by  the  joint  votes  of  both  houfes 
given  by  ballot. 

The  fecretary  of  flate,  the  treafurer,  the 
receiver-general,  the  commifiary-general,  the 
public  notaries,  and  the  officers  of  the  port, 
are  annually  chofen  by  the  two  houfes  in 
conjunction.  The  treafurer  and  the  receiver- 
general  cannot  be  continued  in  office  above 
five  years. 

The  qualifications  for  an  elefltor  are  con- 
fined to  refidence  in  the  flate,  and  an  income 
of  ten  dollars,  or  a real  property  of  the 
value  of  two  hundred. 

The  governor  is  commander  in  chief  of 
the  fea  and  land  forces  : and  the  conftitu- 
tion  arms  him  tvith  fufficient  authority  in 
cafe  of  hoftile  attack  or  domeftic  diflur- 
bance.  He  nominates  all  the  officers  of 
jufiice,  the  attorney-general  of  the  flate, 

all 
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all  the  file  riffs,  and  coroners  : and  he  can, 
with  the  advice  of  his  council,  pardon  a con-* 
demned  criminal,  except  in  cafes  of  impeach- 
ment or  treafon. 

His  refufal  (accompanied  by  His  reafons 
for  refufing)  to  fanâion  a law  paffed  by  the 
two  houles,  renders  it  neceffary  to  re-con- 
fider  fuch  law,  which,  to  do  away  this  kind 
of  fufpenfive  negative,  imift  now  be  fupported 
by  a majority  of  two  thirds  in  each  houfe. 

The  officers  of  militia  are  elected  either 

* 

by  the  privates  or  by  the  officers,  according 
to  the  importance  of  their  grade. 

All  the  powers  of  the  officers  of  juftice, 
of  what  kind  foever,  are  confined  in  dura- 
tion to  feven  years. 

This  conftitution  is  preceded  by  a long 
declaration  of  rights,  which  difcovers  neither 
that  precifion  nor  that  generality  of  princi- 
ples which  feem  to  be  required  in  an  aâ  of 
this  nature.  It  fpeaks,  for  inflance,  of  the 
right  poffeffed  by  the  people  of  the  republic 
to  lay  taxes  for  the  fupport  of  public  worfhip 
and  fchoois,  to  infpeft  t.hofe  fchools,  &c. 
particulars  very  proper  indeed  to  be  inferted 
in  a law,  but  which  cannot  be  thruft  into  a 
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declaration  of  rights  except  by  clerical  influ- 
ence. 

• By  virtue  of  this  article,  every  citizen  of 
the  ftate  of  Mafiachufetts  is  fubjeét  to  the 
payment  of  a tax  for  the  lupport  of  a religion 
of  fome  kind.  He  is  perfectly  un  reft  rained 
in  his  choice  : but  when  the  number  of  thofe 
iii  a townfhip  who  with  to  praétife  the  fame 
religion  is  not  fufficient  for  the  maintenance 
of  a minifter  of  their  fe<?r,  or  there  is  no 
worfhip  of  the  fame  kind  in  the  neighbouring 
townfhips,  the  tax  is  neverthelefs  demanded  : 
the  inhabitant,  however,  has  the  liberty  of 
choofing  to  which  of  the  religions  followed 
in  his  neighbourhood  he  will  prefer  that  his 
payment  be  applied.  This  tax  is  generally 
very  moderate.  It  is  regulated  on  the  fame 
principles  as  all  thofe  payable  to  the  ftate. 
In  the  great  towns  it  is  commonly  not 
demanded  ; and  the  income  of  the  clergy 
in  thofe  places  arifes  chiefly  from  the  let- 
ting of  the  feats  in  the  churches.  No  perfon 
is  compelled  to  hire  a feat  : but  the  fpirit  of 
devotion  which  is  pretty  general  through  the 
ftate,  a refpedl  for.  religion,  and  a deference 
to  the  law  which  makes  it  a point  of  the  con- 
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ftitution,  difpofes  each  perfon  to  hire  them  : 
and  no  fooner  is  a pew  refigned  by  one  fa- 
mily, than  it  is  engaged  by  another. 

The  nomination  of  the  electors  who  are 
to  choofe  the  prefident  and  vicer-prefident  of 
the  United  States  is  made  in  Maffachufetts 
by  the  fame  elediors  who  nominate  the  re- 
prefentatives  to  fit  in  congrefs  ; and  each 
diftrid:  furnifhes  one.  The  two,  who  are 
to  be  named  in  addition,  to  complete  the 
number  of  fixteen,  which  conftitutes  the  re- 
prefentation  of  the  ftate  in  Congrefs  (viz,, 
fourteen  reprefentatives  and  two  fenators), 
are  nominated  by  the  legiflature. 

The  Seled>Men  of  each  townfhip  prefide 
at  thefe  elections,  as  at  all  others.  Thefe 
are  men  chofen  by  each  townfhip,  to  con- 
dud:  its  public  bufinefs.  They  have  the 
management  of  the  property  of  the  town- 
fhip when  it  poffeffes  any  : they  are  overfeers 
of  the  poor,  of  the  fchools,  of  the  roads: 
they  fummon  meetings  of  the  inhabitants 
when  they  think  them  neceffary.  They 
receive  no  falary  except  for  the  days  when 
they  are  employed  abroad  in  tranfadhig  the 
affairs  of  the  townfhip;  and  then  the  re- 
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muneration  is  a dollar  and  half  per  day. 
They  are  elected  only  for  one  year,  but 
are  o ten  continued  during  life.  The  choice 
for  Seledt-Men  generally  falls  on  perlons  of 
the  beft  reputation,  and  beft  qualified  for  the 
management  of  bufinefs  ; and  the  office  con- 
fers on  its  poffeffor  a confiderable  ffiare  of 
refpedlability  and  influence.  This  kind  of 
patriarchal  magiftracy,  which  is  common  to 
all  New-Englancf,  was  eftablifhed  by  the.firft 
coloilifts  who  arrived  from  Old  England,  and 
has  been  fince  continued  in  uninterrupted 
fucceffion. 

EXPORTS,  IMPORTS,  AND  NAVIGA- 
TION, OF  THE  PORT  OF  BOSTON. 

In  fpeaking  laid  year  of  the  tonnage  of  the. 
port  of  Bofton,I  omitted,  for  want  of  {Efficient 
information,  to  Rate  the  amount  of  the  ex- 
ports, In.  the  year  1791,  they  amounted' 
to  one  million  one  hundred  and  fifty-nine 
thoufand  and  four  dollars— in  1 7Q2,  to  one 
million  three  hundred  and  fifty-five  thoufand 
and  thirty-eight— in  1793,  to  one  million 
eight  hundred  and  thirty-four  thoufand  five 

hundred 
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hundred  and  furty- — *i n 1 794,  to  two  mil- 
lions five  hundred  and  thirty-four  thoufand 
two  hundred  and  three — in  1/9*5,  to  four 
millions  two  hundred  and  fifty-five  thoufand 
fix  hundred  and  eighty-  eight — Mid,  for  the 
firft  quarter  of  the  prefent  year  179Ô,  to  one 
million  two  hundred  and  twenty-fix  thoufand 
fix  hundred  and  twenty-five.  The  increafe  in 
the  value  of  the  exports  is  lefs  attributable  at 
Bofton  than  elfe  where  to  the  rife  in  the  price 
of  produce  : for,  if  we  except  fait  fifh,  which 
Bofton  exports  in  abundance,  and  of  which 
the  price  has  confiderably  increafçd  within 
the  laft  three  years,  no  rife  has  taken  place 
on  the  produce  of  the  country,  fuch  as  beef, 
fait  pork,  pot-afh,  timber  ; and  the  commo- 
dities from  the  Weft-Indies,  which  the  trade 
of  Bofton  re-exports  in  large  quantities,  have 
rifen  very  little  within  the  laft  three  or  four 
vears. 

j 

With  refpecft  to  the  flour  which  the  Bofton 
veffels  export,  very  little  of  it  is  furnifhed  by 
Bofton  itfelf  ; it  is  derived  from  the  fouthern 
ftates:  and  whatever  quantity  of  it  is  brought 
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to  Bofton  for  re-exportation,  is  never  taken 
except  to  complete  the  aftbrtment  of  a 
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cargo,  and  confe^uentl^  is  not  very  consider- 
able. 

The  duties  on  imports  paid  at  the  port  of 
Bofton  were,  in  1/93,  fix  hundred  and 
ninety-fix  thoufand  nine  hundred  and  forty 
dollars— in  1794,  one  million  five  thoufand 
four  hundred  and  fev-en— in  1795,  one  mil- 
lion four  hundred  and  eighty  thoufand  fix 
hundred  and  five — and,  in  the  firft  two 
quarters  of  1796,  feven  hundred  and  eighty- 
feven  thoufand  fix  hundred  and  forty-eight. 
The  facility  with  which  thefe  general  ftate- 
ments  are  procured  from  the  cuftom-houfe 
books  induced  me  to  copy  them  here,  al- 
though I am  aware  that  no  conclufion  can 
be  drawn  from  them  refpedting  the  importa- 
tions of  the  different  articles,  fince  each  is 
fuhjedl  to.  its  own  particular  duty,  fome  pay- 
ing five  per  cent,  others  ten,  fifteen,  &c. — * 
and  that  the  draw-backs  are  not  deducted 
from  thefe  films  total  of  the  receipts. 

I have  learned  alfo,  that,  in  174-9?  the 
number  of  vefiels  that  made  their  entry  in 
the  port  was  four  hundred  and  eighty-nine  : 
in  1773,  it  was  five  hundred  and  feven  teen  : 
in  1793,  the  number  of  thofe  from  foreign 
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parts  alone  amounted  to  four  hundred  and 
four,  of  which  forty  were  three- mailed 
veflels- — in  17Q4,  to  four  hundred  and  fixty- 
four,  of  which  feventy-eight  were  three- 
mailed — and  in  1/Q5,  to  eight  hundred  and 
twenty-five,  of  which  ninetv-fix  were  three- 
mailed.  Six  hundred  and  feven  ve  fiels,  of 
which  leventy-five  were  three-mailed,  failed 
from  this  port  during  the  fame  year  1705,  on 
the  foreign  trade  alone. 

The  produce  of  a part  of  Connedicut,  of 
New  - Ha  m pilai  re , of  Vermont,  fupplies  the 
trade  of  Boilon,  together  with  the  exchange 
of  the  European  articles  necefiary  to  thole 
countries.  Thefe  advantages  are  in  a greater 
or  a leffer  degree  participated  by  the  other 
fea-ports  of  the  ilate  of  Mafiachuietts.  No 
other  part  of  the  Union  can  produce  a fet 
of  men  fo  adive,  fo  induilrious,  fo  enter- 
prizing  in  navigation,  as  the  people  of  this 
ilate.  During  my  ilay  at  Boilon,  two  vefiels? 
a ihip  and  a large  , brig,  failed  for  Nootka- 
Sound  and  China,  and  two  others  are  pre- 
paring to  fail  on  a fimilar  voyage. 
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BANKS. 

There  are  at  prefent  in  this  ftate  three 
banks  at  Bofton,  one  at  Salem,  and  one  at 
Newbury-Port.  Thefe  banks,  eftabliflied  on 
the  fame  principles  as  every  other  in  Ame- 
rica, are  ail,  except  that  of  Salem,  incor- 
porated by  ads  of  the  legiflature.  They  dif- 
count  notes  endorfed  with  two  good  names, 
at  one  half  per  cent  per  month.  The  faci- 
lity Blown  in  this  particular  by  the  diredors 
of  thofe  banks  has  great  influence  on  the 
commercial  tranfadions  carried  on  in  the 

ftate. 

/ 

The  bank  of  Mafiachufetts  has  exifted  at 
Bofton  fince  the  year  1784.  Its  charter 
prefcribes  no  limited  term  for  its  duration. 
Eight  hundred  fhares,  at  five  hundred  dollars 
each,  conftitute  for  it  a capital  of  four  hundred 
thoufand  dollars,  which  has  greatly  increafed 
fince  its  firft  eftablifhment.  The  dividends 
on  thole  fhares  are  from  eight  to  nine  per 
cent,  and  the  price  of  its  flock  is  only  one 
fifth  more  than  the- original  value. 

The  bank  of  the  United  States  has  a branch 

at 
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at  Bofton,  eftablifted  in  17Q2.  The  public 
is  unacquainted  with  its  capital,  which  is 
regulated  at  difcretion  by  the  bank  eftab- 
lifted  in  Philadelphia  : but  it  is  thought  to 
be  five  hundred  thoufand  dollar?.  As  it  is 
a dependency  of  the  bank  of  the  United 
States^  it  might  receive  affiftance  from  that 
quarter  in  cafe  of  need.  It  yields  the  fame 
dividends  as  the  bank  of  Maffachufetts  ; and 
the  price  of  its  ftares,  which,  as  in  all  the 
other  branches,  was  originally  four  hundred 
dollars,  is  now  five  hundred. 

The  bank  known  by  the  name  of  the 
Union  Bank  is  the  third  of  thofe  eftablifted 
in  Bofton.  It  was  ereâed  in  1793,  and  its 
charter  is  for  ten  years.  A hundred  thoufand 
ftares,  at  eight  dollars  each,  form  for  it  a 
capital  of  eight  hundred  thoufand  dollars. 
It  alfo  yields  a dividend  of  eight  or  nine  per 
cent,  and  the  price  of  its  ftares  has  rifen  to 
nine  dollars  and  half.  This  bank  is  bound 
to  accommodate  the  ftate  with  a loan  of  a 
hundred  thoufand  dollars  at  five  per  cent, 
whenever  called  upon  for  that  purpofe  : but 
its  loans  are  never  to  exceed  that  fum. 

The  bank  of  Salem,  which  bears  the  ap- 
pellation 
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pellation  of  the  Eflex  Bank,  not  being  in- 
corporated, the  amount  of  its  capital  is  a 
fecret  : but  it  is  known  to  be  in  a flourifliing 
ftate. 

The  banks  of  Nantucket  and  of  Merri- 
mack, or  of  Newbury-Port,  incorporated  in 
I7Q5,  are  eftablifhed  for  the  private  con- 
venience of  the  trade  of  thofe  places.  The 
capital  of  the  former  is  forty  thoufand  dollars 
—that  of  the  latter,  feventy-five  thoufand. 
They  do  not  yet  yield  any  dividend.  The 
price  of  their  flock  has  not  varied  : the 
fhares  are  a hundred  dollars  each. 

An  examination  of  this  fketch  of  the  ftate 
of  the  banks  in  Mafifachufetts  difcovers  a 
capital  of  above  two  millions  of  dollars 
among  them  all  : and,  as  the  intereft  on  dis- 
counts is  fix  per  cent,  and  the  dividends  only 
eight  or  nine,  the  refult  mu  ft  be  a circula- 
tion of  cafti  or  credit  to  the  amount  of  at 
leaft  three  millions  of  dollars,  which  extends 
to  the  neighbouring  ftates  in  a proportion 
depending  on  their  trade,  and  which  it  is 
difficult  to  afcertain,  but  which  is  eftimated 
at  between  fix  and  feven  hundred  thoufand 
dollars. 
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Several  other  banks  are  about  to  be  eftab- 
liflied  in  this  ftate,  where  the  avidity  and 
enterprizing  fpirit  of  commercial  men,  and 
the  general  eagernels  to  embark  in  trade, 
make  people  overlook  the  danger  of  being 
driven  by  the  exceffive  number  of-  fuch  in- 
ftitutions  to  an  exteiifion  of  commerce  dift» 
proportioned  to  the  capitals  employed* 

PUBLIC  SCHOOLS. 

One  of  the  moft  remarkable  laws  of  the 
ftate  of  Maffachufetts  is  that  which  ordains 
the  eftablilhment  of  fchools  for  gratuitous 
inftrudtion.  It  was  ënaéled  in  June  1789. 
I (lightly  mentioned  it  in  my  journal  of  laft 
year  : but  it  deferves  to  be  more  particularly 
noticed  in  detail.  Its  principal  articles  are  as 
follow — • 

1°.  Each  town  or  townftiip  containing 
fifty  families  or  houfesis  bound  to  provide  a 
fchool-mafter  of  good  cha  radier  to  inftrudt 
the  children  in  the  Englifh  language,  reading, 
writing,  arithmetic,  orthography,  and  the 
principles  of  good  moral  condudt.  This 
fchool  is  to  be  open  fix  months  in  the  year. 

The 
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The  towns  or  townfhips  of  a hundred  fa- 
milies are  to  have  fchools  of  the  fame  kind, 
which  are  to  be  open  during  the  whole  year. 

Thofe  of  a hundred  and  fifty  families  are 
to  have  two  fchools,  one  for  twelve  months 
and  one  for  fix. 

Thofe  of  two  hundred  families  or  more 
are  bound,  in  addition  to  thefe  fchools,  to 
fupport  one,  under  the  name  of  a grammar- 
fchool,  in  which  the  Greek,  Latin,  and 
Engiifh  languages  are  to  be  taught  gramma- 
tically. Children  who  cannot  read  are  not 
to  be  fent  to  the  grammar-fchool. — The 
houfes  being  often  widely  fcattered  over  the 
country,  the  inhabitants  of  the  towns,  in 
public  aflembly,  have  the  power  of  deter- 
mining; the  bounds  of  the  fchool- diftricts. 

2°.  An  injunâion  is  laid  on  the  inftrudlors 
of  youth,  from  thole  in  the  univerfity  at  Cam- 
bridge down  to  jthofe  in  the  lowed:  fchools, 
to  imprefs  the  minds  of  their  pupils  with 
u the  principles  of  piety,  juftice,  fincerity, 
love  of  their  country,  frugality,  induftry,  at- 
tachment to  the  federal  conftitution  and  that 
of  the  ftate,”  &c.  . The  minifters  of  religion 
and  the  Select-Men  are  bound  to  do  every 

thing 
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thing  in  their  power  to  induce  the  children 
to  attend  the  fchools. 

3°.  No  applicant  for  the  office  of  teacher 
in  the  gram  mar» fchools  can  be  admitted  to 
enter  his  name  on  the  lift  of  candidates, 
unle-fs  provided  with  a certificate  figned  by 
two  clergymen  attefting  that  he  is  capable 
of  teaching  the  Greek  and  Latin,  and  that 
he  is  a man  of  good  morals.  This  latter 
part  of  the  certificate  may  be  given  by  the 
Seleâ-Men. 

The  mafters  of  the  firft- mentioned  fchools 
•cannot  be  chofen  without  producing  a certi- 
ficate from  the  SeledLMen,  or  from  the  com- 
mittee appointed  for  the  mfpedlion  of  the 
fchools,  or  from  a clergyman. 

Whoever  fhould  keep  a fchool  without 
complying  with  thefe  conditions,  would  [be 
condemned  to  pay  a fine  of  twenty  pounds, 
or  fixty-fix  dollars  and  two-thirds— -one  half 
for  the  benefit  of  the  fchool,  the  other  to  be 
given  to  the  poor, 

4°.  The  fchools  are  to  be  fupported  by  a 
rate  levied  on  the  inhabitants  of  the  diftridts 
where  they  are  -eftablifhed.  Theft  .rates  are 
Vom  III.  Y impofed 
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impofed  by  the  annual  town-meetings  on 
the  taxable  property  within  their  territory. 

5°.  Such  towns  as  fhould  negleft  to  fup- 
port  fchools  in  conformity  to  the  conditions 
prefcribed  by  the  firft  articles  of  this  law. 
Would  befubjeâed  to  the  following  fines,  viz. 
thofe  of  fifty  families  would  be  condemned 
to  pay  thirty-three  dollars — thofe  of  a hun- 
dred families,  fixty-fix  dollars— thofe  of  a 
hundred  and  fifty  families,  a hundred  dol- 
lars. Thefe  fines  are  ordered  by  the  fupreme 
court  of  the  ftate,  or  by  the  general  court, 
on  complaint  laid  before  them.  They  are 
to  be  paid  into  the  ftate-treafury,  to  be  ap- 
plied to  the  relief  of  thofe  fchools  in  the 
fame  county  which  may  ftand  in  need  of 
fuch  aid.  The  grand  juries  are  to  enforce 
the  payment. 

This  law  is  tolerably  well  executed,  and 
the  mafters  are  in  general  qualified  to  give 
the  inftruétion  expected  of  them.  In  fome 
townfhips,  however,  fymptoms  of  negligence 
are  difcoverable  ; inftead  of  mafters,  in- 
different miftreffes  are  employed  ; in  fome 
places,  mafters  wholly  unqualified  ; in  others, 
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none  at  all  : but  thele  inflances  are  rare. 
The  fault  lies  with  the  Select-Men,  who 
do  not  exert  themfelves  to  enforce  the  law, 
to  which  moreover  every  inhabitant  has  a 
right  to  appeal.  The  falaries  of  the  mailers 
in  the  lower  Ichools  are  from  twelve  to 
eighteen  dollars  per  month  : in  the  gram* 
mar-fchools,  the  teachers  receive  from 
twenty-five  to  thirty-live. 

It  is  painful  to  obferve  that  in  nolle  of 
thefe  fchools  is  the  hillory  of  the  late  revo- 
lution taught  ; that  the  youth  are  not 
informed  either  of  its  caufes,  or  of  the  im- 
portant events  which  have  been  its  confe- 
quences  ; that  they  are  not  made  acquainted 
with  the  names  of  thofe  who,  by  their  coun- 
fels,  their  fervices,  their  blood,  have,  in  the 
mid  ft  of  fo  many  dangers  and  efpecially  fa 
many  obftacles,  erefted  or  fupported  that 
independence  which  the  country  now  en- 
joys. This,  neverthelefs,  would  be  the  mod 
effectual  mode  of  perpetuating  in  the  breafts 
of  the  rifing  generation  the  love  of  liberty, 
which,  among  a free  people  and  particularly 
a people  recently  become  free,  is  the  grand 
bafis  of  public,  and  one  of  the  principal  bales 
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of  private,  morality.  But  the  love  of  liberty 
is  feebly  felt  in  the  towng  : and  it  is  the  in- 
habitants of  the  towns,  or  thofe  whofe  chief 
concerns  are  centred  in  the  towns,  who 
compofe  the  legiflatures,  hold  all  the  public 
offices,  and  have  a general  influence  over  the 
government.  The  love  of  gain  is  the  paffion 
\vhich  predominates  over  every  other  ; it. 
prevents  the  mind  from  indulging  in  more 
liberal  conceptions  : and  if  any  man  were 
to  fuggeft  to  them  the  idea  of  a courfe  of  in- 
ft ruction  fa  beneficial  to  the  caufe  of  liberty, 
their  calculations  would  no  doubt  impel  them 
to  rejeft  it  : for  that  kind  of  inftruélion 
would,  by  the  remembrance  which  it  would 
prêferve  of  paft  events,  ftill  tend  to  fofter  in 
the  minds  of  the  Americans  an  unfavourable 
difpofition  toward  England  ; -and  it  is  from 
England  chiefly  that  thofe  gentlemen  expeét 
the  means  of  making  their  fortunes. 

The  fame  fpirit  of  apathy  for  liberty  and 
of  propenfity  to  England  procraftinates  the 
erection  of  the  intended  monuments  in  the 
different  places  where  the  arms  of  America 
gained  important  advantages  over  thole  of 
Britain»  Neverthelefs  the  bulk  of  the  na- 
tion, 
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tion,  all  thofe  who  are  not  inhabitants  of 
the  towns,  are  proud,  and  even  jealous,  of 
their  liberty.  I fhall  in  another  place  have 
occaiion  to  fpeak  with  greater  particularity 
of  this  ftate  of  things,  and  of  its  confequences. 

ABOLITION  OF  SLAVERY. 

There  are  no  fiaves  in  the  commonwealth 
of  Maffachufetts  ; and  this  is  the  only  Rate 
in  the  Union  that  is  entirely  exempt  from 
the  difgrace  of  flavery.  It  is  not  uninte- 
refting  to  give  the  particulars  of  the  manner 
in  which  it  was  abolifhed. 

No  antecedent  law  of  New-England  had 
pofitively  afferted  the  exiftence  of  flavery, 
which  neverthelefs  prevailed  under  the 
lanétion  of  cuftom  and  public  opinion.  Se- 
veral laws  indeed  feemed  to  prefuppofe  it, 
inafmuch  as  they  authorized  the  reclaim-* 
ing  of  negroes  who  quitted  their  mailers, 
enjoined  the  neceffity  of  reftoring  them,  and 
prohibited  the  intermarriage  of  blacks  with 
free  people.  Still  however  no  law  had  ex- 
prefsly  enabled  the  eftablifhment  of  flavery  : 
and  feveral  çaufes  between  mailers  and  ne- 
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groes  on  fubjeéts  relating  to  flavery  had  been 
decided  in  favour  of  the  latter. 

The  new  conftitution  of  Maflachufetts, 
like  thofe  of  all  the  other  ftates,  declared 
an  equality  of  rights  for  all  men.  In  1/81, 
fome  negroes,  prompted  by  private  fuggeftion, 
maintained  that  they  were  not  (laves  : they 
found  advocates,  among  whom  was  Mr. 
Sedgwick,  now  a member  of  the  fenate  of 
the  United  States  ; and  the  caufe  was  carried 
before  the  fupreme  court.  Their  counfel 
pleaded,  1°.  That  no  antecedent  law  had 
eftablifhed  flavery,  and  that  the  laws  which 
feemed  to  fuppofe  it  were  the  offspring  of 
error  in  the  legiflators,  who  had  no  authority 
to  enadt  them  : — 2°.  That  fuch  laws,  even 
if  they  had  exifted,  were  annulled  by  the 
new  conftitution. 

They  gained  the  caufe  under  both  afpefts  : 
and  the  folution  of  this  firft  queftion  that  was 
brought  forward  fet  the  negroes  entirely  at 
liberty^  and  at  the  fame  time  precluded  their 
pretended  owners  from  all  claim  to  indem- 
nification, fince  they  were  proved  to  have 
poflefled  and  held  them  in  flavery  without 
any  right.  As  there  were  only  few  (laves  in 
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Maffachufetts,  the  decifion  pa'fled  without 
opposition,  and  banifhed  all  further  idea  of 
flavery. 

Under  Similar  laws  and  in  fimi)ar  circum- 
ftances,  different  décidons  were  given  in 
Conne&icut,  Rhode-Ifland,  and  even  New- 
Hampfhire.  But  the  profperity  and  tran- 
quillity of  Maffachufetts,  which  has  expe- 
rienced no  difagreeable  confequences  from 
that  general  liberty,  will,  to  the  eyes  of  every 
rational  and  benevolent  obferver,  afford  Suf- 
ficient ground  for  condemnation  of  the  other 
States  of  New-England  who  haye  not  imi- 
tated fo  glorious  an  example. 

It  is  to  be  obferved,  that,  in  1/78,  the 
general  cenfus  of  Maffachufetts  included 
eighteen  thoufand  flaves,  whereas  the  fub- 
f^quent  cenfus  of  1790  exhibits  only  fix 
thoufand  blacks.  It  appears  from  the  moft 
minute  information  that  I have  been  able 
to  acquire,  that  a great  proportion  of  the 
emancipated  negroes  went  to  the  towns, 
where,  making  an  indifereet  ufe  of  their 
newly-acquired  liberty,  many  of  them  ad- 
dicted themfelves  to  the  intemperate  ufe  of 
Spirituous  liquors,  and  died  iq  con  Sequence  ♦ 
Y 4 others 
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others engaged  as  Sailors,  even  on  board 
foreign  fhrps.  The  generality  of  thofe  who 
have  not  disappeared  are  Servants  : Some  are 
tradefmen,  or  even  farmers  ; and  a pretty 
large  number,  if  we  confide?  the  bad  edu- 
cation of  that  ciafs  of  men  and  the  habits 
of  Haver y,  live  in  the  enjoyment  of  a com- 
fortable independence.  The  individuals  of 
their  colour  have  not  fallen  under  the  lafh 
of  juft  ice  in  any  greater  proportion  than  the 
whites. 

From  thefe  well- authenticated  fads  refults 
a convincing  proof  that  the  negroes,  as  well 
as  the  white  men,  are  capable  of  living  honeft 
and  free  ; but  that  thofe  nations  which  are 
So  unfortunate  as  to  poffefs  great  numbers  of 
flaves,  ought,  by  Some  previous  education,  to, 
prepare  them  for,  and  furnifh  them  with  the 
means  of  making  an  advantageous  ufe  of, 
their  liberty., 

Slaves  froto  other  ftates,  taking  fhelter  in 
Maffachufetts,  may  be  reclaimed.  But  the 
general  fe life  of  the  people  is  fo  decidedly  ad- 
verfe  to  ftavery,  that  it  would  be  very  rare 
if  thofe  fugitive  fla.ves  did  not  find  means  to 
«efçape  from  theft  owners’  purfuit. 

PUBLIC 
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PUBLIC  DEBT. 

That  part  of  the  debt  of  the  ftate  of 
Maflachufetts  for  which  the  Union  did  not 
undertake  to  be  refponfible  amounted  to  two 
millions  fix  hundred  and  ninety-eight  thou- 
fand  two  hundred  and  eighty  dollars.  In 
1 7Q4  the  legiflature  ordered  a loan  in  which 
every  kind  of  paper  iflued  by  the  ftate  was 
receivable.  They  confolidated  the  debts  due 
for  the  pay  of  the  troops  during  the  war  and 
for  the  purchafe  of  provifions,  by  notes  bear- 
ing an  intereft  of  five  per  cent  : they  in- 
creafed  the  taxes  to  pay  the  intereft;  of  this 
confolidated  debt,  and  provided  that  the  fums 
due  for  ftate  lands  already  fold,  as  well  as  the 
moneys  arifing  from  future  tales,  fliould  be 
appropriated  to  the  payment  of  the  capital. 

The  prefent  debt  of  the  ftate  is  two  mil- 
lions three  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars, 
which,  at  five  per  cent,  pay  a yearly  intereft; 
of  a hundred  and  feventeen  thousand  five 
hundred  dollars.  The  annual  expençes  of 
government  amount  to  one  hundred  and 
twenty  thoufand  dollars.  To  meet  thefe 

demands, 
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demands,  the  government  has  an  intereft  of 
thirty  thoufand  dollars  accruing  from  moneys 
depofited  in  the  bank  of  the  United  States, 
and  fifty-feven  thoufand  five  hundred  and 
eighteen  dollars  paid  by  the  treafurer  of  the 
Union  as  intereft  on  the  debt  of  the  United 
States.  To  thefe  fums  it  adds  a hundred  and 
forty-nine  thoufand  fix  hundred  and  twenty-, 
two  dollars  arifing  from  taxes. 

The  produce  of  the  fales  of  land  belong- 
ing to  the  ftate  is  lodged  in  the  hands  of 
commiflioners,  to  be  applied  to  the  extinction 
of  the  ftate  debt,  of  which  three  hundred 
thoufand  dollars  have  already  been  redeemed 
in  that  manner.-r-The  town  and  county  taxes 
rife  much  more  rapidly  than  thole  impofecj, 
by  the  ftate. 

PUBLIC  REVENUES. 

The  ftate-taxes  bear  upon  every  kind  of 
property,  even  upon  uncultivated  lands.  A 
new  valuation  of  property  is  to  take  place 
every  ten  years.  With  this  view,  the  afifeffors 
of  the  different  townfhips  annually  fend  to 
the  fecretary  of  ftate  a fchedule  of  all  terri- 
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torial  property,  with  all  the  details  neceffary 
to  fhew  of  what  nature  it  is,  and  in  what 
ftate  of  cultivation  : 2dly,  a ftatement  of  all 
the  kinds  of  property,  houles,  fums  embarked 
in  commerce,  fums  depofited  in  the  banks, 
even  ready  money,  and  furniture  of  every 
kind  : 3dly,  a lift  of  all  the  inhabitants  above 
the  age  of  tixteen  years. 

This  information  refpeding  the  different 
fpecies  of  property  has  for  its  objed  the  pro- 
curement of  as  exad  a knowledge  as  poffible 
of  the  wealth  and  income  of  the  entire  ftate, 
and  a clue  to  ferve  as  a guide  in  apportion- 
ing the  taxes  among  the  different  counties 
and  townfhips.  Proprietors  refilling  to  deliver 
in  a written  lift  of  their  taxable  property  are 
fubjed  to  an  arbitrary  valuation  by  the  affef- 
lors.  The  laft  general  valuation,  made  in 
1 7Q2,  exhibited  a mais  of  taxable  property 
to  the  amount  of  nine  hundred  and  thirty- 

j 

leven  thoufand  fix  hundred  and  ninety-eight 
pounds,  Maffachufetts  currency,  or  three  mil- 
lions one  hundred  and  twenty-five  thoufand 
fix  hundred  and  fixty  dollars.  In  this  valua- 
tion all  fpecies  of  property  are  rated  at  fix 
per  cent  on  their  fuppofed  real  value,  except 

uncultivated 
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uncultivated  lands,  which  are  only  rated  at. 
two  and  by  it  the  taxes  of  the  different 
townfhips  are  apportioned  in  the  ratio  of  fo 
much  for  every  thoufand  pounds,  and  the 
individual  quotas  are  regulated  in  the  fame 
proportion. 

In  this  apportionment  is. included  the  poll- 
tax,  which  is  only  a halfpenny  for  each  perfon 
liable  to  the  tax.  The  number  of  thefe  was, 
in  1792,  found  to  be  a hundred  and  fix  thou- 
fand one  hundred  and  fixty-feven.  The  ftate- 
treafurer  fends  to  the  different  towns  a fche- 
dule  of  the  fums  to  be  levied  in  each  for  the 
ufe  of  the  flate  ; and  the  taxes,  thus  appor- 
tioned, are  to  be  affeifed  on  the  individual 
inhabitants  by  affeffors  chofen  in  each  town, 
or,  in  default  of  them,  by  the  Seled-Men. 
If  the  duty  were  not  performed  by  either,  the 
court  of  juftices  of  the  peace  would  appoint 
affeffors  who  would  affefs  on  the  town  guilty 
of  fuch  rieglefit  an  additional  rate,  from  one' 
hundred  dollars  to  three  hundred  and  thirty- 
three  and  two  thirds.  The  affeffors  chofen 
by  the  towns  receive  four  fhiliings  per  day, 
thofe  nominated  by  the  juftices,  ten.  The 
affeffors  charge  the  ■ town-collectors  with  the 

levying 
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levying  of  thefe  taxes  ; and  the  latter  are 
bound,  within  a given  term,  to  pay  the 
amount  into  the  hands  of  the  town-treafurer. 
If  the  taxes  be  not  paid  within  the  fpace  of 
five  months,  the  ftate-treaturer  fends  an 
order  to  the  fheriff  to  enforce  payment  by 
felling  a fufficient  quantity  of  the  property 
belonging  to  the  town  in  arrear.  Meaqs 
are  provided  by  the  law  to  inline  the  col- 
lection, and  to  punifli  neglect,  of  whatever 
kind  or  degree,  either  in  the  officers,  or  in  the 
perfons  failing  to  make  payment.  The 
general  court  of  juftices  of  the  peace  can 
give  red  refs  in  cafes  of  over-charge.  The 
collectors  are  nominated  by  the  towns:  in 
default  of  collectors,  the  taxes  are  levied  by 
the  conftables,  or,  in  default  of  conftables,  by 
the  flic  riff.  The  towns  agree  with  the  col- 
le étors  refpecting  the  rate  of  commiftion 
allowed  to  them  for  the  levying  of  the  taxes  : 
it  is  five  per  cent  when  the  tax  is  levied  by 
the  fneriff  or  his  deputies,  exclu  five  of  the 
incidental  charges  oocafioned  by  their  ab- 
sence from  home. 

The  balance  drawn  by  the  commiffioncrs 
appointed  to  fettle  the  accounts  between  the 

United 
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United  States  and  the  individual  fiâtes  makes 
the  ftate  of  Maffachufetts  creditor  to  the 
Union  in  the  fum  of  two  millions  two  hun- 
dred and  forty-eight  thoufand  eight  hundred 
and  one  dollars. 

The  ftate  of  Maffachufetts  is  divided  into 
feventeen  counties,  and  about  three  hundred 
and  eighty  towns  or  townfhips,  fubjedt  to 
feparate  taxation.  The  taxes,  however,  not- 
withstanding all  the  regulations  of  which  I 
have  fpoken,  are  not  very  punctually  paid  in 
Maffachufetts.  Of  a tax  of  one  hundred  and 

fifty  thoufand  dollars  impofed  in  June  17Q4, 
and  which  ought  to  have  been  paid  into  the 
treafury  on  the  firft  of  April  1 7Q5,  about 
fourteen  thoufand  were  paid  within  the  term 
prefcribed — four  thoufand  more  within  the 
cnfuing  three  months — feventeen  thoufand 
within  the  next  three  months  — in  three 
months  more,  nineteen  thoufand, — and, 
twenty* two  thoufand  within  the  three  fol- 
lowing months,  that  is  to  fay,  twelve  months 
after  the  time  prefcribed  : finally,  the  re- 
mainder, with  the  exception  of  three  or  four 
thoufand  dollars,  was  paid  within  the  next 
quarter  after  the  lapfe  of  the  firft  year. 

POLICE 
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POLICE  AND  LAWS. 

A law  of  the  ftate  ordains  that  no  inocu- 
lations (hall  take  place  except  in  the  hofpi- 
tals  eftablifhed  for  that  purpofe.  It  prefcribes 
wife  precautions  in  cafe  the  natural  fmall- 
pox  fhould  break  out  in  any  diftrid  with  a 
certain  degree  or  violence  : and  although  it 

c o 

be,  in  iny  opinion,  better  to  encourage  inocu- 
lation by  allowing  perfect  freedom  in  that 
reipect,  no  blame  can  attach  to  thefe  precau- 
tions, which,  however  ftrid,  are  very  far 
from  operating  as  the  prohibitory  fyftem  of 
Virginia. 

The  laws  againft  debtors  are  at  once  mild 
and  energetic  : they  fecure,  as  far  as  poffible, 
the  rights  of  the  creditor. 

The  influence  of  the  clergy  procured  in 
17Q4  the  enadment  of  a law  prohibiting  on 
fundays  every  kind  of  amufement,  walking 
for  pleafure,  travelling,  fifhing,  under  the 
penalty  of  a confiderable  fine.  The  preamble 
to  this  law  is  a complete  piece  of  purita- 
nical rant  ; and  its  various  claufes  are  in 
per  fed  unifon  with  the  preamble.  Men  of 

fen  fey 
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fenfe,  when  fpoken  to  refpefling  it,  ac- 
knowledge its  abfurdity,  but  affert  that  this 
new  aft,  in  fuperfeding  the  former  laws  on 
the  fubjeft,  has  removed  a great  number  of 
regulations  Rill  more  abfurd  and  fevere,  and 
that  it  is  a neceffary  progreffion  to  another 
that  will  foon  be  enabled,  by  which  the  pro- 
hibitions on  fundays  will  be  confined  to  the 
opening  of  (hops  and  public  houfes. 

The  legiflature  meanwhile  bellows  its 
attention  on  various  improvements,  roads, 
canals,  ufeful  ellablilhments.  The  majority 
of  the  members  of  that  body  am  not  very 
enlightened  in  the  fcience  of  adminiftration 
— -a  deficiency  which  is  common  to  them 
with  all  the  legifiatures  of  the  Union,  and 
which  ought  not  to  appear  furprizing  in  a 
country  yet  fo  new  : but  they  are  commen- 
dable for  the  goodnefs  of  their  intentions, 
their  moral  integrity,  and  their  benevolence. 

The  legiflative  body  of  Maffachufetts  has 
not,  like  the  affemblies  of  feveral  of  the  other 
Hates,  been  accufed  of  corruption  in  money- 
matters:  fome  of  its  members,  however, 
have  not  efeaped  fufpicion  : and  indeed  the 
manner  in  which  certain  laws  are  carried 

may 
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jftay  well  afford  room  for  fuch  furmifes; 
All  the  afts  imift  be  read  three  times  in 
each  houfe  before  they  pafs  : but  the  cafe  is 
different  with  refolutions,  which  require  only 
a Angle  reading  previous  to  their  acquiring 
the  force  of  laws.  No  article  of  the  confti- 
tution,  no  pofterior  aft,  has  drawn  the  line 
of  diftinftion  between  what  fhall  be  prefented 
as  a law  and  what  may  be  introduced  under 
the  form  of  a refolution.  Cuflom  indeed 
has  eftabliflied  the  praftice  of  bringing  for- 
ward under  the  fhape  of  laws  whatever  con- 
cerns taxation,  public  inflitutions,  &c.  and 
making  matters  of  inferior  importance,  fuch 
as  private  demands  and  claims,  the  lubjefts 
of  refolutions. 

But,  as  there  exifts  no  fixed  rule  in  that 
refpeft,  it  often  happens  that  objefts  of  gene- 
ral intereft,  and  materially  important  to  the 
ftate,  are  introduced  in  the  ihape  of  relo- 
lutions  : fuch,  for  inftance,  was  the  fale  to 
Robert  Morris  of  the  right  of  pre-emption 
of  a quantity  of  land  in  Maffachufetts  at  the 
rate  of  five  pence  per  acre,  and  that  of  an 
enormous  traft  in  the  dift rift  of  Maine  to 
Mr.  Bingham  and  feveral  others,  alfo  at  a 
VOL.  III.  Z 
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very  low  price.  A member  of  either  houfe 
can  find  no  difficulty  in  prefenting  fuch  a 
refolution  at  the  moment  when  he  finds  him- 
felf  uiireftrained  by  the  prefence  of  thofe 
from  whom  he  may  apprehend  oppofition, 
and  thus  carrying  it.  It  was  under  fuch 
circumftances  as  thefe  that  fufpicions  arofe 
againft  certain  members  who  at  the  time 
were  pofiefTed  of  influence  ; but  no  proof 
has  been  difcovered  to  confirm  them. 

It  is  aftonifhing  that  every  thing,  whether 
nearly  or  remotely,  connected  with  finance  is 
not  invariably  fubjefted  to  three  readings.  It 
is  true,  the  governor’s  fanâion  is  required  for 
refolutions,  as  well  as  for  laws  that  have 
undergone  a longer  difcuffion  : but  a prudent 
governor  would  not  venture  to  pafs  his  ne- 
gative on  a refolution  of  both  houfes,  unlels 
he  had  conyincing  evidence  of  its  being 
ftrongly  prejudicial  to  the  intereft  of  the 
hate. 

In  either  houfe  of  the  legiflature  there  are 
few  influential  members  ; or  it  may  even  be 
faid  that  there  are  none,  and  that  the  influ- 
ence of  thofe  who  polTefs  a greater  fhare  of  it 
than  the  others  is  fo  temporary  that  not  one 

of 
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frf  them  is  fure  of  carrying  a motion  when 
he  makes  it.  There  are  here,  as  elfe  where, 
preparatory  committees  and  petty  intrigues 
which  are  fometimes  fuccefsful,  but  oftener 
other  wife. 

The  lawyers  in  Maffachufetts  have  greater 
influence  than  any  other  body  of  men  on  the 
public  opinion  ; and  next  to  them  the  priefts  ; 
but  none  of  them  poffefs  more  than  a mode- 
rate ihare  of  it  : nor  is  there  to  be  found 
here,  as  in  feveral  other  ftates,  any  perfoi^ 
who,  by  his  own  perfonal  influence  or  that 
of  his  friends,  is  able  to  govern  the  public 
opinion,  the  deliberations,  the  eleâions. 
The  intereft,  even  of  thofe  who  ftand  highefb 
in  that  refpeét,  does  not  extend  beyond  their 
own  diftriâ. 

The  anti-federal  party,  of  which  fo  much 
is  faid,  and  which  is  branded  with  the  molt 
odious  epithets  that  can  be  devifed,  does  not 
exifl  in  Maffachufetts,  in  the  true  fenfe  of 
the  appellation,  more  than  in  any  other  part 
of  the  United  States.  This  truth  being  once 
acknowledged  as  it  ought  to  be,  the  anti- 
federalifts  muff,  in  the  eyes  of  every  im- 
partial obferver,  be  reduced  to  a Ample 
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oppofition-party,  which,  however,  will  be 
equally  far  from  pleafing  thofe  who  cannot 
brook  oppofition  of  any  kind. 

The  oppofition-party  here  are  labouring 
to  prevent  the  government  from  acquiring 
additional  ftrength,  becaule  they  think  the 
executive  branch  is  already  too  ftrong,  and 
efpeciallv  that  it  aims  at  the  extenfion  of 
its  prerogatives.  They  difcourage  the  affec- 
tion for  England,  and  entertain  more  fa- 
vourable difpofitions  toward  France:  and, 
like  every  other  party  in  the  world,  they  adl 
as  a party  ; that  is  to  fay,  they  fometimes 
exceed  the  bounds  of  reafon  and  juftice. 
I think,  then,  that  the  other  party  do  not 
afteft  to  talk  fo  loudly  of  the  oppofition  with 
any  other  view  than  that  of  acquiring  for 
themfelves  a greater  number  of  partifans 
and  fupporters  ; for  they  cannot  ferioufly 
confider  the  efforts  of  their  opponents  as  an 
cbftacle  to  them  in  any  meaflire  of  real 
utility.  On  both  fides  are  feen  men  of  great 
virtue,  men  warmly  attached  to  their  country, 
and  animated  by  a fincere  love  of  good 
order. 


ROADS. 
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ROADS. 

The  roads  in  the  Rate  of  MafTachufetts  are 
kept  in  repair  at  the  expence  of  the  town» 
fhips  through  which  they  pafs. 

From  this  regulation,  which  at  firft  fight 
appears  fo  equitable,  it  refaits  that  in  the  lefs 
opulent  townfhips  the  roads  are  in  bad  re- 
pair, and  thus  the  expence  incurred  by  thofo 
which  are  more  wealthy  does  not  completely 
anfwer  the  intended]  purpofe  of  facilitating 
the  convenience  of  communication.  This 
difadvantage  is  fometimes  removed  by  grants 
from  the  legiflatiire  to  particular  townfhips 
for  that  objedt  ; fometimes  alfo  by  fubfcrip- 
tions  raifed  in  the  neighbouring  townfhips 
with  the  fame  view.  But  thefe  extraordinary 
aids  are  rare  ; and  the  invariable  copfequence 
is  that  in  the  poorer  townfhips  the  roads  are 
in  worfe  condition, 

ADMINISTRATION  OF  THE  POOR, 

The  poor  are  alfo  relieved  by  taxes  on  the 
tpwmfhips,  which,  like  thoie  for  the  roads* 
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are  laid  on  by  the  countyffeffions,  whenever 
the  rates  proposed  by  the  Select- Men  do  not 
meet  the  approbation  of  the  town fh ip — -an 
event  which  feldom  happens.  But  a pauper 
is  not  maintained  at  the  public  expence  ex-. 
çept  when  he  has  no  relative  in  a diredl  line 
afcending  or  defcending,  who  is  capable  of 
fupporting  him.  If  he  had  any,  and  they 
refufed  to  afford  him  a maintenance,  they 
would  be  compelled  to  it  by  the  fe liions. 
Cafes  alfo  occur,  when,  a relative  in  line 
direct  not  being  in  fufficiently  eafy  circum- 
ftances,  the  Seleét-Men  enter  into  an  agree- 
ment with  him  that  he  fhall  pay  at  lead:  a 
part  of  the  annual  fum  neceffary  for  the  fup- 
port  of  his  indigent  kinfman.  Agreements 
of  this  nature  are  made  on  an  amicable  foot- 
ing, and  on  equitable  terms:  no  perfon  refufes 
to  accede  to  them  : and  if  a refufal  were 
given,  the  feffion  wrould  award  the  payment 
of  a fum  probably  more  confiderable  than 
that  demanded  by  the  Seledf-Men  ; in  ad- 
dition to  which,  the  family  would  alfo  have 
to  pay  the  colls  of  fuit.  The  Seledl-Meh 
^re  bound  to,  take  care  that  poor  travellers 
receive  due  affiftaiice  in  cafe  of  ficknefs. 

The 
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The  Rate  re-imburfes  to  them  the  expences 
incurred  on  fuch  occafions. 

MILITARY  ESTABLISHMENT. 

Seventy-nine  regiments  of  infantry,  eleven 
of  cavalry,  and  eight  of  artillery,  compofe  the 
militia  of  the  Rate  of  Mafiachufetts,  and  to- 
gether form  an  aggregate  of  fifty-five  thou- 
fand  men.  Beyond  the  age  of  forty  years  a 
citizen  is  not  fubjefit  to  militia-duty  ; but, 
until  fixty,  he  is  liable  to  be  called  upon  in 
urgent  cafes.  Citizens  of  the  latter  defcrip-* 
tion  conRitute  what  is  called  the  referved 
corps,  which  furnifhes  an  additional  force  of 
above  twenty-five  thoufand  men. 

GENERAL  SPIRIT  OF  THE  PEOPLE. 

Although  the  greater  number  of  the  rich 
inhabitants  of  Bofion  are  merchants,  that 
clafs  is  not  here,  as  at  Philadelphia,  the 
predominating  clafs;  nor  do  they,  as  at 
Charleflon,  hold  the  fécond  rank  in  fociety. 
They  are  precifely  what  they  ought  to  be — « 
they  Rand  on  a footing  of  equality  with 
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their  neighbours,  and  enjoy  no  fuperiority 
over  any  other  body  of  men. 

Independent  of  the  ordinary  trade  of  the 
merchants  of  all  countries,  they  indulge  very 
much  in  {peculation  ; and  fpeculation  is  the 
favourite  paffion  of  the  inhabitants  of  New- 
England,  who  generally  feel  a more  adive 
defire  than  the  people  of  the  South  to  acquire 
large  and  rapid  fortunes;  whether  that  dif- 
pofition  be,  or  not,  the  confequence  of  their 
more  enterprizing  charader. 

But  their  fpeculations  are  not  always  fuc- 
cefsful  : and  at  this  moment  confiderabîe 
fums  are  about  to  be  loft  at  Bofton  by  the 
fale  of  the  Yazzow  lands  in  Georgia,  which 
the  late  legiflature  of  that  ftate  have  thought 
it  their  duty  to  annul.  From  the  follow- 
ing circumftances  fome  idea  may  he  formed 
of  the  extravagance  with  which  the  New- 
England  {peculators,  and  particularly  thole 
of  Bofton,  engaged  in  that  bufinefs.  The 
original  price  of  thofe  lands,  as  I have  be- 
fore remarked,  was  about  one  cent,  or  a 
hundredth  part  of  a dollar,  per  acre  ; and 
they  have  been-  fold  at  Bofton  fo  high  as 
twelve,  and  I believe  even  higher.  Two 
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or  three  agents  of  two  of  the  four  compa- 
nies who  had  obtained  thofe  lands  from  the 
Hate  came  to  JBofton  with  their  title-deeds 
empowering  them  to  fell.  They  opened  a 
kind  of  office,  to  which  purchafers  flocked 
in  fuch  crowds,  that  thofe  gentlemen,  taking 
advantage  of  this  inconceivable  infatuation, 
raifed  the  price  each  day,  often  twice  in 
the  day,  for  the  purpofe  of  more  ftrongly 
exciting  the  general  eagernefs  and  taking 
away  all  time  for  refledion.  There  were 
fales  and  fub-fales  without  number  : fome  of 
them  were  fecured  by  a ftipulation  of  re- 
fponfibility  on  the  part  of  the  fellers,  who 
engaged  to  give  poflTeffion  of  the  lands  : but 
few  of  the  numerous  bargains  were  attended 
with  this  claufe  ; almoft  all  being  concluded 
on  the  bare  fecurity  of  the  titles,  without 
any  power  of  coming  upon  the  venders. 
In  many  inftances  the  purchafes  were  made 
partly  with  ready  money,  and  in  all  cafes 
with  notes  payable  at  different  periods. 
Thefe  notes  were  dextroufly  put  into  cir- 
culation by  the  venders  ; and  the  purchafers 
now  find  themfelves  difappointed  of  the  lands, 
yidnle  a great  part  of  their  notes  are  gone 
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out  of  the  poffeflion  of  thofe  to  whom  they 
had  given  them.  Every  clafs  of  men,  even 
watch-makers,  hair-dreffers,  and  mechanics 
of  all  defcriptions,  eagerly  ran  after  this  de- 
ception ; in  which  Bofton  has  funk  above  two 
millions  of  dollars.  Some  of  the  buyers  de- 
clare that  they  will  not  releafe  their  notes, 
and  have  even  announced  their  intention  in 
the  public  papers  : but  this  is  nothing  more 
than  a menace  refulting  from  anger  and  in- 
dignation. The  notes  have,  in  great  part, 
pafled  into  other  hands  : they  have  been  re- 
ceived by  perfons  wholly  unconneded  with 
that  fpeculation,  and  who  cannot  be  ex- 
cluded from  payment  without  a mo  ft  glaring 
ad  of  injuftice  which  muft  materially  im- 
pair the  credit  of  thofe  who  originally  gave 
the  notes.  The  courts  of  juftice  moreover 
would  decide  againft  them  : and  thus,  after 
confiderable  trouble,  they  muft  at  laft  make 
good  the  payments  and  be  content  to  remain 
deftitute  of  lands. 

Many  of  the  purchafers,  whofe  notes  were 
not  gone  out  of  the  hands  of  the  venders,  have 
compromifed  matters  with  them  by  dif* 
counting  the  notes  at  half  their  value,  but  in 
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ready  money,  and  retaining  their  claim  to 
the  lands  fo  far  as  the  fellers  can  make  it 
good  : but  this  amounts  to  a nullity  : for  the 
original  agreement  will  never  be  confirmed  ; 
it  being  a fraudulent  tranfadion,  and  com- 
prizing millions  of  acres  that  did  not  belong 
to  the  ftate  of  Georgia  which  fold  them. 

Thus  many  {peculators  in  Bofton  and 
other  parts  of  New-England  have  been 
either  utterly  ruined  or  at  lead  materially 
injured  in  their  fortunes  by  that  {peculation. 
If  one  could  without  regret  behold  the  ruin 
of  fo  many  honefl  men  who  fell  vidims  to 
their  own  credulity,  one  might  enjoy  this  di£ 
appointment  of  a fet  of  fpeculators  who  were 
fufficiently  greedy  to  purchafe,  without  exa- 
mination, without  refledion,  and  with  the 
foie  view  of  exorbitant  gains  in  Europe, 
trads  of  land  at  the  diftance  of  nine  hundred 
miles  from  their  home,  while  their  own 
country  prefented  them  with  more  honour- 
able and  efpecially  more  fimple  means  of 
acquiring  a fortune,  or  increafi-ng  that  which 
they  already  poffeffed.  But  it  is  intolerably 
jpaortifying  to  fee  that  the  four  land-companies 
çf  Georgia^  who  bear  the  entire  guilt  of  the 
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iniquitous  bargain,  are  enriched  by  their 
villany  ; and  that  their  perfidious  dexterity 
in  this  train  of  corruption  and  deceit  has  thus 
thrown  into  their  hands  lèverai  millions  of 
dollars,  for  which  they  neither  have  given 
nor  are  capable  of  giving  any  equivalent  to 
thofe  of  whole  folly  they  have  taken  advan- 
tage. 

EXPORTS. 

In  my  journal  of  la  ft  year  I noticed  the 
value,  for  the  laft  five  years,  of  the  exports 
from  the  different  ports  of  Maffachufetts 
which  I had  vifited.  To  thofe  details  I 
now  add  the  total  amount  of  the  exports 
from  the  entire  ftate  during  the  fame  period, 
including  even  that  of  the  prefent  year,  In 
1701,  it  was  two  millions  five  hundred  and 
nineteen  thoufand  fix  hundred  and  forty  dol-  % 
lars — in  17Q2,  two  millions  eight  hundred 
and  eighty-eight  thoufand  one  hundred  and 
three — in  1/93,  three  millions  feven  hundred 
and  fifty-feven  thoufand  three  hundred  and 
fifty-five— in  1 794,  five  millions  two  hundred 
and  ninety-two  thoufand  two  hundred  and 
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forty- four  — in  1/95,  feven  millions  two 
hundred  and  eighteen  thoufand  nine  hundred 
and  eight  — in  1796,  nine  millions  nine 
hundred  and  forty-nine  thoufand  three 
hundred  and  forty-five. — In  1787,  the  value 
of  the  exports  from  the  different  ports  of  the 
ftate  amounted  to  no  more  than  one  million 
five  hundred  and  eighty-eight  thoufand  feven 
hundred  and  ninety- three  dollars. 

AN  ACCIDENT. 

Previous  to  my  departure  from  Bofton 
where  contrary  winds  detained  me  a week 
longer  than  I had  propofed  to  ftay,  I efcaped, 
in  common  with  twelve  hundred  other  per- 
fons,  from  a danger  to  which  it  might  have 
been  expecied  that  a great  number  of  us 
would  in  all  probability  have  fallen  viclims. 

A ' Frenchman  well  (killed  in  horfeman- 
fliip,  who  had  a few  weeks  before  arrived  in 
the  town,  erected  a circus  for  his  exhibitions. 
The  agility,  the  perfection,  the  gracefulnefs, 
with  which  he  achieved  on  horfeback  feveral 
feats  that  no  man  of  his  profeffion  had  ever 
before  attempted,  together  with  the  richnefs 
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and  tafteful  elegance  of  drefs  difplayed  by 
himfelf  and  his  company,  attracted  to  each 
performance  a great  number  of  fpedators, 
although  there  was  another  exhibition  of 
the  fame  nature  in  the  town.  Upward  of 
twelve  hundred  perfons  were  there  aflembled 
on  Monday  the  fifth  of  September,  when 
the  roof — loaded  with  above  a hundred  boys, 
who,  notwithftanding  fuch  prohibition  and 
watchfulnefs  as  could  be  expedted  from  the 
imperfect  police  of  the  town,  had  clambered 
up  to  enjoy  the  fight  through  the  chinks  left 
between  the  boards- — fell  in  fuddenly  at  once 
in  every  part.  As  the  boards  which  formed 
that  pyramidal  roof  were  fattened  to  the 
fmall  roofs  that  covered  the  boxes  by  which 
the  circus  was  furrounded,  fome  of  thofe  leffer 
roofs  were  involved  in  its  fall  : but  they  fell 
fucceffively,  and  in  fuch  manner  as  rather, 
to  clofe  the  boxes  on  the  infide  than  to  crufli 
them.  Not  one  of  the  ’number  experienced 
the  latter  fate  : not  a fingle  fpedtator  was 
hurt  ; and,  thanks  to  the  extraordinary  calm- 
nefs  difplayed  by  each  individual  during  this 
alarming  incident,  there  was  not  even  any 
thronging  on  the  flair-cafes  by  which  the 
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chief  part  of  the  fpedtators  retired  : fome  let 
themfelves  down  into  the  area  by  Aiding 
along  the  fallen  roofs  ; others  defcended  from 
a window.  A Angle  one  of  the  boys  who 
were  on  the  roof  ftruck  his  head  fo  violently 
againft  a plank  in  his  fall  that  his  life  was 
for  a long  time  in  danger.  At  leaft  forty 
others,  who  fell  from  the  fame  height  with 
him,  were  net  even  hurt.  It  is  impoffibie 
to  conceive  how  fo  great  an  accident  Ihould 
have  been  attended  with  no  greater  mifehief  : 
it  is  one  of  thole  Angular  events  which 
might  not  again  occur  with  all  the  fame 
circumftances  during:  the  courfe  of  many 
centuries,  and  in  which  a man  is  not  forry 
to  have  been  a party  concerned,  when  he 
has  fo  fortunately  efcaped  from  the  danger. 

SECOND  VISIT  TO  THOMASTOWN.— 
FURTHER  OBSERVATIONS  ON  THE 
DISTRICT  OF  MAINE. 

I went  by  fea  from  B0A011  to  Thomaftown, 
for  the  fécond  time,  on  the  twelfth  of  Sep- 
tember. 

The  family  of  General  Knox  is  one  of 
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tbofe  in  America  to  which  I am  the  moft 
warmly  attached.  I therefore  experienced 
a fincere  pleafure  on  feeing  myfelf  once 
more  among  them  ; and  the  pleafure  feemed 
to  be  mutual.  The  general's  feulement 
affames  confiderable  liability.  A part  of  his 
ufeful  projects  begin  to  be  realized  ; and 
the  popularity  which  he  derives  from  his 
pleafing  manner  toward  all  thofe  who  have 
any  bufinefs  to  tranfad  with  him,  as  well  as 
his  gentle  and  frank  mode  of  proceeding 
with  the  unlicenfed  fettlers  on  his  lands, 
confiim  all  his  profpecls  of  fuccefs.  He  is 
bufily  employed  in  clearing  forefts,  making 
lime  and  bricks,  ereding  mills,  building 
veffels,  improving  his  lands,  and  forming  an 
excellent  nurfery  for  cattle  on  Brigadier 
Ifland. 

His  friends  blame  him  for  expending 
large  fums  of  money  : and  perhaps  it  ma}' 
be  afferted  with  truth  that  his  works  coft 
him  more  than,  with  greater  regularity  and 
watchfulnefs,  they  ought  to  coft  him.  But 
he  cannot  himfelfbeftow  that  watchful  atten- 
tion with  the  neceffary  affiduity  ; he  under- 
takes too  many  things  at  once,  to  be  able 

each 
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each  day  to  infpeeft  them  all  with  fufficient 
care.  Trufty  agents*,  who  are  rare  in  every 
country*  are  more  rarely  to  be  found  in 
America  than  elfewhere,  and  drill  more  fa 
in  a country  fo  thinly  inhabited  as  the  diftrict 
of  Maine.  But  this  flight  want  of  order 
and  economy  in  the  general’s  undertakings* 
though  it  will  no  doubt  diminifh  his  profit* 
will  however  not  prevent  it  from  being  frill 
very  confiderable. 

Among  the  direct  profits  of  his  enterprizes 
he  may  reckon  one  of  a more  important  n a*? 
ture  that  he  will  derive  from  the  increafed 
value  of  lands,  which  will  be  the  confer 
quence  of  that  activity  and  thofe  improve- 
ments* 

His  example  excites  and  encourages  in* 
duftry  in  many  of  his  neighbours,  and  the 
ioduftry  of  his  neighbours  further  enhances 
the  value  of  his  lands.  Thus  his  calcula- 
tions are  juft  : and  while  he  obferves  in  his 
undertakings  all  the  economy  and  regularity 
which  furrounding  circumftances  will  admit, 
he  cannot  incur  the  cenfure  of  any  except 
greedy  mifers,  or  men  who  have  not  fufficient 
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difcernment  to  anticipate  all  the  probable 
confequences  of  his  enterprizes. 

Timber  has  rifen  in  price  fince  laft  year, 
but  fire-wood  in  a higher  proportion  than 
any  other  : the  cord  of  the  latter  was  fold 
laft  year  for  a dollar  at  the  water-fide  ; it  is 
now  at  a dollar  and  half;  and  there  is  not 
found  a fufficiency  for  the  fupply  of  Bofton, 
where  the  price  is  at  prefent  five  dollars,  and 
will  be  from  feven  to  nine  within  two 
months. 

Lime  has  fallen  in  price  in  confequence  of 
the  number  of  kilns  that  have  been  eredfted. 
The  barrel  of  fifty  gallons  was  laft  year  fold 
for  ten  fhillings  and  nine  pence  ; at  prefent 
the  price  is  from  eight  to  nine  fhillings. 

Hay  has  rifen  one  tenth,  but  merely  on 
account  of  the  drought  of  the  feafon. 

The  price  of  cattle,  however,  has  rifen 
one  feventh  : a circumftance  which  indicates 
fome  little  increafe  of  wealth  in  the  country. 

The  number  of  veffels  now  on  the  ftocks 
is  alfo  more  confiderable.  In  Saint-George’s 
River  alone,  eleven  have  been  built  fince  laft: 
year.  The  price  of  the  workmanlhip  has 
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likewife  rifen  from  three  to  five  dollars  per 
ton:  the  carpenter,  who  was  paid  ten  dollars 
per  month  laft  year,  now  receives  eleven. 

But  thefe  lymptoms  of  increafing  wealth, 
together  with  the  augmentation  in  the  price 
of  lands,  are  obfervable  only  on  the  fea-coaft 
or  the  borders  of  navigable  rivers,  and  in  the 
thick-fettled  parts  of  the  country. 

The  number  of  new  inhabitants  is  by  no 
means  confiderable  : and  every  thing  that  I 
fee  and  hear  at  prefent  ftill  further  confirms - 
me  in  the  opinion  I laft  year  entertained 
that  immigration  to  this  country  cannot  take 
place  to  any  great  extent  unlefs  it  be  excited 
by  powerful  inducements,  by  great  eftablifh- 
ments,  by  large  and  judicious  expenditures 
on  the  part  of  the  great  land-holders  who 
are  interefted  in  encouraging  thofe  new  fet- 
tlements. 

The  attractions  of  the  country,  the  na- 
ture of  the  foil,  would  not  alone  be  fufficient 
to  invite  new  fettlers:  and  the  diftridt  of 
Maine  will  yet  long  continue  in  many  parts 
a defert,  unlefs,  by  a fucceffion  of  means  duly 
adapted  to  all  the  circumftances,  its  popula- 
tion be  accelerated  and  multiplied  beyond 
A a 2 the 
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the  extent  of  its  natural  means  and  of  the 
annual  increafe  it  derives  from  immigrations, 
Thofe  gentlemen  who  fpeculate  upon 
'Change  do  not  enter  into  all  thefe  calcula- 
tions. They  prefer  the  certain  profpedt  of 
two  or  three  per  cent  per  month  to  the 
probability  of  doubling  or  decupling  their 
fortune  by  expences  which  would  for  a while 
divert  a part  of  their  cafh  from  thofe  fpecu- 
lations  : and  they  expedt  from  the  unaided 
operation  of  time  an  increafe  in  the  value  of 
their  lands,  which,  however,  will  not  by  ' 
that  flow  procefs  ever  take  place  in  thole 
northern  countries. 

Such  is  faid  to  be  the  plan  intended  to  be 
purfued  by  Mr.  Bingham,  who,  after  having 
fold  to  Mr.  Baring  for  fixty  thoufand  pounds 
fierling  one  half  of  the  twelve  hundred  thou- 
fand acres  of  land  which  he  poflefles  at  the 
head  of  Penobfcot- River,  continues  to  hold 
the  entire  tradi  in  conj  undiion  with  him  as 
partner  upon  equal  terms.  He  befides  owns 
three  millions  more  of  acres  in  other  parts 
of  the  diftrict  of  Maine.  So  much  the  worfe 
for  him.  He  is  not  or  at  lead  he  cannot 
long  be  certain  of  quietly  keeping  in  his 
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hands  fuch  extenfive  tradls  of  land  : and  Mr. 
Bingham’s  popularity  will  not  lcreen  him 
from  the  inconveniences  which,  in  a country 
like  this,  may  attend  the  polTeffion  of  fo  large 
a portion  of  the  foil  kept  idle  and  unproduc- 
tive in  the  hope  of  an  exorbitant  gain. 

If  great  and  judicious  difburfements  were 
laft  year  neceflary,  as  I think  they  were,  to 
create  a demand  for,  and  confequently  to 
enhance  the  value  of,  thofe  immenfe  tradis 
of  land  engroffed  by  a few  rich  proprietors, 
the  neceffity  has  this  year  derived  additional 
urgency  from  the  treaty  with  Spain,  which, 
by  throwing  open  the  navigation  of  the 
Miffifippi,  excites  a predileflion  in  favour  of 
the  weftern  lands,  and  fo  far  diminifhes  that 
which  might  have  been  entertained  for  thofe 
of  the  diftridt  of  Maine.  The  lands  them- 
felves,  as  well  as  their  great  produce  of 
timber,  will  yet  farther  link  in  value,  if 
Spain  cedes  to  France  the  poffeffion  of 
Louifiana,  which,  in  the  hands  of  an  adtive 
and  indufhious  nation,  will  furnifh  the  means 
of  vending  a much  larger  quantity  of  tim- 
ber, befides  holding  out  to  new  fettlers  the 
allurement  of  a milder  climate  in  addition 
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to  that  of  excellent  lands  which  will  no 
doubt  long  continue  at  a much  lower  price 
than  thofe  of  the  diftriét  of  Maine. 

Spain  can  herfelf  create  the  fame  advan- 
tages as  France  could  in  Louifiana,  if  fhe 
choofes  to  retain  it  in  her  own  ppfTeffion.  It 
is  therefore  matter  of  urgent  neceffity  that 
the  owners  of  eftates  in  this  part  of  the  Union 
fhould  take  meafures  for  the  fale  of  their 
lands,  and  confent  to  make  dilburfements 
which,  however  heavy  in  the  firft  inftance, 
will  be  repaid  to  them  with  ample  intereft, 
provided  they  be  foon  and  judicioufly  made. 
Otherwife  the  fpeculating  proprietors  will 
experience  fevere  lofles. 

In  the  diftriél  of  Maine  the  queftion  is  at 
prefent  agitated,  whether,  taking  advantage 
of  the  right  which  it  derives  from  its  popu- 
lation, it  (hall  feparate  from  the  common- 
wealth of  Maffachufetts,  and  ere£t  itfelf  into 
an  independent  ftate.  Meetings  have  been 
called  on  the  fubjeét,  and  various  petitions 
have  been  drawn  up  : and,  to  determine  the 
queftion  of  reparation,  nothing  more  is  re- 
quired than  to  afcertain  the  wifh  of  the  ma- 
jority of  the  inhabitants  of  the  ftate,  who 

will 
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will  be  confulted  next  year.  Their  opinion 
was  already  taken  on  the  fubjed  four  years 
fince,  and  they  declared  againft  the-meafure. 
It  is  thought  that  on  the  prefent  occafion  the 
decifion  will  be  different  ; becaufe  the  in- 
creafe  of  population  in  the  interior  parts  of 
the  country  has  augmented  the  number  of 
thofe  who,  not  being  conneded  with  Bofton 
by  any  ties  of  dired  intereft,  anticipate  none 
but  beneficial  confequences  from  having  the 
feat  of  their  government  nearer  to  their  own 
homes.  But  the  plan  of  feparation  will  ex- 
perience a powerful  oppofition  from  the  in- 
fluence of  the  proprietors  of  thofe  immenfe 
trads  of  land. 

Taxed  as  the  diflrid  of  Maine  now  is  by 
the  ftate  of  Maflachufetts,  it  has  but  a very 
moderate  burden  of  taxation  to  bear,  becaufe 
it  is  confidered  as  an  infant  province,  as  not 
yet  having  called  forth  into  adivity  its  flen- 
der  refources,  and  as  containing  extenfive 
trads  of  unprodudive  land  which  the  ftate 
of  Maffachufetts  herfelf  has  recently  fold 
to  the  great  fpeculators  above  mentioned. 
Thofe  vaft  polfeflions  are  therefore  very 
lightly  taxed  at  prefent.  But  the  cafe  will 
A a 4 be 
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be  différent  if  the  diftrid  of  Maine  be  ereded 
into  a feparate  ftate:  for,  in  the  firft  place, 
the  public  expences  will  be  increafed  ; and, 
an  the  other  hand,  the  jealoufy  entertained 
by  the  laborious  and  indigent  clafs  of  pro^ 
prietors  again  ft  the  poffeffors  of  immenfe 
trads  — who,  enjoying  opulence  in  other 
liâtes,  buffer  their  lands  in  this  quarter  to 
He  unimproved,  in  expectation  of  the  time 
when  they  may  be  enabled  to  fell  them  at 
a higher  rate  to  thofe  fame  petty  proprietors 
• — will  caufe  a confiderable  augmentation  in 
the  taxes  on  that  fpecies  of  property.  It  is 
known  that  thofe  lands  have  been  purchafed 
from  the  ftate  of  Maffachufetts  at  a very 
low  price  : and  the  new  ftate  of  Maine  will 
find  her  advantage  in  augmenting  the  tax 
upon  them,  inafmuch  as  it  will  compel  the 
great  proprietors  to  divide  and  fell  thofe 
lands  without  delay,  and  confequently  will 
increafe  the  number  of  inhabitants  and  the 
quantity  of  produce. 

Above  one  half  of  the  diftrid  of  Maine  is 
owned  by  fuch  proprietors  ; the  principal  of 
whom  are — General  Knox  for  the  Waldo- 
patent,  the  Plymouth  company,  the  com- 
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pany  of  the  twenty  townfhips.  General  Lin- 
coln, Mr.  Charles  Vaughan,  and  particularly 
Mr.  Bingham  who  poffefles  there  from  three 
to  four  millions  of  acres. 

Thefe  fimple  fadts  fufficiently  fhew  what 
great  obftacles  will  be  oppofed  to  the  forma- 
tion of  the  new  Rate  : but  thofe  obftacles 
will  probably  be  removed,  fince  it  is  a mea- 
fure  which  juftice  and  the  iritereft  of  the 
people  demand. 

RETURN  TO  BOSTON. 

After  twelve  days  fpent  at  General  Knox’s 
habitation,  I quitted  the  diftriél  of  Maine, 
and  returned  by  fea  to  Bofton.  I had  gone 
by  land  in  the  preceding  year  ; and  nothing 
now  remained  to  gratify  my  curiofity  in  the 
courfe  of  fo  long  and  difficult  a journey. 
The  veffels  that  fail  from  the  diftridt  of 
Maine  are  fo  heavily  laden  with  cumbrous 
articles  that  no  fpace  is  left  open  on  the  deck 
beyond  what  is  neceffary  for  the  manage- 
ment of  the  helm  ; confequently  there  is  no 
poffibility  of  walking;  and  a paffenger  muft 
cither  confine  himfelf  to  the  cabin  or  fit  on 

the 
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the  cargo.  That  of  the  fchooner  in  which  I 
failed  was  fifty  cords  of  fire-wood.  Fortu- 
nately the  weather  was  fine — the  cabin  new 
and  neat — the  matter,  whofe  name  is  Kel- 
leran,  a very  civil  good-natured  man- — and 
my  paffage  of  only  thirty-fix  hours’  duration. 

On  thé  day  preceding  my  arrival  at  Bof- 
ton,  the  prefident’s  proclamation  was  re- 
ceived there,  in  which  he  announces  his  firm 
determination  of  retiring  from  public  life. 
It  is  in  the  month  of  March  next  that 
the  four  years  of  his  fécond  prefidency  will 
expire  ; and  in  December  of  the  prefent 
year  the  elections  will  be  held  for  the  choice 
of  a perfon  to  be  placed  at  the  head  of  the 
federal  government.  It  was  therefore  time 
that  he  fhould  announce  his  refolution,  which 
I cannot  other  wife  confider  than  as  a ferious 
misfortune  for  the  United  States  : for  the 
office  of  prefident  is  not  fo  well  provided  with' 
the  means  of  execution  as  not  to  require  fome 
acceffion  of  ftrength  from  the  popularity  of 
the  man  who  holds  it,  and  from  the  con- 
fidence repofed  in  him  by  his  fellow- citizens. 
Now,  in  all  the  United  States,  no  individual 
poffefifes  fo  many  claims  to  the  general  con- 
fidence 
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fidence  as  George  Wafhington,  nor  does  any 
individual  enjoy  it  in  fo  high  a degree. 

That  proclamation  of  the  prefident,  be- 
fides  what  relates  to  his  refignation,  contains 
alfo  political  counfels  to  the  citizens  of  the 
United  States. — No  man  entertains  a higher 
refpeCt  than  I do  for  the  prefident’s  merit 
and  virtues  ; none  is  more  firmly  convinced 
that  the  foie  objeCt  of  his  conduCt  has  in- 
variably been  the  good  of  his  country  ; but 
when  a man  is  a native  of  France*  he  muft 
have  that  opinion  eftablifhed  on  very  ftrong 
grounds  indeed,  if  he  do  not,  in  one  part  of 
the  proclamation,  difcover  a marked  anti- 
pathy to  France,  and  a predilection  for  Eng* 
land,  which  bear  a much  ftroiiger  refem- 
blance  to  party-fpirit  than  to  the  fpirit  of 
juftice,  or  even,  I will  venture  to  fay,  to 
found  policy.  I do  not  mean  that  any  blame 
can  attach  to  him  for  the  advice  which  he 
gives  to  his  countrymen  not  to  become  de- 
pendent on  any  other  nation  : but  it  appears 
that  this  counfel,  delivered  fimply  and  in 
general  terms,  would  preferve  all  its  force, 
its  propriety,  its  juftice  ; whereas,  offered  as 
finis  in  fuch  ample  extent,  and  with  the 

characters 
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the  characters  which  accompany  its  develop- 
ment, one  cannot  be  furprized  that  the  pre- 
sent's enemies  find  in  it  a fubjeéi  for  cen- 
fure  : and  among  thofe  who  efteem  and  re- 
fpeél  his  virtues  without  feeling  the  influence 
of  party- fpirit,  there  are  few,  I believe,  who 
would  not  have  wifhed  that  this  over-long 
article  had  been  treated  in  a different  man- 
ner. Even  the  other  parts  of  the  procla- 
mation, which  are  not  liable  to  the  reproach 
of  impropriety  or  party  fpirit,  are  juftly  taxa- 
ble with  diffufenefs  and  unneceflary  length. 
All  the  principles  indeed  are  true,  and  the 
counfels  good  : but  they  would  have  been 
equally  fo,  and  would  have  appeared  more 
fo,  if  they  had  been  delivered  with  concife- 
nefs  and  fîmplicity.  I have  further  heard  it 
obferved  that  the  advices  contained  in  that 
proclamation  are  unfeafonably  given.  It  is 
(fay  thofe  w ho  cenfure  it)  in  vacating  the 
chair  after  the  expiration  of  his  term,  that 
his  adieux  would  have  come  at  their  pro- 
per time  : but  they  are  premature  when  the 
man  who  thus  takes  his  leave  of  the  public 
has  yet  fix  months  to  exercife  his  functions. 

That  proclamation,  as  may  reafonably  Bfe 

expected. 
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expected,  meets  with  admirers  who  extol  the 
very  parts  which  moil:  deferve  cenfure,  as 
well  as  cenfurers  who  condemn  in  it  what 
is  entitled  to  nought  but  praife. 

This  refignation  of  the  prefident,  which 
was  doubted  through  all  America  a fort- 
night ago,  feems  however  to  produce  no 
fenfation  at  Bofton  ; it  engrofies  no  greater 
fhare  of  the  general  attention  than  any  other 
article  of  intelligence  ; and  after  the  fir  ft 
day  it  ceafed  to  be  a topic  of  converfation. 
The  defedts  and  the  merits  of  the  proclama- 
tion are  equally  buried  in  filence.  Does  this 
indifference  with  which  fo  important  an  event 
is  viewed  at  Bofton  arife  from  the  circum- 
ftance  of  the  people’s  minds  being  wholly 
engroffed  by  interefted  purfuits,  fo  as  to  leave 
no  room  for  any  other  objedt  ? or  is  it  the 
offspring  of  conftitutional  apathy  l Thefe 
are  queftions  which  I ftiall  be  better  able  to 
determine  when  1 have  feen  a greater  num- 
ber of  people  and  vifited  different  places.. 
In  the  mean  time  I am  not  the  lefs  fur- 
prized  at  what  I here  obferve. 

During  my  fhort  abfence  from  Bofton,  a 
fever,  in  which  the  phyficians  who  were 

confulted 
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confuîted  di (covered  the  characterises  of  the 
yellow  fever,  broke  out  in  a clofe  narrow 
part  of  the  town  enjoying  little  circulation 
of  air,  and  inhabited  by  poor  families,  Al- 
moil  every  one  who  was  attacked  by  it  died 
within  three  days;  and  thofe  who  approached 
the  (ick  caught  the  infection.  A hint  of  the 
danger  of  this  contagion,  prudently  fuggeft- 
ed  to  the  SeleCt-Men,  though  without  pro- 
nouncing the  name  of  “ yellow  fever,”  was 
productive  of  the  falutary  meafure  of  caufing 
the  families  who  either  were  themfelves 
aétually  infeCted  or  had  had  communication 
with  thofe  who  were,  to  be  removed  from 
the  town,  their  beds  to  bo  burned,  and  their 
houfes  purified  and  fuftered  to  (land  empty, 
without  alarming  any  one  with  a name 
which  carries  terror  with  it  through  every 
part  of  America.  In  confequence  of  thefe 
precautions  the  difeafe  difappeared.  Few' 
of  the  (ick  perfons  who  were  removed  fell 
victims  to  it  ; no  individual  of  their  families 
caught  the  infection  ; and  Bofton,  which  loft 
by  this  fever  eight,  or  ten  of  its  inhabitants, 
now  enjoys  perfeCt  falubrity. 

The  fortifications  of  Caftle-Ifland  have 

fince 
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fin  ce  laft  year  been  put  into  fomewhat  better 
condition.  The  parapets  are  raifed,  and 
within  their  inclofure  are  placed  a fcore  of 
cannons,  forty-two-pounders,  taken  from  the 
Englifh  during;  the  laft  war.  Thefe  cannons 
are  mounted  on  coaft-carriages,  in  a kind 
of  imitation  of  our  French  coaft-batteries  fo 
ikilfully  contrived  by  Monfieur  de  Gribeau- 
val  ; but  the  imitation  is  very  imperfedt  : 
the  carriages  are  heavy  and  clumfily  made  $ 
the  platforms  are  deficient  in  folidity,  and 
the  parapets  fo  little  elevated  that  all  the 
men  ferving  the  pieces  would  remain  expofed 
to  the  fire  of  the  enemy's  fhips  that  might 
attempt  to  enter.  It  is  at  the  expence  of 
the  commonwealth  of  Maffachufetts  that 
Caftle-Ifland  has  been  put  into  this  petty 
ftate  of  defence,  which  is  perhaps  fomewhat 
worfe  than  nothing,  fince  it  is  incapable  of 
anfwering  any  good  purpole,  and  at  the 
fame  time  infpires  a vain  confidence.  The 
legiflature  have  pofitively  refufed  to  cede  this 
ifland  to  the  general  government,  which,  as 
I have  obferved  in  the  journal  of  my  firft 
tour,  had  allotted  funds  to  put  it  into  a ftate 
of  complete  defence. 


PORTS- 


368> 


TRAVELS  THROUGH 


PORTSMOUTH. 

In  going  to  Portfmouth  I went  over  the 
fame  ground  that  I had  travelled  laft  year 
in  coming  from  it. 

The  fever  which  carried  off  during  this 
fummer  about  forty  perfons  at  Newbury- 
Port,  has  now  fubfided. 

Epidemic  difeafes  generally  ceafe  in  every 
part  of  America  at  the  commencement  of 
the  cold  weather.  The  malady  at  New- 
bury-Port  had,  according  to  the  affertion  of 
the  phyficians,  the  charadleriftics  of  the  yel- 
low fever  : but,  fince  the  ravages  caufed  by 
that  diftemper  at  Philadelphia  three  years 
ago,  the  appellation  is  too  lightly  bellowed 
on  all  epidemic  bilious  fevers,  which,  it  muff 
be  owned,  poffefs  on  this  continent  a con- 
fiderable  degree  of  malignity,  and  in  the 
treatment  of  which  the  phyficians  do  not 
feem  to  difplay  much  Ikill. 

Although  thefe  fevers  have  hitherto  broken 
out  only  in  the  fea-ports,  many  medical  men 
do  not  now,  as  in  the  beginning,  think  them 
imported  from  the  Weft-Indies?  but  con- 
ceive 
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cêive  them,  like  aîmoft  all  other  epidemic 
difeafes,  to  have  originated  in  the  country* 
That  which  prevailed  at  Newbury  had  its 
principal  focus  in  a quarter  contiguous  to 
the  port  ; but  it  alfo  fpread  to  feveral  other 
parts  of  the  town.  It  was  not  very  de* 
ftru&ive,  fince  in  three  months  it  carried 
off  only  about  forty  perfons  from  a popular 
tion  of  five  thoufand  inhabitants.  The  phy* 
ficians  affert,  that*  notwithstanding  the  ra* 
vages  of  that  diforder,  fewer  perfons  have 
fallen  victims  this  year  at  Newbury  -Tort' 
than  ufually  die  at  the  fame  feafoil,  which  is 
always  fickly  in  a greater  or  lelfer  degree^ 
If  this  afiertion  be  well  founded,  the  fa<ft 
muft  be  confidered  as  extraordinary* 

CONSTITUTION,  LAWS,  AND  COM- 
MERCE, OF  NEW-HAMPSHIRE. 

During  fix  days  which  I fpent  at  Portf* 
mouth,  I procured  fome  information  refpedU 
ing  the  ftate  of  New*Hampfhire,  which  the 
ihortnefs  of  my  ftay  there  laft  year  had  not 
allowed  me  to  acquire* 

The  new  conftitution  of  this  ftate,  framed 
Vol.  III.  B b 
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in  1782,  underwent  a revifion  in  1792.  In 
its  principal  features  it  refetnbles  thofe  of 
all  the  other  ftates.  Here  follows  a fhort 
abftradl  of  it. 

All  the  public  functionaries,  except  thofe 
of  the  judicial  department,  are  eledted  only 
for  one  year. 

The  electors  for  all  offices  are  the  fame  ; 
and  the  only  conditions  required  to  qualify 
an  elector  are  the  payment  of  a tax,  the 
age  of  twenty-one  years,  and  the  profeffion 
of  the  proteftant  religion.  This  laft  in- 
tolerant condition,  which  is  fa  id  to  have  ex- 
perienced great  oppohtion  as  well  in  the 
original  formation  of  the  conftitution  in  1782 
as  in  its  revifion  in  1 7Q2,  is  required  for  all 
the  offices  in  the  ftate.. 

The  fen  at  or  s are  eledted  by  diftridls  ; and 
for  this  purpofe  an  imaginary  divifion  has 
been  made  of  the  ftate  into  twelve  diftridls 
nearly  equal  in  point  of  taxation.  The 
lenators  are  twelve  in  number*  and  choofe 
from  their  own  body  a prefident,  who  per* 
forms  the  fundlions  of  lieutenant-governor 
whenever  oCcafion  fo  requires. 

The  legiftature  can  alter  the  boundaries 
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of  the  diftridis  according  to  the  changes 
which  may  take  place  in  their  relative 

wealth. 

The  qualifications  for  eligibility  as  a fena- 
tor  are,  that  the  candidate  have  attained  the 
age  of  thirty  years,  have  refided  in  the  hate 
during  feven  years,  and  during  one  year  in 
the  diftridt  where  he  is  chofen,  and  that  he 
poffefs  a landed  property  to  the  amount  of 
eight  hundred  dollars. 

The  reprefentatives  muff  be  at  leaf!:  one 
and  twenty  years  old,  have  refided  in  the 
ftate  during  two  years,  be  at  the  time  of 
their  election  inhabitants  of  the  townfhip 
by  which  they  are  chofen,  and  poffefs  an 
eftate  of  four  hundred  dollars,  of  which  two 
hundred  muft  be  in  landed  property  in  their 
own  right. 

o 

Each  town  or  parifli  containing  a hundred 
and  fifty  inhabitants  who  pay  taxes  fends 
one  reprefentative,  and  an  additional  one  for 
every  three  hundred  and  fifty  more.  Such 
parishes  as  do  not  come  up  to  the  former 
number  are  joined  together  or  . united  with 
ethers  that  are  more  populous,  according  to 
local  circumftances. 
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The  fame  conditions  which  qualify  for  a 
feât  in  the  fenate  are  fufficient  qualifications 
for  the  office  of  governor  ; with  only  this 
difference,  that,  in  the  latter  cafe,  the  pof- 
feffion  of  an  ellate  of  two  thoufand  dollars  is 
required.  The  governor  is  eleded  by  town- 
fhips,  and  muft  have  an  abfolute  majority 
of  votes  : in  cafe  none  of  the  candidates 
fhould  have  fuch  majority,  the  two  houfes 
of  the  legiflature  eleét  by  ballot  one  of  the 
two  who  have  had  the  greatefl  number  of 
fuffrages. 

The  ftate  is  divided  into  five  counties, 
each  of  which  ele&s  in  the  fame  manner  a 
member  of  the  executive  council. 

The  power  and  the  fondions  of  the  two 
houfes  are  the  fame  as  in  the  other  liâtes. 

The  governor  has  a right  to  refufe  his 
fignature  to  bills  which  have  paffed  through 
both  houfes  : but  he  is  bound  to  do  it  within 
five  days  after  they  have  been  prefented  to 
him;  and,  after  his  refufal,  a majority  of  two 
thirds  in  each  houfe  can  compel  him  to  affix 
his  fignature.  He  nominates  the  judges,  the 
ffieriffs,  the  general  officers,  the  militia  flaff; 
he  is  commander  in  chief  of  the  troops,  and 

can 
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can  grant  pardons  ; but  all  this  muft  be  done 
by  the  advice  of  his  council.  In  cafes  of  no- 
mination, the  governor  and  they  have  the 
power  of  a mutual  negative  over  each  other. 
—The  judges  are  appointed  during  good  be- 
haviour ; but  none  of  their  number  can  re- 
main in  office  after  the  age  of  feventy  years. 

The  legillature  of  New-Hampihire  fits 
twice  a year. 

In  their  laft  feffion  the  legillature  have  re- 
gulated the  mode  of  chooling  the  fix  ele&ors 
who  are  to  vote  for  a prefident  and  vice- 
prefident  of  the  United  States.  Thofe  elec- 
tors are  to  be  appointed,  in  like  manner  as 
the  governor  of  the  Hate,  by  the  electors  of 
each  townlhip.  The  votes  are  to  be  tranf- 
mitted  by  the  Selefl>Men  to  the  fecretary  of 
Hate  : they  are  next  to  be  examined  by  both 
houfes  of  the  legillature,  who  will  then  de- 
clare the  fix  eleélors.  The  perfons  thus 
çhofen  are  to  meet  on  the  firfl:  Wednefday  in 
December. 

The  laws  of  New-Hamplhire  allow  the 
utmoft  latitude  of  teftamentary  devife  : but 
ill  cafes  of  inteftacy  one  third  of  the  property 
is  affigned  to  the  furviving  hulband  or  wife, 
B b 3 and 
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and  the  remainder  divided  in  equal  portions 
among  the  children. 

The  criminal  co.de,  which  is  only  a miti- 
gation of  the  Englifh  code,  ftill  inflids  the 
punifhment  of  death  in  numerous  cafes* 
Whipping  and  the  pillory  are  the  fécond 
gradation  of  punishment,  and  are  appointed 
for  a very  confiderabie  number  of  offences. 
In  many  cafes  the  corporal  punifhment  may 
be  avoided  oil  payment  of  a fine.  Stealers 
of  borfes  or  other  cattle,  after  having  flood 
expoled  in  the  pillory,  are  marked  in  the  face 
with  feveral  black  lines  which  time  alone 
can  obliterate.  Thieves  of  every  other  kind 
are  condemned  to  the  fame  puniihment  in 
cafe  of  a repetition  of  their  crime. 

The  law  refpeding  Sunday,  lefs  tin&ured 
with  puerile  fuperfiition  than  that  of  Mafia- 
chufetts*  confines  its  prohibitions  to  bodily 
labour  and  amufements. 

The  finances  of  the  flate  are  in  good  or- 
der. At  the  conclufion  of  the  war  its  gene- 
ral debt  amounted  to  about  five  hundred 
thoufand  dollars,  of  which  three  hundred 
thoufand  have  been  affumed  by  the  Union, 
which  allows  for  them,  as  elfewhere,  an  in- 

tereft 
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tered  of  fix  per  cent  until  they  be  reim- 
burfed.  The  other  two  hundred  thoufand, 
that  remained  as  a debt  on  the  date,  have 
been  paid  off  by  fales  of  land  and  other  fpe- 
cial  means  ; New-Hampfhire  has  at  prefent 
in  hand  a fund  of  two  hundred  and  fifty 
thoufand  dollars,  part  in  fecurities  of  the 
United  States,  part  in  the  bank. 

The  commiflioners  appointed  to  fettle  the 
accounts  between  the  United'  States  and  the 
individual  dates  have  declared  'New-Hamp- 
fhire creditor  in  the  fum  of  feventy-five 
thoufand  and  fixty-five  dollars. — The  ex- 
pences  of  the  government  are  ordinarily 
about  twenty -eight  thoufand  fix  hundred 
dollars  : they  are  fometimes  higher  accord- 
ing to  circumftances.  In  that  him  are  not 
included  the  purchafes  of  arms  and  ammu- 
nition required  to  furnifh  the  magazines  to 
the  extent  prefcribed  by  the  law. 

Slavery  is  not  abolifhed  here  by  an  exprefs 
law,  as*  in  Maffâchufetts.  The  fird  article 
of  the  New-Hampfhire  declaration  of  rights 
pronounces  that  all  men  are  born  equal  and 
independent  : but  private  filtered  has  fug- 
geded  an  interpretation  of  that  article  which 
B b 4 redridts 
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reftri^ls  its  benefits  to  thofe  born  after  the 
promulgation  of  the  çonftitution.  There 
are  however  no  tales  of  {laves  ; the  public 
authority  is  not  exerted  for  the  feizure  of 
thofe  who  run  away  ; and  the  few  {laves 
who  are  in  the  ftate  are  in  all  refpeéts  treats 
ed  on  the  fame  footing  with  other  fervants. 
Their  children  are  educated  at  the  fame 
fchools.  The  real  evil,  therefore,  the  de- 
gradation of  flavery,  does  not  exift  in  New- 
Hampfhire;  and  the  name  of  {lave  is  hardly 
known  in  the  ftate.  No  better  plan  could  be 
adopted  by  a people  who  flopped  {hort  of 
total  emancipation, 

For  fome  years  back  the  ftate  has  im- 
pofed  no  taxes.  The  legiflature  neverthe- 
lefs  make  it  a rule  to  exercife  occafionally 
the  right  of  taxation,  for  the  purpofe  of 
keeping  the  inhabitants  aççuftomed  to  fuch 
contributions,  and  alfo  of  increafing  the  pub* 
Jiç  refou rces,  The  laft  fum  demanded  was 
twenty-four  thqufand  dollars.  Lands,  mova4' 
ble  property,  cattle,  even  money  in  the 
funds,  are  fuhjedt  to  the  tax  ç and  the  fcale 
pf  proportion  between  the  different  articles 
ta^ed  by  the  ftate  ferves  as  a bafis.  for  all 

the 
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the  county  and  town  rates,  which,  though 
more  confiderable  than  thole  impofed  by  the 
Hate,  are  yet  very  light. 

In  the  general  afieflment  of  the  taxes, 
each  county,  and  each  townlhip  in  each 
county,  has  its  particular  quota  afligned  to  it 
by  the  law,  which  may  however  vary  in 
confequence  of  any  important  changes  tak- 
ing place  in  the  wealth  of  thofe  townlhips  or 
counties. 

The  mode  of  a fie  fling  and  levying  the 
taxes  is  nearly  the  fame  in  New-Hampfhire 
as  in  Maflachufetts.  The  valuation  of  all 
taxable  property  is  to  be  made  every  fifth 
year  at  fartheft.  The  poll-tax,  to  which  all 
men  from  the  age  of  eighteen  years  to  that 
of  feventy  are  fubjedl,  is  eight  fhillings  per 
head.  The  total  annual  amount  of  taxable 
property,  according  to  the  laft  valuation 
made  in  17Q4,  is  forty-two  thoufand  and 
ninety  pounds,  or  a hundred  and  forty  thou<- 
fand  three  hundred  dollars.  The  poll-tax 
payable  by  twenty-eight  thoufand  eight  hun- 
dred and  thirteen  inhabitants  makes  a part 
of  that  fum.  The  Seledi-Men  are  the  af- 
feflbrs  of  the  taxes  in  the  different  town- 
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ihips  ; and  it  is  to  them  that  the  ftate-trea- 
furer  fends  the  fchedule  of  the  apportion- 
ment of  the  taxes.  They  are  in  confe- 
quence  authorized  to  demand  of  each  in- 
habitant a yearly  written  declaration  of  his 
property.  In  cafe  of  deception  in  thofe  de- 
clarations, the  Select-Men  affefs  the  tranf- 
greffor  to  four  times  the  amount  of  the  fum 
at  which  he  was  rated.  The  inhabitants 
have  the  power  of  appointing  the  collec-? 
tors;  but  the  appointment  is  generally  left 
to  the  Select-Men,  who  agree  with  the  in- 
habitants for  the  expence  of  collection,  which 
is  from  four  to  five  per  cent.  The  taxes 
are  to  be  levied  and  remitted  to  the  treafurer 
during  the  courfe  of  the  year  ; and  they 
are  in  general  punctually  paid.  The  law 
provides  means  for  calling  to  account  the 
Select-Men,  collectors,  treafurers,  &c.  who 
are  guilty  of  neglect  or  dilhonefty. 

The  ftate  debt,  of  which  I have  not  been 
able  to  learn  the  precifè  amount,  is  far  from 
confiderable,  and  probably  will  within  a very 
ihort  period  be  wholly  extinguiihed. 

The  roads,  and  the  finger-pofts  which  the 
lavy  requires  to  be  erected  on  them,  are  kept 

in 
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in  repair  by  the  townfhips,  that  is  to  fay,  by 
the  perfonal  labour  of  each  inhabitant,  or 
a pecuniary  commutation  in  its  ftead.  The 
rate  for  the  maintenance  of  the  poor  is  alfo 
a town  rate.  Several  houfes  are  eftablifhed 
for  their  reception  in  different  parts  of  the 
fate,  and  are  in  general  as  ill  kept  as  fuch 
eftablifhments  are  every-where  elfe. 

Portsmouth  is  the  only  port  of  entry  in 
the  commonwealth  of  New  - Hampfhire. — - 
Exeter  and  Dover,  fituate  in  the  inner  part 
of  the  fame  bay,  and  to  which  fome  velfels 
of  inferior  tonnage  go  up,  carry  on  no  com- 
merce except  through  the  medium  of  Portf- 
mouth,  and  have  no  cuftom-houfe.  The 
exportations  from  Portfmouth  amounted,  in 

1790,  to  one  hundred  and  thirty-four  thou- 
fand  three  hundred  and  nine  dollars  — in 

1791,  to  one  hundred  and  fifty-one  thoufand 
four  hundred  and  twenty-five — in  1792,  to 
one  ‘hundred  and  eighty-one  thoufand  three 
hundred  and  fixty-eight— in  1793,  to  one 
hundred  and  feventy-fix  thoufand  and  eighty- 
three*—  in  1794,  to  one  hundred  and  fixty- 
four  thoufand  two  hundred  and  feventeen 
- — in  1/95,  to  two  hundred  and  forty-fix 

thoufand 
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thoufand  three  hundred  and  fixty-four — and, 
in  the  firft  fix  months  of  the  prefent  year 
1706,  to  two  hundred  and  fixty-two  thoufand 
three  hundred  and  fifty-one. 

The  confiderable  increafe  in  the  prefent 
year  was  occafioned  by  the  extraordinary 
circumftance  of  feveral  fhips  coming  from 
the  Weft-Indies,  which,  though  configned 
to  other  ports,  were  obliged  to  difcharge 
their  cargoes  here.  The  produce  of  the 
cuftom-houfe  duties  on  imported  articles 
amounted,  in  1 7Q0,  to  fixteen  thoufand  five 
hundred  and  feventy-nine  dollars — in  1791, 
to  thirty-one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and 
fifty-four — in  1792,  to  forty-five  thoufand 
four  hundred  and  ninety-nine — in  1793,  to 
fifty-one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  fifty- 
eight — in  1794,  to  fifty-one  thoufand  eight 
hundred  and  three — and,  in  1795,  to  fifty- 
nine  thoufand  fix  hundred  and  fifty-eight.' 
The  principal  articles  of  thofe  importations 
are  the  productions  of  the  Weft-India  iflands 
— wine,  foap,  oil,  and  hemp,  from  Europe — « 
and  manufactured  goods.  It  is  with  the 
French  iflands  that  New-Hampfhire  carries 
on  the  chief  part  of  her  Weft-India  trade, 

and 
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and  with  Holland  and  Germany  of  her  Eu- 
ropean. It  is  moft  commonly  through  the 
medium  of  Bofton  that  the  receives  her  lup- 
plies  of  Britifh  goods.  The  vefiels  belong- 
ing to  Portfmouth  that  vifit  England,  feldom 
touch  there  except  on  their  return  from  Ger- 
many. 

The  productions  of  New-Hamp(hire  are 
Indian  corn,  wheat,  barley,  rye,  black  cat- 
tle, goats,  fheep,  hogs,  horfes,  mules,  poul- 
try, flax,  hemp,  pot-afli,  pearl~afh,  timber 
of  every  kind  and  in  great  quantities.  Thefe 
furnifh  matter  for  her  exportations  : but  the 
local  fituation  of  the  country,  which  removes 
from  the  vicinity  of  the  fea  a great  number 
of  its  inhabitants,  and  places  them  nearer 
to  the  Connecticut  and  the  North-River, 
caufes  a great  portion  of  the  produce  to  pats 
through  Albany,  New- York,  and  the  towns 
of  Connecticut. — New-Hampfhire  re-exports 
moreover  a great  quantity  of  commodities 
imported  from  the  Weft-Indies. 

The  total  amount  of  the  tonnage  em- 
ployed by  this  ftate  in  foreign  trade  was, 
in  1/93,  eleven  thoufand  feven  hundred  and 
nine  tons— « in  1794,  twelve  thoufand  and 
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eleven — in  1 795,  twelve  thoufand  nine  hurl* 
dred  and  feventy: — in  the  préfen t year  1796, 
it  is  thirteen  thoufand  five  hundred  and  fortv0 
In  addition  to  this,  the  tonnage  employed  in 
the  chaffing  trade  and  filheries  was,  in  1793, 
one  thoufand  two  hundred  and  fifty-five  tons 
— in  1794,  one  thoufand  four  hundred  and 
twenty-eight— in  1795,  one  thoufand  four 
hundred  and  forty-fix: — and  it  now  amounts, 
in  1796,  to  one  thoufand  four  hundred  and 
fifty. 

The  population  of  New-Hampfhire  con- 
fills  of  about  a hundred  and  ninety  thoufand 
fouls.  Although  almoft  all  the  townlhips, 
which  are  generally  .of  fix  fquare  miles,  have 
been  granted  by  the  ftate,  fome  are  yet  wholly 
deftitute  of  inhabitants,  and  many  others 
contain  very  few.  It  is  only  from  its  own 
population  that  this  ftate  can  expert  any 
confiderable  increafe  ; for  there  is  no  im- 
migration to  it  from  other  parts.  The  laws 
of  New-England  had  long  prohibited  the  ad- 
miffion  of  any  emigrants  from  Europe,  ex- 
cept Englifhmen,  who  are  not  eafily  induced 
to  quit  their  native  country.  Since  thole 
prohibitory  laws  have  ceafed  to  be  enforced, 

foreign 
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foreign  immigrants  are  not  more  numerous 
in  JNiew-Hampfhire  than  at  former  periods  ; 
becaufe,  in  the  firft  place,  Connecticut, 
Rhode-Ifland,  and  MafTachufetts,  have  at  pre- 
fent  nearly  their  due  quantum  of  popula- 
tion ; and,  in  the  fécond  place,  becaufe  the 
tide  of  foreign  immigration,  having  long 
fince  taken  its  courfe  toward  the  fiâtes  of 
New-York,  Pennfÿlvania,  &c.  will,  for  a 
long  time  to  come,  flow  in  the  fame  chan- 
nels, attracted  by  motives  of  confanguinity, 
and  the  various  relations  exifting  between 
the  new  immigrants  and  the  old.  Such  im-* 
migrations  from  thofe  three  populous  ftateê 
of  New-England,  as  do  not  take  à weftera 
direction,  incline  toward  Vermont  in  prc-r 
ference  to  New-Hampfhire,  becaufe  in  Ver- 
mont the  lands  are  cheaper.  The  ftate  of 
Vermont,  moreover*  at  the  time  of  its  for- 
mation, paffed  a law,  unjufl  in  itfelf,  but  fa- 
vourable to  a fpeedy  increafe  of  population 
in  the  country.  A great  part  of  its  lands 
had  been  granted  in  the  mafs  to  the  inhabi- 
tants of  New-Hampfhire  by  the  governor^ 
of  that  ftate,  of  which  Vermont  then  con- 
ftituted  a part*  When  ereCled  into  a fepa- 
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rate  commonwealth,  the  legiflature  of  Ver^ 
mont  declared  that  every  perfon  taking  pof- 
feffion  of  the  uninhabited  lands,  by  whom-* 
foever  owned,  fhould  enjoy  them  unmolefted 
during  the  fpace  of  feven  years;  Allured 
by  this  invitation,  outcafts,  debtors,  needy 
adventurers,  flocked  thither  from  all  quar- 
ters. The  inhabitants  of  New-Hampfhire, 
who  were  the  proprietors  of  thofe  lands, 
fearing  to  fee  themfelves  entirely  deprived 
of  them,  concluded  bargains  with  the  new- 
comers on  whatever  terms  the  latter  were 
pleafed  to  allow.  In  confequence  of  thefe 
tranfaftions,  the  population  of  Vermont  re- 
ceived fo  rapid  an  increafe,  that,  although 
ten  years  fince  it  hardly  contained  forty  thou- 
fand  inhabitants,  it  now  reckons  above  a 
hundred  thoufand  ; and  land  ftill  continues 
there  at  a lower  price  than  in  New-Hamp-% 
fhire,  where  from  one  to  five  dollars  are  paid 
per  acre  in  the  interior  part  of  the  country, 
according  to  the  number  of  inhabitants  al- 
ready fettled  in  the  townlhip  where  the  pur- 
chafe  is  made. 

Free  fchools  are  fupported  at  the  public 
charge  in  New-Hampfhire,  as  in  Malfachu- 

fetts  ; 


% 


NORTH  AMERICA,  CANADA,  &C.  385 

fetts  ; with  this  difference,  however,  that  in 
none  of  them  do  children  receive  the  firft 
leflons  in  reading.  The  pupils  are  inftrudt- 
ed  in  writing  and  arithmetic — in  Latin,  as 
far  as  Virgil  and  Cicero — in  Greek,  fo  far 
only  as  to  tranflate  the  Teftament— and  in 
the  principles  of  the  Englifh  language.  An 
academy  at  Exeter  purfues  the  courfe  of  edu- 
cation a little  farther,  and  gives  feme  tinc- 
ture of  the  iciences.  The  univerfity  of  New- 
Hampfhire  is  at  Dartmouth  on  Connedticut- 
River.  The  parents  of  the  children  are 
bound  to  have  them  taught  to  read.  The 
want  of  gratuitous  inftrudtion  in  that  firft 
ftage  is  certainly  a bar  to  the  general  dif- 
femination  of  knowledge  through  the  ftate. 

The  more  I fee<  of  America,  the  more 
firmly  am  I convinced  that  the  underftand- 
ings  of  the  people  are  every- where  good. 
The  inhabitants  are  induftrious  : each  family 
has  its  domeftic  manufactories  where  the  ne- 
ceflary  articles  of  clothing  are  fabricated  and 
died  : yet  few  families  refrain  from  pur- 
ehafing  at  the  retailer’s  flore  fome  Euro- 
pean fluffs  or  ribands,  that  they  may  not,  at 
Vol.  III.  C c the 
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the  meeting  on  funday,  appear  lefs  fine  than 
their  neighbours. 

The  militia  of  New-Hampfhire  is  divided 
into  twenty-eight  regiments,  and  amounts  to 
twenty-eight  thoufand  men,  of  whom  two 
thoufand  are  cavalry,  and  fix  hundred  artil-* 
lerifts. 

Notwithftanding  the  claufe  in  the  confti- 
tution  which  requires  the  profeffion  of  the 
proteftant  religion  as  a qualification  for  every 
public  office,  unbounded  religious  freedom 
prevails  in  the  ftate,  and  almoft  every  fe£t 
of  Chriftians  have  here  public  places  of  wor- 
ftip.  _ . , 

The  moil  ancient  fettlements  in  New- 
Hampffiire  were  formed  foon  after  thofe  of 
Maffachufetts.  Portsmouth  and  Dover  are 
the  places  where  the  firft  eftablifhments 
were  made.  But  difturbances  having  arifen 
in  this  province,  and  introduced  a ftate  of 
anarchy  which  became  intolerable  to  the 
majority  of  the  inhabitants,  they  put  them- 
Selves  under  the  proteftion  of  the  colony  of 
Maflachufetts  which  was  in  a much  more 
flourifhing  condition,  and  where  a more  re- 
gular 
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gular  fyflem  of  laws  was  followed.  They 
incorporated  themfelves  with  Mafiachufetts 
in  1Ô42  : but  the  province  of  New-Hamp- 
fhire  becoming  more  populous,  and  fome  dis- 
contents having  broken  out  on  occalion  of 
the  fuperiority  which  Maffachufetts  affumed 
over  it — and  thefe  difcontents  being  more- 
over embittered  by  quarrels  on  the  fubjeft  of 
religion — the  inhabitants  petitioned  the  Eng- 
lifh  court  that  their  colony  might  again  be- 
come a feparate  province  ; and  accordingly, 
by  an  edidt  iffued  in  1Ô/Q,  Charles  the  Se- 
cond granted  their  requeft,  and  created  New- 
Hamplhire  a diftindt  and  royal  province. 

One  of  the  fix  frigates  voted  two  years 
fince  by  Congrefs  was  to  have  been  built 
here  : but,  like  thofe  of  Portfmouth  in  Vir- 
ginia and  of  New- York,  it  is  among  the 
three  of  which  the  national  legiflature  at 
their  laft  feffion  countermanded  the  con- 
ftruftion.  The  timber,  which  colt  fo  much 
money,  remains  in  the  dock  - yard  half- 
wrought  ; and,  notwithstanding  all  the  care 
which,  people  fay,  will  be  taken  for  its  pre- 
servation, a very  fmall  portion  of  it  will  af- 
ter a few  years  be  fit  for  fervice.  In  a 
C c 2 dock- 
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dock-yard  adjoining  to  that  where  this  fri- 
gate was  begun,  the  fame  workmen  who 
wérè  employed  upon  it  are  now  building 
one  intended  to  carry  thirty-two  guns,  which 
was  firft  laid  on  the  flocks  a month  fince, 
and  is  to  be  finished  by  next  fpring.  It  is 
a prefent  demanded  of  the  United  States  by 
the  dey  of  Algiers,  as  an  inducement  to  his 
faithful  obfervance  of  the  treaty  he  has  con- 
cluded with  them.  It  is  afferted  that  this 
condition,  which  the  executive  power  of  the 
United  States  is  eager  fpeedily  to  comply 
with,  is  the  refult  of  a fupplemental  treaty 
which  will  remain  unknown  till  the  next 
feflion  of  Congrefs  ; but  that  there  can  exift 
no  doubt  that  neceffity  will  oblige  them  to 
ratify  it. — When  we  recoiled;  that  thofe  fix 
frigates  were  voted  for  the  purpofe  of  re- 
prefling the  piracies  of  the  Algerines — when 
we  read  the  treaty  fince  concluded,  and  fee 
a frigate  given  to  thofe  fame  Algerines  as  a 
prefent  from  America— we  might  reafonably 
be  furprized  if  the  power  of  the  United 
States,  and  the  confiftency  of  their  political 
iyftem,  were  held  in  high  repute  at  Al- 
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III  going  to  Portfmoutb,  I purfued  the 
fame  track  as  laft  year,  through  Salem, 
Newbury,  Hampton.  I have  therefore  no 
new  information  to  offer,  except  that  al~ 
mo  ft  every  article  is  rifen  in  price,  and  that 
fhip-building  is  carried  on  in  all  the  creeks 
with  ftill  greater  aflivitv  than  during  the  laft 
year,  as  if  trade  were  always  to  be  carried 
on  in  American  bottoms  to  the  fame  extent. 
But  the  war  cannot  endure  for-ever and, 
on  the  return  of  peace,  many  of  the  fhip* 
owners  will  difcover  that  they  might  have 
employed  their  money  to  greater  advantage, 

I returned  from  Portimouth  by  the  upper 
road.  It  was  at  the  diftance  of  feveral  miles 
from  the  fea,  and  it  is  not  longer  than^the 
other  ; but  it  is  lefs  agreeable,  and  more 
difficult,  inafmuch  as  it  croffes  mountains 
and  fands,  and  efpecially  as  it  lies  through  & 
lefs  beautiful  and  lefs  cultivated  country. 

EXETER. 

This  town,  fourteen  miles  diftant  from 
Portfmouth,  is  the  feat  of  the  government  of 
New-Hampffiire,  and  fituate  in  the  county 
C c 3 of 
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of  Rockingham,  on  the  river  Surampfcot, 
at  the  head  of  the  bay  of  Pifcataqua.  It 
contains  about  three  hundred  and  fifty  houfes, 
and  from  fixteen  to  feventeen  hundred  in- 
habitants. The  houfes  are  tolerably  neat; 
and  the  place  receives  a good  fhare  of 
vity  from  feveral  mills  for  corn,  paper,  full- 
ing, tobacco,  chocolate,  and  fawing,  and  from 
fome  iron-works. 

I have  obferved  that  there  was  an  aca- 
demy in  this  town.  It  was  incorporated  in 
1781  by  an  a£t  of  the  legifiature,  under  the 
name  of  Phillips’s  Exeter  Academy,” 
from  the  name  of  a Mr.  Phillips,  a minilder 
of  Exeter,  who  was  the  principal  donor  to 
it. — -Before  the  revolution,  and  at  the  time 
when  Portsmouth  carried  on  an  extenfive 
commerce,  many  veffels  were,  built  at  Exe- 
ter : but,  fince  the  decline  of  the  trade  of 
Portfmouth,  the  fhip-building  at  Exeter  ha£ 
dwindled  almoft  to  nothing  ; not  more  than 
two  or  three  veffels  being  annually  built 
there,  and  thefe  being  only  Hoops.  No  vef- 
fels above  the  burden  of  twenty  tons  can  go 
up  to  that  town. 

Under  the  head  of  Portfmouth  I forgot 

to 
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îq  notice  a particularity  which  would  there 
have  been  more  properly  placed  than  under 
the  head  of  Exeter,  although  the  fame  fa£t 
exifts  here  alfo.  It  is,  that  in  that  con- 
fiderable  town,  where  all  the  houfes  except 
one  or  two  are  built  of  wood,  the  only  mode 
pra&ifed  for  cleaning  the  chimneys  is  to  fet 
them  on  fire.  That  operation  is  performed 
in  rainy  weather,  that  the  roofs,  which  are 
covered  with  fhingles,  may  be  the  lefs  ex^ 
pofed  to  catch  fire  from  the  flying  fparks. 
There  is  not  an  inftance  on  record  of  any 
mifehief  having  been  caufed  by  this  Angular 
procefs  of  cleaning  the  chimneys.  The  want 
of  chimney-fweepers  firft  gave  rife  to  this 
practice,  which  is  at  length  fo  thoroughly 
eftablifhed  by  habit,  as  to  be  now  employed 
in  preference  to  any  other,  even  when  fweeps 
happen  to  pafs  through  the  town.  The  fame 
cuflom  almoit  univerfally  prevails  in  all  the 
fmall  towns  or  villages  of  New-England,  and 
alfo  in  many  other  parts  of  America, 
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HAVER-HILL. 

From  Exeter  to  Haver-hill,  the  country 
wears  the  appearance  of  a defert  ; prefenting 
to  the  view  an  almoft  uninterrupted  fuc~ 
ceffion  of  woods  of  the  pooreft  kind  and  of 
the  fm  all  eft  growth— here  and  there  a few 
acres  cultivated— but  bad  land,  bad  culture, 
indifferent  houfes  : — the  traveller  fancies 
himfelf  at  the  diftance  of  a hundred  miles 
from  any  inhabited  country.  Within  a few 
miles  from  Haver-hill  the  country  a firmes 
a more  pleafing  afped;  the  land  is  better, 
the  cultivation  more  regular,  and  the  houfes 
more  lightly.  Haver^hill  is  in  the  Rate  of 
Maflachufetts,  and  fituate  on  the  Merrimack, 
the  fame  river  which  forms  the  port  of 
Newbury.  Over  this  river  was  built  in  1 7QÏ 
a tolerably  handfome  bridge,  confifting  of 
three  wooden  arches,  each  a hundred  and 
eighty-two  feet  in  breadth,  and  fupported  by 
ftone  piers  and  buttreffes.  This  bridge  is 
not  fufficiently  light  in  its  upper  part  : and 
as  the  intervals  between  the  arches  are  not 
raifed  to  a level  with  the  tops  of  the  vaults, 

there 


NORTH  AMERICA,  CANADA,  &C.  393 

there  is  a defcent  from  each  to  the  plat-form 
of  the  pier,  and  an  afcent  to  the  next,  fo  as 
to  render  the  paflage  unpleafant.  But  civil 
architecture  has  not  yet  made  fufficient  ad- 
vances to  improvement  in  this  new  country 
to  admit  of  attention  being  paid  to  the  con- 
venience of  travellers. 

A confiderable  number  of  (hips  are  an- 
nually built  at  Haver- hill  — often  fifty  or 
fixty.  The  greater  number  of  them  are 
fold  in  the  fouthern  ftates.  Only  fix  veffels 
are  owned  by  the  merchants  of  this  port,  and 
' employed  in  the  Weft-Indian  and  even  in 
the  European  trade  : but  they  take  their 
cargoes  to  Bofron,  whence  are  procured  the 
foreign  commodities  neceffary  for  the  con- 
fumption  and  trade  of  Haver-hill,  which 
fupplies  many  townffiips  in  the  back  coun- 
try. The  flores  here  are  numerous  and  well 
flocked  : and  the  manufactories  that  claim 
more  particular  notice  are  a pretty  con- 
fiderable  one  of  fail-cloth,  and  fome  diflil- 
leries,  Although  hemp  is  produced  both  in 
New-Hampffiire  and  Maflachufetts,  that  of 
Ruffian  growth  is  alone  ufed  in  this  fail- 

cloth- 
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cloth-manufaftory  ; and  it  is  procured  from 
Bofton. 

I have  been  affured  that  veifels  of  a hun- 
dred tons  burden  can  come  up  to  Haver-hill 
in  the  high  tides.  This  town,  which  con- 
tains between  two  and  three  thoufand  in- 
habitants, is  moreover  in  a ftate  of  increafe: 
and  a great  number  of  handfome  houfes  are 
now  a-building  in  it.  The  price  of  land  in 
its  vicinity  is  a hundred  dollars  the  acre  : at 
fome  diftance,  it  is  only  thirty.  The  agri- 
culture in  its  immediate  environs  is  almofi 
folejy  confined  to  Indian  corn  and  meadow. 
It  is  eafy  here  to  procure  workmen  ; and 
their  wages  are  four  {hillings  and  nine  pence 
per  day,  and  feven  dollars  per  month.  A 
mafoti  can  earn  feven  {hillings,  a houfe- 
earpenter  nine  fhillings,  and  a {hip-carpem- 
ter  two  dollars.  Philadelphia  flour  now  fells 
here  at  thirteen  dollars  the  barrel,  that  of 
the  country  produce  at  cfix  or  feven.  This 
enormous  difference  arifes  not  only  from  the 
difference  in  the  beauty  of  the  grain  and  in 
the  goodnefs  of  the  mills,  but  alfo  from  the 
adulteration  of  the  country  flour,  which,  not 

being 
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being  fubjedt  to  any  infpedtion,  is  mixed  with 
the  flour  of  peas,  beans,  and  potatoes,  and 
thus  is  inferior  in  quality  even  to  good  In- 
dian meal. 

RETURN  TO  BOSTON. 

Beyond  Haver- hill  bridge  the  traveller 
enters  the  townfhip  of  Brentford,  which  is 
a part  of  the  county  of  Eflfex,  and  where  the 
land  {till  prefents  the  fame  appearance.  In 
this  townfhip  is  a coniiderable  manufacture 
of  men’s  fhoes  for  exportation.  The  num^ 
ber  daily  produced  by  the  workmen  of  this 
little  place  is  eftimated  at  two  hundred  pair, 
tThefe  fhoes,  which  are  of  good  materials 
and  well  made,  are  fold  at  four  fhillings  and 
nine  pence  halfpenny  the  pair.  The  leather 
employed  in  making  them  comes  from  the 
Spanifh  part  of  Saint-Domingo, 

From  Haver-hill  to  Bofton  the  country  is 
quite  rich,  abounding  in*  good  houfes  and 
beautiful  farms.  The  townfhip  of  Andover 
in  particular  is  remarkable  for  its  charm- 
ing meadows,  and  the  numerous  herds  of 
£ne  cattle  with  which  they  are  flocked. 

On 
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On  this  little  journey  I chatted,  according 
to  my  cuftom,  with  every  one  whom  I found 
difpofed  for  converfation  : and  it  is  not  very 
common  in  i\merica  to  find  perfons  who  are 
averfe  to  it,  efpecially  among  thofe  who  do 
not  rank  among  the  firft  clafs  of  fociety.  I 
every- where  obferved  a fenfe  of  refpeél  for 
the  prefident,  but  an  indifference  on  the  fub- 
je£t  of  his  refignation.  ct  He  is  old;  and  men 
cannot  laft  for  ever:”  fuch  is  the  general  re- 
mark. Befides,  lefs  importance  is  attached 
to  the  choice  of  his  fucceffor  than  I fhould 
have  expefted.  In  this  part  of  the  country 
indeed  the  votes  will  be  pretty  generally  in 
favour  of  John  Adams.  “ He  is  a good 
man,”  faid  to  me  a*  Colonel  Beverley  who 
keeps  a tavern  : “ JefFerfon  is  alfo  a good 
roan  : we  cannot  fail  to  find  good  men  in 
America.” 

The  general  fpirit  and  opinion  of  the 
people  are  the  fame  here  as  throughout  all 
New-England,  an*d  indeed  in  almoft  every 
part  of  America — a heart-felt  recolleftion  of 
the  fervices  rendered  by  France,  and  of  the 
evils  inflkded  by  England.  Neither  the  new 
political  fuhtilities  refpeâing  the  real  mo- 
tives 
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lives  of  thofe  fervices,  nor  the  documents  of 
national  ingratitude  which  are  the  refult  of 
them,  have  yet  impaired  the  friendly  difpo- 
fitions  entertained  by  the  people  of  America 
toward  France.  1 They  remember  that  Hie 
aided  them  in  the  hour  of  .need  : they  wifii 
her  profperity,  take  an  intereft  in  her  fuc- 
cefies,  and  enjoy  them  with  delight.  They 
equally  remember  that  England  burned  and 
deftroyed  their  houfes,  and  did  them  all  the 
mifchief  in  her  power.  They  would  not 
however  on  that  account  join  with  France 
to  wage  war  againft  England  : they  ftill 
equally  continue  to  fupply  their  wants  with 
the  articles  of  Britifh  manufacture  (which 
circumftance,  be  it  obferved  en  paffant,  af- 
fords a juft  fubjedt  of  animadverfion  on  the 
want  of  (kilful  management  in  the  former 
French  government);  but  they  pour  forth 
their  ardent  prayers  for  the  welfare  ofFrance. 
The  attachment  to  La  Fayette,  fo  percep- 
tibly diminiflied  in  the  great  towns  even 
fmce  my  arrival  in  America,  has  buffered 
no  abatement  in  the  other  parts  of  the  con- 
tinent ; and  numbers  of  honeft  fouls  are 
everv-where  found  who  declare  that  a çene- 
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ral  tax,  impofed  for  the  foie  purpofe  of 
railing  for  him  a confiderable  property, 
Would  be  paid  with  the  greateft  chearfulnefs 
throughout  the  whole  extent  of  America. 

x 

THIRD  VISIT  TO  BOSTON. 

This  time  I found  Bofton  in  a Rate  of 
confiderable  agitation.  The  caufe  is  fome- 
thing  of  a much  more  ferious  nature  than 
the  refignation  of  the  prefident  : it  is  the 
intelligence  of  the  refolution  announced  by 
France  of  caufing  her  fhips  of  war  and  pri- 
vateers to  feize  every  neutral  velfel  laden 
with  goods  of  Britifh  manufaéhire.  Already, 
I believe,  in  this  journal,  I have  mentioned 
fuch  an  event  as  likely  to  take  place — as 
being  a juft  and  perhaps  over-tardy  retalia- 
tion for  the  capture  of  American  fhips  laden 
with  provifions  for  France — as  a meafure 
which,  confidered  in  a commercial  view,  in- 
fiifts  a deeper  wound  on  Britain  than  on 
America,  fince  two  thirds  of  the  cargoes  ex- 
ported from  or  imported  into  America  are 
the  property  of  Englifh  houfes — and  which, 
in  fhort,  even  if  it  were  to  prove  fevere  in 

its 
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its  operation  on  the  American  commerce, 
finds  its  apology  in  the  late  treaty  concluded 
between  England  and  America,  in  the  ac- 
tive part  which  the  American  merchants 
took  in  that  treaty,  and  in  the  facility  with 
which  they  delivered  up  to  the  Englifh  with- 
out refiftance  or  reclamation  the  veffels  laden 
for  France.  1 do  not  think  X am  blinded 
by  my  affeélion  for  my  country  when  I thus 
juftify  the  ftep  lately  taken  by  her  governors, 
and  pronounce  this  fevere  meafure  to  be 
within  the  bounds  of  that  juftice  which  is 
confident  with  the  dreadful  right  of  war. 

I am  convinced  that  every  honed:  man, 
who  is  unbiafied  by  private  intereft  and  ab- 
folute  mafter  of  his  own  opinion,  will  think 
as  I do  on  the  fubjedl  : but  he  could  not, 
any  more  than  I,  flatter  himfelf  with  the 
hope  of  bringing  over  the  commercial  houfes 
of  America  to  his  fentiments  : **  a lofing 
gameder  cannot  fmile,”  fays  the  old  pro- 
verb ; and  it  is  beyond  all  doubt  that  this 
decifive  a6l  of  the  French  government,  the 
objedl  of  which  is  to  ruin  the  manufactures 
and  trade  of  England,  will  be  deeply  felt  by 
the  commercial  fortunes  of  this  continent. 

Accord- 
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Accordingly  the  merchants  of  Bofton,  or  at 
leaft  a part  of  them,  exclaim  againft  it  as 
fraught  with  injustice,  horror,  treachery,  and 
openly  exprefs  their  wilhes  that  America 
fhould  declare  war  againft  France*  Thefe 
puerile  wifhes  fhew  what  lofs  they  fear,  and 
how  far  their  fenfibility  of  it  influences  their 
judgement. 

That  intelligence  was  the  foie  topic  of 
converfation  in  Bofton  at  the  time  of  my  ar- 
rival : neverthelefs  it  found  apologifts  among 
the  inhabitants,  even  among  thofe  engaged 
in  trade*  Since  the  more  recent  news  that 
a French  fleet  is  on  its  way  to  Halifax,  peo- 
ple talk  lefs  loudly  againft  that  declaration  : 
for  fear,  as  well  as  intereft,  has  its  influence. 
If  France,  while  {he  does  fome  little  injury 
to  the  commerce  of  America,  ftiows  that 
ihe  has  it  in  her  power  to  do  ftill  greater, 
fhe  will  find  fo  many  friends  in  all  that  clafs 
of  the  Americans  who  now  declare  againft 
her*  Such  is  thë  mode  that  has  been  pur- 
fued  by  England  ; and,  however  painful  it 
may  be  to  make  the  remark,  it  is  a good  and 
effeétual  mode. 

With  re(pe£t  to  myfelf,  it  is  with  pleafure 
\ ' I con- 
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I confider  the  meafure  adopted  by  France  a9 
a mean  of  compelling  England  to  a fpeedy 
peace — an  event  which  will  prove  a blefling 
to  the  Britiih  nation,  and  a fti.ll  greater  bleffL 
ing  to  the  inhabitants  of  France  : for  peace 
will  more  than  any  thing  elfe  contribute  to 
give  liability  to  their  liberty  and  conftitution, 
whereas  they  are  both  expofed  to  confiant 
danger  by  the  war.  Let  us  then  hope  that 
a durable  peace  will  reftore.  to  Europe  that 
tranquillity  and  fecurity  of  which  (lie  fo 
greatly  (lands  in  need,  and  that  France, 
capable  of  fupporting  the  trying  burden  of 
profperity,  will  (how  herfelf  as  great  and 
generous  at  the  moment  of  fheathing  the 
fword  as  (he  has  been  terrible  while  fihe 
wielded  it:  let  us  hope  that  fuch  a peace 
will  foon  confer  on  the  French  people  all 
that  plenitude  of  happinefs  which  they  can* 
not  fail  to  enjoy  under  a government  who 
(hall  have  leifure  to  devote  their  thoughts 
to  a good  fyftem  of  adminiftration. 

After  a third  refidénce  of  a week  at  Bof- 
ton,  I finally  quitted  it  to  proceed  toward 
Philadelphia.  It  was  not  without  regret  that 
I parted  from  feveral  perfons  who  had  con- 
Vol»  III.  D d tinued 
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tinned  to  fhow  me  the  fame  multiplied  marks 
of  friendly  intercft  and  obliging  attention 
which  they  had  lavifhed  on  me  in  the  pre- 
ceding year.  At  the  head  of  the  lift  I will 
place  Dodor  Euftis,  a man  as  really  good  as 
he  is  agreeable,  prudent,  enlightened  in  his 
opinions,  liberal  in  his  fentiments  and  con- 
du d,  effentially  amiable  and  eftimable,  and 
endowed  with  an  independence  of  character 
which  feeures  all  thofe  qualities  on  a firm 
bafis.  1 have  conceived  for  him  a fincere 
friendfhip;  which  feparation  or  diftance  will 
never  prevent  me  from  cultivating. 

MARLBOROUGH,  AND  THE  WILLIAMS 
FAMILY. 

The  firft  night  of  my  journey,  Odober 
13,  I fpent  at  Marlborough  in  the  houfe  of 
the  fame  Williamses  where  I had  been  fick 
1’aft  year,  and  had  experienced  fuch  remark- 
able attentions  from  the  family.  I would 
not  on  any  account  have  paffed  their  door 
without  flopping.  They  received  me  with 
cordial  demonftrations  of  pleafure.  People: 
delight  in  feeing  thofe  to  whom  they  Jhavet 

rendered 
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rendered  fervice  ; and  I felt  à fnicere  fatift 
fadiion  in  again  beholding  thofe  to  whom  1 
felt  fo  many  obligations.  Honeft  Williams's 
crops  have  been  good  this  feafon  in  every 
department  of  his  hufoandry.  His  farm* 
which  I perambulated  in  company  with 
him,  is  in  excellent  condition  t he  plentifully 
dungs  his  land;  and  in  confequence  his  mea- 
dows yield  him  from  fix  to  eight  thoüfand 
weight  of  hay  per  acre.  He  reaps  front 
fifty  to  fixty  bufhels  of  Indian  corn  per  acre  $ 
and,  the  Indian  corn  bearing  a price  of  fever! 
or  eight  fhillings  the  bufhel*  each  acre  thus 
produces  him  about  feventy  dollars.  The 
wages  of  his  wofkmen  are  increafed  : lafl 
year  they  were  ten  dollars  per  month  ; this 
year  they  are  twelve  ; and,  at  the  time  of 
the  hay*-making,  he  was  obliged  in  fome  in* 
ftances  to  pay  fo  high  as  twenty  dollars* 
The  lands  of  his  farm  would  not,  in  theif 
prefent  ftate,  he  fold  for  lefs  than  three  hun* 
dred  dollars  per  acre:  he  lets  fomé  near  his 
own  habitation  at  a rent  proportioned  to  the 
value  of  a hundred  and  fifty. 

This  country  of  Mafifachufctts,*  bowevef 
mountainous,  is  in  a general  ftate  of  good 
D d 2 cultiva- 
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cultivation  : but  although  in  fome  townfhips 
large  quantities  of  wheat  are  produced,  the 
principal  objects  of  culture  are  Indian  corn, 
potatoes,  and  meadow. 

The  political  opinions  of  old  Williams 
have  undergone  no  change  : he  (till  continues 
a zealous  admirer  of  the  prefident,  ftill  hates 
the  Englifh.  Speaking  to  me  of  the  prefi- 
dent’s  rçfignatory  addrefs,  “ Does  it  not,” 
faid  he,  “ contain  great  truths  ? But  what 
does  lie  mean  by  that  fandnefs :.and  that  an- 
tipathy. which  he  does  not  wilh  the  Ameri- 
cans to  entertain  ? It  is  faid  that  he  alludes 
to  the  French  and  Englilh  : I fhould  not  be 
over  pleafed  with  that  : but  the  old  man 
knows  more  of  the  matter  than  we  ; and 
no  doubt  he  has  good  reafons  for  what  he 
fays.”  ■ 

BROOKFIELD. 

From  Marlborough  to  Brookfield  where 
ended  my  fécond  .day’s  journey,  the  face  of 
the  country  continues  the  fame,  and  the 
fame  cultivation  prevails.  In  the  environs 
of  Brookfield  are.  raifed  wheat,  barley,  rye, 

a little 
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a*  little  Indian  corn,  and  a great  quantity 
of  potatoes.  Grounds  kept  in  good  order 
yield  two  hundred  bufhels  of  the  latter  per 
acre,  which  being  fold  at  two  (hillings  the 
bu(hel,  each  acre  yields  of  courfe  a product 
of  fixty-fix  dollars.  However  abundant  the 
crops  of  potatoes  may  prove,  a ready  fale  is 
found  for  them  at  that  price.  In  the  vicinity 
of  this  place  are  reared  great  numbers  of 
cattle,  which  are  quickly  taken  off  as  foon 
as  they  are  fit  for  the  market,  Exclufive  of 
the  confumption  in  the  town,  which  is  not 
inconfiderable,  large  quantities  of  beef  are 
here  falted  for  exportation.  Some  horfes 
are  alfo  reared.  The  lands  are  dunged,  but 
not  near  fo  well  as  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Bofton.  The  meadows  in  good  condition 
produce  neverthelefs  fix  thoufaiid  weight 
of  hay  per  acre.  Indian  corn  bears  no 
higher  price  here  than  nine  pence  the  bufheh 
The  lands  in  the  central  and  mod  populous 
part  of  the  townfhip  fell  for  two  hundred 
and  thirty  dollars  the  acre  ; fomewhat  far» 
ther  back,  and  in  large  parcels,  for  no  more 
than  thirty-four:  a few  acres  of  picked  land 
would  be  rated  at  feventy.  A pair  of  oxen 
D d 3 fit 
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fit  for  the  yoke  qoft  from  feventy  to  a hun* 
dred  dollars;  good  milch*cows  from  twenty* 
five  to  thirty.  In  thefe  prices  fome  augment* 
a.tion  has  taken  place  fince  laft  year. 

In  the  election  of  the  future  prefident,  the 
votes  of  this  diftridl,  as  of  by  far  the  greater 
part  of  New-England,  will  be  fit  favour  of 
John  Adams  : but  it  appears,  though  to  my 
very  great  aftonhhrnent,  that  the  nomination 
to  that  high  office  occupies  only  a very  mo* 
derate  (hare  of  the  public  attention. 

PALMER, 

From  Brookfield  to  Palmer  the  country  is 
more  hilly,  and  the  tops  of  the  hills  are  lefs 
cultivated  : cultivation  however  extends  to 
a certain  height  up  their  fides,  as  well  as 
over  the  valleys.  The  meadows  are  covered 
with  numerous  herds  of  cattle,  and  of  a 
good  breed.  Here  the  traveller  has  to  pafs 
through  more  woods  than  he  had  yet  met 
with  fince  his  departure  from  Bolton. — Phi- 
ladelphia flour,  which  had  fallen  two  months 
fince  to  ten  dollars,  has  rifen  in  the  country 
part?  to  thirteen  and  fourteen.  That  of 

domeftic 
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domeftic  growth  cofts  only  nine  dollars:  but, 
notwithftanding  this  difference,  the  Philadel- 
phia flour  is  preferred  whenever  it  can  be 
procured. 

SPRINGFIELD. — THE  ARSENAL,  &c. 

As  far  as  Springfield  the  country  exhibits 
ftill  lefs  appearance  of  cultivation  ; and  at 
fix  or  feven  miles  from  that  town  it  is  no 
better  than  a parched  trad;  of  fand  where 
grow  fome  diminutive  pines.  The  foil  is 
alfo  very  fandy  at  Springfield  : but  the 

proximity  of  Connedicut-River,  and  more 
careful  culture,  render  it  more  productive. 
Rye,  Indian  corn,  potatoes,  and  meadow, 
are  the  moft  frequent  objeds  of  cultivation. 
Some  farmers  fiow  wheat,  particularly  on  the 
new  grounds:  but  of  ten  wheat  crops  hardly 
one  is  even  tolerable,  as  the  land  is  extremely 
ill  manured  in  this  diftrid.  In  the  town, 
land  may  be  purchafed  for  fixty-fix  dollars 
the  acre  : in  the  centre,  however,  and  near 
the  river,  there  are  acres  which  would  cofl 
two  hundred;  but  they  are  few:  farther  back, 
the  value  is  from  eight  to  fixteen. 

D d 4 The 
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The  prices  of  the  country  produce  and  of 
labour  are  nearly  the  fame  here  as  at  Palmer 
and  Brookfield,  or  perhaps  fomewhat  lower. 
It  is  eafy  to  find  workmen  at  four  or  five 
Shillings  per  day,  without  food,  and  for  nine 
dollars  per  month. 

Springfield  is  a neat  and  tolerably  well- 
built  village  containing  a population  of  eigh- 
teen hundred  inhabitants.  Here  is  eftablifh- 
ed  one  of  the  arfenals  of  the  United  States, 
where  mufkets  are  fabricated,  cannons  and 
howitzers  caft,  gun-carriages  conftruâed, 
&c.  but  in  fmall  number.  The  magazines 
do  not  contain  above  ten  thoufand  mufkets, 
of  which  feven  thoufand  are  French,  and  of 
the  old  make  of  1763.  That  model,  which 
has  long  fince  been  reformed  in  France,  is 
the  one  which  is  followed  in  America  ; and 
the  imitation  is  yet  imperfefil.  It  cannot 
however  be  faid  that  thofe  mufkets  are  bad: 
their  chief  defied  is  that  of  being  too  heavy 
at  the  extremity. 

Thirty  pieces  of  cannon,  of  which  twenty 
are  French,  are  alfo  contained  in  thefe  maga- 
zines. Thofe  of  American  foundery  feemed 
tp  me  to  be  well  made  : the  carriages  are  fo 

like  wife  : 
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likewife  : but  their  number  and  their  fpecies 
do  not  correfpond  with  the  cannons  and 
howitzers.  In  every  particular,  there  ap- 
pears to  me  a want  of  intelligence  in  the 
general  direction  of  the  ordnance  in  Ame- 
rica. Befides,  the  quantities  of  arms  pro- 
vided do  not  amount  to  one  twentieth  part 
of  what  would  be  requisite  to  put  the  coun- 
try into  a reafonable  ilate  of  defence. — The 
magazines  are  in  good  order,  and  very  well 
kept  : the  mufkets  are  furnifhed  by  a con- 
tractor, from  whom  the  directors  receive 
them;  and  he  receives  from  the  United  States 
eleven  dollars  for  each  mufket.  Another  con- 
tractor fupplies  the  cannon  : but,  as  he  was 
abfent  on  bufinefs,  I could  not  learn  any  par- 
ticulars relpefting  the  price  of  thefe.  It 
would  be  ufelefs  for  me  to  enter  into  any 
further  details  concerning  this  arfenal,  which, 
though  one  of  the  principal  in  the  United 
States,  adds  nothing  to  their  ftrength. 

A Frenchman,  Monfieur  Pourcherefle 
Bourguignon,  formerly  an  officer  in  the 
royal  Swedifh  regiment  in  the  French  fer- 
vice,  is  an  affiftantto  the  director.  He  feems 
to  be  as  good  a man  'as  he  is  unfortunate. 

He 
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He  has  a wife  and  children,  and  poffefies 
no  other  means  of  fupporting  himfelf  and 
them  than  the  falary  of  his  office,  which 
is  only  three  hundred  and  fixty  dollars  per 
annum.  But  he  has  the  good  fenfe  to  be 
fatisfied  with  the  Americans,  to  live  on 
friendly  terms  with  them,  to  enjoy  their 
efteem  and  affeétion,  and  to  fliew  himfelf 
grateful  toward  thofe  who  have  rendered 
him  fervice.  His  wife,  yet  in  the  years  of 
youth,  is  interefting  by  her  figure,  her  mifi. 
fortunes,  and  her  fortitude.  They  both  have 
merited  and  gained  the  general  efteem  and 
intereft  of  all  the  inhabitants  of  Springfield. 

There  are  befides  at  Springfield  a good 
diftillery,  a paper-mill,  and  a tannery  : there 
was  alfo  a tolerably  extenfive  manufaétory 
of  fail-cloth  : but  it  has  fallen  to  decay  in 
confequence  of  the  exceffive  price  of  labour 
in  that  branch,  together  with  the  difficulty 
of  procuring  workmen  or  inducing  them  to 
ftay. — Let  me  further  obferve  that  Spring- 
field,  whofe  firft  fettlement  dates  from  the 
year  1Ô3Ô,  has  during  the  laft  twenty  years 
received  no  acceffion  of  new  inhabitants. 

Mr.  Lyman,  a member  of  Congrefs,  for 

whom 
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whom  I had  a letter  from  my  friend  Colonel 
Burr  whom  I had  cafually  met  at  Bolton, 
appeared  to  me  temperate  in  his  opinions, 
moderate  and  gentle  in  his  difpofition.  He 
is,  like  the  majority  of  the  date  which  he  re- 
prefen ts,  a federalift  in  his  politics,  but  more 
tolerant  than  many  others  for  thofe  who 
think  differently  from  him,  and  whom  he 
neverthelefs  continues  to  efteem  and  love. 
The  general  temper  of  the  people  here,  as 
in  the  other  parts  of  the  country  which  I 
have  traverfed,  is  that  of  refpefl:  for  the  pre- 
fident,  attachment  to  the  conftitution,  aver- 
lion  to  war,  and  an  ardently  favourable  dif- 
pofition  toward  the  French, 

Exclufive  of  the  fmaller  manufactories 
which  I have  mentioned  as  exifting  in 
Springfield  townfhip,  there  is  alfo  a manu- 
factory of  call  iron,  belonging  to  an  alfocia- 
tion  of  feveral  partners,  of  whom  one  of 
the  principal  is  a Colonel  Smith,  who  keeps 
a fhop  in  the  town.  The  ore  which  is  em- 
ployed in  it  is  dug  up  from  a fwamp  at  the 
diftance  of  a mile  from  the  foundery,  which 
is  itfelf  four  miles  diftant  from  Springfield. 
This  manufactory  produces  çoarfe  heavy 

works. 
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works,  principally  pots  for  maple-fugar,  with 
which  all  the  inhabitants  of  the  back  coun- 
try provide  themfelves  : it  likewife  furnifhes 
common  pots,  andirons,  &c.  For  fome  time 
after  its  firfl  eftablifhment  it  did  a confidera- 
ble  deal  of  work  : but  it  has  experienced  a 
material  diminution  from  the  operation  of 
the  fame  caufes  which  impede  the  fuccefs 
of  every  kind  of  manufacture  in  America  ; 
and  it  now  hardly  does  more  than  fupply  the 
demand  of  the  townfhip. 

CANAL  OF  HADLEY. 

At  the  diftance  of  eight  miles  from  Spring- 
field,  at  a place  called  Hadley,  are  the  falls 
of  Connedlicut-River.  To  avoid  them,  a 
little  canal  of  two  miles  has  been  dug,  which 
thus  extends  the  navigation  fixty  or  eighty 
miles  farther.  This  canal  is  raifed  above 
twenty  feet  higher  than  the  bed  of  the  river: 
the  boats  are  raifed  to  and  lowered  from  it 
without  the  aid  of  water,  by  means  of  an 
inclined  plane.  They  are  placed  in  a kind 
of  cradle  fo  framed  as  to  fit  their  fhape,  and 
then  drawn  up  from  the  river  to  the  canal. 


or 
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or  let  down  from  the  canal  to  the  river,  by 
the  working  of  a capftern,  that  is  turned 
by  a wheel  which  the  ftream  of  the  river 
puts  in  motion.  The  boats  are  not  unloaded 
for  this  operation.  I had  feen  in  France  the 
plan  of  a fimilar  project,  of  which  Monfieur 
Brulé  claimed  the  invention.  Time  alone 
can  afcertain  whether,  as  was  apprehended 
in  France,  the  durability  of  the  boats  will  be 
impaired  by  this  procefs  : I am  inclined  to 
fear  that  it  will. 

WEST-SPRINGFIELD  AND  WESTFIELD. 

On  quitting  Springfield  you  pafs  Çonnec- 
ticut-River  in  a tolerably  good  boat,  whofe 
edges,  however,  you  would  with  to  fee  fame- 
what  higher  : for,  in  their  prefeni  low  Hate* 
they  would  not  be  fafe  with  unquiet  horfes. 
Beyond  the  river,  you  enter  the  townfhip  of 
Weft-Springfield,  one  of  the  richeft  and  moft 
populous  in  the  Rate  of  MafTachuietts.  On 
this  fide  of  the  river  the  lands  are  conside- 
rably better  than  on  the  Springfield  fide  ; 
and  many  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  latter 
place  are  proprietors  of  them  : they  are  prin- 
cipally 
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cipally  laid  out  in  meadows,  where  cattle  of 
every  kind  are  reared  in  great  numbers. 
The  townfhip  of  Wefifield,  which  is  con- 
tiguous to  it,  is  lefs  happy  in  richnefs  of  foil, 
and  Hill  far  inferior  in  population  ; accord- 
ingly  many  trafts  of  land,  which  would  be 
capable  of  producing  good  crops,  remain  un- 
cultivated. Wefifield,  fituate  on  a river 
bearing  the  fame  name,  is  a neat  well-built 
little  village,  Handing  in  the  middle  of  a 
plain.  The  foil  is  a rich  fandy  earth,  and 
the  principal  mode  of  cultivation  here,  as 
elfe-where  in  the  adjoining  t rafts,  is  mea- 
dow. ’!  The  new  grounds  are  fown  with 
wheat,  as  is  the  praftice  with  all  the  new- 
cleared  lands  which  are  not  of  the  firft 
quality.  The  labourer  is  paid  from  eight 
to  nine  dollars  per  month  : wheat  is  fold  at 
nine  {hillings  the  bufhel,  Indian  corn  at  five, 
oats  at  two  ; and  a pair  of  good  oxen  coft 
feventy  dollars.  The  price  of  new  lands  is 
from  three  to  ten  dollars  per  acre,  according 
to  their  quality  and  fituatioh  ; and,  in  farm- 
lots,  twenty  or  thirty  dollars. 

. 
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STOCKBRIDGE, 

In  proceeding  from  Weftfield  to  Stock- 
bridge,  the  traveller  fucceffively  pafTes  through 
the  townfhips  of  Brentford,  London,  Beth- 
lehem, Ruffel,  and  Kyrningham,  occupying 
the  whole  breadth  of  the  Green  Mountains, 
of  which  the  ridge  is  above  twenty  miles 
broad,  and,  as  I think  I have  elfèwhere  ob- 
ferved,  begins  at  Newhaven,  whence,  tra- 
verling  the  liâtes  of  Connecticut,  Maffachu- 
fetts,  and  Vermont,  it  reaches  to  the  River 
Saint-Laurence  in  Canada.  The  land  in 
thefe  townfhips  is  indifferent,  and  very  thinly 
peopled  : in  travelling  through  them,  one 
fancies  himfelf  in  the  diflriCt  of  Maine,  or  in 
the  back  part  of  the  Geneffee  country  : one 
fees  patches  of  new-cleared  ground  in  all  the 
different  Rages  of  progreffive  improvement  : 
but  fuch  fights  are  very  far  from  numerous. 
The  price  of  land  here  is  from  ten  to  fifteen 
(hillings. 

One  might  be  aftonifhed,  that,  fituate  as 
this  country  is  fo  near  to  the  great  marts  for 
produce,  the  emigrations  from  Connecticut, 

and 
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and  even  from  the  over-populous  parts  of 
Maffachufetts,  do  not  take  their  courfe  in 
this  direâion  rather  than  toward  Vermont 
or  the  Geneffee  country.  But,  in  emigrat- 
ing, the  American  gives  a preference,  above 
every  thing  elfe,  to  the  land  which  he  thinks 
the  beft,  and  is  not  with-held  by  any  con- 
fideration  of  proximity  to  his  family  or  con- 
nexions, or  by  the  greatnefs  of  the  diftance 
which  he  will  have  to  traverfe  in  queft  of 
it  : and  the  uncleared  lands  of  Maffachufetts 
are  far  from  equal  to  thofe  of  the  Geneffee, 
the  Ohio,  TeneffeeV  &c. 

1 ftiall  in  future  fay  nothing  of  my  con- 
ventions with  the  people  with  whom  I fall 
into  company.  They  are  all  in  the  fame 
ftrain  ; and  I am  convinced  that  the  idea  I 
have  already  given  of  them  in  this  journal  is 
precifely  accurate. 

Stockbridge  is  one  of  the  riche  ft  townftiips 
in  the  ftate  of  Maffachufetts;  All  its  land 
is  cultivated,  except  a very  fmall  portion,' 
which  will  foon  in  its  turn  receive  culture 
like  the  reft.  No  timber  is  here  preferved 
beyond  what  is  requisite  for  fuel.  This 
townfhip  is  for  the  moft  part  fituate  in  a 

valley 
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valley,  but  extends  alfo  upon  fome  hills  of 
no  great  elevation.  The  foil  is  excellent, 
and  almoft  all  laid  down  in  meadow.  The 
cattle,  butter,  cheefe,  and  fuch  other  pro- 
ductions as  are  not  confumed  on  the  fpot,  are 
generally  fent  to  New-York.  Sometimes 
the  certainty  of  obtaining  a higher  price  at 
Bofton  induces  the  farmer  to  give  a prefer- 
ence to  the  latter  place,  with  which  how- 
ever the  communication  is  difficult,  becaufe 
of  the  diftance,  and  of  the  mountainous 
country  that  is  to  be  traverfed.  In  fuch 
cafes,  all  the  other  articles,  except  the  cat- 
tle, are  fent  down  to  New- York  by  the 
North-River  .which  paifes  within  twenty 
miles  of  Stockbridge,  and  tranfported  from 
New-York  to  Bofton  by  fea. 

There  are  likewife  fome  forges  and  caft- 
iron-works  in  this  townffiip  : but  the  high 
rate  of  workmen’s  wages,  and  the  fcantinels 
of  the  mine  which  begins  to  be  exhaufted, 
have  for  fome  years  paft  caufed  a confidera- 
ble  diminution  of  their  labours.  The  eafy 
circumftances  enjoyed  by  the  inhabitants  ren- 
der workmen  fcarce,  and  high  in  their  de- 
mands. The  wages  at  prefent  paid  to  them 
Vql.  HI.  E e are 
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are  from  thirteen  to  fifteen  dollars  per  month. 
The  price  of  wheat  is  two  dollars  the  bufhel, 
of  Indian  corn,  one  dollar  ; of  oats,  two  (hil- 
lings. A pair  of  oxen  coft  from  ninety  to  a 
hundred  and  ten  dollars.  Land  bears  the 
price  of  from  fifteen  to  twenty  dollars  the 
acre,  in  farm -lots. 

I have  here  feen  Mr.  Sedgwick*  with 
whom  I was  acquainted  at  Philadelphia,  and 
by  whom  I have  been  very  hofpitably  en- 
tertained. In  all  the  private  relations  of 
fociety  he  is  an  excellent  man  : but  in  his 
politics  he  is  fomewhat  warm,  and  not  a 
little  intolerant.  He  had  long  been  a mem- 
ber of  the  houfe  of  reprefen  tatives  in  Con- 
grefs,  where  he  was  a frequent  fpeaker  ; he 
has  lately  been  appointed  a fenator.  Mr. 
Sedgwick  exerts  all  his  influence  to  carry 
the  eledtion  of  a member  to  fill  the  feat  which 
he  has  vacated,  in  favour  of  Mr.  Williams* 
his  pupil  and  friend,  who  feems  even  a hot- 
ter zealot  than  himfelf  in  Englifh  politics. 
Mr.  Williams  has  for  competitor  General 
Skinner,  a man  of  the  age  of  fixty  years, 
who  has  all  his  life  been  honourably  em- 
ployed in  public  offices,  and  who*  when  he 

had 
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had  it  in  his  power  to  rival  Mr.  Sedgwick 
in  his  election  fome  years  fince,  voluntarily 
withdrew  his  name  on  a promife  from  the 
latter  of  procuring  for  him  the  votes  of  his 
friends  to  fill  the  firft  vacancy.  But  Mr» 
Skinner  was  once  heard  to  fay  in  a public 
houfe  lafi:  year,  that  he  did  not  approve  of 
the  treaty  with  England  : and,  fuch  is  the 
toleration  of  the  oppofite  party,  that  no  one 
can  in  their  opinion  be  an  honeft  man  with- 
out approving  of  that  treaty.  Mr.  Sedg- 
wick in  confequence  oppofes  him,  and  gives 
to  Mr.  Williams  all  his  influence,  which  is 
pretty  confiderable  in  thefe  parts.  Such  is 
the  account  which  I have  received  of  this 
affair  from  feveral  perfons.  The  Stockbridge 
gazette  is  full  of  thofe  fcandalous  quarrels* 
and  may  very  well,  in  that  particular,  vie 
with  thofe  of  Georgia.  In  it  General  Skin* 
ner  is  branded  as  an  antifederalift,  and  as 
“ no  good  man,”  becaufe  he  diflikes  the 
treaty  ; and  he  is  accufed  of  entertaining  a 
predileélion  for  France  and  an  averfion  to 
England.  Mr.  Williams  is  abufed  on  the 
oppofite  ground. 

At  the  diftance  of  thirty  miles  from  Stock- 
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bridge,  and  in  William  townfhip,  is  a col- 
lege which  confers  the  different  degrees  in- 
ferior to  that  of  doitor.  It  is  faid  to  be  a 
tolerably  good  fe mi narv. 

In  a walk  which  I took  with  Mr.  Sedg- 
wick to  Great-Barrington,  I faw  a continued 
trail  of  beautiful  country,  fine  land,  well 
cultivated,  all  in  meadow,  and  a mod  ex- 
cellent foil.  As  far  as  New- York  the  land 
is  faid  to  be  of  the  fame  quality. 

CHARACTER  OF  THE  INHABITANTS 
OF  MASSACHUSETTS. 

Before  I quit  Maflachufetts,  I mud  add 
fome  fhort  remarks  to  what  I have  already 
had  occafion  to  fay  refpeiling  the  charaiter 
of  its  inhabitants.  They  are  perhaps  a more 
tmmixed  people  than  any  other  in  the  United 
States,  except  thofe  of  Connecticut,  who  are 
equally  fo,  and  for  the  fame  reafons.  Such 
of  them  as  are  not  of  Englifh  birth  are  na- 
tives of  America,  who  have  fettled  in  Mat- 
fachufetts  after  a previous  edablifhment  in 
fome  of  the  other  dates.  The  number  of 
Europeans  is  therefore  fmall  in  thefe  two 
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dates  ; and  their  inhabitants  difplay  in  con- 
sequence more  driking  marks  of  a common 
charadler  and  a national  Spirit,  than  thofe 
of  the  other  parts  of  the  Union,  whom  they 
likewife  unquedionably  furpafs  in  in  du  dry, 
a&ivity,  and  enterprise.  Their  univerfal  and 
predominating  paffion  is  the  defire  of  gain  : 
it  is  openly  avowed  ; and  thofe  people,  under 
an  appearance  of  frank  biuntnefs,  conceal 
no  Small  portion  of  fhrewdnefs  and  cunning. 
Hence  it  is  a common  faying  in  the  other 
dates  that  “ the  Yankeys  are  honed  ac- 
cording to  the  letter  of  the  law/’  1 know 
not  how  far  it  may  be  confident  with  judice 
to  confine  within  thofe  bounds  the  praife 
due  to  their  probity  ; for  I have  had  no  bufi- 
nefs  to  tranfaét  in  this  country  : but,  from 
every  thing  which  I have  feen,  I prefume 
that  it  is  equally  Safe  to  deal  with  them  as 
with  any  other  people  in  the  United  States, 
or,  I believe,  in  the  whole  world. 

The  Spirit  of  liberty  is  here  rigid,  and  car- 
ried even  to  didrud.  Although  the  majority 
of  the  representatives  of  this  date  ya  Con- 
grefs  be  of  that  feét  in  politics  who  are  con- 
sidered as  attached  to  Britain,  I believe  there 
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do  not  exid  in  the  United  States  a body  of 
people  who,  taken  in  the  aggregate,  prefer ve 
a deeper  and  more  painful  recolledlion  of 
the  evils  infiiâed  on  America  by  England, 
or  who  more  drongly  dread  an  intimate 
union  with  the  latter.  Their  manners  are 
extremely  fimple  ; and  knowledge,  at  lead 
in  its  firft  degrees,  is  very  extend vely  dif- 
fnfed.  Not  a houfe  is  to  be  found  in  the 
moll:  remote  corners  of  the  country,  where 
a newfpaper  is  not  read  5 and  there  are  few 
townfhips  which  do  not  poffefs  little  libra- 
ries formed  and  fupported  by  fubfcription. 
The  confiderable  fortunes  acquired  by  the 
commerce  which  is  carried  on  in  the  nu- 
merous ports  of  the  date  prevent  the  general 
manners  of  the  people  from  being  fo  dridtly 
republican  here  as  in  Connedlicut  : but,  for 
the  fame  reafon,  lefs  jealonfy  prevails,  lefs 
intolerance,  lefs  puritanifm. 

The  fpirit  of  equality  is  carried  as  far  as  is 
confident  with  order  in  a great  fociety.  The 
man  who  is  poffeded  of  the  greated  wealth, 
and  the  mod  happily  circumdanced  in  every 
refoed,  fhakes  hands  with  the  workman 
whom  he  meets  on  his  way,  converfes  with 

him. 
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him,  not  under  the  idea  of  doing  him  an 
honour,  as  is  often  the  notion  elfewhere— - 
but  from  a confcioufnefs,  in  the  firft  inftance, 
that  he  may  at  fome  future  time  ftand  in 
need  of  his  affiftance  — afterward,  without 
any  fuch  interefted  confederation,  but  merely 
through  habit,  and  the  force  of  education, 
and  becaufe  he  fees  in  him  his  fellow-man, 
only  placed  in  a different  Situation,  to  whom 
he  is  the  lefs  tempted  to  think  himfelf  fu- 
perior,  as  it  often  happens  that  the  now  rich 
man  has  himfelf  once  been  in  a lefs  envia- 
ble fituation.  This  natural  homage  paid  to 
the  charader  Gf  man  poffeffes  a certain 
charm  which  is  truly  pleafing  to  an  inde- 
pendent foul,  efpecially  when  experience 
proves  that  the  different  funâions  of  fociety 
are  not  the  lefs  fcrupuloufly  refpedled  in  con- 
fequence  of  it,  and  that  no  individual  is 
thereby  fubjedl  to  any  greater  reftriâion  in 
the  exercife  of  his  own  liberty. 

A diminution  of  the  influence  of  the 
priefthood  is  an  objedt  much  to  be  defired 
in  Maffachufetts  : for,  though  it  be  lefs  here 
than  in  Connedficut,  it  is  ftill  too  great. 
The  priefts  form  a body  in  the  ftate  ; they 
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are  exclufively  placed  at  the  head  of  the 
colleges,  and  do  not  luffer  any  perfons  to  be 
admitted  as  teachers  except  thole  of  their 
own  cloth,  their  own  fed:,  and  their  own 
opinions  in  every  particular.  This  influence 
will  no  doubt  at  length  ceafe,  and  perhaps 
in  confequence  of  the  contrary  excels.  It  is 
not  impoffible  that  an  indifference  to  religi- 
ous matters  may  become  general  through 
this  country,  where  its  germ  is  already  de- 
veloped 5 and  I am  not  of  the  number  of 
thole  who  think  fuch  an  event;  advantageous 
to  a nation. 

KINDERHOOK-LANDING. 

At  the  diftance  of  nine  miles  from  Stock- 
bridge,  the  traveller  enters  the  ftate  of  New- 
York  ; and,  after  having  traverfed  twp  or 
three  townfhips,  he  arrives  at  Kinderhook. 
In  the  country  which  he  now  traverfes,  each 
townlhip  prefents  the  fame  kind  of  foil,  of 
culture,  confequently  of  produce  and  of  bufi- 
nefs,  as  the  preceding.  Above  one  half  of 
the  population  of  Kinderhook  are  Low  Dutch 
or  defcendents  of  Low  Dutch.  Thefe  peo- 
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pie  are  not  hafty  to  change  old  habits  for 
new  ; accordingly  they  till  and  cultivate  the 
land  in  the  fame  manner  now  as  they  did  a 
hundred  Years  fince. 

J 

It  appears  manifeftly  evident  that  the  far- 
mers of  New-Eneland  have  a confiderable 

O 

advantage  over  them  in  point  of  produce  : 
yet  the  conviction  of  evidence  is  not  fuf- 
ficient  to  make  them  deviate  from  their  old 
track.  They  fow  large  quantities  of  grain, 
efpecially  of  Indian  corn,  exhauft  their  lands, 
and  have  fm all  crops.  Few  of  them  keep 
extenfive  meadows,  as  is  the  general  prac- 
tice of  the  farmers  come  from  New-Eng- 
land  —0  a mode  of  cultivation,  befides,  to 
which  the  foil  feems  belt  adapted,  and  which 
is  the  mo  ft  certain  and  raoft  folidly  advan- 
tageous to  the  judicious  farmer  who  purfues 
it.  Land  in  the  townfhip  of  Kinderhook  is 
worth  twenty  dollars  the  acre  in  fine  farms. 
Workmen  are  fcarce,  and  are  paid  from 
twelve  to  fifteen  dollars  per  month. 

Five  miles  farther,  we  arrive  at  Kinder- 
hook-landing,  the  place  to  which  the  pro- 
ductions of  all  the  lands  on  this  fide  the 
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Green  Mountains  are  conveyed  for  embarka- 
tion on  the  North  River,  fuch  as  fait  meat, 
wheat,  Indian  corn,  cider,  cheefe,  butter, 
potatoes,  pot-afh,  flax-feed,  &c.  All  this 
produce  is  brought  down  in  light  waggons 
which  travel  rapidly,  and  is  embarked  in 
floops  which  here  take  in  their  entire  lad- 
ing, or  fupply  what  is  wanted  to  the  car- 
goes which  they  were  unable  to  complete  at 
Albany.  The  different  articles  are  generally 
purchafed  in  the  country  where  they  were 
raifed,  by  merchants  of  New- York  or  even 
of  the  vicinity  : but  it  fometimes  alfo  hap- 
pens that  the  farmers  themfelves,  expedting 
to  find  a more  advantageous  market  at  Kin- 
derhook,  convey  their  commodities  hither, 
and  either  fell  them  here  or  fend  them  on 
their  own  account  to  New-York,  paying  the 
freight. 

The  village  of  Kinderhook-landing  is  a 
petty  affemblage  of  fmall  and  mean-looking 
houfes.  Six  or  feven  floops  belong  to  this 
place.  Salt  beef  is  here  infpedted,  and  cer- 
tified to  be  fit  for  exportation  : that  of  prime 
quality  cofis  fix  dollars  the  hundred  weight. 

Flax- 
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Flax-feed  is  fold  for  eighteen  (hillings  the 
bufhel,  but  requires  to  be  again  cleaned  and 
freed  from  its  duft  before  it  be  deemed  fit 
for  exportation.  The  wheat  of  the  country, 
which  is  of  beautiful  quality,  does  not  at  pre- 
fent  bear  a greater  price  than  thirteen  (hil- 
lings the  bufhel  ; in  confequence  of  which, 
fine  flour  fells  no  higher  than  eight  dollars 
and  one  (hilling  per  barrel.  A fortnight  fince, 
the  price  was  a quarter  more  : but  the  caufes 
of  fo  material  a difference  are  here  unknown. 

HUDSON. 

The  country  between  Kinderhook  and 
Hudfon  is  beautiful  : it  is  fomewhat  hilly  ; 
but  thofe  inequalities  in  the  ground  are  only 
fmall  eminences,  all  well  cultivated.  Here, 
as  in  every  other  part  of  the  country,  the 
majority  of  the  inhabitants  are  Dutch,  de- 
fended from  the  fir  ft  colonifts  who  fettled 
in  thefe  parts  in  1Ô3Ô:  the  remainder  are 
emigrants  from  New-England. 

The  town  of  Hudfon  was  begun  in  1784, 
and  now  contains  above  four  hundred  houfes, 
all  neat  and  well-built.  Its  population 
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amounts  to  nearly  three  thoufand  fouls,  of 
whom  about  two  hundred  are  {laves.  Few 
towns  in  the  ftate  of  New- York  have  ex- 
perienced fo  rapid  an  increafe  : but  during 
the  laft  two  years  that  increafe  feems  to  have 
been  {topped  in  its  progrefs.  The  town  rifes 
about  a hundred  feet  above  the  river  : its 
ftreets  interfeft  each  other  at  right  angles, 
according  to  the  plan  adopted  in  the  new 
towns.  Of  all  thole  w'hich  are  built  on  the 
North  River,  this  is  the  only  one  which  car- 
ries on  a direft  foreign  trade.  Velfels  of 
every  fize  can  come  to  its  wharfs,  while  the 
obftrudtions  in  the  courfe  of  the  river  at  the 
diftancê  of  twenty  miles  higher  prevent  vef- 
fels  of  more  than  eighty  tons  from  going 
up  to  Albany.  The  trade  of  Hudfon  confifts 
in  the  produce  of  the  foil,  the  productions 
of  tanneries,  of  forges,  of  a very  fine  rum- 
diftillery — in  train-oil  (four  velfels,  belong- 
ing to  the  merchants  of  this  place,  being 
employed  in  the  whale- fifhery)-— and,  finally, 
in  the  re-exportation  of  Weft- Indian  com- 
modities. 

Sixteen  or  eighteen  veffels  of  different  fizes 
are  employed  in  foreign  commerce;  and  five 

or 
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or  fix  {loops  are  conftantly  engaged  in  the 
domeftic  trade  between  Hudfon  and  New- 
York,  and  convey  to  the  latter  the  country 
produce  which  is  not  diredlly  exported  from 
Hudfon  to  foreign  countries.  The  town  is  ' 
inhabited  by  families  from  New-England, 
of  whom  a confiderable  number  are  from 
Rhode-Ifland.  I had  letters  for  Mr.  Jen- 
kins here,  a quaker  from  Nantucket,  and 
one  of  the  founders  of  the  town,  of  which 
the  foil  was  purchafed  by  a company  of 
thirty  perfons.  He  alone  pofife  fifes  five  (hares 
in  that  company,  of  which  few  of  the  other 
partners  have  above  two,  and  feverai  only  the 
half  or  quarter  of  a (hare. 

The  politics  of  this  place,  and  particu- 
larly of  the  quakers,  are  univerfally  anti- 
britifti. 

The  prefent  price  of  (hip-building  at  Hud- 
fon is  twenty  dollars  per  ton,  including  the 
timber  and  workmanship;  ready  for  fea,  fifty 
dollars  per  ton.  The  timber  comes  from 
the  upper  part  of  the  river,  and  is  excel- 
lent white  oak.  The  purchafe  of  town-lots, 
which  are  fifty  feet  in  front  and  a hundred 
£nd  twenty  in  depth,  is  from  three  hundred 
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and  forty  to  thirteen  hundred  and  thirty  dol- 
lars, according  to  their  fituation.  The  ad- 
joining lands,  in  farm-lots  above  half-clear- 
ed, may  be  bought  for  ten  dollars  the  acre, 
and  are  good  foil.  Workmen  are  fcarce, 
and  mnft  be  paid  fourteen  dollars  per  month. 
The  price  of  wheat  is  here  regulated  by  that 
which  it  bears  at  Albany  and  New- York  : 
at  prefent  it  is  thirteen  fhillings  in  the  for- 
mer of  thofe  towns,  and  fourteen  in  the 
latter. 

Hudfon  is  a port  of  entry,  and  has  a col- 
leftor  of  cuftoms  fince  17Q5.  But,  to  guard 
againft  fraud,  veffels  coming  from  foreign 
parts  are  obliged  to  flop  and  make  their 
manifeft  at  New-York,  where  the  collector 
fends  an  officer  on  board  if  he  think  pro- 
per. Thus  the  manifefts  are  principally  made 
at  the  New-York  cuftom-houfe.  The  value 
of  the  exports  from  Hudfon,  as  regiftered 
at  the  cuftom-houfe  of  that  place,  was,  in 
1795,  only  three  thoufand  five  hundred  dol- 
lars. 

A bank  is  eftabliffied  at  Hudfon,  under  the 
name  of  Columbia.  Its  capital,  which,  by 
the  law  for  its  incorporation;  is  reftrifled  to 
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a hundred  and  fixty  thoufand  dollars,  conflits 
of  four  hundred  lhares,  of  four  hundred  dol- 
lars each. 

SPERANZA.  — FREEHOLD.  — MAJOR 
PREVOST.— MONSIEUR  ROUËRE. 

On  the  oppofite  fide  of  the  North-River 
Itands  the  new  town  of  Lamblburg,  to  which 
its  founders  have  alfo  given  the  mod  ell  name 
of  Speranza  (Hope).  This  town,  which  for 
a number  of  years  had  contained  but  a Angle 
and  pitiful  houfe,  cannot  really  date  its  ori- 
gin beyond  lalt  year.  At  prefent  there  are 
fifty  houfes  ereéled  in  it  : ihops  are  opened  ; 
merchants  are  eftablifhed.  A brig  is  already 
built,  and  employed  in  trade  between  Spe- 
ranza and  New- York.  This  infant  town 
will,  beyond  all  doubt,  experience  a con- 
fiderable  increafe:  it  enjoys,  in  common  with 
all  the  other  towns  built  on  the  weftern  bank 
of  that  beautiful  river,  the  advantage  of  an 
extenfive  back  country,  which,  in  proportion 
as  it  becomes  cultivated,  will  furnilh  im- 
menfe  quantities  of  produce,  that  cannot  find 
any  more  convenient  or  certain  vent  than 
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the  North*River.  But  thole  countries  are 
yet  for  the  greater  part  defert  wilderneffes, 
where  the  houfes  are  few  and  difperfed. 
This  is  a common  obftacle  which  operates 
againft  all  the  towns,  and  for  the  prefent 
prevents  any  extraordinary  profperity  of  their 
commerce.  But,  in  addition  to  it,  Speranza 
will  moreover  have  to  conquer  the  habit  in 
which  the  farmers  have  been  of  carrying 
their  produce  to  the  neighbouring  towns  that 
have  been  longer  eftablhhed.  The  owners 
of  the  town-lands  are  now  engaged  in  the 
formation  of  a road,  which,  joining  at  the 
difiance  of  twenty  miles  the  road  that  leads 
from  GenefTee,  will  render  the  communica- 
tion with  Speranza  more  eafy  than  that  with 
the  other  towns,  and  muft,  when  finifhed, 
caufe  a preference  to  be  given  to  the  former: 
the  work  is  in  great  forwardnefs.  The  pro- 
prietors are  the  meffieurs  Livingfions  of 
New- York.  The  town-lots,  each  contain-, 
ing  a quarter  of  an  acre,  already  bear  the 
price  of  two  hundred  dollars* 

Colonel  Burr  had  given  me  a letter  to  Ma- 
jor Prevoft,  who  lives  in  the  townfhip  of 
freehold,  fixteen  miles  diftant  from  Hudfon. 

Above 
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Above  one  half  of  the  journey  is  performed 
on  the  new  road,  which  is  the  fineft  part  of 
it  : the  remainder  of  the  way  is  over  moun- 
tains, rocks,  fwamps  ; in  fhort,  it  is  fuch  as 
the  generality  of  the  roads  are  in  the  new 
countries  of  America.  In  this  trad:  the 
number  of  feulements  is  very  fcanty  ; and 
thefe  are  of  the  meaneft  appearance,  and  ab~ 
folutely  in  their  infancy.  Few  houfes  have 
above  twenty  acres  of  ground  cleared  around 
them;  and  many  have  much  lefs.  They 
are  all  log-houfes  : the  majority  of  the  new 
fettlers  (and  they  are  the  better  clafs)  have 
immigrated  from  Connedicut. 

Major  Prevoft  has  a neat  little  houfe  built 
on  a trad  of  nine  thoufand  acres,  which  be- 
longs to  him.  He  is  fon  of  that  General 
Prevoft,  employed  in  the  Britifh  fervice, 
who  diftinguifhed  himfelf  by  the  defence  of 
Savannah,  and  difgraced  his  charader  by  the 
burning  of  many  American  towns.  Previous 
to  the  revolution,  he  had  received  from  the 
king  of  England  a grant,  to  himfelf  and  his 
fon,  of  about  forty  thoufand  acres  of  land 
in  different  provinces  of  America.  That  fon 
has  during  thirty-fix  years  been  a confiant 
Vol.  Ill,  F f refident 
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refident  in  the  United  States.  Before  the 
commencement  of  the  war,  he  had  married 
a young  lady  of  Philadelphia;  and  he  lived 
a confiderable  time  in  Pennfylvania,  on  a 
farm  which  he  turned  to  good  account.  But 
a part  of  his  property  became  involved  in 
confequence  of  debts  contracted  by  his 
father-in-law  and  himfelf  : he  had  a nume- 
rous family  to  provide  for,  and  was  unable 
to  recover  a confiderable  portion  of  the  lands 
to  which  he  w'as  entitled  : he  therefore 
adopted  the  refolution  of  retiring  to  that 
part  to  which  his  claim  was  the  leaft  con- 
tefted,  there  to  live  with  economy,  and  pa- 
tiently await  the  moment  when,  recovering 
his  other  pofleflions,  he  fhould  be  certain  of 
leaving  a decent  fortune  to  his  children,  fje 
has  loft  his  firft  wdfe,  and  married  a fécond 
at  Katfkill,  by  whom  he  already  has  three 
children.  He  has  fix  others  by  the  former 
marriage,  of  whom  two  have  long  been  ai;d 
ftill  continue  in  the  Britifh  fervice. 

His  prefence  has  confiderably  enhanced  the 
value  of  his  lands,  of  which  he  has  fold  all 
that  he  did  not  choofe  to  retain  in  his  own 
pofleffion.  The  price  is  from  three  to  fix 
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dollars  the  acre,  according  to  their  fituation. 
The  foil  is  in  general  good.  He  has  eredted 
a corn-mill,  a faw-mill,  and  one  for  grinding 
tanner’s  bark.  Thefe  he  keeps  in  his  own 
hands  ; and  he  feems  to  conduct  his  affairs 
with  a confiderable  portion  of  intelligence. 
Major  Prevoft,  a native  of  Switzerland,  has 
all  the  franknefs  of  an  honeft  Switzer  and 
of  a genuine  honeft  Englifhman.  He  ap- 
pears to  be  an  excellent  father  ; of  which 
his  prefent  mode  of  life  is  a proof.  He  is 
beloved  by  his  neighbours,  feems  juft  and 
impartial  in  his  opinions,  fpeaks  well  of  the 
American  government,  and  is  a good-natured 
and  agreeable  man.  He  has  difplayed  a 
noble  inftance  of  generofity  and  fenfibility  in 
the  notice  he  has  taken  of  a diftreffed  French- 
man, a mon  lieu  r Rouère,  whom  he  d ^cover- 
ed at  Hudfon  in  extreme  poverty.  This 
Frenchman,  formerly  a maréçhal-des-logis 
in  the  king’s  body-guard,  and  now  fixty 
years  of  age,  has  adled  like  a man  of  honour 
and  delicacy,  and,  far  from  trefpaffing  on 
the  generous  difpofition  of  Mr.  Prevoft,  de- 
clines his  kindneffes  as  far  as  he  can-  Three 
hundred  dollars  received  from  his  family,  to- 
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gether  with  a fum  raifed  by  the  fale  of  fome 
watches  and  articles  of  jewellery  which  he 
had  brought  with  him,  have  enabled  him  to 
purchafe  a fmall  farm  of  thirty  acres,  of 
which  only  fifteen  are  cleared.  Here  he  la- 
bours from  mom  to  night  like  a young  man, 
contents  himfelf  with  the  fuftenance  of  milk 
and  potatoes,  forgets  his  misfortunes,  and 
renders  himfelf  worthy  of  the  efteem  of  all 
thofe  who  fet  any  value  on  delicacy  of  fen  ti- 
ra en  t. 

The  late  treaty  with  England  has  infpired 
Mr.  Prevoft  with  the  hope  of  regaining  pof- 
feffion  of  all  the  lands  to  which  his  title  is 
difputed  by  the  ftates  in  which  they  lie,  or 
by  different  individuals  who  have  ufurped 
them  under  various  pretexts,  and  hold  them 
without  any  real  right.  But  this  will  require 
a fucceffion  of  fteady  exertions  continued  dur- 
ing feveral  years  : it  will  be  neceffary  to  at- 
tend the  various  tribunals  before  which  thofe 
claims  will  be  brought  under  difcuffion,  and 
to  urge  the  fpeed  of  lawyers  who  are  heavily 
laden  with  bufinefs.  Many  of  his  opponents 
who  have  taken  poffefiion  of  his  lands,  are 
influential  men  : he  is  the  fon  of  a Britifh 
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general,  and  has  himfelf  borne  arms  in  Ame- 
rica in  oppofition  to  the  revolution  : he  has 
two  fons  in  the  fervice  of  England  : all  thefe 
fadls,  I grant,  do  not  in  the  lead:  impair  the 
juftice  of  Mr.  Prevofifs  claims,  which  to  me 
appear  incontrovertible:  but  juftice  is  what 
people  often  find  it  moll  difficult  to  obtain 
from  the  minifters  of  juftice,  efpecially  in 
this  country  when  the  queftion  relates  to 
lands  ; and  Major  Prevoft  muft  unavoidably 
have  to  encounter  numerous  prejudices  and 
prepofleffions  operating  to  his  difadvantage. 

During  my  ftay  at  Freehold  there  was  no 
mention  of  politics.  I could  eafily  guefs  the 
political  fentiments  of  the  major  and  his  fa- 
mily : but,  if  I had  entertained  any  doubt  on 
the  fubjedt,  it  would  have  been  completely 
removed  by  obferving  the  avidity  with  which 
they  read  Peter  Porcupine 

* A Philadelphia  paper  conduced  by  an  Englifhman, 
which  firft  made  its  appearance  during  the  laft  year,  and 
in  which,  amid  a torrent  of  outrages  and  calumnies  pro- 
mifcuoufly  poured  out,  with  fome  wit  but  much  vulgarity, 
againft  every  individual  who  is  not  enrolled  under  the  Eng- 
lifh  banner,  it  is  laid  down  as  an  axiom  of  political  doc- 
trine that  America  cannot  do  better  than  to  place  herfelf 
in  a {fate  of  dependence  on  the  cabinet  of  Saint  James’s. 
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On  the  whole,  it  is  impoffible  to  expe- 
rience any- where  greater  civilities  than  I re- 
ceived from  Major  Prevoft  and  his  family, 
accompanied  by  great  fimplicity,  and  by  that 
pleafing  manner  which  renders  fuch  beha- 
viour ftill  more  agreeable.  My  flay  with 
them  was  prolonged  by  a flight  indifpofition, 
which  afforded  me  a new  proof  of  the  in- 
tereft  that  Monfieur  Guillemard  feels  for  me. 
At  this  time  he  was  at  Albany,  where  being 
informed  of  my  illnefs,  he  h aliened  to  me 
with  a friendly  kindnefs  which  in  him  is 
invariable  ; for  he  fhews  greater  conftancy 
in  his  affections  than  in  his  projects.  This 
little  ficknefs  was  only  a tertian  fever,  of 
which  I have  experienced  féveral  attacks 
during  the  courfe  of  my  travels,  and  from 
which,  on  this  as  on  former  occafions,  I was 
relieved  by  ftrong  dofes  of  Jefuits’  bark. 

KATSKILL. 

The  road  from  Freehold  to  Katfkill  is  all 
bordered  with  habitations  more  or  lefs  re- 
cent, but  all  of  very  late  date.  Land  how- 
ever is  fold  at  pretty  high  prices  in  this  traCt, 
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At  Singlekill,  where  we  dined  on  the  3lftof 
October,  on  our  way  from  Freehold  to  Katf- 
kill,  the  price  of  uncleared  ground  is  from  fix 
to  feven  dollars* the  acre;  farms,  having  one 
fourth  cleared,  are  fold  at  ten  or  twelve. 

Intermittent  fevers  are  very  common  in 
thefe  parts  in  the  autumnal  feafon  ; and  it  is 
even  aflerted  that  during  the  laft  three  years 
they  have  been  more  than  ufually  frequent. 
They  had  been  very  prevalent  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  feulement,  and  had  be- 
come lefs  fo  for  fome  years  back.  As  the 
inhabitants  can  affign  no  reafon  for  this  re- 
turn of  infalubrity,  they  attribute  it  to  “ fome- 
thing  in  the  air/’  But  what  happens  here 
is  very  ufual  in  new  countries,  which,  until 
they  be  entirely  or  in  great  meafure  cleared, 
become  more  unhealthy,  probably  in  confe- 
quence  of  the  exhalations  from  the  putrid 
fubftances  with  which  the  earth  is  covered, 
and  from  the  ftagnant  waters,  to  which  the 
adtion  of  the  fun  is  admitted  by  the  partial 
clearance  of  the  foil. 

Monfieur  Guillemard  and  I — for  we  now 
travel  together — had  a letter  from  Major 
Prevoft  to  Mr.  Bogardus,  his  father-in-law. 
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The  latter  is  alfo  an  old  American  royalift, 
an  enthufiaftic  admirer  of  Peter  Porcupine, 
and  impreiled  with  a belief  that  America 
would  be  much  more  rich  and  profperous  and 
happy  if  die  ftill  enjoyed  the  honour  of  be- 
longing to  his  majefty  George  the  Third. 
But,  conndered  in  every  other  light,  he  is  a 
generous  and  excellent  man,  extremely  hof* 
pi table,  and  one  with  whofe  behaviour  we 
have  the  greateft  reafon  to  be  fatisfied.  He 
inhabits  a fmall  houfe  on  the  oppofite  bank 
of  the  creek  to  that  on  which  ftands  the 
little  town  of  Katfkill.  To  this  houfe  is  at- 
tached a farm  of  three  hundred  acres.  He 
purchafed  the  whole  for  three  thoufand  dol- 
lars fix  years  fince,  and  could  now  fell  the 
property  for  ten  thoufand.  It  is  true  he  has 
made  confiderable  improvements  on  the  fpot: 
at  the  time  of  his  purchafe  there  were  only 
eight  houfe  s in  the  town,  whereas  at  prefent 
it  contains  about  a hundred,  of  which  fome 
have  a good  appearance. 

Seven  veffels,  moftly  floops,  belong  to  this 
little  town,  and  are  conftantly  palling  and 
repairing  between  Katfkill  and  New- York. 
A fingle  brig,  of  a hundred  and  fifty  tons* 
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burden  is  employed  during  the  winter  in  the 
Weft-India  trade,  and  even  goes  to  Europe  : 
it  is  owned  by  Mr.  Jenkins,  of  Hudfon. 

Katfkill,  like  all  the  other  towns  fimilarly 
fituated,  receives  the  produce  of  the  back 
country  : but  a natural  gap  in  the  Blue 
Mountains,  which  obliquely  feparate  the 
countries  watered  by  the  Sufquehannah  at 
the  commencement  of  its  courfe  from  thofe 
watered  by  the  North-River  between  Albany 
and  Katfkill,  renders  the  communication 
with  this  latter  place  more  eafy. 

We  have  been  informed  that  pot  and  pearl 
afh,  which  are  a confiderable  article  in  the 
trade  of  new  countries  under  clearance,  are 
brought  to  Katikill  from  the  diftance  of  above 
a hundred  and  fifty  miles.  The  pot-afh  is 
fold  at  prefent  for  a hundred  and  feventy-five 
dollars  the  ton.  The  ufual  price  is  a hun- 
dred. To  produce  a ton  of  pot-afh,  are  re- 
quired from  five  to  feven  hundred  bufhels  of 
afhes,  according  to  their  quality  : and,  in  all 
the  parts  which  I have  lately  traverfed,  the 
afhes  are  fold  at  one  fhilling  the  bufliel. 
The  pot-afh  is  infpedled  before  it  be  admitted 
to  exportation  ; yet,  whether  through  want 
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of  fkill  or  want  of  ftri&nefs  in  the  infpeftor, 
it  is  often  found  to  contain  lime.  It  is  difi- 
tinguiflied  into  firft  and  fécond  quality.  Salt 
beef  is  diftinguifhed  into  prime,  fécond,  and 
ordinary  ; pork,  into  prime  and  ordinary. 

Katlkill  is  built  on  a little  hill  which  fepa- 
rates  Katlkill  creek  from  the  North-River, 
into  which  the  former  difcharges  its  ftream 
at  the  extremity  of  the  hill.  The  majority 
of  the  houfes  are  fituate  on  the  fide  next  the 
creek,  where  the  embarkations  take  place  ; 
fome  however  are  on  the  fide  next  the  great 
river.  The  property  of  the  ground  on  which 
the  town  ftands  is  difputed  by  three  claim- 
ants ; but  the  pofiTeflion  is  held  by  one  of  the 
parties,  Clark  and  company,  by  virtue  of  an 
old  patent  that  he  has  purchafed,  and  on 
which  the  others  ground  their  claim.  Mean- 
time the  inhabitants  hold  their  lot  under 
Clark,  whom  they  confider  as  the  lawful 
proprietor.  But  this  exifting  difpute,  which 
the  others  are  in  no  hafte  to  bring  to  a de- 
cifion,  prevents  many  perfons  from  coming 
forward  as  purchafers.  The  lots,  however, 
produce  a good  price,  whenever  they  are  ex- 
poled  to  fale  : they  contain  each  half  a rood, 

and 


NORTH  AMERICA,  CANADA,  8cc.  443 


and  are  fold  fo  high  as  three  hundred  and 
feventy-five  dollars.  The  mouth  of  the  creek 
is  not  more  than  a quarter  of  a mile  diftant 
from  the  town. 

Katlkill  (lands  at  the  diftance  of  a hun- 
dred and  twenty  miles  from  New- York ; 
and  the  waters,  which  during  the  prevalence 
of  the  ftrong  foutherly  winds  become  abfo- 
lutely  fait,  are  at  all  times  of  the  year  brack- 
ilh.  The  tide  goes  up  as  far  as  Hudfon. 

Workmen  at  Katlkill  are  paid  thirteen 
dollars  per  month,  and  are  not  ealily  pro- 
cured. Here  is  a regular  market,  where 
beef  is  fold  at  eight  pence  the  pound. 

Along  the  North- River  is  carried  on  a 
great  trade  in  planks  : but  here,  as  in  Maffa- 
chufetts  and  the  diftrict  of  Maine,  the  planks 
do  not  contain  twice  the  thicknefs  of  the 
boards  : their  dimenfions  vary  in  different 
places  : they  are  an  inch  and  half  thick  at 
Albany,  an  inch  and  quarter  at  Katlkill.  It 
is  on  thefe  dimenfions  that  all  bargains  are 
made  which  do  not  particularly  fpecify  other- 
wife.  The  boards  are  an  inch  thick,  and,  of 
fuch  dimenfion,  are  fold  at  ten  dollars  per 
thoufand  feet  ; planks,  fixteen  dollars  and 
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two  Shillings  ; fh  ingles,  feven  dollars  and 
half  per  thoufand  ; barrel-ftaves,  feventeen 
dollars  and  half.  The  ftaves  are  of  oak  ; all 
the  reft,  of  yellow  fir.  Hemlock-bark,  of 
which  large  quantities  are  alfo  purchafed  for 
the  tanneries  of  the  country  and  thofe  of 
New- York,  is  fold  at  four  dollars  the  cord. 
At  Katfkill  are  built  the  Hoops  employed  in 
the  trade  between  that  place  and  New-York. 
At  prefent  their  price  is  from  forty-three 
to  forty-five  dollars  per  ton,  ready  for  fea  : 
they  are  generally  of  from  feventy  to  ninety 
tons’  burden. 

Horfe-races  are  common  in  the  ftate  or 
New-York.  There  was  one  beyond  the 
river  on  the  day  that  we  flopped  at  Katfkill. 
Although  it  was  but  an  indifferent  race,  and 
this  part  of  the  country  is  not  inhabited  by 
wealthy  people,  the  bets  made  on  the  occa- 
fion  exceeded  the  fum  of  four  thoufand  dol- 
lars. The  beft  races  are  faid  to  be  at  Poughr 
keepfie,  at  the  diftance  of  fifty  miles  lower 
down  : they  take  place  on  regularly  ftated 
days,  and  I have  been  aflured  that  the  wa- 
gers fometimes  amount  to  eig-ht  thoufand 
dollars.  The  horfes  that  run  there  are  ufed 
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for  no  other  purpofe  ; and  their  price  is 
from  twelve  to  fixteen  hundred  dollars.  We 
have  alfo  been  informed  that  the  ftrideft  ho- 
nour does  not  prevail  at  thofe  races. 

Katfkill,  fo  denominated  by  the  Dutch 
who  made  the  firft  fettlement  on  the  fpot, 
was,  by  the  Indians,  called  Katfketed,  which 
in  their  language  fignified  <c  a fortified  place.” 
No  foundation  for  that  name  can  be  dis- 
covered in  the  appearance  of  the  country  : 
and  it  is  moreover  well-known  that  the  In- 
dians, efpecially  at  that  time,  ereded  no  for- 
tifications. The  great  quantity  pf  human 
bones,  hatchets,  tomahawks,  and  arrows, 
found  buried  in  the  earth  around  Katfkill, 
prove  at  leaf!  that  this  place  formerly  was 
the  principal  feat  of  fome  confiderable  tribe. 

The  cultivation  of  the  foil  in  the  vicinity 
of  Katfkill  is  indifferent  ; the  lands  do  not, 
on  an  average  of  years,  produce  above  twelve 
bufhels  of  wheat  per  acre,  though  the  foil  is 
tolerably  good.  Thofe  belonging  to  Mr. 
Bogardus,  having  greater  attention  beftowed 
on  them,  yield  him  from  thirty  to  thirty- 
five. 

There  has  occurred  this  year  on  a part 
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of  his  eftate  a pretty  remarkable  phæno- 
menon.  All  this  tradt  of  country  is  a fuc- 
ceffion  of  little  hills*  or  rather  fmall  eleva- 
tions, detached  from  each  other,  and  only 
connedted  a little  at  the  bafes.  One  of  thofe 
hills,  the  neareft  to  Katlkill-creek,  and  ele- 
vated about  a hundred  feet  above  the  level 
of  the  creek,  fuddenly  fuffered  a finking  of 
more  than  one  half  of  its  declivity.  It 
might  have  meafured  about  a hundred  and 
fifty  feet  from  its  fummit  to  the  extremity 
of  its  bafe,  following  the  line  of  inclination. 
A breadth  of  about  eighty  fathoms  fell  in, 
beo-inning  at  about  three  or  four  fathoms 
from  the  top.  The  funken  part  gave  way 
all  on  a fudden,  and  fell  fo  perpendicularly 
that  a flock  of  fheep,  feeding  on  the  fpot, 
went  down  with  it  without  being  overturn- 
ed. The  trunks  of  trees  that  remained  on 
it  in  a half-rotten  hate  were  neither  un- 
rooted nor  even  inclined  from  their  former 
direction,  and  now  ftand  at  the  bottom  of 
this  chafm  of  above  four  acres  in  extent,  in 
the  fame  perpendicular  pofition,  and  on  the 
fame  foil.  However,  as  there  was  not  fuf- 
ficient  fpace  for  all  this  body  of  earth,  which 
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before  had  lain  in  a flope,  to  place  itfelf  ho- 
rizontally between  the  two  parts  of  the  hill 
that  have  not  quitted  their  ftation,  fome 
parts  are  cracked  and  as  it  were  furrowed. 
But  a more  ftriking  circumftance  is,  that 
the  lower  part  of  the  hill,  which  has  pre- 
ferved  its  former  fhape,  has  been  pufhed  and 
thrown  forward  by  the  finking  part  making 
itfelf  room — that  its  bafe  has  advanced  five 
or  fix  fathoms  beyond  a fmall  rivulet  which 
before  flowed  at  the  diftance  of  above  ten 
fathoms  from  it — and  that  it  has  even  en- 
tirely flopped  the  courfe  of  its  ftream.  The 
greateft  elevation  of  the  chafm  is  about  fifty 
or  fixty  feet  : in  its  fides  it  has  difcovered  a 
blue  earth  exhibiting  all  the  charafleriftics  of 
marl,  and  which,  from  the  different  experi- 
ments that  Mr.  Bogardus  has  made  with  it 
in  feveral  parts  of  his  eftate,  feems  to  pofTefs 
all  its  virtues.  In  fome  of  the  ftrata  of  this 
marl  is  found  fulphat  of  lime  in  minute 
cryftals. 

It  is  not  known  what  may  have  been  the 
caufe  of  this  event,  which  the  people  here 
attribute  to  the  operation  of  water,  without 
well  knowing  why  $ for  the  inhabitants  of 
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Katfkiil  are  neither  deep-read,  nor  verfcd  in 
natural  philofophy,  nor  addidled  to  obferva- 
tion.  This  finking  took  place  on  the  firft  of 
June  of  the  prefent  year,  unattended  by  any 
noife,  at  leaft  by  any  that  was  fufficiently 
loud  to  be  heard  either  at  Mr.  Bogardus’s 
houfe  which  is  but  three  hundred  fathoms 
diftant  from  the  fpot,  or  in  the  town,  which 
is  feparated  from,  it  only  by  the  narrow 
ft  ream  of  the  creek. 

Mr.  Bogardus  does  not  beftow  on  his 
neighbours  fo  favourable  a charadter  as  I 
have  heard  given  to  the  inhabitants  of  the 
country  in  every  other  part  of  America  : he 
defcribes  them  as  mifchievous  and  thievifh  ; 
I know  not  whether  upon  good  grounds,  or 
whether  he  does  not  extend  to  the  whole 
neighbourhood  this  general  accufation  of 
thievifhnefs  in  confequence  of  a few  apples 
and  peaches  that  have  been  ftolen  from  him 
—or  whether  his  prediledtion  for  England 
may  not  have  perfonally  expofed  him  to 
feme  unpleafant  treatment. 

One  fadt  however  may  be  adduced  in  fup- 
port  of  Mr.  Bogardus’s  opinion.  A bridge 
over  a creek  at  two  miles  from  Katfkiil  has 
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lately  been  burned  ; and  the  country  people 
think  the  deed  was  perpetrated  with  a view 
of  promoting  the  private  intereft  of  a par- 
ticular inn. 

KINGSTON. 

A wifli  to  avoid  the  inconvenience  of 
twice  more  croffing  the  North-River  in- 
duced us  to  prefer  the  weftern  road,  though 
lets  frequented  than  the  other.  Between 
Katlkill  and  Kin°;fton  the  road  all  alone;  runs 
between  that  beautiful  river  to  which  the 
traveller  often  approaches,  and  the  Katfkill 
mountains,  which  are  lèverai  miles  diftant. 
As  far  as  Sagodus-creek,  the  country  is 
thickly  inhabited  : in  many  places  the  farms 
are  of  confiderable  extent  : the  banks  of  the 
river  are  almoft  every- where  laid  out  in 
meadows  ; the  lands  farther  diftant  are  ap- 
propriated to  the  production  of  grain  of 
every  kind.  You  frequently  difcover  very 
beautiful  profpedts  — extenfive,  agreeable, 
rich,  on  the  fide  toward  the  river — ferious, 
romantic,  magnificent,  toward  the  moun- 
tains, whofe  forms  are  grand  and  variegated. 
Vol . III.  ^ G g You 
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You  pafs  Sagodus-creek  in  an  indifferent 
boat,  and  enter  a foreft  of  white  pines  grow- 
ing on  a Tandy  plain,  from  which  you  do  not 
emerge  till  within  two  miles  of  Kingfton, 
that  is  to  fay,  for  the  fpace  of  feven  or  eight 
miles. 

Kingfton — formerly  called  Efopus,  a name 
ftill  ufed  by  the  country  people — is  the  chief 
town  of  Ulfter  county,  and  built  on  a creek 
of  that  name  (the  fame  which  at  fome  dis- 
tance aflumes  the  appellation  of  Sagodus, 
and  which  we  had  paffed  in  the  morning) 
in  a beautiful  little  plain  bounded  on  the 
weft  by  that  fame  mafs  of  mountains  which 
here  too  are  ftill  called  the  Katlkill  moun- 
tains. The  place  of  embarkation  is  two 
miles  lower  down,  near  the  North-River, 
at  the  mouth  of  Redout-creek.  This  town 
was  burned  on  the  fixteenth  of  Odtober 
1 777  by  General  Vaughan,  who  had  no  other 
motive  for  his  condud  than  the  luft  of  dévas- 
tation. At  that  time  it  contained  a hundred 
and  forty  houfes  : nor  did  more  than  a Angle 
barn  efcape  from  the  effeds  of  his  infernal 
barbarity.  That  expedition,  which  none  of 
the  inhabitants  had  expeded,  deprived  them 

of 
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of  every  article  contained  in  their  houfes  ; 
and  they  were  unable  to  fave  any  thing 
except  their  lives.  In  the  courfe  of  the 
fame  autumn  two  or  three  houfes  were  al- 
ready rebuilt,  and  the  remainder  were  re- 
Ilored  in  the  following  fummef.  As  they 
were  almofi:  all  ftone  houfes,  the  former 
walls  had  remained  ftanding,  and  facilitated 
this  fpeedy  renovation  of  the  town.  It  now 
confifts  of  about  a hundred  and  fifty  houfes, 
and  carries  on  the  fame  kind  of  trade  as  the 
other  towns  fituated,  like  it,  on  the  weftern 
bank  of  the  North-River  ; but  not  being  fo 
conveniently  circumflanced  as  Katfkill  for 
communication  with  the  back  country,  its 
commerce  is  lefs  extenfive  * though  this  will 
be  confiderably  increafed  by  the  natural 
operation  of  time  in  fpreading  population 
through  thofe  tra£ls,  which  are  now  for  the 
greater  part  un-inhabited. 

Six  floops.  belong  to  the  town,  which  are 
employed  in  carrying  to  New- York  the  pro- 
duce that  it  receives,  fome  articles  of  which, 
as  timber,  beef,  pork*  corn,  do  not  come 
from  a greater  diftance  than  between  thirty 
and  thirty-five  miles.  Flax-feed  is  brought 
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from  the  banks  of  the  eaftern  branch  of 
Delaware,  that  is  to  fay,  from  the  diliance  of 
feventy  miles*  As  far  as.  the  mountains,  the 
lands  which  environ  the  town,  and  are  called 
Flats,  are  of  the  bed:  quality,  and  are  fold 
for  ninety  dollars  the  acre  ; thofe  which  lie 
toward  the  centre  of  the  Flats,  from  five  to 
thirty-five  dollars.  The  inhabitants  of  the 
town  being  for  the  moft  part  of  Dutch  de- 
fcent,  the  Low-Dutch  language  is  more  fa- 
miliar here  than  the  Englifh.  There  is  no 
regular  market  in  this  town,  though  it  con- 
tain a fchool,  an  academy,  a court-houfe, 
a prifon,  and  a Dutch-Lutheran  church. 
When  beef  can  be  procured,  it  colis  fix  pence 
the  pound. 

We  had  letters  to  Mr.  Van  Grolbeck,  one 
of  the  principal  (hop-keepers  in  the  town, 
and  formerly  a member  of  Congrefs.  To 
thofe  letters  we  were  indebted  for  an  invita- 
tion to  tea,  the  fmoking  of  fome  fegarS,  a 
few  glaffes  of  wine,  and  a great  portion  of 
complaifance  in  anfwering  our  queftions  : 
but  this  part  of  the  country  furnilhes  few 
objeéts  of  inquiry.  Mr.  Van  Grolbeck  feems 
a good  kind  of  man,  and  very  temperate  in 
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his  politics,  which  appear  to  intereft  him  lefs 
than  the  concerns  of  his  fhop.  An  old  phy-* 
iician,  on  the  contrary,  whom  we  met  at 
his  houfe,  bellows  more  attention  on  politics 
than  on  medicine.  He  is  a decided  repub- 
lican, whofe  fufpicious  diftruft  feems  in^ 
capable  of  being  allayed.  He  bears  a nam^ 
which  is  celebrated  in  the  annals  of  liberty 
-r-that  of  De  Witt — and  fays  he  is  defcended 
from  the  famous  John  De  Witt. 

Mr.  Van  Grofbeck,  in  principle  a federal-* 
ift,  but  very  tolerant  in  his  politics,  is  the  in- 
timate friend  of  Colonel  Burr,  whofe  por? 
trait,  executed  by  a lad  of  the  town,  he  has 
hanging  over  his  chimney-piece.  Mr.  Burr, 
having  difcovered  in  that  youth  a great  dif- 
polition  for  painting,  procured  for  him  fuch 
leiTons  in  the  art  as  America  was  capable 
of  affording,  and  has,  at  his  own  expen  le, 
lately  fent  him  to  France  and  Italy  to  ftudy 
the  great  models  and  receive  the  belt  inftruc- 
tions.  The  life  of  Colonel  Burr  is  marked 
with  fimilar  traits  of  beneficence  and  gene- 
rpfity. 

From  our  windows  we  difcover,  though 
above  feven  miles  diflant,  the  light  of  a 
G g a conflagration 
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conflagration  in  the  woods,  which  has  aU 
ready  lafted  eight  days.  Such  accidents  are 
very  frequent  in  the  clearing  of  lands  by  the 
aid  of  fire.  The  flighted:  inattention  fufFer$ 
the  blaze  to  fpread  beyond  the  intended 
bounds  : in  which  cafe  it  is  imppffible  to  ex- 
tin guifh  it,  efpecially  at  this  time  when  the 
drought  and  the  falling  of  the  leaves  furnifh 
it  with  the  means  of  rapidly  extending  it$ 
ravages.  It  alfo  frequently  happens  that 
conflagrations  are  caufed  in  the  woods  by  the 
hunters,  who,  for  the  purpofe  of  more  cer- 
tainly killing  the  deer,  furround  with  fire 
the  places  where  they  fuppofe  them  to  be. 
Some  of  thefe  lines  of  fire  are  feveral  miles 
in  circumference  : their  breadth  is  incon- 
liderable  $ for,  however  narrow  they  may  be, 
the  deer  never  crofs  them.  The  hunters 
generally  adopt  the  necefiary  precautions  to 
prevent  the  flame  from  communicating  : but 
fometimes  thofe  precautions  are  negleéted': 
fometimes  alfo,  although  they  have  been  ob- 
ferved,  a fudden  wind  fp reads  the  fire,  which 
often  confumes  the  entire  inclofure,  and 
even  great  tradts  beyond  its  bounds,  involv- 
ing in  the  conflagration  all  the  fettlements 
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and  houfes  it  meets  in  its  way,  and  thus  re- 
ducing many  families  to  ruin. 

Lime-ftone  is  very  common  in  this  part  : 
the  inhabitants  have  already  begun  to  bum 
large  parcels  of  it,  and  fend  it  to  the  neigh- 
bouring iflands  At  Poughkeepfie  is  burned 
a great  quantity,  which  is  fold  at  New- 
York  for  a fhilling  the  bufhel.  This  cir- 
cumftance,  which  is  highly  advantageous  to 
the  country,  may  poffibly  clafh  with  General 
Knox’s  fpeculations  on  his  lime  from  the  difi- 
triâ  of  Maine. — The  freight  of  corn  from 
Kingfton  to  New- York  is  fix  pence  per 
buffiel  ; to  Albany,  it  is  ten  pence. 

A confiderable  traffic  in  fait  fifh  is  carried 
on  at  Kingfton.  The  fmall  bay  near  the 
landing-place  facilitates  the  fifhery  of  ffiad, 
herrings,  and  falmon,  which  come  up  Hud- 
fon’s-River  in  abundance  in  the  fpring  fea- 
fon,  and  to  the  catching  of  which  the  in- 
habitants of  this  traéi  are  more  attentive 
than  thofe  of  any  other  part  on  the  banks  of 
that  river. 
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NEW-PATTZ. 

We  were  informed  at  Kingfton,  that,  in 
purfuing  the  road  which  runs  at  the  greater 
diftance  from  the  river,  we  fhould  have  no 
creeks  to  pafs,  and  fhould  find  good  inns. 
We  came,  however,  to  Walkill-  creek,  which 
we  were  obliged  to  crofs  in  a boat  fo  full 
of  water,  that,  notwithftanding  our  caution, 
we  were  compelled  to  fit  on  horfe-back 
during  the  paffage:  and,  inftead  of  good  inns, 
we  found  only  a wretched  tippling-houfe. 
The  road  approaches  the  fame  mafs  of 
mountains  which  we  faw  yefterday  under 
the  name  of  the  Katfkill  mountains,  but 
which  here  are  called  by  that  of  Changung. 
The  country  in  general  confifts  of  beautiful 
and  fertile  plains,  but  fometimes  interfperfed 
with  fandy  tradls,  and  woods  of  little  value. 

The  Walkill  is  the  fame  creek  which  %at 
Kingfton  bears  the  appellation  of  Redout- 
kill.  In  the  Low-Dutch  language,  kill  i ig- 
nifies  creek  : and,  as  the  Dutch  were  the  firft 

fettlers  of  the  ftate  of  New- York,  and  more 

/ 

particularly  afterward  of  the  weftern  b^nk 
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of  the  North-River,  fuch  towns,  mountains, 
and  creeks,  as  have  not  preserved  their  ori- 
ginal Indian  names,  have  for  the  molt  part 
received  Dutch  appellations.  The  country 
bordering  on  the  Walkill  is,  to  a conlider- 
able  diftance  back,  annually  infefted  with 
autumnal  intermittent  fevers. 

New-Pattz  is  almoft  univerfally  inhabited 
by  families  of  French  extradion,  whole  an- 
ceftors,  having  quitted  France  on  account  of 
their  religion,  took  refuge  firft  in  Holland, 
then  pafifed  over  to  America,  and  eftablifhed 
themfelves  at  Pattz,  a very  old  fettlement 
founded  by  a Dutch  colony.  About  forty 
years  fince,  thofe  families  quitted  Pattz,  and 
took  up  their  refidence  a few  miles  farther, 
in  a diftrid  to  which  they  have  given  the 
appellation  of  New-Pattz.  They  now  pre- 
ferve  no  other  charaderiftics  of  their  Gallic 
origin  than  a traditional  recolledion  of,  and 
a fond  attachment  to,  the  land  that  gave 
birth  to  their  progenitors.  Their  names, 
ftill  remaining  the  fame,  are  written  and 
pronounced  after  the  Dutch  manner.  Thele 
people  do  not  underftand  a word  of  French, 
but  fpeak  bad  Dutch  and  bad  Englifh  : there 
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is  nothing  in  their  manners  by  which  an 
qbferver  may  be  reminded  of  the  country 
whence  they  have  originated  : they  are  dull 
torpid  Hollanders,  as  favage  as  all  the  other 
inhabitants  of  the  country  whom  we  have 
met  (nice  oür  paffage  of  the  North- River. 
Their  religion  is  the  Dutch  reformed.  Each 
of  thefe  families,  in  fome  inftances  even  the 
pooreft,  has  one  or  two  negroes  or  negreffes; 
flavery  being  as  ftridtly  maintained  in  the 
ftate  of  New- York  as  in  that  of  Virginia; 
with  this  difference,  however,  that,  as  {laves 
are  lefs  numerous  here,  they  are  much  better 
treated.  The  price  at  which  they  are  fold 
is  four  hundred  dollars  for  a full-grown 
man  ; half  that  price  for  girls.  Thefe  {laves 
are  not  baptifed  or  inftruéted  in  religion,  but 
are  in  that  refpeâ  kept  in  the  lowed:  ftate  of 
degradation.  The  quakers  and  anabaptifts 
who  conftitute  a part  of  the  population  of 
new  Pattz,  have  no  Oaves. 

The  lands  in  the  neighbourhood  are  good  ; 
and  their  price  is  from  fixteen  to  twenty 
dollars  the  acre.  Their  produce  is  conveyed 
to  Kingfton,  but  oftener  to  New-Xork. 
They  are  for  the  greater  part  laid  down  in 
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meadows,  and  feed  abundance  of  cattle. 
The  meadow  hulbandry  does  not  continue 
longer  than  three  years,  after  which  fuc- 
ceeds  a crop  of  grain.  The  culture  of  the 
grain  is  bad,  and  the  lands  do  not  produce 
above  ten  or  twelve  bulhels  per  acre,  or 
twenty-five  bufhels  of  Indian  corn.  The 
price  of  grain  here  is  regulated  by  that  in  the 
New- York  market  : it  is  at  prefent  thirteen 
{hillings  the  bufhel  : Indian  corn  is  at  a dol- 
lar and  half.  During  the  laft  fpring,  hay 
was  fold  at  five  dollars  per  thoufand- weight: 
its  ufual  price  is  from  three  to  four. 

Workmen  are  not  eafily  procured  hero; 
becaufe,  as  foon  as  they  have  been  able  to 
amafs  a little  money,  they  go  to  the  new 
countries  and  become  farmers  themfelves. 
They  muft  be  paid  from  ten  to  twelve  dol- 
lars per  month,  and  fometimes  two  dollars 
a day  in  the  harveft-time.  The  greater  part 
of  the  immigration  to  thefe  new  countries 
is  from  beyond  the  river,  and  from  the  ftate 
of  New- York  itfelf. 

Complaints  are  made  here,  as  in  every 
other  place  through  which  we  have  pafled, 
pf  the  extreme  drought,  which  dries  up  all 

the 
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the  waters,  and  reduces  the  greater  number 
of  the  mills  to  a ftate  of  ina&ivity. 

NEWBURG  AND  NEW- WINDSOR.. 

The  road  from  NewnPattz  to  Newburg  is 
a continued  fucceffion  of  inequalities.  It 
croffes  all  the  hills,  which  feparate  this  part 
of  the  country  from  the  North-River.  The 
country  is  thickly  peopled,  and  exhibits 
pretty  confiderable  farms,  and  vaft  barns,  al? 
moft  univerfally  furrounded  with  ricks  of 
hay.  The  lands  are  for  the  moft  part  kept 
in  meadows  : but,  each  farm  containing 
within  its  boundaries  different  expofures  of 
high  and  low  land,  a portion  is  always  as 
regularly  devoted  to  the  plough.  Such  is 
the  pradice  in  the  generality  of  the  farms  on 
the  weft  fide  of  the  river,  and  to  fome  dif- 
tance  back. 

Newburg,  which  alfo  lies  in  Ulfter 
county,  is  built  on  the  bank  of  the  river, 
and  fituate  at  the  diftance  of  four  miles  be? 
low  the  extremity  of  the  Highlands.  The 
back  countries  of  which  this  town  receives 
the  produce  being  more  thickly  inhabited 

than 
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than  thofe  that  fupply  the  other  towns 
through  which  we  have  hitherto  paffed,  its 
trade  with  New- York  is  more  extenfive 
than  theirs.  Yet  only  fix  floops  belong  to 
Newburg  : but  thofe  lloops,  on  account  of 
the  fmall  didance  of  New-York,  perform 
almod  twice  as  many  voyages  as  thofe  even 
of  Katfkill,  which  lies  only  fixty  miles  higher. 
The  produce  from  the  banks  of  the  wefitem 
branch  of  Delaware  comes  alfo  to  Newburg 
by  roads  which  are  faid  to  be  very  good.  It 
is  averred  that  above  ten  thoufand  cafks  of 
butter  are  annually  (hipped  at  Newburg  and 
New-Windfor.  The  quantity  has  even  been 
greater  this  year,  and  mud  receive  a further 
increafe  from  the  extenfion  of  the  feule- 
ments and  the  improvements  in  agriculture. 

New-Windfor  neverthelefs  is  in  a (late 
of  decreafe  ; a great  bar,  which  renders  the 
approach  to  it  tedious  and  difficult,  caufing 
a preference  to  be  given  to  Newburg,  which 
will,  it  is  probable,  entirely  abforb  the  trade 
of  the  former  place.  Notwithftanding  this 
difadvantage,  New-Windfor  dill  has  two  or 
three  floops  employed  in  conflant  voyages  to 
and  from  New-York.  That  town,  fituate 
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in  Orange-county  and  two  miles  below 
burg,  confifts  only  of  about  forty  houfes  ; 
whereas  Newburg  contains  at  lead:  four 
times  that  number,  almoft  all  built  fince  the 
war.  There  were  not  twenty  erefted  on 
the'fpot  when  General  Wafhington  made  it 
his  head  quarters  in  1/79- 

The  profpeft  here  is  grand.  To  the  left, 
the  eye  follows  through  an  extenfive  fpace 
the  majeftic  courfe  of  this  beautiful  river, 
bordered  in  its  whole  length  by  little  hills  of 
variegated  forms  and  all  well  cultivated 
in  front  it  commands  a view  of  the  river 
two  miles  in  breadth,  and  of  the  hills  on  the 
other  fide,  well  cultivated  likewife  and 
thickly  inhabited  : behind  thefe,  rife  the 
mountains  which  a little  farther  form  the 
Highlands,  and  which,  though  very  ele- 
vated, are  alfo  covered  with  farms,  houfes, 
and  cultivation  : — more  to  the  right,  the  eye 
penetrates  the  narrow  channel  which  the 
river  has  formed  for  its  paffage  through  thefe 
lofty  and  beautiful  mountains,  and  difcovers 
the  fortifications  of  Weft-Point  : farther  to 
the  right,  the  view  is  intercepted  by  that 
fame  chain  of  mountains  which  recede  in 
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waning  perfpeftive  to  the  weft,  where  they 
join  the  Alleghany  ridge.  The  inhabitants 
of  Newburg  are  almoft  imiverfally  immi- 
grants from  New-England.  We  are  in- 
formed here  that  Orange-county  is  peopled 
by  Irifh  and  Germans,  who  are  all  indus- 
trious and  good  farmers. 

At  New- York  a houfe  is  building  for  the 
college  called  the  academy.  The  expenfe  is 
defrayed  by  the  prefbyterians,  who,  having 
for  this  purpofe  obtained  the  endowment  of 
an  extenfive  tra£h  of  land  granted  to  the 
epifcopalians  in  the  time  of  the  Britifh  go- 
vernment, thus  fulfil  the  condition  annexed 
to  that  donation.  This  academy  receives 
moreover  the  annual  Sum  of  four  or  five 
hundred  dollars  from  the  funds  deftined  by 
the  ftate  of  New- York  for  the  Support  and 
encouragement  of  Schools. 

The  price  of  every  article  has  rifen  here, 
as  in  all  other  parts  of  America,  fince  the 
commencement  of  the  war.  Workmen  are 
fcarce  ; and  their  washes  are  from  twelve  to 
fifteen  dollars  per  month.  Beef  c'ofts  eight 
pence  the  pound  ; a pair  of  oxen,  from  eighty 

to 
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to  a hundred  dollars  ; a good  cow,  twenty- 
five. 

We  had  a letter  from  Mr.  Van  Grofbeck 
of  Kingfton  for  Mr.  Seight,  a lawyer  of 
Newburg,  from  whom  we  experienced  more 
civilities  than  fervices  ; for  he  could  not  in 
fix-and-thirty  hours  procure  us  a fmall  boat 
to  convey  us  to  Weft-Point,  whither  we 
had  fent  our  horfes  acrofs  the  mountains. 
We  were  obliged  to  wait  for  the  garrifon’s 
boat,  which  was  fent  to  us  by  the  command- 
ing officer  when  he  found  that  we  did  not 
arrive. 

PASSAGE  OF  THE  NORTH-RIVER  IN 
THE  HIGHLANDS. 

The  navigation  from  Newburg  to  Weft- 
Point  prefents  one  of  the  moft  grand  and 
majeftic  views  that  can  be  feen  in  any  part 
of  the  world.  The  river,  exceeding  two 
miles  in  width,  narrows  its  ftream  to  pafs 
between  the  mountains,  in  a channel  whofe 
breadth  is  not  more  than  half  a mile.  The 
mountains  through  which  it  forces  its  way, 

though 
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though  not  very  lofty,  exhibit  the  moft 
beautiful,  the  moft  variegated,  and  the  moft 
majeftic  forms.  In  fome  places  we  behold 
malles  of  rock  towering  in  perpendicular  al- 
titude, and  threatening  each  moment  to 
crulh  in  their  fall  whatever  pafles  beneath 
their  feet.  In  other  parts  their  form  is  more 
inclined  : but  here  they  are  lefs  naked,  and 
bear  a few  oaks,  a few  pines,  a few  cedars, 
which  grow  on  the  rocks,  though  the  eye 
cannot  difcover  the  earth  which  nourishes 
them.  Again,  thefe  great  mountains  recede 
from  each  other,  and  their  place  on  the 
banks  of  the  ftream  is  occupied  by  little  hills, 
of  fertile  foil,  and  in  many  parts  cultivated* 
The  river  inceflantly  winds  through  thefe 
different  mountains  : and  the  profpeft  here 
is  incomparably  more  beautiful  than  that  of 
the  junction  of  the  Potowmack  and  the  She- 
nandoah in  the  Blue-Ridge. 

Weft-Point  is  in  the  narroweft  part  of  this 
paffage,  which  is  eighteen  miles  in  length. 
It  is  a promontory  which  advances  a con- 
liderable  way  into  the  natural  bed  of  the 
river,  and  forces  the  ftream  in  a forward 
direction,  where  another  mountain  on  the  op- 
Vol.  IIL  H h polite 
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pofite  fhore  prefents  to  it  an  obftacle  equally 
unfur  mountable,  and  drives  it  back  to  the 
fide  which  it  had  quitted  ; fo  that  the  water 
abfoluteiy  furrounds  this  fpot,  which,  by  its 
pofition,  commands  the  navigation  of  that 
great  river.  Its  channel  at  Weft-Point  does 
not  exceed  a quarter  of  a mile  in  breadth. 
This  is  the  poft  that  General  Arnold  in- 
tended to  betray  to  General  Clinton.  The 
former  at  that  time  commanded  the  ad- 
vanced guard  of  the  American  army  ; and 
the  accomplifhment  of  his  fcheme  would 
for  a long  time  have  retarded  the  termina- 
tion of  the  war.  I have  feen  the  houfe  in 
which  the  interviews  took  place  between 
that  traitor  and  the  unfortunate  major  An- 
dré : it  was  that  where  Arnold  had  his  head- 
quarters ; it  ftands  at  the  diftance  of  a mile 
from  Weft-Point,  and  on  the  oppofite  bank. 

WEST-POINT. 

This  poft  is  nearly  in  the  fame  ftate  at 
prefent  in  which  it  was  during  the  war. 
Fort-Putnam — which  ftands  on  the  fummit 
of  the  mountain,  and  of  which  the  object 

was 
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was  to  cut  off  all  approach  to  Weft-Point 
from  behind,  as  well  as  to  fupport  fome  ftili 
farther  advanced  intrenchments  on  the  neigh- 
bouring mountains — had  been  begun  in  ma- 
fon’s  work  bv  the  celebrated  and  unfortunate 

- j ' 

Kofciuiko,  at  that  time  employed  as  an  en- 
gineer in  the  American  army.  That  forti- 
fication was  continued  two  years  fince  by 
Monfieur  Vincent,  a French  engineer,  and 
upon  an  excellent  plan.  But  thirty-five 
thoufand  dollars  expended  on  it  by  Monfieur 
Vincent  have  been  no  better  than  a ufelefs 
expenditure,  fince  the  further  fum  of  forty- 
five  thoufand,  requifite  for  the  completion  of 
that  great  and  interefting  work,  has  been  re- 
fufed- — and  the  fine  erections  in  ftone  which 
are  half  finifhed,  together  with  the  cafemates 
which  are  only  commenced,  remain  expofed 
to  the  inclemencies  of  the  fevere  winters  of 
this  climate,  which  will  fpeedily  deftroy 
thofe  walls  unlefs  Congrefs  will  grant  the 
money  neceffary  for  at  leaft  covering  them. 

In  every  other  inftance  the  American  go- 
vernment fhow  the  fame  inattention  to  all 
the  grand  objeéïs  of  primary  importance  : 
they  difplay  great  zeal  and  launch  forth  into 
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great  and  fometimes  exceffive  expen fes  dur- 
ing the  firft  year,  and  afterward  totally  flop 
the  fupplies.  Hence  we  fee  confiderable 
fums  lavifhed  without  advantage,  exhibiting 
môft  evident  proofs  of  improvidence  and 
ficklenefs  in  the  government. 

There  is  no  other  fortification  at  Weft- 
Point,  where  indeed  the  hand  of  nature  has 
already  done  fo  much,  that,  in  cafe  of  emer- 
gency, it  might  foon  be  put  into  a refpeft- 
able  ftate  of  defence.  During  the  war,  this 
part  of  the  country,  on  both  fides  of  the 
river,  was  thick-fown  with  fmall  forts,  of 
which  the  veftiges  are  ftill  to  be  feen,  and 
which,  when  once  the  Americans  had  efta- 
blifhed  them,  the  Englifh  never  ventured  to 
approach. 

Weft-Point  is  the  ftation  of  the  corps  of 
engineers  and  artillerifts  of  the  United  States, 
which  confifts  of  four  bataillons  of  two  hun- 
dred and  fifty  men  each,  and  furnifhes  de- 
tachments for  all  the  pofts  where  the  United 
States  entertain  a military  force  ; befides  an 
entire  batallipn  at  prefent  with  the  army  of 
General  W^yne  in  the  Weftern  Territory. 
This  corps  fingly  conftitutes  above  one  fourth 
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part  of  the  American  ftanding  army,  of  which 
the  total  number  is  only  three  thouland  four 
hundred  men  ; and,  fmall  as  that  number  is, 
it  cannot  be  completed.  So  eafy  and  com- 
fortable are  the  circumftances  of  the  people 
in  America,  and  fuch  their  independence  of 
fpirit,  that — notwithftanding  all  the  tempta- 
tions of  liberal  pay,  extreme  facility  in  ob- 
taining furloughs,  and  indulgences  of  every 
kind  granted  to  the  foldiers,  together,  with 
the  gentlenefs  of  the  difcipline  and  the  ffiort- 
nels  of  the  engagements— it  is  found  difficult 
to  recruit  that  little  army  : yet,  although 
the  law  of  the  United  States  ordains  that 
none  be  admitted  into  the  military  body  ex- 
cept natives  of  America,  Englifh  deferters 
are  enlifted,  Germans,  Xriffimen  newly  ar- 
rived, in  fhort  every  one  who  prefents  him- 
felf  -,  and,  after  all,  the  ranks  are  not  filled 
to  their  due  complement. 

I ffiall  fpeak  elfewhere  of  the  pay  of  the 
American  troops.  The  fault  to  which  they 
are  moil  addicted  is  drunkennefs,  which  is  fo 
habitual  that  it  efcapes  punifhment,.  Theft 
is  very  rare  among  the  foldiery,  as  indeed  in 
the  country  in  general  : but  to  filch  pro- 
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vifions  or  liquor  is  not  confidered  as  theft  : it 
is  a fort  of  cuftomary  privilege  at  which  the 
officers  are  obliged  to  connive,  but  which 
neverthelefs  does  not  extend  to  the  ftealing 
of  live  poultry,  fheep,  or  other  animals  ; al- 
though it  would  not  be  quite  fafe  to  leave 
thofe  fame  animals  expofed,  when  dead  and 
hanging  up  ready  for  ufe.  Defertions  fo me- 
tises happen,  but  in  no  confiderable  number. 
The  term  of  fervice  was  heretofore  three 
years  ; it  is  now  extended  to  five  ; and  the 
bounty  for  enliftment  is  fourteen  dollars. 

One  muft  not  expedf  to  find  the  American 
troops  well  trained  or  remarkable  for  neat- 
nefs  : a European  eye  is  ffiocked  by  their 
want  of  cleanlinefs  and  their  unfoldierlike 
appearance.  But  thefe  are  defedts  arifing 
from  the  nature  of  the  country  ; and  the 
recruiting  fervice  would  proceed  {till  more 
{lowly,  if  greater  ftridlnefs  were  ufed  to  re- 
medy them.  This  corps  is  exercifed  as  the 
other  troops,  but  with  no  greater  fuccefs. 
They  are  alfo.  taught  to  fire  cannon  and 
mortars  ; and  this  is  the  branch  to  which  the 
chief  attention  is  paid.  The  officer,  how- 
ever, knows  little  more  of  the  bufinefs  than 

the 
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the  private  foldier  : and  the  government  does 
not  adopt  any  meafures  to  provide  that  none 
but  Ikilful  officers  be  admitted,  which  indeed 
it  would  be  difficult  to  accomplish  in  this 
country — nor  even  to  have  them  inftruded 
after  their  admiffion,  which  would  be  an 
eafier  talk.  The  corps  of  officers,  firft  efta- 
blifhed  about  two  years  fince,  is  compofed  of 
men  of  all  countries.  Such  of  them  as  we 
have  feen  are  men  of  advantageous  appear- 
ance, and  feemed  to  be  very  good  company  : 
but  thefe  were  only  ten  in  number  ; and  we 
have  been  informed  that  all  the  others  do 
not  in  thefe  particulars  refemble  them.  The 
officers  are  paid  from  thirty-five  to  feventy 
dollars  per  month,  with  the  addition  of  a 
greater  or  fmaller  number  of,  rations  accord- 
ing to  their  grade.  They  are  lodged  in  fmall 
houfes  irregularly  built  on  an  extenfive  ef- 
planade  at  the  foot  of  the  mountains,  where 
they  have  better  accommodations  than  the 
French  officers  ever  have  had  in  barracks. 
The  commanding  officer  is  Monfieur  de 
Rochefontaine,  who  ferved  in  the  army  of 
the  United  States  during  the  entire  period  of 

the  war.  He  has  fince  been  in  the  French 
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fervxee;  and  he  poffefles  much  greater  know- 
ledge and  ikill  than  apy  of  his  officers. 

I know  not  why  the  little  army  of  the 
United  States,  confifting  of  three  thoufand 
four  hundred  men,  is  not  exclufively  com- 
pofed  of  ar  tille  rifts,  and,  efpecially,  provided 
with  a greater  number  of  officers.  In  time 
of  peace,  thofe  artillerifts  might  occupy  the 
frontier  pofts  as  ufefully  as  any  other  troops  : 
they  would  even  be  more  ferviceable,  fince 
the  occupation  of  thofe  polls  is  entirely  a 
fervice  of  defence,  and  a ifmall  detachment 
of  artillery  is  ftationed  in  each.  The  place 
of  the  regiments  now  on  foot,  which  are  not 
artillery,  would  be  completely  fupplied  in 
war-time  by  the  militia  or  continental  troops 
which  then  muft  be  raifed  or  alfembled  ; and 
thus  the  United  States  would  at  leaf!  poffefs 
an  effedive  force  of  three  thoufand  four 
hundred  artillerifts,  whofe  pay  would  not 
coft  them  more  than  that  of  the  other  regi- 
ments. 

i M 

But— -again  be  it  remarked— the  Ameri- 
can government  betray  the  utmoft  improvi- 
dence, careleflhefs,  and  ignorance,  in  every  7 
branch,  and  efpecially  in  what  concerns  the 
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military  department.  It  is  a frivolous  ex- 
cufe  to  fay  that  the  executive  power  is 
cramped  by  the  Congrels  : that  may  indeed 
be  the  cafe  with  refped  to  the  expenfes  re- 
quired for  the  fupport  of  a more  numerous 
army,  or  even  for  the  ereétion  and  mainte- 
nance of  the  neceffary  fortifications  : but  it 
is  not,  it  cannot  be,  true  with  refpedt  to  the 
moft  ufeful  mode  of  employing  the  Turns 
granted. 

There  isalfo  at  Weft-Point  a fmall  arfenal 
containing  between  fix  and  feven  thoufand 
ftand  of  arms.  It  is  kept  in  much  worfe 
order  than  that  of  Springfield.  Forty  pieces 
of  cannon,  of  all  fizes,  and  about  the  fame 
number  of  carriages,  many  of  which  were 
not  made  for  the  pieces,  are  kept  at  Weft- 
Point,  partly  in  the  ftores,  partly  planted  in 
various  places  for  the  defence  of  this  and 
the  furrounding  pofts,  which  would  require 
above  a hundred.  ^Probably  a time  may 
come  when  more  capable  men  will  be  placed 
at  the  head  of  the  different  departments,  and 
when  thefe  obje&s  of  primary  importance 
will  engage  more  ferious  confideration.  But 
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meanwhile  much  valuable  time  is  loft,  and 
nearly  all  the  expenfe  incurred  is  fruitlefs. 

It  may  be  deemed  furprizing  that  the  mi- 
litary iyftem  of  England  is  that  which  is  fol- 
lowed in  this  little  handful  of  an  army.  In 
the  firft  place,  it  is  in  itfelf  a moft  wretched 
model  for  imitation  : and  befides  it  would 
have  been  both  proper  and  ufeful  for  the 
American  government  to  break  through  the 
Englifh  habits,  in  this  inftance  in  particular, 
and  efpecially  for  the  purpofe  of  adopting 
fomething  better.  The  army  is  alfo  dreffed 
in  Englifti  cloth  ; and,  what  is  ftill  more  re- 
markable, the  mulkets  which  the  contractors 
have  undertaken  to  furnifti,  and  which  are 
made  after  the  ancient  French  model  of 
1763,  are  imported  from  England  in  pieces 
ready  made,  as  locks,  hammers,  cocks,  bayo- 
nets, &c.  The  contractor  finds  his  advantage 
in  this  management  on  account  of  the  high 
price  of  workmanfhip  in  America  ; and  heds 
fuffered  to  follow  his  own  plan. 


VER- 
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VERPLANCK-POINT. 

Monfieur  de  Rochefontaine,  after  having 
given  Monfieur  Guillemard  and  me  a very 
friendly  reception,  infifted  on  conveying  us 
in  his  barge  beyond  the  boundaries  of  the 
Highlands.  This  was  a good  opportunity  of 
completing  our  examination  of  the  whole  of 
that  interefting  part  of  the  North-River  ; 
and  with  pleafure  we  accepted  his  obliging 
offer.  Mr.  Lowel,  adjutant-general  of  the 
corps,  and  friend  of  a rich  inhabitant  who 
refided  at  the  place  where  our  navigation 
terminated,  propofed  to  conduét  us  to  his 
friend’s  houfe,  affuring  us  that  we  fihould  be 
joyfully  received.  We  were  not  difappointed 
of  the  pleafure  we  had  promifed  ourfelves 
from  our  little  voyage  ; yet  this  part  of  the 
Highlands  is  much  lefs  beautiful  than  that 
which  is  pafled  in  going  to  Weft-Point. 
The  mountains  are  here  lefs  elevated  ; their 
forms  lefs  bold  ; the  bed  of  the  river  left 
narrow  : the  whole,  notwithftanding,  ex- 
hibits a grand  and  beautiful  fcene,  which 
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the  eye  enjoys  with  rapture,  and  of  which 
the  mind  long  retains  the  remembrance. 

On  our  way  we  pafled  under  the  remains 
of  Fort-Montgomery,  carried  by  the  Englifh 
during  the  laft  war.  Farther  on,  and  at  the 
mouth  of  a little  creek,  we  faw  a flour-mill, 
ereéïed  two  years  fince.  The  miller  who 
built  it  was  condemned  by  all  his  neighbours 
for  the  choice  he  had  made  of  a fituation  ; 
they  affured  him  that  the  ftream  was  not 
fufficiently  powerful,  and  that  the  water 
would  often  fail.  Thefe  reprefentations 
only  encouraged  him  the  more  in  the  profe- 
cution  of  his  plan  : he  knew  the  extent  of 
his  refources  much  better  than  his  advifers, 
to  whofe  remonftrances  he  made  no  other 
anfwe-r  than  that  of  giving  to  his  mill  the 
name  of  ça  ira . Accordingly,  the  mill  con- 
tinues in  motion,  is  conftantly  employed, 
does  a great  deal  of  work,  and  produces  a 
çonfiderable  profit  to  the  owner,  who  is  à 
native  of  New-England. 

As  to  the  good  reception  with  which  Mr. 
Lowel  had  flattered  us,  we  found  ourfelves 
greatly  difappointed  in  our  expe&ations  on 

that 
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that  fcore;  for  Mr.  Verplanck  could  hardly 
have  given  us  a worfe,  unlefs  he  had  abfo- 
lutely  turned  us  out  of  doors.  This  is  tho 
firft  time  in  the  courfe  of  my  travels  in 
America  that  I ever  failed  to  experience  a 
hofpitable  reception.  But  Mr.  Verplanck 
had  not  invited  us  $ and  it  of  courfe  was 
quite  natural  that  he  fhould  have  been  dif- 
pleafed  with  our  vifit  : it  was  even  candid  in 
him  thus  to  make  us  acquainted  with  his  dif. 
pofition. 

Verplanck-Point  is  on  the  eaftern  bank  of 
the  North-River.  It  was  in  the  extenfive 
plain  behind  it  that  the  junftion  was  formed 
between  the  American  and  French  armies 
in  1781,  previous  to  their  marching  into 
Virginia.  On  the  other  fide  of  the  river, 
and  oppofite  to  Verplanck-Point,  is  Stony- 
Point,  which  General  Wayne  took  from  the 
Englifh  at  the  point  of  the  bayonet.  His 
van  was  commanded  by  Monfieur  Dupleffis, 
a French  officer,  whofe  valour  and  intelli- 
gence are  not  forgotten  in  America. 
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ARRIVAL  AT  NEW-YORK. 

From  Verplanck- Point  to  New-York  we 
çonftantly  proceeded  along  the  eaftern  bank 
of  the  North-River  : and  travelling  over 
very  mountainous  roads,  much  embarraffed 
with  rocks,  and  confequently  often  bad,  we 
hardly  ever  loft  fight  of  that  beautiful  river, 
which  in  every  point  of  view  prefents  in- 
terefting  profpedls:  of  thefe,  the  moft  beauti- 
ful in  this  part  is  the  Tappan-fea,  fo  called 
becaufe  here  the  bed  of  the  river,  for  thç 
length  of  ten  or  twelve  miles,  extends  to 
fuch  a width  as  to  refemble  rather  a great 
lake  than  even  the  greateft  river. 

At  length  we  arrived  by  King’s-Bridge  in 
the  ifland  of  New-York,  where  the  foil, 
which  is  in  general  bad,  is  yet  covered  with 
indifferent  woods  in  the  parts  moft  diftant 
from  the  city.  There  are,  however,  nume- 
rous farms,  and  particularly  country-feats,  in 
all  the  tra6l  which  lies  within  fix  or  feven 
miles  of  it,  and  in  the  parts  bordering  on 
the  North-River,  and  on  the  arm  of  the  fea 
which  feparates  this  ifle  from  Long-Ifland. 

MINE- 
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MINERALOGICAL  OBSERVATIONS. 

American  mineralogy,  as  I have  already 
more  than  once  remarked,  offers  few  varie- 
ties for  obfervation.  The  great  mountains 
—that  is  to  lay,  the  raoft  elevated — are  ge- 
nerally formed  of  granite  ; as,  for  inftance, 
in  my  laft  tour,  the  mountains  of  New 
Hampfhire,  the  Green  Mountains,  and  the 
Highlands.  Thofe  of  inferior  altitude  fuc- 
ceffively  exhibit  fchiftus  more  or  lefs  perfect, 
Bate,  feldt-fpath,  calcareous  ftone,  and  fome 
fand-ftones  of  extreme  hardnefs,  and  in  a 
ftate  of  great  perfeéiion.  At  the  diftance  of 
eight  or  ten  miles  from  New- York  is  a 
pretty  rich  copper-mine  : the  ore  is  irregu- 
larly fcattered  through  a kind  of  Tandy- 
ftone  often  refembling  grit  and  fometimes 
the  pudding-ftone.  It  yields  from  fixty  to 
feventy  pounds  of  fine  copper  per  hundred 
weight.  Previous  to  the  revolution  it  ufed 
to  be  carried  to  England,  where  it  bore  a 
higher  price  than  any  other  ore  of  the  fame 
metal.  The  mine  has  been  feveral  times 
wrought,  abandoned,  and  refumed.  At  pre- 
lent 
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fent  there  are  workmen  employed  in  it,  who 
are  for  the  mofl  part  Germans,  brought  over 
from  Europe  for  the  purpofe,  and  paid  from 
fifteen  to  twenty  dollars  per  month.  How- 
ever excellent  the  copper,  the  company  can* 
not  fell  it  in  pigs,  and  are  now  ereQing  mills 
to  roll  it  into  fheets,  and  manufacture  it  into 
various  houfehold  articles.  The  Ream  en- 
gine for  pumping  off  the  water  is  very  ill 
eontrivéd,  and  the  defeét  in  its  conftruCtion 
extènds  its  influence  to  the  working  of  the 
mine.  There  is  reafon  to  apprehend,  that, 
through  the  want  of  a good  method  and  of 
fkilful  men  to  direét  the  works,  this  excellent 
mine  will  not  prove  advantageous  to  the 
company. 

TREES. 

Among  the  trees  of  various  fpecies,  but 
fimilar  to  thofe  which  1 had  before  feen 
elfewhere,  I have  diftinguifhed  the  kalmia, 
the  liquidambar,  the  acacia  triaçanthos,  the 
black  walnut,  and  the  tulipier  * which  does 

* I cannot  learn  the  proper  Englifti  name  of  the  tree 
here  defignated  by  the  French  appellation  of  tulipier  or  tulip* 
tree . T. 
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not  grow  to  any  confiderable  fize  in  a higher 
northern  latitude  than  that  of  forty-two  de- 
grees, 

JOURNEY  TO  FEDERAL^CITY  IN 
THE  YEAR  179 7- 

TOUR  FROM  PHILADELPHIA  TO  CHES- 
TER  AND  WILMINGTON. 

Ennui  and  melancholy  drive  me  from 
Philadelphia,  and  impel  me  to  feek  tran- 
quillity, or  at  leaft  amufement,  in  a courfe 
of  activity — My  prefen t deftination  is  Fede- 
ral-City. This  excurfion  is  ftill  more  foil- 
tary  than  my  lait  year’s  journies,  for  I had 
then  the  company  of  my  poor  faithful  dog 
Cartouche , who  is  now  too  old  and  infirm  to 
accompany  me  ; thus  the  fources  of  confola- 
tion  vanifih  at  the  moment  when  wre  need 
them  mofh  I fet  out  the  26th  of  March 
1797- 

Wilmington  road  leaves  the  city  of  Phila- 
delphia by  thofe  long  ftreets  which  William 
Penn  laid  down  in  his  defign  for  uniting  the 
Delaware  and  the  Skuylkill  5 which,  how- 
ever, are  not  yet  built  upon  to  more  than  a 
Vou  III,  I i third 
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third  of  their  intended  length.  Thefe  ftreets 
are  uniformly  railed,  and  the  cultivated 
ground,  whether  farms  or  gardens,  is  alfo 
enclofed  with  railing.  Though  the  foil 
here  is  of  an  indifferent  quality,  eftates  are 
valuable  ; as  the  vicinity  of  the  city  enables 
the  occupier  to  manure  his  land  plentifully, 
and  enfures  him  the  fale  of  his  produce  at 
the  beft  price.  Dung  is  fold  by  the  cart- 
load at  Philadelphia,  at  about  a dollar  per 
ton  : the  farmers  ufe  it  much  too  frefh. 

You  pafs  the  Skuylkill  at  Gray’s-Ferry, 
the  road  to  which  runs  below  Woodlands, 
the  feat  of  Mr.  William  Hamilton  : it  ftands 
high,  and  is  feen  upon  an  eminence  from 
the  oppofite  fide  of  the  river.  It  commands 
an  excellent  profpeét,  but  is  not  to  be  ad- 
mired for  any  thing  elfe.  The  houfe  is 
iraall  and  ill-conftruâed,  very  much  out  of 
repair,  and  badly  furnifhed.  The  garden* 
which  is  fmall,  is  negledted  ; but  in  ah  ad- 
joining hot-houfe  Mr.  Hamilton  rears  plants 
procured  at  a great  expence  from  all  parts 
of  the  world.  He  is  proprietor  of  from 
three  to  four  hundred  acres  of  the  furround- 
ing country,  which  with  fome  pains  and  ex- 

■ pence 
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pence  might  be  converted  into  a lucrative 
and  pleafant  farm.  His  houfe  and  gardens 
would  receive  as  great  embellishment  from 
the  neighbourhood  of  a good  tenantry,  as  he 
would  himfelf  derive  emolument  from  their 
labour  ; but  either  from  indifference,  or  from 
a want  of  the  neceflfary  funds  to  defray  the 
firft  expences  of  clearing  the  land,  it  remains 
uncultivated,  and  his  houfe  feems  furrounded 
by  a defert.  No  man,  however,  is  happier 
to  receive  his  friends,  or  entertains  them 
better,  than  Mr.  William  Hamilton  ; he  is 
a chearfulman,  a moft  excellent  companion, 
and  is  in  every  relpedl  the  gentleman. 

GrayVFerry  itfelf  prefents  a moft  pleaf* 
ing  view.  The  toll-houfe,  fituated  amidft 
large  points  of  rock,  which  here  fkirt  the 
fouth  bank  of  the  Skuylkill,  the  trees  feat- 
tered  here  and  there  amongft  them,  and  a 
confiderable  number  of  failing  veffels  belong- 
-ing  to  an  adjoining  inn,  form  together  a 
truly  interefting  feene.  This  inn  is  a place 
of  general  refort  for  parties  of  pleafure  in  the 
fummer,  and  is  frequently  viûted  in  the 
winter  by  the  young  people  of  Philadelphia, 

I i 2 who 
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who  travel  there  in  fledges,  dine,  and  fome- 
times  pafs  the  night  there  in  dancing. 

From  this  fpot  to  Chefter,  however,  there 
is  not  one  agreeable  profpecft.  The  country 
is  flat  without  being  fmooth  ; the  floods 
render  it  uneven  in  fome  places,  but  the 
ridges  of  the  banks  which  they  form  are  all 
of  one  fhape  and  level.  The  whole  of  the 
land  is  in  a ftate  of  cultivation,  and  woods 
are  only  found  in  clumps.  Cultivation  how- 
ever is  neglected.  Several  houfes  built  with 
pieces  of  rock,  cemented  with  a mortar  of 
earth;  a fc*/,  which  are  the  neateft,  built 
with  bricks;  and  a great  number  of  block- 
houfes;  are  the  only  objects  to  be  met  with. 
Huts  formed  of  logs  and  planks  of  wood,  as 
tniferable  as  any  that  are  to  be  feen  in  the 
pooreft  parts  of  France,  cover  the  country. 
The  inhabitant  here  is  proprietor  and  culti- 
vator : that  he  lives  as  hepleafes,  mu  ft  be  ad- 
mitted ; but  in  the  moft  remote  and  unin- 
habited parts  of  America  that  I have  vifited, 
I have  never  feen  a greater  proportion  of 
wretched  habitations.  The  men  and  wo- 
men who  are  feen  iffuing  from  their  huts  are 

badly 
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badly  clothed,  and  bear  every  mark  of  po- 
verty. The  children  are  in  rags,  and  almoft 
naked.  The  prefent  moment  however 4s  by 
no  means  favourable  to  the  appearance  of 
the  country.  Nothing  yet  appears  above 
the  ground,  except  the  corn,  of  which  there 
is  but  a fmall  quantity  in  this  part  of  the 
country.  The  water  of  the  creeks,  which 
we  crofs,  and  that  of  the  Delaware,  which  is 
frequently  in  light,  is  muddy,  and  of  the 
fame  yellow  colour  as  the  banks  which  con- 
fine it;  and  the  eternal  wooden  enclofures, 
which  of  themfelves  are  fufficient  to  throw 
a gloom  over  the  mod  delightful  landfcape, 

add  to  the  drearinefs  of  this,  and  to  the  tints 

* 

of  melancholy  with  which  the  feafon  of  the 
year  colours  the  fcene.  A fmall  creek  near 
Chefter  fupplies  Philadelphia,  from  its  banks, 
with  Hones  which  are  ufed  for  paving  their 
ftreets  : they  are  carried  to  within  a mile  of 
the  mouth  of  the  creek  into  the  Delaware  in 
Hoops,  which  are  conftantly  failing  to  and 
from  the  city. 

Chefter  is  the  chief  city  of  the  county  of 
the  fame  name  in  the  ftate  of  Pennlylvania. 
The  court  of  common  pleas  and  the  quarter 

I i 3 feffions 
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feffions  of  the  juftices  are  held  here.  This 
place  is  celebrated  in  the  annals  of  Pennfyl- 
vania  as  the  fpot  where  the  fn  ft  colonial 
affembly  was  held,  in  the  December  of  the 
year  1Ô82.  Chefter  contains  about  fixty 
houfes  tolerably  well  built  ; of  which  five 
or  fix  are  good  inns,  very  much  frequented 
by  travellers,  and  often  by  parties  of  plea- 
fure,  befides  the  ftages,  which  are  increafed 
upon  the  Baltimore  road,  and  in  the  eaftern 
part  of  Maryland.  They  are  alfo  frequented 
by  paffengers  from  veflfels,  who  difembark 
there  in  preference  to  purfuing  their  voyage 
up  the  Delaware  to  Philadelphia,  which  is 
frequently  tedious  when  the^tide  is  un- 
favourable* 

Chefter  is  admired  for  its  profpeft,  which 
is  certainly  extenfive,  as  the  city,  built  upon 
a rifing  ground  fomewhat  elevated  above  the 
furrounding  country,  commands  for  a con- 
fiderable  diftance  to  the  right  and  left  the 
plain  below,  and  in  front  the  Delaware  with 
the  country  of  Jerfey  beyond  ; yet  the  eye, 
in  running  over  this  extenfive  view,  fees  no- 
thing but  a tirefome  uniformity,  the  fields 
are  fiat,  and  without  thofe  clumps  of  trees, 

which, 
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which,  in  Europe,  give  them  fuch  a pleafing 
appearance.  The  borders  of  Jerfey  are  like- 
wife  flat.  A few  mean  log-houfes  are  juft 
difcernible  at  a very  great  diftance,  which 
being  furrounded  by  two  or  three  acres  of 
cleared  land  are  loft  in  the  forefts  behind 
them. 

During  the  two  hours  which  we  fpent  at 
the  inn  we  faw  a great  variety  of  travellers, 
the  generality  of  whom  were  a civil,  con- 
verfable,  good  fort  of  people.  Throughout 
the  whole  of  my  extenflve  travels  in  America 
I have  feldom  met  with  any  other  fort,  but 
have  always  been  confirmed  in  my  opinion, 
that  the  Americans  are  in  general  a well- 
dilpofed  people.  It  muft  be  underftood  that 
I do  not  allude  to  the  inhabitants,  efpecially 
the  wealthy  inhabitants,  of  the  chief  cities. 

The  population  of  Chefter  amounts  to 
about  thirty  thoufand  fouls  ; is  about  fifty 
miles  in  length,  and  forty-five  in  width. 
There  are  feveral  iron  mines,  which  how- 
ever, at  prefent,  fupply  only  feven  or  eight 
forges.  A few  miles  beyond  Chefter  we 
enter  the  fmall  ftate  of  Delaware,  which  is 
diftinguifhed  by  the  bad  ftate  of  the  roads, 
I i 4 and 
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and  by  the  bridges,  which  are  almofl:  all 
conftrudied  of  wood.  The  country  becomes 
more  mountainous  ; it  is  covered  with  rocks, 
which  are  not  even  removed  from  the  high- 
way, although  with  little  labour  they  might 
be  broken  into  pieces,  which  would  render 
the  roads  excellent  and  durable.  Cultivation 
appears  to  be  ftill  more  negleéted  here  than 
in  the  vicinity  of  Pennfylvania.  The  land 
is  badly  ploughed,  the  furrows  are  not  even 
lirait.  The  grounds  in  general  are  under 
water,  though  they  might  be  drained  with 
very  little  trouble.  The  houfes  are  even 
worfe  than  the  lands.  From  fome  parts  of  / 
the  road,  in  clear  weather,  may  be  feen  the 
city  of  Philadelphia,  and  the  capes  of  the 
Delaware, 

Half-way  from  Chefier  to  Wilmington 
{lands  an  inn,  where  the  ftage  generally 
flops.  It  was  kept  about  three  years  ago  by 
an  Englifhman,  a diflenter,  who,  in  the  fpirit 
of  a demagogue,  had  a fign  painted  repre- 
fenting  a decapitated  female,  the  head  lying 
by  the  fide  of  the  bleeding  trunk;  under- 
neath which  was  this  infcription,  “ The  guil- 
lotined Queen  of  France No  authority  pof- 

feffed 
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fefled  the  power  of  compelling  him  to  take 
down  this  horrible  fign,  at  the  fight  of  which 
every  body  revolted  ; and  as  it  was  the  only 
inn,  within  five  miles  either  way,  it  could  not 
be  abandoned.  However,  that  which  the 
laws  could  not  effedl,  the  public  voice  ac- 
complifhed.  The  horror  excited  by  this  in- 
famous pifture  was  fo  general,  and  fo  loudly 
proclaimed,  that  the  brutal  innkeeper  was 
obliged  to  change  his  fign,  or  at  leaft  to  alter 
it.  He  was  unwilling,  however,  to  relin- 
quifh  the  idea  entirely.  The  female  flill  re- 
mained without  a head,  but  eredl,  without 
any  trace  of  blood,  or  implements  of  execu- 
tion ; and  the  infcription  was  altered  to 
“ The  Silent  Woman”  Such  was  the  public 
reparation  which  this  man  partially  made, 
but  he  continued  to  be  defpifed  : his  inn 
was,  however,  flill  frequented,  becaufe,  as  I 
have  before  obferved,  it  was  the  only  one. 
Since  that  period  other  taverns  have  been 
eftablifhed  ; another  innkeeper  has  fucceeded 
the  Diffenter,  and  has  exchanged  the  fign  of 
the  Silent  Woman  for  that  of  the  Practical 
Parmer . 

I have  beheld  a fight  to-day  which,  hap- 

F1/» 
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pily,  is  very  uncommon  in  the  United  States  : 
two  women  left  their  houfes  when  the  ftage 
arrived,  to  fell  bad  apples  to  the  paffengers  ; 
they  did  not  beg  for  money,  but  they  re- 
ceived it.  Among  thefe  was  a woman  who 
has  fourteen  children,  all  by  different  fa- 
thers ; (he  was  never  married,  and  is  unable 
to  fay  precifely  who  is  the  father  of  any  of 
her  children.  Such  an  inftance  would  be 
mentioned  as  infamous,  even  in  our  Euro- 
pean ftates  ; but  this  poor  woman  by  her 
own  labour,  and  a few  dollars  procured  from 
the  charity  of  paffengers,  has  brought  up 
thefe  fourteen  children,  without  becoming 
burtheufome  to  the  ftate,  and  without  the 
leaf!:  affiftance  from  the  fathers  of  thefe 
children,  whom  fhe  does  not  even  know. 
This  commendable  attachment  is  fome  little 
extenuation  of  the  licentious  ufe  which  fhe 
has  made  of  her  uncommon  fruitfulnefs. 

Brandywine  Creek  feparates  the  hundred 
of  Brandywine  from  the  liberties  of  Wil- 
mington. Thefe  hundreds  are  in  fome  of 
the  American  ffates,  as  in  England,  a di- 
vifion  of  the  counties.  The  flate  of  Dela- 
ware is  thus  divided.  They  do  not  contain 

precifely 
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precifely  one  hundred  parishes,  as  their  name 
feems  to  imply;  but  they  form,  more  than 
thofe  of  England,  a part  of  the  adminiftrative 
hierarchy  of  the  ftate  of  Delaware,  which  is 
divided  into  counties  and  hundreds.  Each 
hundred  has  its  own  officers  chofen  by  itfelf. 
A proportion  of  the  national  taxes  and  the 
county  rates  is  levied  upon  each  hundred, 
and  that  fum,  added  to  the  expences  of  the 
officers  of  the  hundred,  is  defrayed  by  an 
afFellment  upon  each  individual.  Some 
cities  obtain  from  the  affembly  the  title  * of 
hundred,  and  have  a magiftracy  of  their 
own  : the  jurifdiction  of  cities  however  is 
not  confined  within  the  limits  of  their  own 
walls,  as  in  Europe,  but  rather  refembles 
, that  of  the  prefent  municipalities  of  France, 
extending,  according  to  circumftances,  to  a 
greater  or  lefs  diftance. 

Wilmington,  though  not  the  capital  of 
the  ftate  of  Delaware,  or  of  the  county  of 
Newcaftle  in  which  it  is  fituated,  is  the 
moft  populous  city  in  that  ftate.  The  po- 
pulation is  eftimated  at  about  four  thoufand 
five  hundred  inhabitants,  exclufive  of  the 
French,  who  have  arrived  from  the  different 

iftands 
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iflands,  and  have  increafed  the  population 
within  thefe  three  years  by  three  or  four 
hundred*  Wilmington,  like  Philadelphia, 
and  many  other  towns  in  America,  does  not 
cover  all  the  ground  marked  out  for  it  ; the 
houfes,  though  almoft  all  built  in  ftreets,  do 
not  join  each  other  ; on  the  contrary,  there 
are  fields  of  a confiderable  fize  betwixt 
feveral  of  them.  They  are,  in  general, 
handfome  fubftantial  brick  buildings,  and 
are  almoft  all  of  them  built  in  the  Englifh 
ftyle.  The  town  contains  about  four  fquare 
miles,  exclufive  of  a traéi  of  land  not  yet 
built  upon* 

BRANDYWINE  MILLS. 

At  the  entrance  of  Wilmington  is  fituated 
Brandywine,  a place  which  contains  the 
greateft  part  of  the  houfes  belonging  to  the 
hundred  of  Brandywine.  This  village,  *or 
rather  this  hundred,  takes  its  name  from  the 
creek  which  runs  through  it,  and  whole 
fource  is  forty  miles  from  the  Delaware  in 
the  mountains  of  Pennfylvania.  It  is  fuffi- 
ciently  rapid,  and  contains  water  enough  to 

turn. 
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turn,  in  its  courfe,  from  fixty  to  eighty 
mills,  almoft  all  of  different  defcriptions, 
fuch  as  paper,  powder,  tobacco,  fawing,  full- 
ing, and  flour,  mills,  the  latter  of  which  are 
moft  numerous.  The  principal  ones  are 
fituated  near  the  bridge  over  the  creek.  All 
the  operations  of  the  mills  are  performed  by 
water,  from  the  unlading  the  {loops  which 
bring  the  corn,  to  the  complete  finifhing  of 
the  flour.  Thus  the  facks  are  hoifted  into 
the  granary,  the  flour  is  fifted,  is  ground, 
and  bolted,  without  the  leaft  manual  labour. 
The  mills  are  fimilar  to  thofe  at  London 
bridge  in  England,  and  thofe  which  the 
brothers  Perrier  have  conftruéted  at  Paris 
near  the  Gros-caiilou.  The  latter  are  firft 
fet  in  motion  by  a fleam  engine,  but  as  the 
fecondary  motion  is  the  principal,  the  mills 
of  London  and  Paris  give  a fufïiciently  exaét 
idea  of  thefe  of  Brandywine.  There  is, 
however,  in  the  procefs  from  the  grinding 
to  the  bolting,  a difference  in  favour  of  the 
former.  At  London  and  Paris  the  flour 
when  ground  falls  into  troughs,  and  is  after- 
wards conveyed  by  the  labourer  to  another 
part  of  the  mill,  where  it  is  fpread,  and 

turned 
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turned  by  the  hand  to  cool  it  before  it  is 
taken  to  be  bolted  : fuch  at  leaft  was  the 
procefs  when  I left  Europe. 

At  Brandywine  the  flour  falls  as  it  is 
ground  upon  a wooden  roller,  armed  with 
little  detached  wings,  which  are  fo  arranged 
as  to  form  a fcrew.  This  roller,  fixed  in  a 
trough,  is  inclined  towards  a bin  in  fuch  a 
manner  that  it  ferves  as  a conduftor  to  the 
flour,  which  would  defcend  too  rapidly  if  it 
fell  perpendicularly,  and  too  fiowly  and  at 
intervals  if  it  were  merely  conducted  by  a 
Ample  inclined  plane.  A chain  of  fmall 
troughs,  about  three  or  four  cubic  inches 
! long,  dips  into  the  bin,  which  receives  the 
flour.  This  chain  is  inclofed  in  long  per- 
pendicular wooden  cafes.  It  turns  upon  two 
pivots  ; one  of  which  is  placed  în  the  bin 
where  the  little  troughs  fill  themfelves  with 
the  flour  which  is  depofited  there  ; and  the 
other  on  the  fourth  floor,  where  the  fame 
little  troughs  empty  themfelves,  and  thence 
defcend  empty  to  recommence  their  per- 
petual operations. 

The  flour,  conveyed  above  by  thefe 
troughs,  falls  on  an  inclined  circular  floor, 

in 
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in  the  centre  of  which  are  lèverai  holes  ; 
it  is  there  fpread  about  by  a rake  as  large 
as  the  floor,  the  teeth  of  which  are  fo  placed 
as  to  conduit  the  flour  towards  the  holes, 
through  which  it  falls,  cooled,  into  the 
bolters.  Thefe  bolters  are  alio  different 
from  thofé  ufed  in  France  and  England,  as 
the  fluff  which  covers  them,  and  through 
which  the  flour  pafifes,  is  a fine  filk,  very 
clofely  woven.  The  millers  affert,  that  not- 
withftanding  they  pay  fix  dollars  an  ell  for 
this  fluff,  it  is  cheaper  than  the  common 
bolting  cloth,  to  which  it  is  likewife  to  be 
preferred  for  giving  a more  beautiful  co- 
lour to  the  flour.  Thefe  bolters  will  laft 
five  years  in  confiant  ufe  without  any  re- 
pair : about  twelve  ells  of  fluff  is  fufficient  to 
cover  them.  Hitherto  the  fluff  has  been 
brought  from  Holland  ; but  a manufactory 
of  it  is  about  to  be  eflablifhed  at  Wilming- 
ton. Each  pair  of  mills  is  furnifhed  with 
its  winged  roller,  its  chain  and  troughs,  its 
inclined  circular  floor,  and  its  bolters.  This 
mechanifm  for  conveying  the  flour  from  the 
mill-ftone  to  the  bolter  was  invented  five 
years  ago  by  Mr.  Evans  of  Philadelphia, 

who 
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who  obtained  a patent  for  the  invention, 
which  bears  his  name.  There  are  three 
pair  of  mills,  in  this  place,  with  that  which 
we  have  vifited,  that  is  to  fay,  fix  mills  and 
twelve  mill-ftones.  I explain  myfelf  thus 
minutely  to  prevent  miftakes.  There  are 
fome  parts  of  the  machinery  of  thefe  mills, 
however,  fuch  as  the  wheels,  the  trundle- 
heads,  &c.  which  are  not  fo  well  executed 
as  in  thofe  of  Europe. 

The  proprietor  of  the  mill  which  I par- 
ticularly examined  is  a quaker,  of  the  name 
of  Tat  nall.  His  fon-in-law,  Thomas 
Lea,  took  upon  himfelf  the  trouble  of  fhew- 
ing  me  the  whole  of  it.  He  is  alfo  a quaker, 
about  thirty  years  of  age  : he  is  a hand  fome, 
chearful,  aCtive,  man.  Like  a true  Ameri- 
can patriot,  he  perfuades  himfelf,  that  no- 
where is  any  undertaking  executed  fo  well, 
or  with  fo  much  ingenuity,  as  in  America  ; 
that  the  fpirit,  invention,  and  genius,  of 
Europe,  are  in  à ftate  of  decrepitude  (thefe 
are  his  words),  w nil  ft  the  genius  of  America, 
full  of  vigour,  is  arriving  at  perfection. 

Thefe  opinions  are  not  much  to  be  won- 
dered at  in  Thomas  Lea,  who  is  merely  a 

good 
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good  miller;  they  ought  rather  to  excite 
pleafure  as  the  ebullitions  of  a patriotic  en- 
thufiafm,  the  indulgence  of  which  is  not 
likely  to  be  prejudicial  to  him,  as  it  does 
not  prevent  him  from  adopting  all  the  good 
inventions  of  Europe,  by  which  he  may  im- 
prove his  mill.  The  fame  error,  however, 
is  difcoverable  in  almoft  all  the  Americans — 
in  legiflators  and  magiftrates,  in  whom  it  is 
more  baneful  — as  well  as  in  millers, 

Thomas  Lea  is  a moft  candid  and  oblig- 
ing man  ; he  anfwered  all  my  queftions  with 
great  politenefs,  and  voluntarily  imparted 
much  information,  for  which  I could  not 
have  taken  the  liberty  to  alk.  He  is  in 
partnerfhip  with  his  father-in-law:  their 
mill  is  not  employed  for  the  public,  but 
folcly  in  their  own  private  fervice.  It  is 
called  a flour  manufactory.  They  purchafe 
their  corn  in  Virginia,  Maryland,  and  in  the 
date  of  New- York,  which  is  brought  from 
thence  in  two  of  their  own  fliips  ; they  con- 
vert it  into  flour  ; and  the  fame  floops  carry 
it  back  again  to  Philadelphia,  where  it  is 
fold  for  exportation.  They  grind  about  one 
hundred  thoufand  faufhels  of  corn  yearly. 
Vox,.  III.  K k The 
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The  whole  labour  of  the  mill  is  performed 
by  fix  men  onlv  ; whofe  chief  employment  is 
to  place  the  flour  in  barrels  : their  wages  are 
from  fix  to  eight  dollars  per  month,  with 
wafhing,  board,  and  clothing.  There  are, 
beiides,  twenty- four  men  employed  by  this 
manufactory  for  working  the  veflfels,  and 
making  the  barrels.  The  coopers  work  by 
the  piece  ; they  can  earn  a dollar  per  day, 
but  board  and  clothe  themfelves.  Tatnall 
does  not  employ  any  negroes,  as  they  do  not 
work  with  the  whites  ; but  are  flow,  and 
bad  workmen.  The  laws  of  the  ftate  of 
Delaware  permit  flavery,  but  the  quakers, 
as  is  well  known,  do  not  make  ufe  of  the 
permifiion. 

Almoft  all  the  labourers  employed  in 
thefe  mills  are  foreigners,  the  greatefl  part; 
of  whom  are  Englifh  or  Irifli.  The  millers 
complain  of  their  drunkennefs  and  indo- 
lence, and  would  prefer  Frenchmen  as  more 
induftnous  and  fober,  if  they  could  be  pro- 
cured ; which  they  very  much  defire.  The 
corn  trade  is  in  a more  flourishing  ftate  at 
prefent  than  it  has  ever  been;  at  leaft  wheat 
fetches  a highei  price.  The  common  price 

of 
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of  a bufhel  of  wheat,  in  time  of  peace,  is 
feven  (hillings.  In  January  1795  it  rofe 
from  ten  to  ten  and  fix  pence,  and  during 
the  eighteen  fucceeding  months,  even  as 
high  as  thirteen  or  fourteen  (hillings.  It  has 
fince  fallen,  but  to  nothing  near  its  former 
level.  The  bufhel  weighs  fixty  pounds. 
Five  bulhels  yield  a barrel  of  fine  flour,  con- 
taining a hundred  and  ninety- fix  pounds,  be- 
fides  three  other  inferior  forts  of  meal.  The 
price  of  the  fined  flour  is  eight  dollars  and  a 
half  ; of  the  fécond  quality,  eight  dollars  ; of 
the  third,  feven  dollars  ; and  of  the  fourth, 
five  dollars.  The  bran  is  fold  at  one  eighth 
of  a dollar  per  bufhel,  containing  thirty-five 
pounds  : it  is  fent  to  Philadelphia. 

The  following  is  a datement  of  the  pro- 
duce of  one  hundred  bulhels  of  wheat  as 
given  me  by  Thomas  Lea  : — nineteen  bar- 
rels of  fine  flour  ; two  barrels  of  flour  of  the 
fécond  quality  ; three  barrels  of  the  third 
quality  ; and  thirty  bulhels  of  bran.  Total  ; 
five  thoufand  nine  hundred  and  ten  pounds  : 
wade  ninety  pounds. 

The  wheat  of  the  eadern  part  of  Mary- 
land produces  the  fined  flour,  on  account  of 
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the  goodnefs  of  the  foil  and  the  quicknefs  of 
its  growth  : but  this  flour  b not  fo  heavy  as 
that  of  other  parts;  that  of  New-York  for 
inftance,  though  inferior  in  quality,  is  good, 
and  is  heavier,  becaufe  the  grain  is  longer  in 
ripening.  The  corn  of  the  province  of  De- 
laware is  nearly  of  the  fame  quality  as  that 
of  Maryland.  Large  quantities  of  Indian 
corn  are  like  wife  ground  in  thefe  mills,  of 
which  they  make  bread  and  cakes  : in  feveral 
parts  of  the  United  States  they  ufe  no  other 
fort  of  bread  ; in  fome  parts  it  is  even  pre- 
ferred without  any  motives  of  œconomy,  as* 
it  is  efteemed  by  the  faculty  as  the  moft 
whole  fome. 

It  is  ufed  to  fatten  poultry  and  cattle,  and 
is  exported  in  great  quantities  to  the  Weft- 
Indies.  As  this  grain  contains  more  moif- 
ture  than  other  bread  corn,  it  is  dried  in  a 
kiln  before  it  is  fent  to  the  mill.  A buftiel 
cofts  at  prefent  five  fhillings  ; it  weighs  fifty- 
fix  pounds,  and  produces  fifty-four  pounds  of 
flour.  The  procefs  of  bolting  fèparates  the 
fine  from  the  inferior  fort  of  maize-flour, 
but  the  latter  is  reground  and  mixed  with 
the  other.  Une  third  cf  a barrel  fells  for 

three 
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three  dollars.  The  bran,  which  is  in  very 
fmall  quantities,  is  not  taken  from  the  flour* 
This  information  I received  from  the  worthy 
Thomas  Lea.  There  are  eleven  other  mills 
near  his  ; four  of  them  are  very  large,  the 
others  much  fmaller.  The  ice  in  this  river 
Tofnetimes  flops  the  mills  for  two  months, 
at  ether  times  only  three  weeks,  according 
to  the  feverity  of  the  winter.  At  this  time 
the  millers  fettle  their  yearly  accounts  ; which 
is  ealily  done,  as  wherever  their  factors  buy 
their  corn  they  pay  for  it  in  ready  money, 
and  wherever  they  fell  their  flour  they  are 
paid  fpr  it  on  delivery  by  a bill  at  fixty  or 
ninety  days  fight,  which  they  immediately 
difeount  with  the  bank.  During  this  period 
they  employ  no  labourers,  .whofe  pay  whilft 
in  employ  is  fo  high  that  they  experience 
no  difficulty  in  fupporting  themfelves  during 
its  fufpenfion  ; in  general,  after  a few  years' 
lervice,  they  are  enabled  to  pu  rebate  lands  iu 
the  newly  ^-inhabited  parts  of  the  country. 

Another  miller,  who  is  like  wife  a quaker, 
and  who  has  as  large  a mill  as  Mr.  TatnaU, 
lias  eftabliffied,  about  a year  fince,  a manu- 
f^étory  for  printing  linens  ; the  tubs,  preflfes, 
1^  k 3 $ç, 
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&c.  of  which  are  worked  by  the  machinery 
of  a mill.  This  manufactory,  though  fo  lately 
eftablifhed,  employs  from  twelve  to  fifteen 
hands  at  the  laths,  befides  about  a dozen 
young  girls,  who  work  at  home  to  fill  up 
thofe  parts  of  the  pattern  with  a brufli  which 
have  efcaped  in  the  printing,  or  which  can- 
not be  otherwife  finifhed.  Almoft  all  the 
workmen  are  Englifh  or  Irifh  ; their  wages 
are  a dollar  a day,  without  any  provifion* 
The  work  appeared  to  be  well  done  : almoft 
all  the  linens  which  they  print  are  brought 
from  India,  and  are  refold  to  the  merchants 
of  Philadelphia. 

A cotton  manufactory  is  now  eftablifhing 
at  Wilmington.  The  implements  and 
workmen  are  already  provided  ; the  whole 
of  the  machinery  for  carding,  fpinning,  &c. 
is  conftrucled  on  Arkwright’s  plan.  This 
eftablifhment  is  carried  on  by  one  of  the 
richeft  men  in  the  town.  The  number  of 
workmen  is  at  prefent  only  fifteen,  but  fifty 
more  are  expeCted  : they  are  all  Englifhmen. 
The  implements  appear  to  be  very  well 
made. 

I likewife  vifited  the  manufactory  for 

making 
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making  bolting  /ilk.  The  labourers  are  Irifh- 
meis  ; as  well  as  the  proprietor.  This  manu- 
factory  employs  at  prelent  only  three  work- 
men : the  filks  are  made  to  fuit  the  different 
qualities  of  flour. 

Though  this  manufactory  has  only  been 
eftablifhed  a year,  it  is  a profitable  concern, 
and  when  more  extensively  known  it  wiil 
be  much  more  fo,  as  thefe  filks  are  cheap^ 
er  than  thofe  lent  from  Holland,  and  laft 
longer,  as  thofe  millers  who  ufe  them  have 
experienced,  In  a country  like  America 
where  there  are  fo  many  mills,  the  advan<- 
tages  of  thefe  bolters  mult  be  very  great  ; in 
faft,  almoft  all  the  millers  ufe  them  in  pre- 
ference to  linen  cloths  for  bolting*  as  well  as 
Thomas  Lea.  They  are  fo  ufeful,  that  an 
aft  of  parliament  has  been  made  in  England, 
to  permit  the  importation  of  them  into  that 
country.  The  (ilk  is  brought  from  Georgia  : 
if  the  Americans  would  plant  mulberry  trees, 
and  raile  filk- worms,  this  fpecies  of  manu- 
facture would  be  a fource  of  great  riches  tq 
the  country  % 

MR. 

* It  is  doubtful  whether  the  rearing  of  filk-worms  can 
he  profitable  to  America  fpr  fome  time  to  come,  for  reafons 
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MR.  GILPIN’S  PAPER  MILL. 

1 have  faid  that  Brandy  wine-creek,  in  its 
ihort  courfe  of  feven  or  eight  miles  through 
the  {late  of  Delaware,  turns  about  fixty 
mills  of  different  forts.  Among  thefe  I have 
vifited  the  paper-mill  of  Mr.  Gilpin,  a re- 
ipeélable  merchant  at  Philadelphia,  and  with 
whom  I am  intimately  acquainted.  This 
mill  is  fituated  at  the  diftance  of  two  miles 
and  a half  from  Wilmington,  on  a truly  ro- 
mantic fpot  ; for  the  word  romantic  appears 
to  me  to  convey  the  beft  idea  of  a view  rather 
gloomy,  wild  and  uncultivated,  yet  pleafing. 
Such  is  the  fituation  of  this  mill,  and  efpe- 
cially  of  the  proprietor’s  refidence.  The 
creek  at  this  place  paffes  between  two  very 
high  mountains,  almoft  covered  with  wood, 
and  although  fo  much  pent  up,  turns  a great 
number  of  wheels  without  any  noife  : its; 
breadth  is  about  fixty  fathoms.  Its  courfe  is 

which  the  author  himfelf  has  mentioned  on  many  other 
oecafions  : fuch  a procefs  requires  much  manual  labour, 
and  too  many  hands  for  a country  where  the  population  Is 
fmall,  and  labour  consequently  dear .—TranJIator* 

impeded 


NORTH  AMERICA,  CANADA,  &C.  5Ô£ 

Impeded  by  a great  number  of  rocks,  few ^of 
which  appear  above  the  furface.  Parts  of 
the  mountains  are  alfo  covered  with  rooks* 
which  Ipring  up  amidft  the  wood.  Thefe 
roqks  are  of  the  fame  nature  as  thofe  which 
are  feen  throughout  the  country,  particularly 
about  Chefter  : they  are  formed  of  a ftone 
like  that  found  In  the  foreft  of  Fontainbleau. 
Some  acres  of  land  about  the  houfe  are 
cleared,  and  laid  out  in  meadbws.  The 
houfe  is  fttuated  fufficiently  high  to  com» 
mand  a view  of  the  creek  of  Brandywine  for 
five  hundred  fathoms,  when  it  is  loft  among 
the  trees,  and  is  again  vifible  at  the  difiance 
of  three  miles,  where  it  joins  the  river 
Chriftiana,  which  empties  itlelf  immediately 
into  the  Delaware.  This  view,  which  is 
wild  and  rugged  in  fome  parts,  contrafted 
with  a pleafing  foftnefs  in  others,  muft  be 
ftill  more  pleafing  in  fummer:  it  is,  how-* 
ever,  inferior  to  thofe  that  are  tro  be  feen  in 
the  Vofges;  to  fay  nothing  of  thofe  of  the 
Alps. 

The  paper-mill  is  below  the  houfe* 
There  are  two  warehoufes  adjoining,  where 
many  labourers  arq,  conftantly  employed» 
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The  rags  are  pounded  by  vertical  wheels, 
the  bands  of  which  are  about  fix  inches 
wide,  armed  with  fharp  blades  of  iron,  which 
drive  the  rags  againfi  fix  other  blades,  placed 
lengthways  at  the  bottom  of  the  great  vat  in 
which  the  wheel  turns.  I have  defcribed 
thus  much  of  the  procefs,  as  it  is  performed 
in  another  manner  both  in  France  and  Hol- 
land,. The  other  parts  are  performed  nearly 
in  the  fame  manner  as  in  thofe  countries, 
but  the  manufactory  is  not  yet  brought  to  an 
equal  perfeftion.  The  rags  are  not  brought 
to  the  mill  as  in  France,  by  people  who  col- 
left  them  in  the  neighbourhood,  as  the  fmall 
population  of  America  will  not  admit  of  fiich 
induftry.  They  are  bought  up  by  agents  in 
the"  moft  populous  towns,  as  far  as  three 
hundred  miles  diftant,  and  are  fent  by  water 
to  Wilmington  ; from  whence  they  are 
brought  in  carts  to  the  mill,  as  brandy  wine- 
creek  ceafes  to  be  navigable  above  the  bridge 
which  leads  to  Y/ilmington.  The  confump- 
tion  of  rags  in  Mr.  Gilpin's  mill  is  one 
hundred  thoufand  pounds  weight  a year, 
which  makes  one  thoufand  reams  of  dif- 
ferent forts  of  paper.  The  price  of  rags  is 
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from  three  to  nine  dollars  the  hundred 
weight,  according  to  the  quality  ; the  ave- 
rage price  is  about  four  dollars  and  a third. 
The  rags  are  divided  into  nine  different  forts 
at  the  manufactory,  of  which  are  made 
various  papers,  from  vellum  to  coarfe  brown* 
The  vellum  letter-paper  is  fold  for  four  dol- 
lars a ream;  it  is  neither  fo  white  nor  fo 
well  moulded  as  the  fine  European  vellum 
paper;  it  is,  however,  a beautiful  and  good' 
paper. 

The  large  paper  for  merchants’  account 
books,  though  not  vellum,  fells  as  high  as 
thirteen  dollars  a ream.  Mr.  Gilpin’s  part-* 
ner,  Mr,  Gifin , who  was  fo  polite  as  to  (how 
me  the  manufactory,  is  an  Irifhman,  and 
fuperintends  the  bufinefs  himfelf,  being  well 
acquainted  with  the  whole  procefs.  The 
mill  employs  conftantly  twenty-fix  or 
twenty-fisven  hands.  Seven  of  the  beft 
workmen  are  employed  at  the  vat,  and  the 
mould  ; their  pay  is  from  four  to  feven  dol- 
lars a week.  They  are  all  Iriflimen.  The 
other  inferior  workmen  earn  three  dollars, 
and  the  women  one  dollar,  a week.  Not- 
withftanding  there  are  five  other  paper  txfiUs 

in 
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in  the  ftate  of  Delaware,  and  from  eighty 
to  ninety  in  the  province  of  Pennfylvania  ; 
yet  Mr.  Gifin  allured  me  there  was  not  much 
difficulty  in  procuring  workmen  : though  au 
Irifhman  himfelf,  he  complains  as  much  of 
a want  of  fobriety  in  his  countrymen  as  the 
millers  of  Brandywine.  This  manufactory 
is,  no  dotiht,  very  lucrative,  as  Mr,  Gilpin 
intends  to  build  a new  paper-mill  about 
three  hundred  fathoms  below  the  other, 
The  paper  manufactured  here  is  fent  in  great 
quantities  to  Philadelphia,  and  retailed  to 
the  merchants  there.  The  fmall  mills  dif- 
pofe  of  their  paper  in  another  manner  ; they 
fend  it  to  Philadelphia  in  carts,  and  lqll  it 
about  the  ftreets  in  quires  or  reams. 

DOCTOR  WARTON,  AND  HIS  FARM> 

From  the  mill  I croffed  the  river  and  the 
woods  to  dine  with  Doctor  Warton,  who  . 
refides  about  a mile  from  Wilmington,  on 
the  road  to  Philadelphia.  The  moft  com- 
mon trees  in  thefe  woods  are  the  oak,  the 
chefnut,  and  the  hiccory.  Cedars  known  in 
Europe  by  the  name  of  Virginian  arc  like- 
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wife  found  in  abundance  ; alfo  Scotch  pine 
trees,  Lord’s  pines,  and  firs.  The  cedar 
wood  is  commonly  ufed  for  iupporters  to 
the  rails  with  which"  the  fields  are  enclofed. 
The  houfes  are  alfo  covered  with  planks  of 
cedar.  Doftor  Warton,  who  was  educated 
with  the  jefuits  of  St.  Omer  in  France,  but 
has  fince  become  a minifter  of  the  Englifh 
church,  is  a very  worthy  man.  He  fpent 
iome  years  in  England,  from  whence  he 
brought  much  agricultural  knowledge,  with 
a fmall  mixture  of  prejudice.  He  fpeaks 
French,  he  is  very  obliging,  and  is  much 
efteemed  by  his  neighbours.  He  occupies  a 
farm,  which  he  has  taken  for  fifteen  years, 
ten  of  which  are  unexpired. 

There  were  eight  of  us  at  dinner:  every 
thing  which  we  ufed  was  the  produce  of  hi$ 
own  farm;  even  the  table  cloth,  which  was 
fabricated  of  the  flax  grown  on  his  own 
grounds,  and  the  table,  which  was  made  of 
a very  beautiful  wood,  cut  on  his  own  eftate, 
as  fmooth  and  as  finely  veined  as  mahogany. 
I obtained  the  greater  part  of  my  agricul- 
tural information  of  this  country  from  Doftor 
Warton.  He  rents  a farm  of  one  hundred 
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and  fifty  acres  at  two  hundred  and  ten  dol- 
lars ; he  lets  off  fifty  acres  at  one  hundred 
and  thirty  dollars,  and  thus  retains  the  reft 
bimfelf  at  eighty  dollars.  He  informed  me 
that  he  had  gained  this  year  feven  hundred 
and  forty-fix  dollars,  including  thofe  articles 
which  he  had  ufed,  and  which  he  muft 
other  wife  have  bought.  He  has  four  oxen, 
which  are  fufficient  for  the  whole  work  of 
the  farm.  He  has  alfo  eight  cows,  and  two 
horfes  for  his  carriage.  Three  negroes  are 
conftantly  employed  in  his  farm  and  ftables. 
He  does  not  hire  additional  labourers  above 
twenty-five  days  in  the  year.  He  has  four 
negreifes,  two  of  whom  are  employed  in  the 
houle,  the  other  two  fpin,  make  linen  and 
cloth,  and  work  in  the  field  when  it  is  ne- 
ceflary.  The  negroes  and  negrefies  eat 
bread  made  of  Indian  corn  ; at  noon  they 
are  allowed  fome  meat;  but  on  the  whole 
receive  lefs  nourifhment  than  would  be  re-* 
quifite  for  white  people  in  this  country  ; and 
are  therefore  maintained  much  cheaper. 
The  doctor  fays  that  he  is  as  well  fatisfied 
with  their  work  as  he  could  be  with  that  of 
the  whites  which  are  to  be  found  here.  He 
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dungs  his  lands  tolerably  well  with  about  two 
hundred  (mail  cart  loads  of  dung;  obtained 
yearly  from  his  own  cattle.  He  dungs  his 
grounds  in  general  before  be  lows  maize  ; 
which  he  lows  in  trenches  eight  feet  diftant 
one  way,  and  one  foot  the  other,  contrary  to 
the  general  pradticeof  the  country.  He  alfc 
turns  up  the  larger  intervals  with  the  plough, 
and  the  fmaller  with  the  hoe  : the  latter 
work  -is  done  by  the  negfeffes.  He  fre- 
quently lows  maize  two  following  years  : 
after  the  maize,  corn,  and  clover  after  the 
corn,  in  the  fpring.  The  clover  remains  for 
two,  three,  or  even  four,  years  : after  clover 
he  fows  maize  again,  and  lb  on  in  fuc- 
ceffion.  This  is  his  gcneraHpradiice,  though 
it  is  fometimes  varied. 

The  neighbouring  farmers  do*  not  follow 
as  regular  a fyflem  as  Dodlor  Warton,  the 
fcarcity  of  labourers  being  a great  obftack 
to  the  eflablifhment  of  a good  fyflem  of  agri- 
culture in  this  country,  where  its  true  prin- 
ciples are  unknown.  The  farms  are  in  ge- 
neral final  1 and  ill-cultivated  ; they  receive 
little  or  no  manure,  and  are  in  every  refpeâ: 
badly  managed.  Some  English  farmers  haw 
- recently 
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recently  fettled  in  this  neighbourhood,  and 
have  taken  farms  tipon  long  leafes.  They 
will  doubtlds  make  confiderable  improve- 
ments in  agriculture.  Within  thefe  two 
years  lèverai  perfons  have  collected  the 
weeds  from  the  creeks  which  flow  through 
their  land,  have  mixed  them  with  dung, 
and  thus  make  a manure,  which,  though 
they  do  not  allow  it  fufficient  time  to  rot 
before  they  ufe  it,  confiderably  improves  the 
land*  Turnips,  carrots,  and  cabbages,  are 
grown  only  in  gardens,  merely  for  the 
kitchen. 

D06I01*  Warton,  who  undetftands  the  cul- 
tivation and  management  of  maize,  prefers 
it  to  the  above  articles,  as  a more  certain 
produce  ; the  leaves,  green  or  dry,  are  fodder 
for  the  cattle,  and  the  corn  when  ground 
into  flour  is,  he  fays,  more  fattening  than 
any  other  food.  This  opinion,  however,  is 
not  founded  upon  experience  and  compari- 
fon,  but  rather  appears  to  be  the  offspring  of 
a prejudice  for  a particular  fyftem  of  agri- 
culture, and  the  natural  indolence  of  a man 
yi-difpbfed  to  alterations.  I conceive  it  is 
very  eaiy  to  prove,  that  a more  fkilful  fyftem 

would 
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would  yield  more  dung,  and  would  be  more 
produdive,  without  any  additional  labour. 

Eight  hundred  perches  fquare  of  maize 
produce  a ton  weight  of  leaves,  and  two 
ton  of  tops.  Every  hundred  perches  fquare, 
not  dunged,  yields  from  twelve  to  eighteen 
bufhels  of  grain  ; if  well  dunged,  it  yields 
thirty-five  : I /peak  of  this  part  of  the  country, 
and  of  thofe  farms  which  are  generally  cul- 
tivated in  this  manner,  efpecially  that  of 
Dodor  Warton.  He  plants  potatoes  be- 
tween the  rows  of  maize,  and  gathers  by 
this  means  two  hundred  bufhels  : they  are 
ufually  fold  at  three  fhillings  and  fix  pence 
per  bufhel,  but  this  year  fetched  from  five 
fhillings  to  five  fhillings  and  fix  pence.  He 
fattens  yearly  from  ten  to  twelve  oxen  for 
fale.  As  he  brews  his  own  beer,  makes  his 
own  cider,  and  manufadures  his  own  linen, 
one  part  of  his  farm  is  fown  with  flax,  others 
are  planted  with  hops,  and  others  with  apple 
trees. 

Such  is  the  cuftom  of  the  country,  and  fo 
much  do  the  farmers  pride  themfelves  upon 
its  prefervation,  that  they  will  not  purchafe 
any  thing  for  the  ufe  of  their  families,  which 
Vol.  III.  L 1 they 
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they  can  make  themfelves.  Pride  is  the  befl 
colour  which  they  can  give  to  the  impofi- 
Ability  of  doing  otherwife  ; on  any  other 
ground  the  fpeculation  is  a bad  one,  as  by 
multiplying  in  this  manner  their  planta- 
tions, and  the  labours  of  the  houfehold,  the 
divided  profits  are  confequently  fmaller,  and 
their  average  lefs  advantageous.  Time  will 
redtify  this  prejudice. 

The  fheep  of  this  'country  produce  good 
wool,  fine  and  fhort,  but  the  fleece  feldom 
weighs  more  than  three  pounds  : it  is  worth  a 
dollar  and  a half.  The  fheep  have  long  legs, 
and  very  large  bones.  The  breed  might  be 
much  improved  by  a little  attention,  of  which 
it  is  well  deferving. 

Some  proprietors,  who  do  not  tenant  their 
own  farms,  let  them  for  a fhare  of  the  pro- 
duce. The  ufual  method  is  to  let  them  for 
half  the  profits,  if  the  farmer  and  proprietor 
furnifli  jointly  the  cattle  and  feed  ; or  for  a 
third,  if  no  flock  is  advanced.  This  pro- 
portion fometimes  varies  according  to  the 
value  of  the  ground,  or  the  addrefs  of  the 
proprietor  or  farmer.  Doctor  Warton  ob- 
ferved,  that  at  Wilmington  any  man,  who 

knows 
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knows  how  to  purchafe,  might  make  fix  per 
cent  in  cafii  of  his  capital,  by  letting  his  lands 
as  foon  as  he  buys  them.  The  cattle  are 
very  foon  fattened  with  the  maize  flour  ; 
from  eight  to  ten  bufliels  are  fufficient  to 
fatten  an  ox.  I faw  a pig  at  one  of  the  mills 
on  the  Brandywine,  which  the  miller  allured 
me  was  of  an  ordinary  breed,  and  which 
was  fed  entirely  upon  maize,  that  weighed 
feven  hundred  weight. 

The  land  near  the  Delaware  confifts  of 
rich  meadows,  with  a good  foil  to  the  depth 
of  thirty  feet  ; it  lets  as  high  as  fix  dollars 
and  a half  per  acre,  and  fells  as  high  as  one 
hundred  and  fixty  dollars  per  acre. 

The  hay  is  depofited  in  barns.  The  far- 
mers are  ignorant  of  the  method  of  making 
ftacks,  they  therefore  fay  that  the  rain  pene- 
trates them  and  fpoils  the  hay  ; though  lefs 
rain  falls  here,  even  including  the  fnow,  than 
in  any  part  of  England.  Some  farmers, 
however,  heap  up  their  crops  into  very  ini- 
perfeft  ftacks,  by  which  means  they  are 
certainly  often  fpoiled.  Such  is  the  fubftance 
of  the  information  which  I obtained  from 
Do&or  Warton.  The  details  which  1 have 
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entered  into  relative  to  the  ftate  of  manufac- 
ture and  agriculture  are  not  interefting  of 
themfelves  to  an  European,  yet,  confidering 
them  as  connected;  with  the  ftate  of  popula- 
tion, civilization,  and  all  the  other  circum- 
ftances  of  this  country,  and  as  affording  a 
comparifon  with,  the  old  world,,  they  poffibly 
will  not  be  found  un  interefting. 

BRANDYWINE-RIVER,  AND  WIL- 
MINGTON. 

I have  already  noticed  Brandywine  ; its 
filiation  is  delightful.  There  are  about 
fifty  houfes  built  near  the  river,,  which  rufhes 
rapidly  over  large  fragments  of  rock  ; and 
fwelling  into  many  channels  turns  mills  of  all 
defcriptions  in  every  direction-  The  banks 
of  this  river,  both  above  and  below  the 
village,  chiefly  laid  out  in  meadows,  and. 
covered  with  cattle  ; a bridge,  over  which 
travellers  are  conftantly  paffing  ; the  con- 
tinual buftle  of  the  manufactories,  with 
houfes  of  various  forms  and  materials,  built  on 
different  parts  of  two  hills,  which  bound  the 
river  render,  this  view  extremely  pleafant. 
v Tha 
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The  port  of  Wilmington  is  upon  the 
Chriftiana:  there  are  three  or  four  veflels 
built  there  every  year,  either  for  fale  or 
for  the  trade  that  is  carried  on  there,  which 
employs  twelve  or  thirteen  fhips  of  various 
fees.  This  port  is  two  miles  from  the  De- 
laware. Several  floops  are  conftantly  em- 
ployed in  the  coafting  trade  carried  on  with 
Philadelphia. 

Wilmington  market  is  fupplied  with  pro- 
vifions  from  the  neighbourhood.  It  is  held 
twice  a-week:  it  is  lefs  than  that  at  Philadel- 
phia, which  it  refembles  in  its  market-place* 
in  the  nature  of  its  regulations,  and  in  the 
ipecies  of  provifions  fold  there.  Every  ne- 
ceffary  is  to  be  procured  there,  and  no- where 
elfe  in  this  part  of  the  country. 

Freedom  of  religion  is  as  unreftraincd  in 
the  ftate  of  Delaware  as  in  that  of  Pennfyl- 
vania.  The  expences  of  public  worfhip  are 
paid  by  thofe  who  approve  it.  The  letting 
of  pews  is  one  principal  fource  of  the  church 
revenue,  and,  with  fome  donations  of  land  by 
individuals,  is  fufficient  to  defray  all  ex- 
pences, including  the  minifter’s  falary.  The 
prelbyterians  are  the  moft  numerous  fed  ; 
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and  next  to  them,  the  quakers:  the  wifdom 
of  the  latter,  who  being  the  richeft  have  the 
moft  influence,  oppofed  the  eftablifhment  of 
a democratic  fociety  at  Wilmington.  There 
is  one,  however,  at  Newcaftle,  chiefly  com- 
pofed  of  the  inhabitants  of  Wilmington. 

This  town  is  at  prefen  t the  afylum  of  about 
forty  families  from  the  colonies  of  St.  Do- 
mingo, moft  of  whom  have  faved  fomething 
from  the  wreck  of  their  fortunes,  but  whom 
misfortune  has  not  inftrufted  either  in  politics 
or  domeftic  œconomy.  On  their  arrival  a 
fubfcription  was  opened  for  the  moft  needy  of 
them,  and  a confiderable  fum  was  raifed, 
when  it  was  difcovered  by  the  complaints  of 
thofe  whofe  diftreffes  entitled  them  to  relief, 
that  fome  men  known  to  be  in  good  circum- 
ftances  had  applied  for  a fhare.  The  eyes  of 
the  fubfcribers  being  thus  opened,  the  fub- 
fcription was  flopped  and  the  French  name 
difgraced.  General  Dikison,  a rich  inha- 
bitant of  Wilmington,  formerly  governor  of 
Pennfylvania,  depofited  four  hundred  dollars 
with  Mr.  Thoufard , to  be  diftributed  among 
the  moft  needy  of  the  fufferers.  It  could 
not  have  been  placed  in  better  hands;  not- 

withftanding 
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with  {landing  which,  jealoufv  excited  fome 
unjuft  murmurs  againft  him,  which  though 
treated  with  contempt  by  himfelf,  have  not 
failed  to  promote  fome  fcandal.  Several  of 
the  St.  Domingo  families  who  have  preferved 
large  fortunes,  think  that  Mr.  Dikifon  is  not 
fufficiently  generous  ; yet  will  not  themfelves 
give  one  farthing  to  their  diftrefted  country- 
men. 

Among  thofe  who  have  efcaped  the  difafters 
of  St.  Domingo,  there  are  fome,  who,  revolt- 
ing at  the  idea  of  receiving  gratuitous  aid, 
labour  with  great  induftry  to  obtain  a bare 
fubfiftence  : but  it  mu  ft  be  confefted,  that 
almoft  all  thefe  belong  to  Old  France,  and 
have  not  long  fettled  in  the  colony.  The 
necelfaries  of  life  are  cheaper  by  two  fifths 
at  Wilmington  than  at  Philadelphia:  a fa- 
mily may  live  here  , very  well  upon  eight 
hundred  dollars  a year.  The  plots  of  ground 
allotted  for  building  houfes  coiitain  nearly  two 
acres  ; and  let  at  from  four  to  fix  dollars  a 
year.  With  a little  dunging  they  will  pro- 
duce forty  hundred  weight  of  hay  in  two 
crops.  The  cows  are  turned  in  after  the  fé- 
cond crop  till  winter.  In  fummer  they  are 
L 1 4 driven 
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driven  on  the-  road-fide  to  graze,  and  are 
fetched  home  twice  a day  to  be  milked. 
The  breed  of  cattle,  although  not  fo  fine  as 
that  of  New-England,  is  good  and  large  ; 
but  rather  too  long  in  the  body  and  legs  : a 
little  care  would  perfect  the  breed,  and  ren- 
der the  cattle  of  a fhape  and  fize  proper  for 
fattening.  The  poor-houfe  of  Wilmington 
is  built  on  an  eminence  ; it  is  a very  large 
and  handfome  building  : the  poor  of  the 
eounty  of  Newcaftle  only  are  received  there  $ 
who  are  extremely  well|treated.  According 
to  a moderate  calculation  the  number  of 
poor  conftantly  maintained  there  amounts  to 
fixty.  The  expences  of  the  houfe  are  efti- 
mated  at  about  fix  thoufand  dollars  ; the 
expence  of  each  pauper  is  confequently  one 
hundred  dollars  : upon  one  half  of  which 
fum  he  might  fupport  himfelf.  In  almoft 
every  part  of  England,  as  well  as  of  America, 
the  poor-houfes  are  an  objed  of  pride  and 
oftentation  to  the  people.  They  doubtlefs 
relieve  the  overfeers  of  the  poor  from  much 
of  that  trouble  which  they  would  otherwife 
have  in  diftributing  relief  with  juftice  and 
difcretion  to  the  poor  at  their  own  homes. 

Yet 
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Yet  thefe  eftablifhments  by  no  means  com 
fritute  the  beft  method  of  affifting  the  poor, 
whether  they  are  confidered  in  a political  or 
moral  point  of  view  ; or  as  they  refpedt  the 
principles  of  œconomy  or  real  benevolence. 

The  boundaries  of  eftates  in  this  fm all 
■ftate  are  perhaps  the  fource  of  more  law-fuits 
than  any- where  elfe,  as  in  the  lands  formerly 
given  to  the  Penn  family,  and  to  Lord  Balti* 
more  ; the  boundaries  are  not  precilely  af» 
certained,  nor  are  the  deeds  of  gift  clearly 
worded. 

Mr.  Vining  informed  me,  that  his  feat  in 
Congrefs  deprives  him  of  at  leaf:  three 
thoufand  dollars,  which  he  might  gain  by 
his  profeffion  as  an  advocate,  notwithftand- 
ing  he  undertakes  fome  bufinefs  even  during 
the  fitting  of  Congrefs,  which  the  vicinity  of 
Philadelphia  enables  him  to  tranfaét  with 
eafe. 

The  advantageous  fituation  of  the  fhate  of 
Delaware  for  commerce,  agriculture,  and 
manufa&ures,  ought  naturally  to  increaie 
its  population.  Half  the  ground  however  is 
not  yet  cleared  : four-fifths  of  the  county  of 
Su  flex,  the  moft  fouthern  of  the  three,  remains 

yet 
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yet  uncleared.  The  woods  are  certainly  in 
fome  places  filled  with  water,  but  with  little 
pains  and  expence  nearly  the  whole  of  thefe 
grounds  might  be  drained,  and  doubtlefs 
would  be  very  produdtive  ; as  all  thofe  that 
have  been  drained  yield  great  crops.  The 
want  of  hands  is  an  ohftacle  which  prevents 
any  attempts  of  this  nature  in  this  country 
of  flavery  ; and  induces  a number  of  pro- 
prietors of  woods  to  believe  that  their  ground 
is  more  profitable  to  them  in  its  prefent  ftate. 
They  ftrip  their  woods  to  fupply  Philadelphia; 
and  as  there  are  in  this  fpot  many  pine-trees 
and  cedars,  they  fell  them  at  a large  profit, 
efpecially  as  they  have  the  advantage  of  con- 
veying them  by  water.  Mr.  Well,  member 
of  the  legiflature,  and  proprietor  of  twenty 
thoufand  acres  of  wood  on  the  borders  of 
the  county  of  Suflex,  boafted  in  my  prefence 
of  the  revenue  arifing  from  his  eftate,  which 
is  about  five  thoufand  four  hundred  dollars 
a year.  Of  thefe  twenty  thoufand  acres, 
only  ten  thoufand  are  planted  with  cedars. 
I demonftrated  to  him,  that  allowing  all 
this  profit  to  arife  entirely  from  the  ten 
thoufand  acres  of  cedars,  even  in  that  cafe, 

each 
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each  acre  is  worth  only  half  a dollar  a year  ; 
which  is  nearly  the  lame  value  to  which  the 
ialt-tax,  and  the  uncultivated  ftate  of  the 
land,  reduced  feveral  of  the  forefts  of  Lor- 
raine  about  ten  years  ago.  He  was  ftruck 
with  the  calculation,  which  he  could  not  con- 
tradict ; but  as  his  neighbours  do  not  draw  fo 
much  wealth  from  their  woods  as  he  does 
from  his,  he  is  fatisfied  with  that  difference. 
In  every  fenfe  this  lyftem  is  pernicious  ; it 
deftroys  the  growth  of  the  woods,  and  it 
would  reduce  this  moderate  income,  in  the 
courfe  of  forty  or  fifty  years  to  nothing,  if  it 
were  not  to  be  fuppofed,  that  before  that 
period  the  population  of  the  ftate  will  in- 
creafe,  the  proprietors  grow  wifer,  and  cul- 
tivation in  confequence  become  more  general. 

Within  thefe  fifteen  months  a bank  has 
been  eftablifhed  at  Wilmington,  and  incor- 
porated by  an  aft  of  the  legiflature  of  the 
ftate.  The  capital  is  two  hundred  thou  land 
dollars,  in  one  thoufand  fhares  of  two  hundred 
dollars  each.  The  legiflature  has  refer ved 
the  power  of  adding  two  hundred  and  fifty 
fhares  more.  This  bank  appears  to  he  of  no 
real  utility,  at  lead  there  is  no  apparent  ne- 
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ceffity  for  it— except  to  the  Brandywine  mil* 
lers — «the  flour-trade  being  the  only  branch 
of  commerce  that  is  carried  on  to  any  ex- 
tent in  this  date,  It  will,  however,  have 
the  fame  effeds  as  all  the  final!  banks 
edablifhed  on  the  continent  ; — it  will  increafe 
the  means  of  Speculating  dock-jobbers  and 
adventurers;  and  will  fooner  or  later,  like 
mod  others,  prove  pernicious  to  the  caufe  of 
morality,  and  deftrudive  to  thofe  whofe  lpe- 
culations  are  at  prefent  aided  by  its  difcounts 
and  the  paper-money  which  it  iffues-  The 
dividend  on  the  two  lad  half  years  was  fix 
per  cent,  that  is  to  fay,  twelve  per  cent  per 
annum  ; this  was  the  fird  dividend  made. 

STATE  OF  DELAWARE,  ITS  CONSTITU- 
TION AND  LAWS. 

The  date  of  Delaware  is  the  fmalled  of 
all  the  United  States,  as  its  greated  length 
is  only  ninety-two  miles,  and  breadth  from 
thirteen  to  thirty  miles  : it  was  colonized  in 
1 628  by  the  Swedes,  and  formed  part  of 
New- Sweden,  which  is  now  called  New- 
Jerfey.  The  Dutch  took  it  in  16 56.  After 

it 
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it  was  conquered  by  the  Duke  of  York,  in 
1Ô83,  he  fold  to  William  Penn,  founder  of 
Pennfylvania,  the  town  of  Newcaftle,  and 
twelve  miles  of  the  furrounding  country. 
William  Penn  afterward  added  to  this  the 
country  which  extends  as  far  as  Cape Henlopen. 
It  was  then  divided,  as  it  is  at  prefent,  into 
three  counties  ; Newcaftle,  Kent,  and  Sulfex  j 
and  became  part  of  Pennfylvania.  In  1/01 
William  Penn  ceded  them  to  'Edward  Ship- 
fen,  Phmeas  Pembleton , Samuel  Carpenter , 
Griffiths  Owen,  Caleb  Puifey , and  Thomas  Story 7 
who  of  courfe  became  the  proprietors  : 
when,  however,  this  part  of  the  country, 
though  under  the  governor  of  Pennfylvania, 
obtained  the  privilege  of  a feparate  affembly,. 
it  took  the  name  of  the  three  counties  of  the 
Delaware.  When  the  troubles  in  America 
broke  out,  the  three  counties  of  the  Dela- 
ware feparated  themfelves  entirely  from  the 
ftate  of  Penniyivania,  and  affumed  the  name 
of  the  ftate  of  the  Delaware..  It  was  only 
in  17/0  that  the  limits  of  the  ftates  of  Dela- 
ware and  Maryland  were  finally  fettled  by 
the  proprietors  of  the  Delaware,  and  Lord 
Baltimore  proprietor  of  Maryland  ; whole 
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determination  was  not  fanétioned  by  an  a6i  of 
legiflature  till  1 775. 

The  new  conftitution  of  the  ftate  of  Delà"- 
ware  was  named  in  1776,  and  revifed  in 
1790.  It  divides  the  legiflative  power  be- 
tween two  houfes  of  parliament.  The  houfe 
of  reprefentatives  is  cornpofed  of  twenty-one 
members;  feven  for  each  county  ; who  are 
eleéled  annually.  The  qualifications  necef- 
fary  for  a member  are  ; — that  he  muft  be 
twenty-four  years  of  age,  muft  poflefs  an  in- 
dependent income,  muft  have  refided  in  the 
ftate  three  years,  and  in  the  county  for  which 
he  is  eledled,  one  year.  The  number  of 
fenators  is  nine  ; three  for  each  county  : the 
fenators  muft  be  twenty-feven  years  old  ; in 
pofleffion  of  an  independent  income  of  two 
hundred  acres,  or  a fortune  known  to  amount 
to  one  thoufand  pounds  fterling.  The  fame 
conditions  as  to  refidence  are  required  of 
them  as  of  the  members  of  the  houfe  of  re- 
prefentatives. The  fenators  are  eledted  for 
three  years  ; one  of  whom  retires  every  year 
by  rotation.  The  qualifications  of  an  eledlor 
are,  a refidence  of  two  years  in  the  county, 
and  the  payment  of  taxes  for  at  leaft  fix 

months* 
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months.  Money-bills  may  be  brought  in  to 
either  houfe.  A majority  of  two  thirds  of  the 
reprefentatives  may  impeach  any  of  the 
officers  of  the  ftate,  and  a majority  of  two 
thirds  of  the  fenate  may  in  fuch  cafes  pro- 
nounce judgment.  The  general  aflembly 
have  the  power  of  increafing  the  number  of 
reprefentatives  and  fenators,  whenever  two 
thirds  of  each  houfe  agree  that  it  is  neceffary; 
but  the  number  of  fenators  muft  never  be  lefs 
than  one-third  of  the  reprefentatives,  nor 
greater  than  one-half. 

The  governor  of  the  ftate  is  chofen  by  the 
fame  electors,  who  choofe  the  fenate  and 
houfe  of  reprefentatives.  He  is  eledted  for 
three  years,  and  cannot  be  re-chofen  until 
after  the  expiration  of  that  term.  He  has 
the  appointment  of  all  officers  excepting 
thofe  of  treafurer,  fheriffs,  and  coroners,  who 
are  nominated  by  the  affembly.  He  has 
the  privilege  of  pardoning  offences,  except 
where  the  fentence  has  been  pronounced  in 
confequence  of  impeachment.  He  muft  be 
above  thirty  years  of  age;  muft  have  refided 
in  the  United  States  more  than  twelve  years  ; 
and  in  that  particular  ftate  more  than  fix. 

He 
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He  is  affifted  in  his  government  by  the 
fpeaker  of  the  fenate,  or  in  his  abfence  by  the 
fpeaker  of  the  houfe  of  reprefentatives,  The 
judicial  power  is  compofed  of  a court  of 
chancery,  and  feveral  inferior  tribunals. 

The  judges  are  nominated  by  the  go- 
vernor, and  retain  their  places  during  good 
behaviour  ; they  are  fubjedt  to  impeachment, 
whenever  two  thirds  of  the  houfe  of  repre- 
fentatives and  two  thirds  of  the  fenate  deem 
it  neceffary,  agreeable  to  'the  forms  already 
noticed.  In  cafes  where  there  is  not  fuffi- 
cient  grounds  for  an  impeachment,  the  go- 
vernor may  difplace  them  on  the  reprefenta- 
tion  of  two  thirds  of  each  houfe.  The  juftices 
of  the  peace  are  appointed  by  the  governor 
for  feven  years.  The  legiflative  affembly  in 
the  ftate  of  the  Delaware  vote  for  the 
eledtion  of  prefident.  and  vice-prefident  of 
the  United  States. 

The  population  of  the  ftate  of  Delaware 
was  eftimated  in  the  year  1790  at  only  fifty 
thoufand  and  ninety-four  inhabitants,  of 
which  number  eight  thoufand  eight  hundred 
and  eighty-feven  were  Haves  ; and  in  con- 
fequence  the  ftate  fehds  but  one  member  to 
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the  Congrefs  of  the  United  States.  There 

O 

is  no  doubt  but  at  the  next  numeration  there 
will  be  more  than  a fufficient  number  of  in- 
habitants to  entitle  it  to  fend  two  members 
to  Congrefs. 

The  militia  of  the  ftate  is  formed  of  one 
brigade  from  each  county  : each  brigade  is 
compofed  of  three  regiments.  The  Prefby~ 
terians  are  the  mod  numerous  and  powerful 
left  in  the  date  : they  have  twenty-four 
churches.  The  Epifcopalians  have  fourteen  ; 
the  Anabaptifts  feven  : befides  w'hich,  there 
are  a great  number  of  Quakers  and  Me- 
thodifrs  throughout  the  country,  efpecially  in 
the  counties  of  Kent  and  Suflex.  The  ex- 
ports of  the  ftate  of  Delaware  amounted  in 
1 7 Q 1 to  the  fum  of  one  hundred^  and  ninety 
thoufand  eight  hundred  and  feventy-eight 
dollars— in  1792,  to  one  hundred  and  thirty- 
three  thoufand  nine  hundred  and  feventy- 
two — in  1/93,  to  ninety-three  thoufand  five 
hundred  and  fifty-nine — in  1794,  to  two 
hundred  and  feven  thoufand  nine  hundred 
and  eighty-five — -in  1795,  to  one  hundred 
and  fifty- eight  thoufand  and  forty-one— and 
in  1796,  to  two  hundred  and  one  thoufand 
Yol.  III.  M in 
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one  hundred  and  forty-two  dollars.  The 
commerce  of  the  ftate  of  Delaware  is  chiefly 
in  corn  and  wood.  The  only  cuftom-houfe 
in  this  diftrift  is  at  Wilmington.  The  greateft 
part  of  the  flour  made  there  is  bought  by  the 
merchants  of  Philadelphia,  for  exportation. 

The  taxes  in  the  ftate  of  Delaware  have 
hitherto  been  rather  improperly  levied.  The 
total  amount  of  the  furri  neceffary  for  the 
exigencies  of  the  ftate  was  divided  into 
twenty-one  parts  : the  county  of  Ne wcaftle 
paid  eight  ; Kent,  feven  ; and  Suffex,  fix.  The 
counties  are  divided  into  hundreds.  Each 
townfhip  elected  annually  a colle&or  ; who 
being  furnifhed  with  a lift  of  perfons  liable 
to  be  taxed,  aflefled  them  according  to  the 
vague  eftimation  of  their  incomes,  without 
paying  any  regard  to  the  nature  of  fuch  in- 
comes. Uncleared  land,  perfons  under  the 
age  of  tw7enty-one,  thofe  who  had  juft  finiftiêd 
an  apprenticeftiip,  and  flaves  who  had  juft 
obtained  their  freedom  were  exempted  from 
taxes.  Poor  people  having  many  children 
were  taxed  in  a fmaller  proportion  ; but  their 
incomes  were  always  eftimated  at  twenty 
dollars.  Bachelors,  whether  they  had  or  had 

not 
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hot  any  known  property,  were  taxed  as  hav- 
ing an  income  from  twenty-four  to  forty- 
eight  dollars.  A court  of  appeal*  eledted  for 
three  years,  one-third  of  which  was  changed 
every  year,  decided  upon  the  complaints  of 
fuch  as  thought  themfelves  furcharo-ed*  The 
commiffioners  who  compofed  this  court  re- 
ceived a dollar  and  one  third  for  every  day 
on  which  they  were  employed.  The  col- 
ledtors  received  feven  and  a half  per  cent  on 
the  fum  collected.  As  the  amount  of  all  the 
ftate  taxes  for  the  counties  and  hundreds  of 
the  ftate  of  Delaware  did  not  exceed  one  or 
two  per  cent  on  the  fortunes  of  each  indivi- 
dual, no  body  murmured  ; but  this  mode  of 
affeffment  was  not  the  lefs  difgracefui  to  a 
free  country,  for  it  was  arbitrary* 

During  the  laft  feffions  the  affemblv  at- 
tempted to  wipe  away  this  ftain  : it  was  ac- 
cordingly decreed,  “ that  in  future  the  affef- 
fors  fhould  make  out  a ftatement  of  all  the 
taxable  property  in  each  hundred  ; that  the 
capital  arifing  from  land  fliould  be  eftimated 
at  one  hundred  pounds  value  for  every  eight 
pounds  of  rent  $ that  the  capital  arifing  from 
Mm2  houles 
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houfes  or  eftates  in  towns  or  villages  fhould 
be  eftimated  at  one  hundred  pounds  For  every 
twelve  pounds  of  rent;  and  that  the  rents 
both  in  town  and  country  Ihould  be  taken  at 
their  real  value  : 

“ That  Oaves  of  both  fexes,  from  the  age 
of  eight  to  fourteen  years,  ihould  be  valued 
at  from  twelve  to  fourteen  pounds  ; and 
male  Oaves  from  the  age  of  fourteen  to 
thirty-fix  at  from  fifteen  to  thirty-five  pounds  : 

4C  That  Oaves  under  eight  years  of  age, 
male  Oaves  above  forty-five,  and  females 
above  thirty- fix,  Oiould  be  taxed  in  lelfer  pro- 
portions ; but  the  male  Oaves  who  are  artifans 
always  in  proportion  to  the  value  of  their 
labour  : 

41  And,  that  plate  Oiould  be  eftimated  at 
eight  {hillings  and  fix  pence  per  ounce  ; and 
laftly,  that  all  other  perfonal  property  not 
exprefsly  exempted  from  taxation,  fhould  be 
aflfefled  in  proportion  to  its  value  in  ready 
money, * according  to  the  opinion  of  the 
affeffors.’’ 

This  new  mode  of  taxation,  which  fixes 
the  principles  on  which  the  aficftment  is  to 

be 
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be  made,  ft  ill  leaves  too  much  to  the  difcre*. 
tion  of  the  affeffors  : it  is  not  yet  carried  into 
effect. 

The  annual  amount  of  the  taxes  varies 
very  little  in  the  ftate  of  Delaware  ; it 
averages  from  thirteen  to  fifteen  thoufand 
dollars.  The  ftate  has  no  furplus  trealure, 
but  is  free  from  debt. 

On  the  general  divifion  of  the  expenc.es 
of  the  war,  made  bv  the  commiffioners  of 
which  I have  fo  often  fipoken,  the  ftate  of 
Delaware  was  indebted  to  the  United  States 
fix  hundred  and  twelve  thoufand  four 
hundred  and  twentyveigdat  dollars.  This  fnm 
is  much  more  than  they  are  willing  or  able  to 
pay  ; in  fa this  fpecies  of  debt  will  never  be 
paid  by  any  of  the  ftates  upon  which  it  has 
been  impofed.  The  fmall  extent  of  the  ftate 
pf  Delaware  entirely  prevents  it  from  en- 
larging: its  refources  ; and  it  has  already  been 
propofed  by  the  fenate  to  unite  it  to  a part  of 
the  ftate  of  Maryland  on  the  eaft  of  the  C be- 
ta peak.  This'  propofit’pn,  which  has  not  yet 
been  agreed  to  by  the  houfe  of  reprefenta-* 
tives,  will  no  doubt  be  objeded  to  by  the 
ftate  of  Maryland,  which  will  not  willingly 
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difm ember  itfeif  to  add  to  the  liability  of  the 
ftate  of  Delaware  ; whilfton  the  other  hand, 
the  latter  would  not  be  defirous  of  finking 
entirely  into  the  ftate  of  Maryland.  This 
meafure  would  alfo  meet  fome  oppofition 
from  the  fmaller  fiâtes,  who  at  prefent  are 
eompenfated  for  the  inferiority  of  the  number 
of  their  members  in  the  houfe  of  reprefentâ- 
tives  by  the  equal  number  of  reprefentatives 
they  fend  to  congrefs,  of  which  compenfa- 
tion  this  meafure  would  deprive  them, 

A motion  was  made  in  the  legiflative 
aflembly  this  year,  to  declare  all  the  children 
of  Haves  born  after  this  period  free,  and  to 
give  freedom  to  all  Haves  now  under  the  age 
of  twenty-eight,  whep  they  attain  that  age  ; 
and  that  all  above  that  age  fiiould  remain 
Haves  for  life.  The  motion  was  carried  in 
the  houfe  of  reprefentatives,  but  as  the  ma- 
jority of  the  people  of  the  country  evinced 
great  difapprobation  of  the  meafure,  it  is  ex- 
pedted  that  it  will  be  thrown  out  next  year 
by  the  fenate  ; and  that  flavery,  which  every 
one  condemns  here,  will  remain  precifely  as 
it  is,  even  without  any  preparatory  adt  to- 
wards its  gradual  abolition. 
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The  fmallnefs  of  the  ftate,  its  vicinity  to 
Philadelphia,  its  fituation  on  the  edge  of  the 
bay,  or  the  river  Delaware,  affords  the  negroes 
very  eafy  means  of  running  away  from  their 
matters;  which  I am  told  they  very  frequent- 
ly do. 

j 

The  laws  relative  to  Haves  are  very  hu- 
mane in  the  ftate  of  Delaware.  Every 
matter  who  ufes  his  flaves  cruelly  is  fined, 
and  the  murder  of  a negro  is  punifhed  with 
death.  If  a white  man  ftrike  a negro,  who 
is  not  his  {lave,  the  matter  of  that:  negro  may 
bring  the  offender  to  juftice,  and  punifli  him 
by  a fine.  Till  within  thefe  two  years  the 
flaves  were,  for  all  offences,  tried  by  two 
juftices  of  the  peace  and  fix  freeholders  ; they 
are  at  prefent  tried  by  the  ordinary  judges, 
and  by  a jury  if  the  offence  is  capital.  They 
are  in  every  other  refpedi  well  treated,  and 
well  fed.  The  price  of  a good  negro  is  two 
hundred  and  feventy  dollars. 

The  criminal  law  is  that  of  England,  with 
.a  very  few  alterations. 

The  feat  of  government  is  at  prefent  at 
Dover,  the  moft  central  town  of  the  fmajl 
M m 4 ftate 


V 


536 


TRAVELS  THROUGH 


ftate  of  Delaware;  until  1/94,  it  was  at 
Wilmington. 

A colledtion  of  the  laws  of  the  ftate  of 
Delaware  is  now  printing  ; this  is  the  more 
necefiary,  as  there  are  many  ufeful  laws, 
which  have  never  appeared  in  print.  The 
Englifh  during  the  war  plundered  the  town- 
houfes  of  this  ftate,  as  well  as  every  other  ; 
and  fent  the  original  records  to  the  governor- 
general  at  New-York.  After  the  war  it  was 
agreed  that  they  fhould  bç  returned;  but  many 
oï  them  were  previoufly  deftroyed. 
x - % ' 

ROAD  TO  NEWCASTLE;  AND  NEW- 
CASTLE. 

Half  a mile  from  Wilmington,  you  crois 
the  Chriftiana  in  a very  fm all  ferry-boat, 
which,  however,  carries  over  feyeral  ftages 
every  day.  The  two"  fore-horfes  are  taken 
off  and  placed  behind,  which  fills  the  whole* 
boat,  the  fides  of  which  are  not  fix  inches 
high.  Every  thing  in  this  country  difplays 
great  want  of  fore-fight  ; ftages  and  ferry- 
boats, as  well  as  politics,  are  made  for  the 

moment. 
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moment.  A prudent  man  forefees  many 
dangers,  which  the  inhabitants  of  this  country 
are  prevented  by  habit  and  careleffnefs  from 
feeing.  Whenever,  therefore,  an  accident 
happens,  nobody  is  prepared  for  it  5 every 
one  is  agitated  and  alarmed,  but  no  remedy 
is  applied. 

The  country  011  this  fide  of  Newcaflle  is 
a continued  flat  ; it  is,  however,  better  cub 
tivated  than  that  on  the  other  fide  of  Wil- 
mington. The  foil  appears  to  be  light.  The 
land  is  laid  out  in  meadows,  a few  com 
fields,  and  feveral  fields  of  maize,  which  are 
all  enclofed  : there  is  very  little  wood  land, 
and  very  few  good  trees.  The  houfes  are 
rather  better  than  the  land  ; fome  of  them 
are  very  handfome.  Newcaflle  is  compofed 
pffeventy  houfes,  fome  of  which  are  of  brick, 
and  are  built  adjacent  “to  each  other  : the 
wide  ftreets  and  the  grafs  plots  give  it  the 
appearance  of  an  Englifh  village.  Being  the 
county  town,  it  contains  the  feffions-houfe 
and  the  prifon.  The  town  is  built  on  the 
Delaware  ; it  does  not,  however,  carry  on 
any  diredl  foreign  trade,  but  confines  itfelf  to 
tiie  coafting  trade  with  Philadelphia. 

Newcaflle, 
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Newcaftle,  when  in  the  poffeffion  of  the 
Swedes,  was  called  New-Stockholm.  When 
the  Dutch  conquered  it,  they  called  it  New- 
An  vfter  dam  ; and  when  the  Duke  of  York 
took  poffeffion  of  it  he  gave  it  the  name 
which  it  has  finee  retained.  It  is  the  oldeft 
city  of  this  ftate. 

A fund  having  been  raifed  by  way  of  lot- 
tery, fanftioned  by  the  ftate,  for  the  purpofe 
of  building  quays  at  Newcaftle,  that  place 
now  affords  fhelter  to  veffels  in  the  winter, 
and  begins  to  rife  from  the  ftate  of  decay  into 
which  it  had  funk. 

Oak  is  fold  at  Newcaftle  for  five  dollars 
a cord,  and  hiccory  for  nearly  feven  dollars. 
The  population  of  the' county  of  Newcaftle 
amounts  to  about  eighteen  thoufand  free 
people,  and  three  thoufand  flaves.  The  fre- 
quent communication  between  Philadelphia 
and  Baltimore,  and  the  great  traffic  between 
the  two  cities,  have  oceafioned  the  eftabliffi- 
ment  of  a more  fpeedy  means  of  conveyance 
of  goods  and  paffengers,  than  by  the  ordinary 
land  and  water  carriage. 

Four  fmall  floops  conftantly  fail  to  and 
from  Newcaftle  and  Philadelphia.  Regular 
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ftages  convey  the  paflengers  to  French-Town, 
on  the  Elk-River,  about  twelve  miles  diftant 
from  Newcaftle.  Goods  are  carried  there 
in  carts.  Other  floops  fail  down  the  Elk- 
River,  which  empties  itfelf  into  the  Chefa- 
peak,  eighteen  miles  from  French-Town, 
from  whence  they  proceed  to  Baltimore. 
The  expence  of  the  paffage  from  Philadelphia 
to  Newcaftle  is  three  quarters  of  a dollar, 
three  quarters  of  a dollar  by  the  ftage  to 
French-Town,  and  one  dollar  and  a quarter 
from  French-Town  to  Baltimore.  This 
route  is  impaffable  during  the  three  or  four 
winter  months,  at  which  time  the  river  De- 
laware is  generally  frozen. 

Newcaftle  is  the  true  point  from  which 
all  the  Philadelphian  fhips  take  their  depar- 
ture. When  they  are  laden,  they  drop  down 
thither  with  their  pilot,  and  take  in  their 
poultry  and  vegetables,  where  the  captains 
who  remain  at  Philadelphia  to  fettle  their 
accounts  at  the  cuftom-houfe  join  them  by 
land,  and  from  whence  they  fail  with  the 
fir  ft  fair  wind. 
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ROAD  TO  WARWICK.— THE  RED  LION, 
— MIDDLETON. 

All  the  country  is  extremely  flat  until  you 
arrive  at  the  Red  Lion,  an  inn  much  fre-* 
quented  by  ftages  and  travellers.  The  fields 
are  very  extenfive  : fome  wheat  is  Town  here, 
which  is  beginning  to  fhoot  ; but  the  general 
produce  is  maize:  there  are  fome  meadows 
fown  with  clover,  and  a fmall  fhare  of 
timothy-grafs.  A few  quickfet  hedges  are 
here  and  there  to  be  feen,  but  they  merely 
evince  to  an  European  the  poffibility  of  thus 
enclofing  the  fields  in  this  country.  Such  is 
the  manner  in  which  they  are  here  planted 
and  kept,  that,  they  ferve  merely  to  relieve 
the  eye,  fatigued  with  the  gloomy  enclo- 
fures  of  dead  wood»  They  feldom  dig  anv 
ditch  at  the  foot  of  the  bank  on  which  the 
quickfet  is  planted,  or  if  they  do,  they  cut* it 
fo  narrow  and  perpendicular,  that  it  is  inca- 
pable of  carrying  off  thé  fmalleft  current  of 
water.  The  thorns  are  planted  in  Angle 
rows;  when  grown  they  are  lopped  at  the 
bottom^  and  become  fmall  trees,  which  are 
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eafily  broken  down  and  overthrown  by  the 
cattle.  Time  will  no  doubt  teach  the  inha- 
bitants of  America  the  great  advantage  of 
this  fort  of  hedges,  which  would  fave  an 
enormous  quantity' of  wood*  in  a country 
where  its  fcarcity  begins  to  be  already  felt  : 
they  will  learn  that  the  firft  expence  of  plant- 
ing and  preferring  them  would  be  abundantly 
repaid  by  their  duration  through  an  endlefs 
period,  in  which  no  further  care  nor  expence 
would  be  required. 

This  will  certainly  be  the  cafe  feme  day  or 
other;  but  it  is  aftonifhing,  that,  not  with- 
ftanding  fo  manv  farmers  are  continu  all  v 
arriving  from  Europe,  and  particularly  from 
England,  where  the  utility  of  quickfet  hedges 
and  the  method  of  railing  them  are  fo  well 
known,  the  people  of  this  country  have  not 
yet  profited  by  , their  experience.  Indolence, 
and  a want  of  fufficient  funds,  are,  without 
doubt,  the  two  principal  eau  les  which  retard 
fo  neceffary  an  improvement.  The  woods 
of  the  ftate  of  Delaware  and  the  eaftern 
fhore  of  Maryland  abound  with  thorns  fimilar 
to  our  hawthorns,  of  which  excellent  and 
agreeable  hedges  might  be  made. 


The 


54'f  TRAVELS  THÈOÜCîï 

The  road  from  Wilmington,  through  New- 
caftle,  divides  itfelf  at  the  Red  Lion  inn  : 
one  road  leads  to  Dover,  and  to  the  fouth 
of  the  ftate  of  Delaware,  the  other  to  Ches- 
ter-town,  and  into  the  fouth  of  the  ftate 
of  Maryland  : we  have  chofen  the  latter 
route  ; — I fay  we,  for  I travel  in  company 
with  Mr.  Guillemard,  who  is  fo  kind  as  to 
accompany  me  the  few  firft  days  of  this 
little  journey.  Land  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  the  Red  Lion  is  fold  at  about  twenty 
dollars  an  acre  ; the  foil  is  rather  light,  but 
good.  This  inn  is  furnifhed  with  all  forts  of 
provisions  from  Newcaftle,  from  which  it  is 
feven  or  eight  miles  diftant. 

The  road  from  the  Red  Lion  to  Warwick 
runs  through  the  fame  fort  of  flat  ill-cultivat- 
ed country.  The  foil,  however,  becomes 
ftronger  and  better.  Some  large  farm-houfes 
are  to  be  feen  on  the  right  and  left  of  the 
road;  they  are  furrounded  with  little  huts 
for  the  negroes,  from  which  circumftance  it 
may  be  fuppofed  a confiderable  number  of 
them  are  employed  here. 

Middleton,  the  only  village  between1 
Warwick  and  Newcaftle,  is  compofed  of 

about 
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about  twenty  houfes,  fome  of  which  are  of 
brick  ; it  is  the  laft  village  in  the  Rate  of 
Delaware,  which,  however,  extends  to  within 
a mile  of  Warwick,  that  is  to  fay,  three  miles 
beyond  Middleton* 

WARWICK. — CULTIVATION  AND  DIS- 
EASES OF  CORN. 

We  eroded  fome  fmall  creeks  to  day, 
which  turn  a few  mills  and  fome  forges. 
They  fall  into  the  Delaware  either  direCtly 
or  in  conjunction  with  others  which  they 
meet  in  their  courfe.  The  fmall  creek  of 
Bohemia,  near  Warwick,  is  the  firR  which 
we  have  met  with  that  runs  as  far  as  the 
Chefapeak.  The  village  of  Warwick  corn- 
prizes  only  five  or  fix  houfes  ; it  is  in  the  Rate 
of  Maryland,  and  in  the  county  of  Cecil 
The  farmers  complain  much  of  the  injury 
done  to  their  com  by  the  Heffian  fly.  As  this 
difeafe  is  very  common  in  the  eaR  of  Mary- 
land, I fhall  defer  a more  full  defcription  of 
it  until  I have  received  fome  better  in- 
formation on  the  fubjeCL  I fhall  only  obferve 
at  prefent,  that  from  the  converfation  of  two 
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farmers,  whom  I faw  at  the  inn,  it  appears 
to  me  that  the  Heffian  fly  chiefly  attacks 
lucli  corn  as  grows  on  a poor  foil,  and  that 
feveral  veins  of  earth  in  the  fame  fields, 
which  are  of  a better  quality  than  the  reft, 
are  free  from  them.  Thefe  farmers  were  of 
opinion,  that,  if  the  lands  were  well  dunged, 
and  kept  it/ good  order,  they  would  not  be 
liable  to  the  difeafe.  If  this  affertion  may  be 
depended  upon,  it  fliould  have  induced  them 
to  attend  to  cultivation  ; but  this  opinion,  as 
yet,  has  not  madt  one  far  nier  more  attentive. 
The  corn  of  this  country  is  aîfo  fubjeél  to  the 
ruft,  and  to  a difeafe  called  the  ftab,  which 
reddens  a part  of  the  ear,  and  deftroys  the 
grain.  The  obfervations  of  the  inhabitants, 
who  are  neither  profound  nor  perfevering  in 
their  refearches,  have  not  afeertained  the 
caufe  of  this  laft  difeafe  of  the  corn,  nor  even 
its  nature.  They  think,  however,  that  the 
damp  arifmg  from  fogs  is  one  of  the  principal 
caufes.  The  corn  is  fometimes  Town  here 
mixed  with  plafter-of-Paris,  or  with  allies, 
but  they  do  not  cleanfe  it  before  lowing, 
which  is  apparently  onç  caufe  of  the  various 
difeafes  to  which  it  is  fubjeft. 


Land 
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Land  is  fold  here  according  to  its  quality* 
from  fifteen  to  forty  dollars  an  acre.  The 
laborious  part  of  cultivation  is  generally  per- 
formed by  negro  (laves.  The  price  of  fuch 
as  are  good  workmen  is  at  prefent  from  three 
to  four  hundred  dollars  a negro  : they  may 
be  hired  of  thofe  mafters  who  do  not  em- 
ploy them,  but  let  them  out  at  fixty  dollars  a 
year*  Labourers  are  alfo  to  be  procured 
among  the  white  men,  whofe  wages  are 
from  one  hundred  to  one  hundred  and  ten 
dollars  a year.  Thefe  latter  are  always  better 
fed  than  the  negroes.  The  farmers,  moft  of 
whom  have  their  own  negroes,  or  hire  them 
of  flave  owners,  feldom  employ  white  men, 
except  in  the  time  of  harveft,  when  they  pay 
them  a dollar  and  a half  a day,  and  find 
them  in  provifions.  The  landlord  of  the  inn 
where  we  flopped,  who  is  a farmer,  and  who 
hires  negroes,  not  having  a fufficient  num- 
ber of  his  own,  prefers  them  to  white  men  ; 
he  affures  us  they  will  work  as  well,  if  pro- 
perly looked  after;  and  that  the  whites  require 
as  much  attention  in  this  relpedl  as  the 
negroes.  He  obferved,  however,  that  thofe 
whites  who  contented  to  work  with  the 
Vol.  III.  Nn  blacks 
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blacks  were  of  the  Joweft  kind.  He  has  a 
large  field  of  clover  before  his  houfe,  every 
acre  of  which  produces  him  yearly  fixty 
hundred  weight  of  fodder  in  three  crops* 
He  has  not  held  this  farm  more  than  one 
year  : it  confifts  of  two  hundred  acres  ; only 
fixty  of  which  are  good  land. 

As  there  is  no  market  at  Warwick,  meat 
is  only  to  be  procured  of  the  farmers  ; who, 
before  they  kill  their  oxen,  calves,  or  Iheep, 
enfure  a fale  for  them  in  the  neighbourhood* 
During  this  day’s  journey  we  have  met  with 
good  dry  roads.  Thofe  which  we  travelled 
yefterday  were  rocky,  miry,  and  cut  to  pieces 
by  carriage-wheels.  The  weather  to  day  is 
very  fine  ; it  is  a true  European  fpring  day  ; 
comfortably  warm  and  pleafant.  The  leaves 
of  the  willow  trees  begin  to  expand  * the 
turtle-doves  woo  their  mates  ; and  the  birds 
warble  their  Tongs.  Blackbirds  are  more 
common  in  thefe  parts  than  any  other  fpe-' 
cies* 
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CHESTER-TOWN,  AND  THE  MANNER 
IN  WHICH  JUSTICE  IS  ADMINIS- 
TERED THERE. — OBSERVATIONS  ON 
SLAVERY. 

Between  Warwick  and  George-Town, 
you-  pais  the  fmali  creek  called  Head  of 
Saffafras . A t the  head  of  this  creek  are  forae 
mills,  which  are  turned  by  its  water,  col- 
lected in  a large  pond  ; the  natural  declivity 
of  the  creek  being  very  inconfiderable.  This 
Email  creek  has  feveral  branches,  which  we 
have  pafled,  and  which  unite  together  five 
or  fix  boufes  at  the  head  of  each.  Neither 
thefe  nor  two  or  three  other  creeks  which 
we  have  before  cro fifed,  flow  through  vailles, 
but  through  hollows  ; which  do  not  alter  the 
appearance  of  the  ground,  or  interrupt  the 
perfeét  level  of  its  furface.  All  the  land  in 
this  neighbourhood  is  of  a rich  and  fertile 
foil.  The  fields  are  (till  more  extenfive  than 
thofe  which  we  faw  yefterday  ; the  generality 
of  farms  are  larger,  and  the  appearance  of 
the  country  is  better  : but  we  conflantly 
meet  with  proofs  of  the  little  attention 
N n 2 bellowed 
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beftowed  on  cultivation.  The  colour  of  the 
foil,  in  many  places,  indicates  that  it  contains 
iron  ; which  fettles  in  the  ponds,  and  on  the 
iurface  of  the  earth.  Among  the  mills  of 
the  Head  of  Safafras  there  are  Tome  iron- 
mills. 

The  road  to  Chefter  prefents  little  variety  ; 
it  is  a continual  flat,  and  the  fields  are  ftrip- 
ped  of  their  trees,  as  are  all  thofe  which  we 
have  feen  fince  we  left  Philadelphia. 

Chefter,  where  we  arrived  on  the  thirteenth 
of  March,  is  fituated  in  a valley,  much  larger 
than  any  we  have  yet  feen.  The  college, 
which  is  a large  building,  on  the  fummit  of 
a hill,  commands  a view  of  this  little  town. 
This  building  is  in  a deplorable  ftateof  decay, 
although  it  is  not  yet  finifhed.  There  is  no 
glafs  in  any  of  the  windows  ; the  walls  have 
fallen  down  in  many  places,  and  the  doors 
are  without  fteps  : yet  this  is  the  fécond 
college  of  the  ftate,  in  which  there  are  only 
two.  This  eftablifhment  is  endowed  with 
three  thoufand  three  hundred  and  thirty  dol- 
lars a year.  It  maintains  a prefident  and 
three  mafters  ; the  number  of  fcholars,  how- 
ever, is  not  more  than  forty  or  fifty,  though 

for 
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for  fixteen  dollars  all  the  branches  of  learn- 
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itig  which  are  taught  there  may  be  acquired. 
Boarders  pay  eighty  or  ninety  dollars  for 
their  board.  Twelve  or  fifteen  hundred 
dollars  have  already  been  expended  on  this 
building.  It  is  conftruâed  on  a plan  large 
enough  to  receive  five  hundred  fcholars. 
Funds  are- wanting  to  complete  it*,  and  like 
almoft  all  the  public  buildings  in  America 
it  will  be  in  ruins  before  it  is  finifhed. 
There  are  no  free-fchools  in  this  itate,  but 
few  day-fcheols,  and  ftill  fewer  grammar- 
fchools,  where  people  in  eafv  circumftances 
can  fend  their  children.  A propofition  was 
made  at  the  laft  meeting;  of  the  legbfiative 
affembly,  to  eftablifh  a grammar-fehool  in 
-each  county,  at  the  public  expence  ; but  this 
propofition,  which  has  not  yet  been  deter- 
mined upon,  will  not  be  carried,  becaufe  in 
the  firft  place  nobody  feels,  or  appears  to 
feel,  the  advantages  of  a fuperior  education; 
lecondly,  becaufe  the  fmall  number  of  thofe 
who  are  fenfible  of  thofe  advantages  do  not 
fuppofe  that  much  good  will  refait  from  a 
fingle  fchool  in  each  county  ; and  lafily,  be- 
caufe the  propofed  eftabliihment  does  not 
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include  any  provihon  for  the  education  of  the 
people,  at  leaft  not  for  that  part  of  the  people 
who  are  unable  to  pay  for  it  ; and  who, 
doubtlefs,  are  entitled  to  (hare  with  the  other 
members  of  the  community  in  the  advantages 
of  an  education  purchaied  with  the  public 
treafure. 

Chefter  contains  about  one  hundred  and 
twenty  or  one  hundred  and  thirty  houfes, 
almoft  all  built  in  one  ftreet;  a few  of  them  are 
brick  houfes,  but  the  greater  part  are  of  wood: 
among  the  latter  are  fome  rather  handfome, 
well  painted,  and  large.  The  principal  ftreet 
- — and,  as  I have  faid,  there  is  fcarcely  mote 
than  one  — is  built  on  a gentle  declivity, 
Hoping  towards  the  river.  About  the  middle 
of  this  ftreet,  built  on  a large  fpace  of  ground, 
ftands  a church  ; the  windows  and  the  walls 
of  which  are  not  in  a much  better  condition 
than  thofe  of  the  college.  A minifter  is 
maintained  by  fubfcription,  who  receives 
about  three  ^hundred  dollars  : as  he  is  alio 
preftdent  of  the  college,  with  a lalary  of 
eight  hundred  dollars,  befides  a residence, 
he  may  live  very  comfortably  : the  contrit 
butions  of  his  parifhioners  would  not  afford 

him 
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him  a fubfiftence.  Near  the  fame  fpot  ftands 
the  hall  ofjuftice. 

Chefter,  as  the  chief  town  of  the  county 
of  Kent,  is  the  feat  of  juftice  : courts  are 
held  here  twice  a year,  as  well  as  ail  the 
courts  of  common  pleas  for  the  ftate  of  Ma- 
ryland ; they  are  held  by  a chief  judge,  or  a 
judge  of  the  diftrid,  who  prefides  fucceffively 
in  limilar  courts  in  the  four  counties,  of 
which  the  diftrid  is  compofed  ; and  by  two 
affiftant  judges,  who  only  fit  in  the  county- 
court.  Mr.  Samuel  Chew,  the  brother  of  my 
refpedable  friend  Benjamin  Chew , of  Phila- 
delphia, is  one  of  the  affiftant  judges.  I 
waited  upon  him  at  his  houfe  ; and  as  he  was 
then  in  court,  I went  thither  to  him.  This 
building  is  by  no  means  to  be  admired,  either 
for  its  exterior,  which  is  falling  to  decay, 
like  all  the  public  buildings  of  this  city,  or 
for  the  decorations  of  the  hall  of  juftice, 
which  is  not  in  a better  ftate  of  repair  than 
the  outfide  of  the  building. 

But  here,  as  every- where  elfe,  the  infti- 
tution  of  juries  infpires  one  with  reverence  : 
the  jurymen  here  appear  attentive,  and 
anxious  to  decide  with  equity.  Wherever 
N n 4 this 
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this  benevolent  inftitution  is  eftablifhed,  we 
exult  to  fee  the  interefts,  the  honour,  the  lives 
of  men  committed  to  the  charge  of  their 
equals;  whom  paffion  does  not  blind  ; whom 
the  partial  knowledge  of  obfolete  ftatutes  does 
not  prejudice  ; who,  having  fimply  to  pro- 
nounce on  matters  of  fad,  require  no  other 
guide  than  the  didates  of  common  fenfe,  of 
which  few  men,  efpecially  few  plain  men, 
are  deflitute.  The  forms  of  juftice  here  are 
lefs  fatisfadory  than  in  England  ; where  the 
judge  himfelf  notes  down  the  dépolirions  of 
the  witneffes,  and  the  principal  arguments 
of  the  counfellers,  and  repeats  them  to  the 
jury  before  they  pronounce  their  verdid,  care- 
fully difengaging  the  fimple  fads  on  which 
they  have  to  decide  from  every  thing  irrele-  ' 
vaut.  The  judges  here  do  not  take  that 
trouble  ; which  is  generally  more  necelfary 
here,  as  the  counfellors  are  garrulous,  ig- 
norant, and  full  of  chicanery.  Yet  Hill  the 
juries  feldom  pronounce  an  unjufl  verdid  ; 
and,  as  one  proof  at  lead:  of  their  zeal  and 
attention  in  the  difcharge  of  their  duty,  I 
muft  remark,  that  during  my  fhort  ftay  in 
this  city,  a jury  has  been  inclofed  twenty-» 

four 


NORTH  AMERICA.,  CANADA,  See.  553 

four  hours  before  they  agreed  in  their  verdict 
on  a caufe  the  iffue  of  which  did  not  involve 
more  than  fifty  dollars.  The  proceedings 
of  the  court  at  Chefter  appeared  to  me  to  be 
conduced  with  more  decorum  than  in  Phi- 
ladelphia, or  any  of  the  American  ftates 
which  I have  vifited.  All  the  attendants 
are  uncovered  : filence  is  preferved  : and  the 
only  indecorum  is  occafioned  ,'by  the  counfel- 
lors,  who  wrangle,  interrupt,  and  often  abufe 
each  other  ; and  appear  here,  as  almoft  every- 
where elfe,  calculated  rather  to  perplex  than 
elucidate  the  queftions  which  they  argue. 

Houfe  robberies  are  very  frequent  in  Ma^ 
ryland  ; five  or  fix  trials  for  this  offence 
occur  almoft  every  feffions.  Murders  are 
very  rare.  The  judges  attribute  the  mul- 
tiplicity of  robberies  to  the  free  negroes,  who 
are  numerous  in  the  ftate  of  Maryland  : I 
have  heard  the  fame  accufation  preferred 
again  ft  them  in  all  the  ftates  where  flavery 
is  permitted.  Such  a charge  is  confequently 
a ftrong  argument  with  the  flave-holders 
again  ft  the  abolition  of  flavery  ; but  the  evil, 
if  it  exifts,  as  I am  led  to  believe  it  does,  is 
ftili  to  be  attributed  to  the  ftate  of  flavery,  in 

which 
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which  thefe  newly-freed  men  have  been  pre- 
vioufly  kept,  and  from  which  they  have  been 
emancipated  without  any  preparation  for  a 
ftate  of  freedom. 

It  is  natural  to  fuppofe,  that  a {lave, 
haraffed  by  continual  labour,  driven  by  the 
fcourge  to  toil  in  the  open  fields  whether  he 
is  healthy  or  fick,  confiders  liberty  merely 
as  a releafe  from  labour,  Whilft  he  v/as  a 
(lave,  food  of  fome  fort  or  other  was  always' 
provided  for  him,  without  the  leaft  care  on 
his  part  ; fincai  he  was  aware  that  no  in- 
duftry,  or  attention  of  his,  would  procure 
him  either  better  food  or  clothing.  Labour 
therefore  brought  nothing  but  fatigue,  and 
he  became  of  courfe  indolent  and  carelefs. 
The  fir  ft  moments  of  his  liberty  are  enjoyed 
in  a ceflation  of  toil  ; for  the  lafh  no  longer 
re  founds  in  his  ears  : he  feels  the  wants  of 
nature  ; no  education  has  been  bellowed  on 
him  but  that  of  flavery,  which  teaches  him 
to  cheat,  to  fteal,  to  lie  ; and  he  fatisfies 
thofe  wants,  for  which  induftry  has  not  pro- 
vided, by  pilfering  the  corn  or  provifions  of 
his  neighbours,  and  becomes  the  receiver  of 
goods  ftolen  by  the  flaves. 

Though 
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Thou sr h fuch  are  the  neceffarv  Confe- 
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quences  of  freedom,  thus  bejlowed  upon  a 
flave,  they  fhould  by  no  means  operate  unfa- 
vourably with  thofe  who  are  defirous  of  the 
gradual  emancipation  of  the  negroes  ; who 
conceive  that  by  a careful  and  liberal  pre- 
paration for  fuch  a benevolent  meaiure, 
adapted  to  the  number  of  negroes  in  the 
country,  and  many  other  circumftances,  the 
greater  part  of  the  evils  defcribed  may  be 
avoided,  and  may  at  length  be  entirely  pre- 
vented, if  not  in  the  prefent,  at  leaft  in  the 
future  generation.  But  how  can  we  hope 
for  fo  general  a fpirit  of  philanthropy  among 
men  who  look  only  to  their  prefent  intereft, 
of  which  they  imagine  it  deftrudive  ? 

In  the  ftate  of  Maryland,  flaves  are  tried 
in  the  fame  courts  as  the  whites  ; they  have 
alfo  the  privilege  of  trial  by  juries.  The 
punifhments  for  the  blacks  are  very  fevere  ; 
but  the  manners  of  the  people  are  mild,  at 
leaft  in  that  part  of  Maryland  where  I am 
at  prefent,  and  prevail  over  the  rigour  of  the 
laws.  I 'was  witnefs  to  a fad  which  proves 
the  humanity  of  the  judges,  and  their  delire 
to  render  equal  juftice  to  the  accufed,  whether 

whites 
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whites  or  flaves.  A female  negro  is  now  in 
prifon  accufed  of  having  poifoned  a child,  and 
of  having  attempted  to  poifon  her  mifirefs. 
Her  miftrefs,  who  is  her  accufer,  being  a 
woman  of  confiderabie  confequence  in  the 
country,  and  allied  to  a family  of  great  in- 
fluence in  the  county,  the  judges,  jealous  of 
the  effedts  of  that  influence  on  the  jury,  have 
availed  themfelves  of  the  power  they  pof- 
fefs  of  referring  the  trial  to  the  general  court 
of  the  diftrift,  which  is  held  fixty  miles  from 
Chefter,  that  the  accufed  may  enjoy  every 
poffible  chance  of  a fair  and  impartial  trial. 
No  meafures  have  yet  been  adopted  in 
Maryland  for  the  gradual  freedom  of  the 
Haves:  fome  well-meaning  men  hope  to  lead 
the  attention  of  the  legiflature  in  a fhort  time 
to  the  fubjeci,  but  the  opinion  of  the  country 
feems  by  no  means  favorable  to  it. 

The  laws  of  Maryland  empower  the  judges 
to  alter  the  fentence  of  death  into  a milder 
punifhment  5 which  is  that  of  fending  the 
convidt  to  labour  for  a longer  or  a fliorter 
time  in  the  public  works  at  Baltimore.  I 
am  not  of  their  opinion  who  admire  this 
provifion  pf  the  law  ; which,  on  the  con- 
trary, 
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trary,  appears  to  me  extremely  reprehen- 
sible, as  it  may,  and  often  mu  ft,  render  the 
judges  partial  in  the  eyes  of  the  public  : 
whereas,  in  every  well-regulated  ftate,  the 
judge  fhould  merely  be  the  paffive  organ  of 
the  law.  In  the  ftate  of  Maryland  how 
eafily  may  each  judge,  in  admin ifte ring 
juftice  in  his  own  county,  be  fwayed  by  his 
natural  difpoiition,  by  an  acquaintance  with 
the  families  of  the  criminals,  or  by  a mo- 
mentary impulfe  of  paffion  ! at  leaft,  how 
liable  is  he  to  be  fufpefted  of  fuch  partiali- 
ties ! The  judge  of  the  diftricft  receives  eight 
hundred  dollars  a year;  the  affiftant  judges 
only  three  dollars  a day  during  the  feffions. 
The  juries  and  the  witneftes  receive  one  dol- 
lar and  a third  a day. 

Near  the  juftice-hall  ftands  the  prifon.  It 
is  a lmall  new  building,  which  has  not  yet 
even  a ftaircafe.  There  is  a yard  in  which 
it  was  intended  the  prifoners  fhould  walk  for 
the  benefit  of  the  air,  but  the  walls  of  it  are 
fo  low,  that  the  prifoners  are  prohibited  from 
walking  there,  as  they  might  eafily  efcape. 
Debtors  are  confined  in  a feparate  apartment 
of  the  fame  prifon.  The  other  prifoners  are 
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kept  together,  and  in  irons  : there  were  but 
four  there  when  I faw  the  prifon,  one  of 
which  was  a negro,  who,  in  attempting  to 
efcape  from  the  window,  fraâured  his  leg 
in  fuch  a manner,  as  to  render  amputation 
neceffary.  We  entered  this  prifon,  and 
vifited  the  whole  interior  of  the  building 
without  the  gaoler,  who  was  abfent,  and 
who  had  left  the  keys  in  the  doors,  in  fuch 
a manner,  that  we,  or  any  other  perfons 
who  had  come  to  the  prifon,  might  have  re- 
leafed  all  the  prifoners.  This  careleffnefs, 
this  negligence,  is,  generally  fpeaking,  cha- 
raéteriftic  of  the  country.  The  gaoler 
receives  eighteen  pence  a day  for  the  main- 
tenance of  each  prifon er  ; the  whole  of  which 
pittance  ought  certainly -to  be  applied  to  that 
objeét  ; but  it  is  to  be  fufpeded,  and  indeed 
we  were  affured,  that  this  is  not  very  fcru- 
puloufly  done. 

At  Chefter,  as  almoft  every-where  elfe  in 
America,  the  burial-place  is  in  the  middle 
of  the  town  $ here,  however,  to  the  danger 
of  contagion,  always  great  in  warm  climates, 
is  added  indecency  ; for  the  burial-ground  is 
in  the  high  ftreet,  near  the  prifon  ; it  is  with- 
out 
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out  walls,  or  any  other  inclofure  to  conceal 
it  ; and  is  not  diftinguifhed  by  any  marks, 
which  might  infpire  the  refpect  due  to  every 
place  fet  apart  for  the  burial  of  the  dead. 
The  fadnels  which  this  indifference  has  oc» 
cafioned  me,  will  perhaps  be  afcribed  to  pre- 
judice ; but  where  is  the  fon,  or  the  hufband, 
who  could  behold  without  fhuddering  the 
grave  of  the  father,  or  the  wife  that  he 
loved,  trampled  on  by  bèafls  ? Reverence 
for  the  aihes  of  the  dead  appears  to  me  as 
natural  as  refpeét  for  the  aged  ; which  per- 
haps fome  may  alfo  denominate  a prejudice  ; 
but  it  is  a prejudice  of  which  few,  1 think, 
would  have  fufficient  energy  to  diveft  them- 
felves,  though  they  may  ftile  that  corruption 
of  the  underftanding,  and  of  morals,  energy , 
which  throws  off  all  reftraint,  which  fpurns  ; 
the  fentiments  of  nature,  and  renounces 
every  ancient  feeling  and  opinion  merely  on 
account  of  their  antiquity. 

A poor-houfe  for  the  county  is  eftablifhed 
at  Cheller.  I have  already  repeated-,  that 
my  opinion  is  unfavourable  to  the  eftablifh- 
ment  of  this  fort  of  houfes.  This,  however, 
is  kept  in  as  good  order  as  any  private  houfe.. 

The 
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The  poor  are  well  fed,  and  have  the  ap- 
pearance of  being  very  healthy.  The  build- 
ing of  the  houfe  coft  about  five  thoufand 
fix  hundred  dollars.  The  annual  expence 
for  eighty-two  paupers,  old  and  young,"  is 
four  thoufand  dollars,  which  is  about  forty- 
fix  dollars  and  a third  per  head.  The  over- 
leers of  the  poor  in  each  hundred  of  the 
county  have  the  power  of  admitting  into 
the  poor-houfe  fuch  perfons  as  they  deem  pro- 
per obje&s.  The  children  are  put  out  ap- 
prentices when  they  are  of  a proper  age;  and 
as  they  are  bound  to  remain  with  their 
mafters  till  the  age  of  twenty-one,  no  money 
is  advanced  by  the  houfe  to  the  mafters. 
Hitherto  the  negroes  have  been  excluded 
from  the  poor-houfe  : which  is  certainly  a 
juft  exclufion,  as  far  as  it  refpeds  flaves,  as 
their  mafters  ought  to  take  care  of  them  ; 
but  which  ought  not  to  be  extended  to  free^ 
negroes,  negreftes,  and  their  children.  1 It 
was  faid  by  the  governors  of  the  poor,  that  if 
they  admitted  the  claims  of  thefe  people, 
their  houfe  would  be  filled  by  them,  as  their 
improvidence  is  greater  than  the  whites.  It 
i$  difficult  to  admit  this  reafoning  of  œconomy 
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as  an  excufe  for  fo  inhuman  a refufal.  Pre- 
judice againft  the  negroes,  and  particularly 
again#  the  free  negroes*  is  the  true  caufe 
of  this  unjuft  decilion  ; which  reduces  the 
old,  infirm  negroes,  and  their  children,  to 
iubfift  upon  private  charity,  and  in  failure 
of  that  precarious  fource,  frequently  expofes 
them  to  the  utmoft  want  and  loweft  ftate  of 
wretchednefs.  The  poors’-rates  in  the  ftate 
of  Maryland  are  levied  upon  each  county. 
Every  county  has  not  a poor-houfe.  In 
feveral  they  admiiiifter  relief  to  the  poor  at 
their  own  houfes,  but  every-where  the  fame 
regulations  are  adopted  relative  to  the  diftri- 
butions  of  the  public  money. 

Chefter  is  built  on  a river  of  the  fame 
name,  which  rifes  in  the  ftate  of  Delaware. 
This  river  is  about  three  quarters  of  a mile 
wide,  and  is  navigable  in  boats  ten  miles 
above  the  town  ; after  which  it  becomes  a 
fmall  creek,  the  ftream  of  which  is  barely 
fufneient  to  turn  a mill.  Chefter  is  thirteen 
miles  in  a diredl  line  from  the  Chefapeak; 
but  the  land  is  fo  flat,  that  the  river  before 
it  reaches  its  mouth  runs  a zig-zag;  courfe  of 
thirty-five  miles.  It  is  navigable  to  Chefter 
Vot.  III.  O o for 


5S&  TRAVELS  THROUGH 

for  fhips  of  from  eighty  to  ninety  tons.  One1 
veffel  of  this  burthen  belongs,  to  this  port, 
and  is  employed  in  the  commerce  of  the 
Weft-Indies  ; I faw  alfo  fome  fmaller  fhips, 
and  fome  boats  without  decks*  which  are 
employed  in  the  navigation  of  the  bay,  and 
particularly  in  voyages  to  Baltimore.  All  the 
towns  that  are  fituated  on  the  rivers  which 
fall  into  theChefapeak  employ  fimilar  veffels, 
the  numbers  of  which  have  been  greatly  in- 
creafed  within  thefe  few  vears>,  as  the  corn 
which  was  formerly  carried  away  by  the  Phi- 
ladelphian merchants,  or  by  the  Brandywine 
millers,  is  at  prefent  fent  to  Baltimore, 
where  lately  feveral  good  mills  have  been, 
built  : grain  is  like  wife  fent  to  Elk-Town. 

Corn  is  raifed  in  large  quantities  in  this 
part  of  Maryland  : it  is  efteemed  the  heft  and 
heavieft  of  any  which  is  grown  in  the  United 
States,  but,  as  I have  before  obferved,  it  is 
fubjedt  to  the  attacks  of  the  Heflian  fly,  which 
often  deftroys  half  the  harveft.  It  feems 
to  be  univerfally  admitted  here,  as  well  as  in 
Warwick,  that  fuch  corn  as  is  fown  in  foils 
either  naturally  rich,  or  made  fo  by  dunging, 
is  exempted  from  this  difeafe,  as  the  blade 

fhoots 
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Ihoots  faft  and  becomes  very  foon  ftrong,  and 
impenetrable  to  the  attacks  of  this  deftru&ive 
little  fly.  Befides  the  ruft  and  the  flab,  the 
corn  is  likewife  fometimes  injured  by  a fpecies 
of  fly,  known  in  Virginia  by  the  name  of 
Widles , which  renders  it  neceflary  to  thrafh  it 
immediately  it  is  cut  ; but  this  difeafe  is  by 
no  means  fo  general  here  as  in  the  lower 
parts  of  Virginia,  though  it  is  not  long  fince 
they  have  fuffered  by  it  in  this  part  of  Mary- 
land, where,  however,  they  have  as  yet  neg- 
leded  the  precaution  of  threfhing  the  com 
as  foon  as  it  is  cut.  The  convidion  of  the 
advantage  of  enriching  the  land  has  not  in- 
duced the  farmers  to  bellow  more  dung; 
upon  their  fields.  Such  land  as  is  cultivated 
in  the  ufual  way  produces  only  from  five  to 
fix  bufhels  of  corn  an  acre,  or  from  eight 
to  ten  buihels  of  maize  ; whilft  fuch  as  is 
well  dunged  produces  fix  or  feven  times  more  : 
the  latter  is,  befides,  lefs  fubjed  to  injury  from 
the  damps  than  the  former.  It  is,  however, 
to  the  human  fpecies  that  the. confiant  damps 
of  this  boggy  and  flat  country  are  mod  per- 
nicious ; the  fogs  and  vapours  of  the  months 
of  July  and  Auguft  are  particularly  noxious. 

O o 2 Bilious 
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Bilions  and  intermittent  fevers  are  epide- 
mical in  Autumn,  and  attack  more  than  an 
eighth  of  the  white  inhabitants.  Many 
people  fink  under  thefe  diforders,  the  general 
effects  of  which  muft  be  deftrudive,  as  it 
is  rare  to  find  an  inhabitant  who  has  at- 
tained the  age  of*  fixty-five.  The  negroes 
are  lefs  affeded  bv  thefe  diforders  than  the 

j 

whites,  and  in  general  live  longer.  The 
prefèrvation  of  their  health  is  attributed  to 
their  conftantly  fleeping  in  the  kitchens* 
where  they  are  preferved  from  the  damps, 
which  penetrate  into  all  the  houfes,  even 
during  the  moft  unpleafant  heat. 

Chefter  has  a market  regularly  twice  a 
week,  which  is  well  fupplied  with  provifions. 
Beef,  mutton,  and  veal,  cofts  from  fix  to  eight 
pence  per  pound.  The  rent  of  the  bell  houfes 
in  Chefter  does  not  exceed  one  hundred  dol- 
lars, and  living  in  general  is  cheaper  there 
by  one  half  than  at  Philadelphia. 

There  are  about  fourteen  or  fifteen  flores 
at  Chefter,  one  of  which  is  kept  by  Mr. 
John  Chew,  another  brother  of  my  friend 
at  Philadelphia.  The  goods  are  in  general 
brought  from  Philadelphia,  where  they  are 

obtained 
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obtained  cheaper  than  at  Baltimore,  not- 
withftanding  the  expences  of  carriage,  which 
amounts  to  nearly  one  per  cent.  They  are 
fold  at  twenty  or  twenty- five  per  cent  above 
the  price  of  the  (hops  in  Philadelphia. 
When  it  is  known  that  the  greateft  part  of 
the  ftorekeepers  at  Chefter  frequently  buy 
their  goods  at  a half,  and  always  a quarter, 
below  the  market  price,  it  mu  ft  be  fuppofed 
that  though  they  tranfaâ  little  hufinefs  they 
make  great  profit?. 

Free  negroes  for  agricultural  labour  are 

O * O 

eafily  procured  at  eighty  dollars  a year  $ 
flaves  may  be  hired  at  fifty  dollars.  Some 
planters  prefer  white  labourers  and  free  ne- 
groes to  flaves,  as  lefs  troublefome  and  more 
profitable.  A cow  is  fold  here  for  fifteen' or 
twenty  dollars  ; an  ox,  for  forty;  and  a horfe 
for  labour,  for  one  hundred.  Carriage  horfes 
often  coft  fix  hundred  dollars  the  pair.  The 
county  of  Kent,  of  which  Chefter  is  the  chief 
place,  contains  thirteen  thoufand  inhabitants, 
of  which  five  thoufand  fix  hundred  are  flaves  ; 
it  furnifhes  but  few  cattle  for  the  markets  of 
Baltimore  and  Philadelphia,  as  almoft  all  its 
produce  is  conlumed  within  itfclf. 

Qo  3 COLONEL 
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COLONEL  THYLMÀN. 

Having  eroded  the  river,  we  entered  Queen 
Ann’s-County,  which  affords  no  more  variety 
in  the  nature  of  its  foil  or  its  cultivation 
than  thofe  I have  paffed.  I was  informed 
that  I was  in  the  wcrft  part  of  the  county, 
and  that  the  more  diftant  parts  are  fertile 
and  produce  great  quantities  of  corn,  which 
I am  induced  to  believe,  as  every  body  agreed 
in  the  report  ; and  as  it  is  well  known  that 
the  county  exports  a large  quantity  of  corn, 
and  fends  a great  many  cattle  to  Baltimore 
market  : but  all  the  land  which  lies  near  the 
road  twenty-two  miles  on  this  fide  Colonel 
Thylman’s  is  poor  and  barren,  which  is  at- 
tributed to  its  having  been  drained  by  the 
long  growth  of  tobacco  here  previous  to  the 
almoft  total  relinquifhing  the  cultivation  of 
that  plant  in  this  part  of  Maryland.  Thefe 
forts  of  foil  produce  from  four  to  fix  bufhels 
of  corn  an  acre,  when  they  are  not  infefted 
with  either  the  Heffian  fly,  with  fmut,  by  the 
fftab,  nor  by  the  widle.  The  houfes  by  the 
lide  of  the  roads  are  of  the  .mod  miferable 

kind. 
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kind,  and  the  inhabitants  appear  by  their 
exterior  as  poor  as  their,  lands,  Thefe  habi- 
tations confift  of  bad  log- houfes,  as  fmall  as 
thole  which  are  met  within  the ’mid  ft  of  the 
moft  diftant  woods. 

The  little  village  of  Church-hill , containing 
a dozen  old  houfes,  and  two  old  little 
churches,  the  one  episcopal,  and  the  other 
methodiftieal,  is  the  only  one  to  be  met  with 
on  this  fide  Centerville , the  chief  town  of  the 
county  : this  place  is  fituated  upon  a fmall 
elevation  above  Corjica- creek.  The  county 
built  the  feffions-houfe  and  the  prifon  ; there 
are  fome  other  habitations  here,  confiding 
principally  of  taverns  and  warehoufes,  mak- 
ing in  the  whole  about  twenty  houfes  tolerably 
well  built  of  brick,  but  at  a confiderable 
diftance  from  each  other,  without  having 
any  cultivated  fields  near  them  : there  is  a 
mill  of  confiderable  fize,  built  upon  the  creek. 
A little  further  in  the  country  there  is  an 
epifcopal  church,  which  the  inhabitants  m 
the  neighbourhood  who  are  in  eafy  circum- 
ftances  attend  regularly  : 1 have  leen  many 
horfes  and  carriages  attending  at  the  door, 
/Vs  to  Church-hill,  the  fmall  village  which  I 
O o 4 pafledj 
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paiTed,  the  epifcopal  church  there  is  but 
thinly  attended,  almoft  all  the  inhabitants 
frequent  that  of  the  methodifts, 

From  Centerville  to  Colonel  Thylmatrs 
the  foil  feems  to  be  a little  better  ; there  are 
feme  farms  which  appear  to  be  for  the  moft 
part  the  habitations  of  planters  • but  thofe 
poor  little  houfes  are  much  more  numerous^ 
The  whole  country  is  covered  with  cattle  of 
a very  poor  condition,  which  are  always, 
during  winter  and  dimmer,  left  in  the  fields 
and  in  the  woods  : they  are  of  a very  final! 
fpecies.  Hogs  are  more  abundant  in  Queen 
AnnVCounty  than  in  the  county  of  Kent, 
and  more  fcattered  about  in  the  roads  and 
in  the  fields.  Shçep  are  alfo  considerably 
plentiful  in  this  part  of  Maryland,  but  they 
are  final],  and  long-legged  • in  general  they 


the  river  Cheftcr  ; it  is  in  a very  flat  fituation, 
from  whence  a great  mafs  of  water  is  feen, 
which  is?  however,  only  the  bay  of  the  river 
Çhefter  parted  by  the  ifles  of  Eaftern,  Neck, 
and  Kent-ifland, 


only  two  pounds  of  wool,  which  fells 


at  two  fchellings-  a pound. 

The  houfe  of  Colonel  Thvlman  is  upon 


Ç clone! 
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Colonel  Thylman  has  a property  of.  three 
thoufand  acres  of  land  contiguous,  of  which 
he  ufes  about  one  thouland  for  growing;  corn 
and  maize,  and  for  meadow  ground.  He 
appears  to  know  all  the  faults  of  the  agri- 
culture of  his  country,  and  to  be  convinced  of 
the  advantage  rcfulting  from  a change  ; but 
he  fees  fo  many  difficulties  attending  it,  that 
the  amendments  he  makes  are  only  partial 
and  few,  though  well  informed,  by  the  read- 
ing of  good  Englifh  books,  of  all  that  is 
neceflary  to  be  done  in  order  to  eflablifh.  a 
good  and  rich  tillage.  Cuftom  almoft  every- 
where prevails  over  light  and  knowledge  $ 
people  will  not,  they  dare  not,  adt  contrary  to 
others  : and  in  the  bull  nefs  of  agriculture, 
where  this  cullom  has  a greater  empire  per- 
haps than  any-where  elfe,  the  great  expences 
which  are  neceflary  to  the  introduction  of  a 
great  change  for  the  better,  aid  this  general 
difpofition  to  follow  the  common  routine, 

GENERAL  OBSERVATIONS  UPON  THE 
POPULATION  OF  LOWER  MARY- 
LAND. 

The  population  of  white  people  in  the 

call 
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eafl  part  of  Maryland  diminifhes  inftead  of 
augmenting.  In  a country  abounding  in 
Ilaves,  the  whites  do  not  apply  much  to  la- 
bour. Their  ambition  confifts  in  buying 
negroes  ; they  buy  them  with  the  firft  fum  of 
money  they  get,  and  when  they  have  two  of 
them  they  leave  off  working  themfelves  ; 
this  fmall  number  is  not  fufficient  to  keep 
their  lands  in  good  order  according  to  the 
tillage  of  the  country,  bad  as  it  may  be. 
The  fmall  farmers  among  the  whites  thus 
leaving  off  labour  augment  their  expences, 
and  their  affairs  are  foon  in  a bad  condi^ 
tion.  Thefe,  and  thofe  who  had  never  been 
able  to  purchafe  negroes,  find  themfelves  in 
an  inferior  fituation  to  their  neighbours  who 
have  many  flaves  : difpleafed  with  their  fta^- 
tion,  they  foon  think  of  eflablifhing  them- 
felves  in  a country  where  land  is  cheaper,  and 
where  they  (hall  not  be  fo  much  furpaffed  by 
proprietors  fo  difproportionably  richer  than 
themfelves.  So  that  all  thefe  fmall  farms, 
the  fupporting  of  which  becomes  every  year 
more  chargeable,  becaufe  the  wood  for  mak- 
ing the  fences  for  enclofure  is  more  fcarce, 
and  hand-labour  at  a higher  price,  are  put  to 

file^ 
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Éale,  and  are  bought  by  rich  planters,  and  thofe 
who  have  fold  them  oo  to  eftablifh  themfelves 

O 

in  Kentucky,  in  Teneflee,  and  in  the  countries 
of  the  weft.  By  this  the  province  does  not 
gain  in  agricultural  improvements  what  it 
lofes  in  population  ; its  lands  are  not  better 
managed  ; their  produce  is  not  increafed  but 
often  diminilhed,  ' becaufe  the  purclrafef  of 
them  looks  rather  at  a good  foundation  for 
his  property,  that  is  to  fay,  a fure  augmen- 
tation of  property,  than  an  increafe  of  re- 
venue. 

Here,  as  in  other  places,  when  the  utility 
of  negro  Haves  to  the  interefts  of  the  mailer 
is  clofely  examined,  compared  with  the  em- 
ployment of  every  other  kind  of  labour,  it 
will  be  found  that  in  reality  it  has  none. 
The  old  men  and  women,  children,  and 
pregnant  females,  muft  be  fed  and  clothed, 
and  taken  care  of  in  ficknefs.  Nothing:  is 
more  common  than  to  fee  the  proprietor 
of  eighty  (laves  unable  to  bring  thirty  to 
work  in  the  field  at  the  fame  time.  Ten 
workmen,  hired  by  the  year,  will  perform  at 
lead  as  much  labour  as  thefe  thirty  (laves, 
*4ud  the  mailer  has  nothing  to  do  but  to  pay 

them. 
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them.  There  are  already  a great  many 
matters  aware  of  this  calculation,  and  many 
perceive  the  inconvenience  of  (laves,  who,  as 
I have  faid,  caufe  all  the  white  labourers  to 
quit  the  country  who  would  apply  them- 
felves  to  work  if  there  were  no  (laves.  Mas- 
ters are  embarrattfed  with  their  negroes,  the 
population  of  whom  would  otherwife  aug- 
ment in  the  fouthern  ftates  in  the  fame  pro- 
portion as  that,  of  the  whites  in  other  parts 
of  America  ; but  while  they  all  perceive  thé 
inconveniency  of  (lavery,  they  are  the  firft 
to  oppofe  the  meafure  of  the  legiflature’s 
making  a law  for  the'  gradual  abolition  of 
(lavery. 

The  proprietors  of  negroes  complain  already 
that  ttnee  their  population  has  increafed,  they 
are  lefs  fubmiflive  and  more  turbulent  than 
they  were  before.  Thefe  fymptoms  ought 
to  teach  them  the  neceffity  of  doing  fome-* 
thing  fpeedily  towards  putting  an  end  to 
this  date  of  (lavery,  which  will  be  fooner 
or  later  very  dangerous  to  the  matters  ; but 
they  fall  afleep  over  this  as  they  do  over 
other  dangers  ; and  in.  this  cafe,  as  in  all 
others,  it  is  acknowledged  that  forefight^is 

null 
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null  and  void  among  the  people  of  Ame- 
rica. 

The  fields  are  in  all  this  part  of  Maryland 
often  of  the  extent  of  from  fixty  to  eighty 
acres.  Thofe  who  under  (land  good  tillage 
know  how  much  this  great  fize  of  fields 
muft  be  detrimental  to  it,  in  a country 
where  neither  the  horfes,  the  beads,  nor  the 
fwine,  are  kept  in  the  yards,  and  where 
confequently  dung  cannot  be  procured  for 
fields  of  four  acres,  much  lefs  for  fields  of 
fuch  great  extent,  which  even  with  plenty 
of  dung  can  never  be  regularly  and  well 
dunged.  So  that  the  harvefts,  even  in  the 
better  foil,  are  poor.  They  are  here  with 
refpedl  to  dung  as  they  are  with  flaves  ; 
they  perceive  the  advantage  of  ufing  it, in  the 
fame  manner  as  they  perceive  the  incon- 
veniency  of  keeping  negroes,  but  the  con- 
viction of  what  is  beft  has  no  more  effed:  in 
the  one  cafe  than  in  the  other. 

Some  farmers  juftify  the  largenefs  of  their 
fields  by  the  dearnefs  of  materials  for  fencing 
them.  It  is  true  that  five  panes  or  fquares 
of  this  fencing  will  take  rather  more  than  q. 
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cord  of  wood,  and  that  five  fquares  will 
fence  no  more  than  about  fixty  feet,  and 
that  they  ought  to  be  renewed  every  three 
years.  When  it  is  confidered  that  a cord  of 
oak  cofts  at  Chefter  four  dollars  and  a half, 
and  alfo  that  every  farmer  who  makes  only 
three  hundred  fquares  of  fencing,  which  is  but 
little,  fince  it  is  only  an  extent  of  feven 
hundred  and  twenty- two  fathoms,  or  4332 
feet  nearly,  and  that  he  could  fell  this  wood 
fo  employed  for  fixty  dollars,  it  will  then 
not  be  furprizing  to  fee  fo  many  fences  in  a 
bad  condition,  nor  that  fo  many  fmall  farm- , 
ers  are  difpleafed  with  their  poffefiions  on 
account  of  this  expence  alone.  This  calcu- 
lation is  made  every-where  : all  the  world 
knows  the  advantage  of  hedges  as  fences, 
every  body  fees  fome  of  them  in  the  country  ; 
the  thorn  is  in  every  wood,  and  there  are 
living  fences  without  being  regularly  planted. 
Befides,  Wood  fcnfibly  diminifhes  in  this  part 
of  America  as  in  every  other.  It  is  cut  down 
every-where,  and  made  ufe  of  by  every 
body  ; it  is  every-where  wafted,  and  no- 
where replanted;  even  the  trees  that  have 

been 
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been  cut  are  not  permitted  to  bud  and  grow 
again,  becaufe  the  cattle  are  fufFered  to  run 
over  and  deftroy  them. 

Queen  Ann’s-County  contains  about  fifteen 
thoufand  inhabitants,  of  whom  feven  thoufand 
are  flaves  : the  number  of  free  negroes  is 
very  confide rable. 

The  county  of  Talbot,  to  the  fouth  of  that 
of  Queen  Ann,  is  fertile,  and  produces  plenty 
of  corn  and  cattle  : they  are  conveyed  into 
Chefapeak-bay  by  the  river  Chef  apeak. 
The  manner  of  tillage  is  the  fame. 

The  counties  of  Dorchefter,  Somerfet,  and 
of  Winchefter,  afford  alfo  fome  corn,  but 
the  greateft  part  of  them  is  covered  with 
wood,  particularly  with  cedars  and  pines,  the 
carriage  of  which  is  effected  by  the  rivers 
Crantikoke,  Wicomeko,  and  Pokomeko,  and 
is,  in  every  refpeft,  like  to  that  of  the  woods 
of  the  county  of  Suffex,  of  which  I have 
fpoken  in  the  ftate  of  Delaware. 

Caroline-County,  fituated  between  that  of 
Talbot  and  the  ftate  of  Delaware,  is  the 
raoft  fterile  of  the  eight  counties  of  this  part 
of  Maryland. 

A plan  of  a canal  is  in  agitation,  which  is 

propofed 
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proposed  to  take  place  in  the  waters  of  the 
river  Chaptank,  in  order  to  join  the  Delaware 
and  the  Chefapeak.  It  is  at  prefe-nt  only  a 
project,  but  the  legiflature  has  . ordered  an 
account  of  the  places  to  be  taken.  It  is  faid, 
that  the  opinion  of  men  the  moft  acquainted 
with  thefe  affairs  is  favourable  to  its  execu- 
tion, and  it  is  hoped  that  it  will  be  accom- 
plifhed.  The  diviiion  of  the  waters  of  this 
peninfula,  which  run  either  ifito  the  Dela- 
ware or  into  the  Chefapeak,  is  made  by  a 
range  of  marfhes  which  reach  through  the 
whole  extent  of  the  ftate  of  Delaware,  and 
of  which  the  pofition  is  a little  more  elevated 
than  the. reft  of  the  country.  It  is  remarked, 
that  the  foil  of  thefe  marfhes  is  more  fandy, 
and  of  an  inferior  quality  to  that  of  the  reft 
of  the  peninfula;  and  that  the  bullies  and 
Ihrubs  which  are  commonly  found  upon  the 
higheft  mountain  are  alfo  to  be  met  with  in 
this  marfliy  country. 

The  inhabitants  in  eafy  circumftances  of 
the  eaft  part  of  Maryland  are  polite  and 
hofpitable.  Mr.  Chew  treated  me  in  the 
moft  kind  and  obliging  manner,  and  had  a 
friendfhip  for  me  which  this  excellent  family 

have 
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have  continued  to  preferve  during  the  whole 
time  I have  been  in  America.  The  people 
of  this  country  are  of  gentle  manners  ; it 
is  towards  the  interefts  of  their  farms  that 
their  cares  and  attentions  are  generally 
turned,  and  the  fale  of  the  produce  of  the 
foil  is  the  only  commerce  to  which  they 
apply. 

In  political  opinions  they  are  federalifls, 
but  without  any  other  predileftion  for  Eng- 
land, than  that  which  proceeds  from  the 
great  attachment  which  they  have  here  for 
the  ancient  prefident,  who  in  the  laft  years 
of  his  adminiftration  traced  this  path  with 
credit.  The  people  amufe  themfelves  with 
the  writings  of  Fenno  and  Porcupine  ; but 
they  fay  already  that  the  latter  is  a black - 
guard , who  wifhes  to  deliver  America  up 
into  the  hands  of  the  Engliih.  There  is 
no  great  advancement  made  in  politics  any- 
where. The  young  men  are  much  taken 
up  with  fox-hunting  and  racing. 

ISLE  OF  KENT.— PASSAGE  OF  THE  CHE- 
SÂPEAK. 

After  paffing  a day  agreeably  at  the  houfe 
Vo L.  III.  P P of 
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of  Colonel  Thylman,  one  of  the  molt  amiable 
and  polite  men,  and  of  the.  beft  company., 
which  I have  yet  met  with  in  America,  I 
proceeded  on  my  way  towards  Kent-IJland , 
where  I propofed  to  embark  for  Annapolis. 
The  country  is  every- where  flat,  and  the  land 
has  been  much  ufed  for  the  cultivation  of  to- 
bacco, which  is  now  abandoned  : the  houfes 
are  miferable.  Twelve  miles  from  the 
colonel’s,  after  having  pafled  through  a mean 
little  village,  confiding  of  fix  or  feven  houfes, 
honoured  with  the  name  of  Queen’s-Town, 
I pafled  the  Kent-narrow  in  a fmall  ferry- 
boat, and  I travelled  feven  miles  further  in 
the  flat  ifle  of  Kent,  where  the  land  was  of 
the  fame  nature  as  that  which  I had  juft  left. 
The  inhabitants  there  appear  to  be  ftill  poorer. 
Captain  Calvert  keeps  a tolerably  good  inn 
at  the  point  of  the  ifland,  and  two  good  fmall 
Hoops  for  the  paffagev  But  thefe  (loops  can- 
not approach  nearer  to  the  fhore  than  within 
half  a mile.  It  was  neceflary  to  take  my 
horfe  with  me  in  a boat  abfolutely  flat,  from 
whence  he  was  hoifted  into  this  little  vefleh 
The  awkwardnefs  of  the  negro  failors  and  of 
the  captain  in  this  affair,  made  us  think  that 

the 
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the  horle  and  we  fhould  have  loft  our  lives 
on  this  occafion.  Happily  we  came  off  with 
but  little  injury,  and' after  a paffage  of  an 
hour  and  a quarter  over  twelve  miles,  the 
breadth  of  Chefapeak-bay  at  this  place,  I 
and  my  horfe  arrived  fafe  at  Annapolis  the 
3d  of  April. 

The  paffage  for  a man  and  his  horfe  cofts 
two  dollars,  when  there  are  no  other  paft 
fengers  ; when  there  are  many,  the  price  of 
the  paffage  is  only  a dollar  and  a half.  This 
little  voyage  is  commonly  performed  in  two 
hours  : we  went  in  lefs  time  becaufe  the 
weather  was  admirable* 

ANNAPOLIS. 

The  profpeét  of  Annapolis  is  extremely 
agreeable  upon  arriving  there  from  the  bay. 
This  city  is  built  upon  the  fide  of  the  Severn, 
upon  a little  hill,  which,  without  being  much 
elevated,  commands  a little  of  the  flat  country, 
which  furrounds  it.  Annapolis  was  formerly 
the  principal  city  of  Maryland,  and  there  was 
fome  commerce  carried  on  there.  Since  the 
revolution  it  retains  the  name  of  the  me- 
tropolis of  the  ftate,  and  continues  to  be  the 
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feat  of  the  government,  but  Baltimore  has 
drawn  all  the  commerce  from  it.  The  capi- 
talifts,  or  thofe  who  would  become  fuch, 
have  quitted  it  to  go  and  refide  at  Baltimore  ; 
and  the  inhabitants  are  in  general  farnthes  in 
eafy  circumftances,  who  have  property  in  the 
neighbourhood,  officers  of  the  government, 
and  gentlemen  of  the  law,  attra&ed  by  the 
vicinity  of  the  courts  of  juftice.  The  popu- 
lation of  this  town  diminifhes  every  year  ; 
the  houfes  are  for  the  moft  part  built  of 
brick,  and  are  fpacious,  many  of  them  are 
very  large,  and  have  fine  gardens,  in  better 
order  than  any  I have  yet  feen  in  America. 

The  ftate-houfe  is  one  of  the  largeft 
public  buildings  in  the  United  States,  and  its 
interior  the  moft  complete  and  finiffied,  at 
leaft  as  far  as  the  plan  is  at  prefent  executed. 
This  ftruflure,  which  has  already  coft  one 
hundred  and  thirty  thoufand  dollars,  wjll 
probably  require  from  fifteen  to  twenty 
thoufand  more  before  it  is  completed,  which 
it  will  foon  be,  as  the  legiflature  grants  every 
year  the  neceflfary  fums  for  this  purpofe.  It 
contains  apartments  for  the  tribunals,  for  the 
alfemblies  of  the  executive  council,  and  rooms 
” ' * - ' £ v;  ..  for 
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for  the  principal  officers  of  the  ftate,  except 
for  the  governor,  who  has  a houfe  built  by 
the  ftate.  It  has  a large  cupola  with  a lan- 
tern at  the  top,  which  is  afcended  by  a com- 
modious  ftaircafe,  and  from  whence  there  is 
a profpeâ:  as  far  as  the  Atlantic,  beyond  the 
Chefapeak  ; of  the  peninfula  of  Delaware- 
bay;  and  of  the  little  point  of  Jerfey,  which 
feparates  it  from  Annapolis. 

The  college  is  another  very  confiderablc 
building.  It  has  an  endowment  of  five 
thoufand  dollars,  which  is  raifed  by  certain 
duties  of  tNhe  ftate,  fuch  as  licences,  fines,  &c. 
but  of  the  weft  part  of  Maryland  only* 
There  are  a hundred  fcholars  there,  and  it 
is  faid  that  the  mafters  of  it  are  very  good. 
The  Englifh,  the  learned  languages,  the 
French,  the  mathematics  as  far  as  aftronomy, 
fome  philofophv,  and  fome  common  law,  are 
taught  there. 

A church  large  enough  to  contain  three 

times  the  number  of  inhabitants  in  Annapolis 

1 

lliews,  that  at  the  time  it  was  built  there 
was  no  fufpicion  of  the  prefent  depopulation 
of  the  city,  which  does  not  contain  more 
than  two  thoufand  innabitants. 
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Annapolis  is,  however,  as  to  fociety,  one 
of  the  moft  agreeable  cities  of  the  United 
States  | hofpitalicy,  and  an  obliging  fincerity, 
are  in  no  part  fo  general;  all  the  families  are 
united,  and  a ftranger,  always  well  received 
among  them,  foon  finds  himfelf  at  his  eafe 
there. 

I had  a letter  for  Mr.  Cooke,  one  of  the 
moft  celebrated  counfellors  in  the  ftate.  He 
is  efteemed  as  one  of  thofe  who  unite  the 
greateft  talents  to  goodaefs/to  virtue,  and  to 
kindnefs.  He  is  faid  to  pofifefs  that  delicacy 
In  his  profeflion,  which  has  always  appeared 
to  me  to  be  ncceflary  to  make  that  of  a 
counfellor  the  principal,  and  the  moft  re- 
fpedlable,  of  all  others.  He  never  undertakes 
a doubtful  cafe;  and  his  fortune  permits  him 
to  do  his  duty  in  juft  caufes  without  emolu- 
ment, to  thole  clients  who  are  not  in  a fitua- 
non  to  pay  him.  Can  there  be,  for  a man  of 
talents  and  morality,  a fituation  in  life  prefer- 
able to  that  ? Always  the  advocate  of  juf- 
tice,  labouring  without  ceafing  to  have  it 
adminiftered,  in  the  manner  fuch  a clear  and 
virtuous  cpnfcience  fees  it  in  ; what  employ- 
ment of  life  can  be  compared  to  this  ? Here 

I point 
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I point  at  the  Speculators  in  lands,  in  the 
funds,  and  upon  the  ruin  of  others,  &c.  &c. — 
call  me  a fool  for  avowing  it- 

Mr.  Carrol,  one  of  the  richeft  inhabitants 
of  the  United  States,  has  alfo  a houfe  at  An- 
napolis, and  many  others  in  the  ftate  : he 
has  in  general  the  favourable  opinion  of  the 
people.  Mr.  Cooke  introduced  me  to  Mr. 
Ogle,  to  the  houle  of  Dr.  Murray,  and  to 
many  others.  All  that  I have  feeir  of  the 
men  and  women  of  this  city  leads  me  to  think 
it  one  of  the  places  which  a ftranger  would 
be  mo  ft  inclined  to  choofe,  if  he  did  not  catch 
the  difeafe  of  the  country — the  thirft  for  {pe- 
culation. 

Politics  are  here  what  they  are  in  that  part 
ofMaryland  I have  juft  quitted-  At  prefent 
the  people  here  are  held  in  admiration  by  the 
fuccefles  of  Buonaparte,  and  I am  very  glad 
to  have  arrived  at  this  period,  in  a city  which 
is  rather  diipofed  to  Englifh  opinions  than  to 
favourable  ones  of  my  country. 

A feparate  peace  with  the  emperor  is 
wifhed  for,  which  would  compel  that  of 
England.  It  is  by  far  the  deareft  of  my 
wiflies  5 but  let  us  hope  and  fpeak  of  forne- 
P p 4 thing 
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thing  elfe.  The  inhabitants  of  Annapolis 
fay  that  the  fituation  is  healthful,  yet  they 
confefs  that  they  are  fubjedt  to  fevers  in 
autumn.  The  country  has  not  the  appear- 
ance of  being  fo  unhealthy  as  that  of  the 
other  fide  of  the  bay  ; but  it  is  too  much 
furrounded  by  water  and  creeks  of  a flow  cur- 
rent, to  be  depended  upon  as  a falutary  abode. 

The  county  of  Ann  Arundel,  of  which 
Annapolis  is  alfo  the  chief  place,  is  peopled 
with  about  thirteen  thoufand  freemen,  and 
eleven  thoufand  flaves.  Wheat,  maize,  oats, 
and  tobacco,  are  cultivated  here.  Iron  is 
found,  and  three  or  four  forges  and  furnaces 
for  great  works  have  been  eftablilhed  .here 
during  fome  years. 

A cord  of  oak  wood  cofts  at  Annapolis  four 
dollars  and  a half,  that,  of  hiccory  five  and  a 
half.  Virginia  coals  have  been  burnt  here 
about  two  years. 

The  market  here  is  very  badly  provifioned  ; 
it  is  very  often  without  beef;  when  there  is 
any  it  fells  at  eight  pence  a pound,  and  mut- 
ton and  veal  at  ten  pence.  Fifh,  and  efpecially 
perch,  rockfifh,  and  fhads,  abound  in  the 
proper  feafoa  for  them. 


I learnt 
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1 learnt  at  Annapolis  that  Mr,  Carroll  in 
his  large  plantation  near  Ellicot’s  mill  had 
attempted  to  cultivate  the  vine,  without  fuo 
ceL,  though  he  had  employed  vine-dreffers 
whom  he  had  expreffly  fent  for  from  France. 
From  this  they  conclude  here  that  the  vine 
cannot  profper,  and  that  the  wine  cannot  be 
good.  This  proves  that  the  nature  of  the 
foil  and  of  the  climate  require  fome  particular 
care  and  attention,  of  which  good  obfervation, 
and  longer  experience,  may  lead  to  the  difco- 
very  of  the  fecret  ; but  it  is  impoffible  to 
fuppofe  that  the  foil  of  Maryland  is  incapable 
of  producing  good  grapes. 

THE  HISTORY,  CONSTITUTION,  AND 
LAWS  OF  MARYLAND. 

Annapolis  being  the  feat  of  government, 
it  appears  to  me  proper  to  place  here  what  I 
have  to  fay  of  the  hiftory  and  conftitution  of 
Maryland. 

The  northern  Rates  of  America  owe  their 
eftablifhment  to  the  perfections  which  the 
Prefbyterians  fuffered  in  England. 

Cecilius  Calvert,  Baron  of  Baltimore,  a 

Catholic, 
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Catholic,  received  at  his  requeft  in  1Ô33  a 
charter  from  Charles  the  Firft,  who  gave  to 
him  and  to  his  heirs  the  property  of  the 
countries  to  the  north  of  the  Potowmack. 
This  charter  granted  to  Cecilius  Calvert 
endowed  him  with  the  power  and  authority 
of  making  laws  both  civil  and  criminal,  of 
railing  taxes,  and  granting  honours. 

The  enabling  claufe  of  the  charter  ftated 
an  intention  of  extending  the  Chriftian  re- 
ligion : Charles  the  Firft  therein  engages  for 
himfelf  and  his  heirs,  never  to  lay  upon  the  in- 
habitants of  thefe  new  colonies  any  interior  tax 
by  an  exterior  legiflature. 

The  firft  colony,  compofed  of  about  two 
hundred  gentlemen  of  fortune  and  rank,  and 
the  fame  number  of  their  partizans  or 
domeftics,  all  Catholics,  landed  in  the  be- 
ginning of  1 Ô33  near  to  the  mouth  of  the 
Potowmack,  in  Chefapeak-bay.  They  gav%e 
to  their  eftabliihment  the  name  of  Maryland, 
fome  fay  in  honour  of  the  virgin,  others  that 
it  was  in  honour  of  Queen  Mary,  wife  of 
Charles  the  Firft.  They  made  their  eftàb- 
îifhment  in  concert  with  the  Indians,  of 
whom  they  bought  lands,  and  with  whom 

they 
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they  lived  in  great  cordiality.  They  re- 
ceived for  their  eftablifliment  more  fupçours 
from  thefe  favages  than  they  could  expe£l  ; 
they  provided  them  with  game,  and  the 
Indian  women  taught  them  how  to  make 
bread  of  maize,  &c. 

Lord  Baltimore  eftablilhed  his  colony  upon 
laws  of  entire  toleration  for  every  fe6t  of  the 
chriftian  religion,  without  preference  for  any, 
and  alfo  upon  thofe  of  civil  liberty.  This 
colony  received  fucceffively  many  new  emi- 
grations from  Europe,  and  a confiderable 
number  of  puritans  whom  the  laws  of  Vir- 
ginia drove  from  their  infant  fettlement,  in 
confequence  ©f  which  it  increafed  very  much* 
An  alfembly  of  freemen  formed  in  1Ô38,  in 
concert  with  Lord  Baltimore,  a kind  of  con- 
ftitution  for  the  formation  of  laws  which 
fhould  not  be  enforced  till  after  they  had  re- 
ceived Lthe  fanction  of  two  houfes,  and  the 
approbation  of  the  governor. 

In  the  midft  of  thefe  wife  eflablifliments  it 
is  painful  to  learn,  that  flavery  took  root  in 
this  colony  in  its  infancy,  for  an  afl  made 
by  an  affembly  of  freemen , in  giving  a de- 
finition of  the  people 7 pronounced  that  they 

confified 
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conjijled  of  all  the  inhabitants , the  faves  ex- 
cepted. 

This  colony  was  difturbed  fucceffively  by 
troubles,  which  were  quickly  appeafed  by 
Lord  Baltimore,  of  whom  it  appears  that 
prudence  and  excellent  condu6t  in  all  fitua- 
tions  never  failed  him. 

After  the  death  of  Charles  the  Firft  affairs 
changed.  Cromwell  was  acknowledged  by 
this  province,  which  was  then  dependent 
upon  England.  Lord  Baltimore  was  obliged 
to  take  refuge  in  Virginia.  The  Catholic 
religion  was  excluded  after  the  Englifh  re- 
ligion was  eftablifhed  by  law.  In  fhort,  after 
many  viciffitudes,  and  after  the  refloration 
of  Charles  the  Second,  Lord  Baltimore  was 
re-eftablifhed  in  the  property  of  the  flate  of 
Maryland,  where  his  heirs  were  fixed  till 
the  lafl  revolution,  in  which  a part  of  their 
pofleffions  Was  confifcated. 

The  conflitution  of  1Ô38  was  revifed  in 
1Ô50,  and  underwent  fome  changes,  was  fuf- 
pended  during  the  troubles,  but  after  thofe 
were  blown  over  it  was  reflored  to  full  vigour, 
and  remained  fo  till  177Ô,  when  the  prefent 
conflitution  was  made. 


By 
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By  this  conftitution  the  general  aflembly 
is  compofed  of  a houfe  of  delegates,  and  a 
fenate.  Each  county  choofes  four  members 
of  the  houfe  of  delegates  : there  are  feven- 
teen  counties,  and  the  cities  of  Annapolis 
and  Baltimore  nominate  two  each.  The 
houfe  of  delegates  is  renewed  every  year. 
The  conditions  required  to  become  a mem- 
ber are,  to  be  twenty- one  years  of  age,  a 
citizen  of  the  {late,  a refident  of  the  county 
of  one  year  {landing,  and  to  be  poffeffed  of 
a property  of  the  value  of  thirteen  hundred 
and  thirty  dollars.  The  electors  of  the  re- 
prefentatives  are  required  to  be  twenty-one 
years  of  age,  and  to  be  freemen,  poffeffing  a 
perfonal  property  of  eighty  dollars,  or  fifty 
acres  of  land.  There  are  fifteen  fenators 
who  are  chofen  for  five  years,  by  two  ele<5tors 
for  each  county,  chofen  by  the  ele£lors  who 
choofe  the  reprefentatives.  Seven  fenators 
out  of  the  fifteen  are  required  to  be  of  the 
eaftern  part  of  the  {late,  and  eight  of  the 
weftern  part  ; their  functions  all  ceafe  to- 
gether. In  order  to  become  a fenator  it  is 
required  to  be  twenty-five  years,  of  age,  to 

have 
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have  been  a refident  of  the  ftate  during  the 
three  years  preceding,  and  to  have  a property 
of  two  thoufand  fix  hundred  and  fixty-two 
dollars. 

The  executive  power  confifts  of  a governor 
and  five  counfellors;  they  are  chofen  by  the 
majority  of  the  two  houfe^  united.  The 
fame  conditions  required  to  become  a fenator 
are  required  to  become  a counfellor. 

The  governor  is  required  to  be  twenty-five 
years  of  age  at  leaft,  to  be  poffefled  of  pro- 
perty to  the  amount  of  thirteen  thoufand  two 
hundred  and  eighty-two  dollars,  and  to  have 
been  a refident  of  the  ftate  during  the  five 
preceding  years. 

The  governor,  with  the  advice  of  the 
council,  appoints  to  all  places,  except  to  thofe 
of  fheriffs,  treasurers,  and  coroners.  He  has 
the  power  of  expelling  thofe  from  office  who 
are  in,  except  the  judges.  He  annuls. or 
mitigates  fentences,  and  is  military  chief  by 
land  and  fea  : he  is  eleéïed  for  one  year  only, 
and  can  only  be  re-eleded  for  three  years  in 
feven.  His  place  is  filled  in  cafe  of  abfence 
or  death,  by  the  counfellor  of  the  oldeft  Hand- 
ing.* 
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ing.  Every  perfon  before  he  enters  into  any 
official  fun61ions  is  required  to  take  an  oath 
that  he  is  of  the  Chriftian  religion. 

With  very  few  exceptions,  very  reafonable 
and  of  fmall  extent,  all  property  in  Maryland 
is  fubjeâ:  to  taxation.  The  leghlature  has 
made  a valuation  of  the  lands  in  each  county, 
and  according  to  different  rates,  which  vary 
from  half  a dollar  to  four  and  a half.  Slaves 
are  valued  according  to  their  age  and  lex, 
from  as  low  as  forty  dollars  up  to  one  hundred 
and  twenty.  The  lots  in 'towns  are  valued 
in  proportion  to  their  rent  ; a hundred  dollars 
when  the  rent  is  eight  : the  houfes  at  a hun- 
dred dollars  for  every  lixteen  of  rent. 

Independently  of  thefe  general  taxes, 
every  advocate  at  the  time  of  his  ad  million 
into  a court  pays  eight  dollars,  and  fo  for 
every  year  he  continues  his  profeffion.  The 
licences  for  keeping  taverns  pay  eight  dollars  ; 
thofe  for  felling  fpirituous  liquors,  lixteen. 
Every  marriage  licence  pays  a tax  of  a dollar 
and  two  thirds. 

There  are  belides  thefe  a great  many  other 
taxes,  upon  legal  proceedings,  upon  judg- 
ments, upon  decifions  of  the  court  of  chan- 
cery, 
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eery,  and  upon  thofe  of  the  judge  of  the  office 
of  lands,  &c.  &c. 

When  the  ftate  has  an  occafion  for  taxes, 
the  legillature  which  votes  them  appoints  in 
the  fame  bill  five  commiffioners  for  the  county. 
Thefe_  commiffioners  affemble,  divide  the 
county  into  diftridts  for  taxation,  and  appoint 
an  affelfor  for  each  of  thefe  diftridts.  It  is 
the  duty  of  thefe  afTefifors  to  make  ufe  of  all 
legal  means  to  know  the  taxable  property  of 
every  individual.  Falfe  returns  made  by 
proprietors  are  puniffied  by  -an  augmentation 
of  the  tax,  to  the  double,  or  triple,  according 
to  the  nature  of  the  ‘cafe. 

The  bafes  for  the  valuation  of  lands,  and 
other  property  mentioned  above,  direct  the 
affeffors  in  afeertaining  the  quota  of  the  tax 
to  be  paid  by  each  individual.  Their  labour 
is  fubmitted  to  the  five  commiffioners  of  the 
county, "who  afterwards  appoint  the  colledtors; 
thefe  depofit  the  money  they  colled!  into 
the  treafury-cheft  of  one  of  the  two  parts 
of  the  ftate,  according  to  the  fituation  of 
the  county  where  the  taxis  raifed,  for  the 
more  ready  execution  of  their  duty,  under  the 
infpedtion  of  the  commiffioners  : the  col« 

ledtors 
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lectors  are  required  to  give  fecurity.  The 
goods,  movable  and  immovable,  of  taxable 
perfbns  may  be  feized  by  the  collectors,  in. 
default  of  payment,  and  thofe  alfo  of  the 
collectors  are  liable  to  feizure,  for  negligence 
in  their  colle&ion.  The  commiffioners  re- 
ceive a dollar  and  a half  for  every  day  they 
are  employed.  They  fix  the  falaries  of  the 
afTeflbrs,  which  cannot  exceed  fixty-fix  dol- 
. lars  : the  collectors  are  rewarded  with  four 
per  cent  of  what  they  receive.  The  ftate 
has  not  laid  a tax  fince  178Ô  ; it  amounted 
in  that  year  to  two  hundred  and  eighty- four 
thonfand  dollars,  and  the  expence  of  col- 
lection was  only  two  and  a half  per  cent. 
The  taxes  upon  the  profeffion  of  an  advo- 
cate, and  upon  licences  joined  to  thofe  which 
are  produced  by  legal  procédés,  by  fines,  &c. 
with  the  increafe  of  the  interefts  of  the  capi- 
tals of  the  ftate,  have  been  fufficient  to  pay 
all  the  expences  of  government,  which  are 
eftimated  from  feventy  to  eighty  thou  land 
dollars  per  annum.  The  ftate  has  no  debts 
except  that  of  a hundred  and  fifty-one  thou- 
fand  dollars  by  the  Union,  eftimated  by  the 
commiffioners  whom  I have  fo  often  men- 
Vol.  IIL  Qjj  tioned* 
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tioned.  It  has  in  the  Englifh  funds  fift f 
thoufand  pounds  fterling,  which  were  placed 
there  before  the  revolution,  of  which  Eng- 
land acknowledges  the  claim,  and  to  which 
even  the  Englifh  minifter  has  given  counte- 
nance $ but  Maryland  has  not  yet  been  able 
to  obtain  payment  from  the  bank  in  which 
thefe  Turns  are  placed.  The  ftate  is  de- 
prived of  this  income  by  particular  reafons 
of  ftate,  and  by  the  negligence  or  bad  con- 
du6t  of  its  agents  in  England.  So  this  capital 
of  fifty  thoufand  pounds  fterling  has  been 
increafing  by  accumulated  intereft  during 
thirty  years.  The  taxes  for  every  county 
are  not  the  fame,  but  they  are  taxed  at  the 
mean  rate  of  a dollar  and  a half  for  two  hun- 
dred and  feventy-feven  dollars  in  value  of  all 
taxable  property. 

The  towns  have  alfo  their  particular  taxes, 
according  to  their  wants;  that  of  Baltimore 
amounts  to  four  dollars  for  every  two  hun- 
dred and  feventy-feven  dollars  of  taxable  pro- 
perty. 

Every  one  acquires  the  rights  of  a citi- 
zen of  the  ftate  of  Maryland,  by  only  mak- 
ing oath  before  a public  officer  of  his  pro- 

felfion 
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fcfiion  of  Chriflianity,  and  of  allegiance  to 
the  laws,  and  to  the  ftate.  The  power  of 
poffe fling  every  fpecies  of  property,  and  of 
enjoying  all  the  advantages  of  a native  citi- 
zen  of  the  ftate,  is  the  immediate  confe- 
quence  of  this  oath,  except  the  right  of  per- 
forming public  functions.  Foreigners  are  ex- 
empt by  the  law  from  taxation  for  two  years* 
and  during  four  years  if  they  be  traders,  work- 
men, or  manufacturers. 

I cannot  fpeak  at  any  length  of  the  fyftem 
of  the  laws  of  Maryland,  becaufe  I have  not 
been  able  to  procure  a collection  of  them, 
notwithftanding  the  obligingnefs  of  the  per- 
lons to  whom  I applied.  I have  fpoken  in 
another  place  of  thofe  of  which  I had  a know- 
ledge as  far  as  I could  obtain  it. 

The  importation  of  negroes  from  Africa 
prohibited  by  the  law  ceafed  there  in  17Ô3. 
The  introduction  of  negroes  from  other  liâtes 
is  forbidden  by  a recent  law,  with  the  ne- 
ceffary  reftriCtion  for  the  emigrants  who  bring 
them  as  domeftics. 
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ROAD  TO  FEDERAL-CITY. 

* 

The  company  of  Mr.  Yates,  an  Englilh 
merchant,  whom  I had  feen  in  the  fociety 
at  Annapolis,  and  who  went  to  Upper  Marl - 
borough , induced  me  to  prefer  this  road,  not- 
withstanding the  inconveniency  of  three  paf- 
fages  over  rivers,  which  I could  have  avoid- 
ed by  taking  that  of  Bladenjburg . The  coun- 
try from  Annapolis  to  South-River  rifes  a 
little,  at  leaft  it  is  divided  by  fmall  eleva- 
tions, which  are  not  much  more  than  banks, 
fimilar  to  the  other  fide  of  the  bay.  The 
landfcape  is  en;bellifhed  with  handfome  coun- 
try-hobies,  and  with  farm-houfes,  almoft  all 
of  br  ck,  which  are  more  frequent  here. 
The  lands  are  not  ftripped  of  trees,  like  thofe 
on  the  olh-r  fide  ; and  as  at  this  feafon  the 
fruit-trees  begin  to  bloffom,  they  are  more 
diftinguiftiable^by  their  colours  than  at  any 
other  time  of  the  year.  The  lands  as  far  as 
South-River  are  cultivated  for  corn,  which  is 
grown  almoft  every- where  $ for  maize,  which 
is  not  planted  fo  early  $ and  the  reft  is  laid 
out  into  meadows.  In  other  refpeds,  there 
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is  every-where  the  fame  negligence  of  til- 
lage, wooden  fences,  and  what  is  more  dif* 
agreeable  and  fatiguing  to  a traveller,  a great 
number  of  gates  to  open.  South  River  is 
paffed  by  a very  good  ferry-boat,  at  about 
two  miles  from  its  mouth  in  the  bay  ; the 
paffage  is  a league,  the  breadth  of  the  river 
more  than  a mile,  ànd  its  navigation  does 
not  extend  three  miles  farther.  At  the  head 
of  the  navigation  there  is  an  infpeftion  or 
excite  office  for  tobacco,  which  is  carried  on 
by  the  fame  means  as  in  Virginia,  but  with 
lefs  care  than  upon  James-River.  The  prc- 
fpedt  in  paffing  the  South-River  is  rich  and 
agreeable  ; the  ground  rifes  and  falls  in  gen- 
tle undulations,  and  is  well  furniffied  with 
trees.  The  nature  of  the  country  beyond 
the  river  is  the  fame,  and  much  more  varie- 
gated than  on  this  fide.  At  prefent  they  are 
preparing  the  lands  for  the  planting  of  to- 
bacco. After  having  worked  the  land  it  is 
thrown  into  fmall  hillocks  : this  is  the  mode 
of  their  aflual  labour  in  the  fields.  During 
that  time  the  tobacco  fown  upon  beds  pre- 
pared for  that  purpofe,  as  I have  obferved  in 
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fpeaking  of  Virginia,  begins  to  rife  up.  In 
fome  fields  it  is  kept  covered  under  leaves, 
or  dry  branches  of  trees.  In  others  where 
the  fields  are  clofer,  or  where  there  is  a na- 
tural (loping  in  the  land  in  a good  fituation, 
it  is  not  covered.  The  cultivation  of  to- 
bacco, which  had  been  very  much  ncgledted 
during  feveral  years,  is  more  followed  this 
year  on  account  of  the  high  price  it  bears 
in  Europe  ; but  the  foil  has  been  fo  long 
worked  with  this  exhaufting  produce,  and 
is  fo  badly  manured  (for  manure  is  abfo~ 
lutely  neceffary  for  tobacco  when  the  foil  is 
not  newly  broken  up),  that  it  is  not  capable 
of  producing  good  crops.  The  corn  is  here 
very  feldom  attacked  by  the  Heffian  fly,  and 
the  cultivators  of  this  fide  of  the  bay  are 
equally  unacquainted  with  the  caufe  of  their 
being  exempt  from  them  as  thofe  on  the 
other  fide  are  with  the  reafon  why  they  are 
tormented  with  them. 

During  the  laft  three  days  the  weather 
has  been  what  would  be  called  very  hot  in 
fummer,  and  there  have  been  four  days, 
during  which  it  was  fo  cold  as  to  require  a 

great 
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great  coat  to  rde  in.  Thefe  fudden  and  ir^ 
regular  variations  in  the  temperature  are  ex- 
tremely incommodious. 

The  woods  upon  the  road  are  but  few, 
and  thefe  few  which  remain  are  cutting 
down  to  make  room  for  the  fowing  of  to- 
bacco. New  land  that  is  tolerably  good  will 
produce  two  crops  of  it  following  each  other 
fucceffively  ; but  after  that  it  would  be  in- 
capable of  producing  any  thing  without  ma- 
nure. In  every  place  upon  my  journey  I 
have  obferved  the  greateft  quantity  of  land, 
which  I have  feen  to  be  in  an  exhaulted 
ftate  : never  any  manure,  no  reftorative  til- 
lage, no  change  in  the  productions,  nor  any 
of  thefe  fimple  procédés  in  agriculture  which 
tend  to  invigorate  the  foil.  Independently  of 
the  expences  of  making,  and  the  cuftoms 
to  be  overcome  in  eftablifhing  an  order  of 
things  fo  eifentially  ufeful,  the  planters  give 
as  a reafon  for  continuing  their  bad  fyftem 
of  culture,  the  necefiity  there  is  qf  obtaining 
large  crops  of  maize  for  the  provifion  of 
their  numerous  Haves.  This  reafon,  which 
pan  arife  only  from  want  of  reflection,  or 
from  lazinefs,  may  ferve  to  prove  however 
ÇVq  4 th$t 
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that  the  inhabitants  of  Maryland  begin  to  feel 
fome  inconvenience  from  their  negroes. 

The  river  of  Potakent>  which  is  pafled  at 
Mount-Pleafant-ferry,  is  but  about  a hundred 
fathoms  wide  there,  but  this  point  is  feventy- 
five  miles  from  its  mouth  in  the  bay,  and  it 
is  only  five  miles  from  Mount-Pleafant, where 
it  ceafes  to  be  navigable  for  vefleis  of  two 
hundred  tons  burden. 

Green  trees,  of  which  there  are  but  few 
to  be  feen  in  the  eaft  part  of  Maryland,  at 
leaf:  in  the  counties  which  I have  pafled 
through,  are  much  more  abundant  on  this 
fide  ; but  not  fo  much  fo  as  in  many  other 
ftates.  The  cedar,  the  Scotch-pine,  the  cy- 
prefs,  and  the  fpruce-tree,  are  the  moft  com- 
mon. There  are  alfo  fome  pines  called  pins 
du  Lord , but  their  number  is  but  fmail. 

Upper-Marlborough  is  three  miles  from 
Mount-Pleafant-ferry  : it  is  the  chief  place 
of  Prince  George’s-County.  The  court'of 
juftice  was  fitting  on  the  day  I pafled  there  ; 
and  the  only  inn  of  this  fmail  village  con- 
tains, or  entertains,  all  thofe  whom  bufinefs 
or  curiofity  always  draws  to  a court.  It  was 
then  crowded,  and  the  certainty  that  it  would 

be 
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be  fo  had  taken  Mr.  Cook  from  Annapolis, 
for  the  purpofe  of  engaging  me  not  to  flop 
till  I came  to  the  houie  ot  Mr.  Dixes,  five 
miles  further,  for  whom  he  had  given  me  a 
letter.  This  mode  is  very  much  praéiifed 
in  Maryland  and  Virginia,  where  hofpitality 
is  the  general  character  ; and  the  delicacy  of 
an  European,  which  at  firfl  feems  backward 
in  pr  fiting  freely  by  this  hofpitality,  foon  be*- 
comes  reconciled  to  it,  when  he  fees  how 
fimple  and  natural  it  is,  and  how  the  mafters 
of  houfes  who  load  a traveller  with  kind- 
nefs  feem  to  be  pleafed  with  him  for  hav- 
ing given  them  an  opportunity  of  treating 
him  in  that  manner.  All  agree  in  faying 
that  this  difpofition  is  more  general  in  Ma- 
ryland and  Virginia  than  any-where  elfe  ; 
but  it  is  my  duty  to  repeat  that  I have  found 
it  common  throughout  America. 

Embracing  the  favour  of  Mr.  Cook’s  let- 
ter, I went  to  Mr.  Dixe’s  ; a young  woman 
carried  it  to  him,  and  in  a little  time  after  I 
was  introduced  into  the  parlour  of  an  old 
man  who  could  hardly  walk  ; but  he  re- 
ceived me  in  the  befl  manner.  He  is  not 
the  mailer  of  the  houfe  ; it  belongs  to  the 
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widow  of  his  brother,  With  whom  he  lodges* 
and  to  whom  I was  immediately  prefented. 
She  is  a woman  of  about  fixty  years  of  age, 
of  very  agreeable  manners,  with  the  deport- 
ment and  tone  of  the  beft  company.  I was 
recommended  to  the  old  man  ; his  infirnj 
flats  feemed  to  claim  my  moft  affiduous  at- 
tention ; it  is  of  him  then  which  I have  the 
moft  tq  obferve.  1 his  good  old  man,  of 
ninety  years  of  age,  fpoke  with  great  ani- 
mation, and  particularly  againft  France.  He 
is  a catholic,  a prieft,  and  a je  fuit  : thefe 
titles  are  certainly , fufficient  to  juftify  the 
pafiion  with  which  he  exprefied  hirnfelf  up- 
on every  thing  relative  to  that  country,  ex- 
cept the  priejls  and  the  nobility , who,  faid  hey 
deferve  to  have  an  abode  in  another  country . 
44  I was  reading, v laid  he,  a French  book 
when  you  came  in,  and  one  of  the  beft  in 
your  language  ; though  I de t eft  your  coun- 
try, peopled  long  fince  with  atheifts  and  vil- 
lains, I like  its  language,  for  there  are  here 
and  there  good  French  works,  better  than  in 
any  other  language.”  I was  curious  to  know' 
what  my  good  old  hoft  regarded  as  the  ma- 
fter-piece  of  French  literature.  It  was  the 
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mandate  of  the  archbuhop  Chriftopher  of 
Beaumont  againft  the  decree  uf  the  par- 
liament of  Paris  for  the  prolcription  of  the 
Jefuits.  “ Oh  ! fir,”  added  he,  “ your  people 
are  the  dregs  of  nations,  a race  of  mif- 
creants.  It  is  for  the  punifhment  of  their 
fins  that  God  has  permitted  the  prefent  re- 
volution; it  is  a fcourge  which  he  has  in 
his  hand  to  chaflife  that  infidel  people,  and 
which  he  will  never  lay  down  till  his  wrath 
(hall  be  appeafed,  and  that  will  probably  be 
a long  time  firft,  for  he  has  a great  many 
fins  to  punifh.”  It  was  not  my  intention  to 
hurt  the  feelings  of  this  old  jefuit,  who  all 
this  time  offered  me  wine,  afked  me  in  the 
moft  cordial  manner  to  dine  with  him,  and 
engaged  me  to  pals  feveral  days  at  his  houfe. 
I only  reprefented  to  him,  in  a gentle  man- 
ner, that  it  appeared  to  me  that  the  wrath  of 
God  would  not  be  confined  to  the  chaftife- 
ment  of  the  French  people  $ and  that  they 
might  alfo  be  confidered  as  a fcourge  which 
God  would  make  ufe  of  to  punifh  fomc 
other  powers,  fuch  as  the  emperor  for  ex- 
ample, upon  whom  the  late  vidories  of 
Buonaparte  fell,  and  our  holy  father  the 

Pope, 


604  TRAVELS  THROUGH 

Pope,  who  at  that  time  was  in  fuch  danger, 
and  who  neverthelefs  was  furely  not  a fm- 
ner.  “ O ! fir,”  replied  he,  “ all  this  is  only 
a temporary  evil  to  our  holy  father  ; God 
will  declare  himfelf  in  his  favour  when  he 
thinks  it  a proper  feafon  fot  that  purpofe  : 
but  he  will  never  pardon  this  race  of  atheifts 
and  rafcals  ; and  you  will  foon  fee  them  dif- 
perfed  and  annihilated,  un! efs  that  God  will 
fuffer  them  to  be  recalled  to  the  fakh  and 
pra&ice  of  their  fathers  : but  I fear  that  the 
goodnefs  of  God  cannot  go  fo  far  towards  a 
people  who  have  fo  long  continued  to  amafs 
iuch  enormous  crimes  upon  their  heads,  “ In 
fhort,”  continued  this  exafperated  old  man, 
u do  you  defire  to  know  the  true  caufe  of  the 
French  revolution  ? A great  number  of  our 
brave  catholics  here  fee  it  in  the  writings  of 
Voltaire  and  RoufTeau  ; but  I think  other- 
wife.  They  were  doubtlefs  very  worthlefs 
men,  whofe  writings  have  fpread  very  bad 
principles,  but  that  is  not  the  caufe  of  the 
French  revolution  ; it  arofe  entirely  from  the 
deftruétion  of  the  fociety  of  Jefuits.  A peo-i 
pie  who  has  committed  fuch  a crime  was  a 
foolifli  and  abominable  race,  and  who  would 
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dcftroy  of  courfe  all  power,  all  property,  and 
overthrow  all  the  laws,  fince  they  had  de~ 
ftroyed  an  order  of  men  fo  ufeful,  lo  facred, 
and  fo  obvioully  the  favourites  of  God.”  1 
was  fcrupulous  of  contradicting  my  aged  hoft, 
otherwife  fo  obliging,  whom  I Ihould  have 
fo  little  convinced,  and  whom  my  opinion 
would  have  fo  badly  recompenfod  for  a good 
reception.  It  was  neceffary  to  deplore  a little 
with  him  the  deft  ruCtion  of  fuch  a holy  fo- 
çiety,  the  deftruCtion  of  the  principle  of  all 
virtue,  and  of  all  order,  and  to  acknowledge 
that  the  true  caufe  of  the  French  revolution 
was  in  the  abolition  of  the  Jefuits,  where* 
till  then,  I confefled  I had  been  fo  little  en- 
lightened as  not  to  have  fought  for  it.  I had 
alfo  to  attend  to  a young  babbler  of  a prleft* 
who  was  not  willing  to  grant  that  the  de- 
ftruCtion of  the  Jefuits  was  the  moft  hideous 
and  the  moft  unpardonable  of  crimes.  In 
this  manner  I pleafed  my  old  Jefuit,  and 
amufed  myfelf  by  contradicting  the  young 
pedant,  until  dinner-time.  It  was  Wednei- 
day  in  paffion  week,  the  dinner  was  there- 
fore very  fparing,  quite  catholic,  and  con- 
fequently  not  very  reftorative  to  a traveller. 

Ido 
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I do  not  know  whether  my  friends  will  ex- 
cufe  me  for  making;  fuch  a long  article  of 
this  dotard  ; but  at  leaft  it  will  be  an  ad- 
ditional proof  to  this  indubitable  and  well- 
known  truth,  that  intereft  and  the  paffions 
are  the  fpefiacles  through  which  men  view 
the  greateft  events.  Marcel  faw  the  in- 
tereft of  kingdoms  and  the  great  fecret  of 
diplomacy  in  the  art  of  dancing,  in  its  pro- 
pagation, and  as  he  faid  in  a minuet  ; and 
the  old  Rev.  Mr.  Dixes  faw  the  French  re- 
volution in  the  deftrudion  of  the  Jefuits. 

As  to  the  reft,  the  manner  of  treating  the 
injuries  of  my  country  excepted,  it  is  im- 
poffible  to  have  (hewn  more  kindnefs  for  me 
than  old  Mr.  Dixes  did,  and  to  have  been 
more  obliging  and  more  civil  than  Mrs. 
Dixes,  his  fifter-in-law,  who  is  really  ami- 
able, and  appears  to  be  altogether  a very  good 
woman. 

I had  met  in  paffing  over  Mount-Pleafant- 
ferry  a young  man,  who  underftanding  that 
I intended  to  go  to  Federal-City,  propofecT 
that  we  fliould  travel  together,  and  pro- 
mifed  to  meet  me  at  the  houle  of  the  old 
jefuit.  He  was  faithful  to  his  appointment. 

Two 
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Two  other  inhabitants  of  Federal-City  were 
with  him,  fo  that  by  their  company  I was 
eafied  of  the  inquietude  comtnon  to  ft  rangers 
travelling  in  Maryland,  left  they  fhould  lofe 
their  way,  for  there  are  no  direction  pofts 
by  the  road  fide  to  point  out  the  true  way* 
and  the  houfes  are  fo  thinly  fcattered,  that  a 
traveller  may  wander  about  a great  deal  with- 
out having  an  opportunity  of  being  informed 
of  the  right  road. 

The  politics  of  my  new  travelling  com- 
panions were  very  different  from  thofe  of 
the  houfe  I had  juft  quitted.  “ Is  it  true/’ 
faid  one  of  them  to  me,  “ that  France  haï 
declared  war  againjl  America  f”  u I believe 
nothing  of  it*”  anfwered  I ; “ France  loves 
America  fincerely  * (lie  has  a littie  quarrel 
with  the  government,  but  (he  willies  for  no- 
thing more  than  the  happinefs  and  profperity 
of  the  people  of  America.” 

4<  Thefe  reports  of  a declaration  of  war  are 
falfe,  and  fpread  by  the  merchants  who  wife 
to  raife  the  price  of  their  commodities,  or  by 
the  Englife  who  wife  the  Americans  to  hate 
the  French.”  “ Ah  ! fir,  they  will  never 
fucceed  in  that  ; and  fhould  France  be  in  the 
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wrong,  (he  has  rendered  us  fervices  fufficient 
not  to  be  treated  fo  rigoroufly  : and  as  for 
me,  if  this  country  fhould  go  to  war  with 
France,  I would  go  over  to  the  fide  of  the 
French,  and  take  my  friends  with  me.** 
€C  And  I alfo”““  And  I alfc,”  faid  the  other 
two.  “ If  an  American  were  to  fight  againft 
a Frenchman,”  faid  they  in  the  courfe  of 
their  converfation,  in  which  I took  part  only 
for  the  fake  of  fupporting  it,  “ that  would 
be  like  fighting  againft  his  father.”  “ And 
worfe  ftill,”  laid  another,  “ for  our  father 
has  only  given  us  life,  and  it  very  often  hap* 
"pens  that  he  does  not  give  us  any  money. 
France  has  given  us  liberty,  advanced  us 
millions  when  our  paper  currency  was  in 
great  difcredit,  and  that  at  a time  when  ftie 
was  not  fure  that  we  (hould  ever  be  able  to 
repay  it  ; and  fhe  has  lent  us  troops  and 
fhips.  Thefe  villanous  Bnglifh  merchants 
with  us  to  forget  all  this,  that  they  may  iell 
us  their  merchandize  the  dearer,  but  they  will 
not  fucceed  in  their  defign.” 

The  affeétion  which  thefe  brave  fellows 
fo  plainly  manifefted  to  have  for  France 
was  united  with  an  attachment  for  the  un- 
fortunate 
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fortunate  M.  de  la  Fayette  ; and  it  is  re- 
marked,  that  it  is  the  fame  throughout  Ame- 
rica, and  that  the  lentiment  of  hatred  for 
France,  and  indifference  about  la  Fayette, 
are  alfo  found  united  in  the  oppofite  party. 

“ Is  it  not  fhameful,”  faid  my  fellow  tra- 
vellers, “ that  the  United  States  fhould  have 
done  nothing  for  that  brave  man  who  has 
rendered  us  fo  many  fervices  ? If  the  prefix 
dent  had  demanded  him  from  the  Emperor, 
it  is  certain  he  would  have  given  him  up  to 
us,  for  he  belongs  to  us.”  “ Without  doubt,” 
added  they,  “ the  prelident  thought  that  he 
did  well  in  not  demanding  him,  but  he  would 
have  done  better  if  he  had,  and  alfo  if  he 
had  not  made  that  infamous  treaty  ; and  be 
allured,  fir,  that  we  are  very  numerous  in 
every  part  of  America  who  think  the  fame.” 

I detail  this  converfation — >to  which  I af- 
firm that  I add  nothing — in  the  firft  place, 
perhaps,  becaufe  it  gave  me  pleafure,  and 
then  becaufe  it  is,  whatever  the  Englifh  may 
fay  of  it,  the  expreffion  of  the  fentiments  of 
a great  majority  of  the  people  of  America  ; 
fentiments  which  France  ought  carefully  to 
maintain  without  abufing  them,  and  which, 
Vojl.  III.  R r iu 
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ia  the  mean  time,  fhe  would  put  an  end 
to  by  alienating  them,  if  fhe  were  not  ta 
conduit  herfelf  with  juftice  and  liberality 
towards  America— if  fhe  does  not  fpeedily 
put  a flop  to  all  the  piracies  which  are  exer- 
eifed  at  this  time  by  her  eommiffioners  in 
the  Weft- Indies,  at  which  every  honeft 
Frenchman  revolts  who  is  a friend  to  his 
country,  under  whatever  denomination  he 
may  come. 

I could  every  day  recount  fimilar  exam- 
ples, for  there  are  but  few  taverns  at  which 
I ftop  where  I do  not  hear  the  fame  ex- 
preffions  of  attachment,  from  which  I be- 
come every  day  more  perfuaded  of  the  ne~ 
ceffity  of  fpreading  in  this  country  wife  and 
moderate  writings,  which  fhould  difplay  the 
ailual  political  fituation  of  France  with  the 
United  States,  andfhew  that  fhe  is  the  friend 
of  America,  and  that  it  is  her  intereft  always 
to  be  fo* 

The  country  from  Upper  Marlborough  to 
Eaftern-branch  rifes  fucceffivcly,  and  every- 
where prefents  the  fame  range  of  barren  and 
bad  cultivated  lands.  From  the  tops  of  the 
mountains  which  border  upon  the  Eaftern- 

branch^ 
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branch,  the  river  Potowmack  is  feen  far  be- 
yond George-Town,  and  as  far  as  Alexandria. 
The  Eaftern-branch  is  alfo  feen  in  its  courfe 
for  five  or  fix  miles  ; and,  in  fhort,  there  is  a 
prolped  of  the  whole  fite  of  the  new  city, 
the  public  and  private  buildings  of  which 
may  be  diftinguilhed  as  they  rife  : this  view 
is  fublime  and  beautiful,  but  fufficiently  con- 
fined by  the  heights  beyond  the  Potowmack 
to  enable  the  eye  to  embrace  the  various  ob- 
jects of  it  without  being  loft  in  its  immen- 
fity. 

The  county  of  Prince  George,  of  which 
Upper  Marlborough  is  the  chief  place,  is 
peopled  by  about  twenty-two  thoufand  in- 
habitants, of  which  twelve  thoufand  are  ne- 
gro (laves.  Tobacco  is  cultivated  here  in  a 
confiderably  large  quantity,  and  is  reckoned  . 
the  beft  in  Maryland. 

It  may  be  remarked,  that  in  this  county, 
as  in  almoft  all  the  others  in  this  ftate,  the 
old  towns  or  villages  are  built  at  the  place 
where  the  rivers  begin  to  be  navigable,  be- 
caufe  tobacco  being  formerly  the  only  article 
of  exportation,  it  was  neceflary  that  the 
warehoufes  for  infpeding  it  fhould  be  placed 
Rr  2 in 
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in  fuch  fituations,  and  they  have  ferved  as  a 
pattern  to  other  houfes. 

The  Eafterri-branch  is  paffed  in  a tolerably 
good  boat,  a little  too  flat,  and  a great  deal 
too  fmall  for  the  quantity  of  horfes  which 
are  taken  into  it.  I paffed  in  this  boat  with 
ten  horfes  and  a carriage,  and  was  uneafy  till 
I arrived  on  the  other  fide.  The  paflage 
over  this  river  is  from  three  quarters  of  a 
mile  to  a league.  After  having  croffed  it 
you  enter  into  Federal-City,  that  is  to  fay, 
in  its  fire,  for  at  prefent  there  are  only  a 
few  houfes  to  be  feen  in  this  capital  of  the 
United  States — in  this  metropolis  of  North 
America. 

But  as  Federal-City  is  by  its  deftination, 
or  at  leafi:  by  the  projedt  of  its  deftination,  a 
principal  point  in  the  territory,  as  well  as  in 
the  interior  policy  of  the  United  States,  I 
fhall  fpeak  of  it  at  fome  length,  and  in  fuçh 
a manner  that  the  hiftory  of  this  great  pro- 
ject may  be  well  comprehended  ; and  of  the 
means  employed  for  its  execution,  of  its  fitua- 
tion,  adlual  and  defigned,  as  well  as  a ma- 
ture examination  of  all  the  circumftances  en- 
able me  to  forefee. 
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FEDERAL-CITY. 

A little  time  after  the  conditution  of  the 
United  States  was  made,  its  partizans — and 
no  one  was  then  accufed  of  not  being  fo — - 
law,  that  to  make  the  fydem  of  confederation 
complete  it  was  neceflary  to  eftablifh  a general 
feat  of  government  in  a central  point  of  the 
United  States,  independent  of  every  particu- 
lar {late,  and  of  which  the  fovereignty 
ihould  belong  to  the  Union.  As  the  gene- 
ral government  exercifed  a judicial  authority 
apart  from  that  of  the  feveral  dates,  the 
vicinity  of  its  tribunals  to  thofe  of  a par- 
ticular date,  which,  having  a jurifprudence 
of  its  own,  might  infiiér  a different  punifh- 
ment  from  that  of  the  Union  for  the  fame 
crime,  and  even  on  the  fame  fpot,  was  a 
great  inconvenience,  and  was  to  be  reme- 
died. The  advantages  reful'ting  from  the 
refidence  of  the  general  government  in  a 
particular  date  might  be  the  oecafion  of  jca- 
loufy  among  the  dates,  and  caufe  the  diflo- 
lution  of  the  Union  ; and  this  fource  of  did 
çontent  it  was  neceflary  to  remove  : neither 
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Philadelphia  nor  New- York  was  placed  in 
the  centre  of  the  ftates  ; and  the  deputies  of 
the  fouthern  ftates  being  removed  at  a greater 
diftance  from  the  feat  of  the  government 
than  thofe  of  the  north,  this  circumftance 
might  be  a caufe  of  diffatisfadion  to  the 
former,  and  interrupt  that  harmony  it  was 
fo  important  to  preferve.  To  conclude  ; the 
fovereign  government  having  fomething  of  a 
fidion  in  its  exiftence,  its  eftablifhment  in  a 
territory  belonging  folely  to  the  Union,  and 
in  which  it  could  exercife  all  ads  of  fove- 
reignty  without  any  mixture  of  other  fove- 
reign authority,  would  give  it  a greater  ap- 
pearance of  reality  : fuch  were  the  princi- 
pal reafons  which  were  in  fad  plaufible  for 
adopting  the  fcheme  of  placing  the  refidence 
of  the  general  government  in  a territory  ab- 
folutely  ceded  to  the  Union.  In  July  1790 
the  Congrefs  pafted  a law  to  this  effed,  in 
which  the  following  are  the  principal  pro- 
vifions  : 

lit.  To  authorize  the  general  government 
to  accept,  for  the  permanent  feat  of  its  refid- 
ence, a territory  which  fhall  not  exceed  ten 
miles  fquare,  at  the  confluence  of  the  Potow- 
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mack  and  the  Eallerri-branch,  or  Connoge « 
cheque  ; but  with  a refervation  to  the  ftate  in 
whole  limits  the  territory  at  prefent  is,  of 
the  exercife  of  its  fovereignty  without  im- 
peachment by  this  law,  till  the  aélual  efta- 
blijfhment  of  the  general  government  in  fuch 
territory,  unlels  the  Congrefs  lhall  provide 
otherwife  by  a fubfequent  law. 

2d.  To  authorize  the  prefident  of  the 
United  States  to  appoint,  and  continue  with 
falaries,  three  commiffioners  to  furvey,  mea- 
sure, and  defcribe  the  limits  of  fuch  diftrift, 
with  the  limitations  above  provided  ; the 
faid  commiffioners  to  a6l  under  the  dire&iou 
and  control  of  the  prefident  of  the  United 
States. — Two  of  the  three,  at  leaft,  agree- 
ing to  each  a£t. 

3d.  To  authorize  the  faid  commiffioners 
to  purchafe  or  receive  the  ceffion  of  fuch 
lands  on  the  eaft  bank  of  the  Potowmack 
as  the  prefident  of  the  United  States  fhall 
judge  proper  for  the  ufe  of  the  general  go- 
vernment ; and  to  enjoin  the  faid  commit 
fioners  to  have  in  preparation  on  the  frft 
Monday  in  December  1800  the  buildings  ner 
ceffaryfor  the  reception  of  the  Congrefs,  the 
R r 4 prefident.. 
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prelident,  and  other  officers  of  the  United 
States  i the  whole  to  be  ere6ted  upon  plans 
adopted  by  the  prefident, 

4th,  To  authorize  and  enjoin  the  prefi- 
dent to  accept  donations  of  money,  which 
may  be  contributed  towards  the  defraying 
the  expences  of  fuçh  acquifitions  and  build- 
ings, 

5 th.  To  declare,  that  on  the  flrft  Mon- 
day of  December  1800  the  government  of 
the  United  States  fhall  be  transferred  to  fuch 
diflriâ  and  place  as  is  before  mentioned. 
To  require,  that  the  lèverai  offices  attached 
to  the  government  fhall,  in  like  manner,  be 
transferred  to  the  lame  place,  under  the 
fuperintendancc  pf  thofe  who  at  the  time 
being  lhall  be  at  the  head  of  fuch  offices  * 
and  that  thenceforth  the  bufinefs  of  luch 
offices  fhall  be  tranfa&ed  only  in  the  faid 
place  : and  to  affign  for  the  payment  of  the 
expences  occalioned  by  fuch  removal  the  du*- 
ties  on  importation  and  tonnage  to  the  extent 
necelFary. 

This  law,  which  palfed  while  the  Congrefs 
fat  at  New  York,  provided  alfo,  that  the 
government  of  the  ynited  States  Ihould  he 

removed 
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removed  to  Philadelphia,  to  remain  there  till 
the  firfi:  Monday  of  December  18oo,  the 
period  of  its  inftallation  in  its  permanent  re- 
sidence. 

The  Congrefs  had  been  previoufly  affured 
of  the  favourable  difpofition  of  the  States  of 
Virginia  and  Maryland  towards  this  plan  ; 
both  one  and  the  other  having,  in  preceding 
fittings  of  their  legiflatures,  offered  to  cede 
the  part  of  their  territory  neceffary  to  its 
completion.  The  feat  of  the  government 
certainly  could  not  be  better  chofen  : it  was 
not  only  central,  but  was  at  a diftance  from 
all  danger  of  being  diflurbed  by  a foreign 
power,  in  any  cafe  of  war  ; and  was  a fitua- 
tion  favourable  for  the  erection  of  a great 
commercial  city,  with  ample  means  of  be- 
ing furniflied  with  provisions,  and  in  a fine 
and  healthy  fpot. 

As  the  States  of  Virginia  and  Maryland 
had  an  evident  advantage  in  the  eflablifh- 
tnent  of  the  government  in  the  place  chofen 
by  this  law,  they  were  active  to  forward 
the  execution  of  the  fcheme,  towards  which 
Virginia  gave  the  union  the  fum  of  a hun- 
dred aud  twenty  thoufand  dollars,  and  Ma- 
ryland, 
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rylànd,  feventy-two  thoufand  dollars.  The 
proprietors  of  lands  on  the  fpot  chofen  for 
the  new  city  had  an  intereft  ftill  more  im- 
mediate in  the  plan.  They  gave  the  Union 
the  abfolute  property  of  the  half  of  the  lots 
of  which  the  city  was  to  be  compofed.  They 
alfo  gratuitoully  ceded  all  the  ground  necef- 
jfery  for  ftreets  and  fquares,  with  a referva- 
tion  of  eighty  dollars  to  be  paid  for  every 
acre  employed  in  forming  public  gardens. 
The  lots  remaining  in  the  hands  of  individual 
proprietors,  and  thofe  that  became  the  pro- 
perty of  the  federal  government,  were  to  be 
fo  diftributed  that  individuals  and  the  go- 
vernment fhould  equally  divide  the  advan- 
tage and  inconvenience  of  the  refpe£tive  litu- 
ations  of  the  lèverai  lots. 

In  March  179Ô  the  Congrefs  pafled  a law, 
by  which  the  commiffioners  were  empower- 
ed to  borrow,  with  the  fan 61  ion  of  the  pre- 
sident of  the  United  States,  the  fum  of  three 
hundred  thoufand  dollars,  to  defray  the  ex** 
pences  of  the  eftablifhment  ordered  by  the 
law  of  1790?  with  provifoes,  that  they  fhould 
not  borrow  more  than  two  hundred  thoufand 
dollars  in  the  fame  year,  nor  pay  more  than 

fix 
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fix  per  cent  for  the  loan  ; that  the  fums 
borrowed  ffiould  be  redeemable  in  1803  ; 
and  that  the  lots  in  the  citv  belonging  to 
the  government,  not  fold,  and  deftined  to  be 
fo,  ffiould  be  the  pledge  for  the  loan,  and  the 
means  of  its  re-payment,  the  United  States 
undertaking  to  make  good  the  deficiency,  if 
there  ffiould  be  any.  The  fame  law  en- 
joined the  commiffioners  to  make  a return 
every  fix  months  to  the  fecretary  of  the  trea- 
fury  of  expenditures  of  the  fums  thus  bor- 
rowed. 

The  commiffioners,  therefore,  had  at  their 
difpofition  a hundred  and  ninety-two  thou- 
fand  dollars,  the  donations  of  Virginia  and 
Maryland  ; and  three  hundred  thoufand  dol- 
lars, the  loan  authorized  by  the  Congrefs, 
independent  of  the  produce  of  the  fale  of 
lots,  the  property  of  the  general  government, 
which  they  were  empowered  to  fell,  with 
certain  reftridlions  impofed  by  the  prefident 
of  the  United  States. 

The  navigation  of  the  Potowmack  was 
interrupted  in  many  places  below  Cumber- 
land, to  the  diftance  of  a hundred  and  ninety- 
two  miles  from  the  feat  of  the  new  city; 

but 
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but  more  efpecially  at  fifteen  miles  above 
George-Town,  where  there  was  a great  fall, 
and  at  a place  fix  miles  nearer,  where  there 
was  a lefs  confiderable  fall.  A company  had 
been  incorporated  by  the  ftates  of  Virginia 
and  Maryland,  in  1784,  by  the  name  of  the 
Potowmack  Company,  with  a grant  of  tolls  on 
different  canals  they  had  undertaken.  The 
adoption  of  the  fcheme  of  eftablifhing  the 
general  government  on  the  banks  of  the  Po- 
towmack, gave  new  adivity  to  thefe  under- 
takings, which  had  begun  to  languish.  In 
1795  the  (hares  of  this  company,  which  at 
its  eftablilhment  amounted  to  five  hundred, 
at  four  hundred  and  forty-four  dollars  each, 
were  increafed  to  fix  hundred;  and  thus  the 
company k had  the  difpofal  of  two  hundred 
and  feventy  thoufand  four  hundred  dollars 
to  improve  the  navigation  of  the  Potow- 
mack. The  ftates  of  Virginia  and  Mary- 
land were  moreover  particularly  interefted 
in  the  fuccefs  of  the  company,  by  being  pro- 
prietors of  a great  number  of  its  fhares. 

When  the  undertakings  of  this  company 
(hall  be  finifiied,  the  produce  of  an  immenfe 
extent  of  country,  which  at  prefent  is  con- 
veyed 
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veyed  by  land  to  Philadelphia  and  Baltimore, 
will  find  a more  ample,  ready,  and  left  ex~ 
penfive  market  through  the  means  of  this 
great  river;  and  Federal-City  will  acquire 
new  refources  both  for  its  confumption  and 
its  commerce,  adding  greatly  to  the  natural 
advantages  of  its  fituation. 

The  point  of  land  which  feparates  the 
Potowmack  from  the  eaft  branch,  and  which 
is  within  the  fite  of  the  new  city,  is,  at  dif- 
ferent times  of  the  year,  not  only  difficult, 
but  dangerous  to  double  : and  the  Ealt- 
branch  prefenting  the  greateft  depth  of 
water,  and  the  fafeft  anchorage  for  ffiips, 
it  became  an  objedl  of  importance  to  join 
the  Potowmack  to  that  branch  by  a canal  ; 
befides,  that  fuch  a canal  would  be  of  great 
advantage  to  the  new  city.  Two  lotteries 
were  authorized  by  the  ilate  of  Maryland,  in 
3798,  for  the  forming  fuch  a canal  ; each 
lottery  confifting  of  a hundred  and  feventy- 
five  thoufand  dollars,  of  which  a profit  of 
fifteen  per  cent,  that  is  to  fay,  twenty-fix 
thoufand  two  hundred  and  fifty  thoufand  dol- 
lars, was  granted  to  the  canal. 

Such  were  the  means  employed  for  the 

eftablifh- 
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eftablhhment  of  Federal-City,  whofe  Fte  ex~ 
tends  more  than  three  miles  along  the  banks 
of  the  Potowmack,  and  the  Eaft-branch  i 
and  includes  four  thoufand  one  hundred  and 
twenty-four  acres  fquare. 

In  America,  where,  more  than  in  any 
other  country  in  the  world,  a defire  for 
wealth  is  the  prevailing  paffion,  there  are 
few  fchemes  which  are  not  made  the  means 
of  extenfive  fpeculations  ; and  that  of  the 
ere&ing  of  Federal-City  prefented  irrefiftible 
temptations,  which  were  not  in  fad  neg- 
leded. 

Mr.  Morris  was  among  the  firft  to  per- 
ceive the  probability  of  immenfe  gain  in  fpe- 
culations in  that  quarter  ; and,  in  conjunc- 
tion with  JMeffrs.  Nicholfon  and  Greenleaf, 
a very  ftiort  time  after  the  adoption  of  the 
plan  purchafed  every  lot  he  could  lay  hold 
on,  cither  from  the  commiflioners  or  in- 

% 

dividual  proprietors  ; that  is  to  fay,  every  lot 
that  either  one  or  the  other  would  fell  at  that 
period.  Of  the  commiffioners  he  bought  fix 
thoufand  lots  at  the  price  of  eighty  dollars 
per  lot,  each  containing  five  thoufand  two 
hundred  and  fixty-five  fquarp  feet.  The 
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conditions  of  his  bargain  with  the  commit- 
fioners,  which  was  concluded  in  1793,  were, 
that  fifteen  hundred  of  the  lots  fhould  be 
cholen  by  him  in  the  north -eaft  quarter  of 
the  city,  and  the  remaining  four  thoufand 
five  hundred  wherever  Mr.  Morris  and  his 
partners  chofe  to  feleâ:  them  ; that  he  fhould 
«red:  an  hundred  and  twenty  houfes  of  brick, 
and  with  two  ftories,  on  thefe  lots  within  the 
fpace  of  (even  years  ; that  he  fhould  not  fell 
any  lot  before  the  firfl  of  January  179Ô,  nor 
without  the  like  condition  of  building  ; and 
finally,  that  the  payment  for  the  lots  fhoulcf 
be  completed  within  feven  years,  to  com- 
mence on  the  lft  of  May  1794  ; a feventh 
part  to  be  paid  annually — that  is  to  fay,  about 
fixty-eight  thoufand  dollars  yearly,  the  pur- 
chafe  money  for  the  whole  being  four  hun- 
dred and  eighty  thoufand  dollars. 

The  lots  purchafed  by  Mr.  Morris  from 
individuals  amounted  to  nearly  the  fame 
number,  and  were  bought  at  the  fame  price. 
The  periods  for  payment  varied  with  the 
different  proprietors,  and  are  not  of  im- 
portance in  this  general  hiftory  of  Federal- 
City,, 
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The  fale  made  to  Mr.  Morris  was  the  cmîÿ 
one  of  like  extent  made  either  by  the  com- 
miffioners  6r  individuals.  Expe&ing  a higher 
price,  the  commiffioners  waited  for  a time 
when  demands  for  habitations  would  be  more 
numerous.  The  private  proprietors  adted  .on 
the  fame  principle,  and  both  one  and  the 
other,  in  the  fale  made  to  Mr.  Morris,  con- 
fidered  it  chiefly  as  the  means  of  haftening 
the  completion  of  the  city,  by  the  induce- 
ment he  would  have  to  fell  part  of  his  lots, 
and  fo  augment  the  number  of  perfbns  in- 
t ere  fled  in  the  rapid  progrefs  of  the  under- 
taking. Mr.  Morris,  in  fa£t,  fold  about  a 
thoufand  of  his  lots  within  eighteen  months 
of  his  purchafe.  The  building  of  a houfe  for 
the  prefident,  and  a place  for  the  fittings  of 
the  Congrefs,  excited,  in  the  purchafers  of 
lots,  the  hope  of  a new  influx  of  fpecula- 
tions.  The  public  papers  were  filled  with 
exaggerated  praifes  of  the  new  city  ; ac- 
counts of  the  rapidity  of  its  progrefs  towards 
completion  ; in  a word,  with  all  the  artifices 
which  trading  people  in  every  "part  of  the- 
world  are  accuftomed  to  employ  in  the  dif- 
pofal  of  their  wares,  and  which  are  perfe&ly 

known, 
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known,  and  amply  pradifed  in  this  new 
world. 

Mr.  LaW  and  Mr.  Dickinfon,  two  gentle- 
men that  had  lately  arrived  from  India,  and 
both  with  great  wealth,  General  Howard, 
General  Lee,  and  two  or  three  wealthy 
Dutch  merchants,  were  the  perfons  who 
bought  the  greateft  number  of  lots  of  Mr. 
Morris;  but  none  more  than  Mr.  Law,  who 
purchafed  four  hundred  and  forty-five  lots. 
The  loweft  they  gave  was  two  hundred  and 
ninety-three  dollars  per  lot — or  rather  five 
pence  for  each  fquare  foot,  of  Maryland 
money  ; for  all  the  lots  were  not  abfolutely 
of  the  fame  extent.  Many  of  the  lots  fold 
for  fix,  eight,  and  ten  pence  per  fquare  foot  ; 
the  laft  comers  conftantly  paying  a higher 
price,  and  the  fituation  of  the  lots  alfo  mak- 
ing a difference  in  their  value.  Some  of  the 
more  recent  purchafers,  in  order  to  have  one 
or  more  of  the  entire  fquares  into  which  the 
whole  was  divided,  or  for  other  purpoles  of 
their  fpeculations,  made  their  purchafes  of 
the  commiflioners,  paying  at  the  fame  rate 
for  them.  The  bargains  were  all  clogged 
with  the  lame  conditions  to  build  as  that  of 
Vol,  HI.  S f Mr. 
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Mr.  Morris.  The  number  of  lots  fold  in 
this  manner  amounted  to  fix  hundred.  Each 
of  the  purchafers  chofe  his  ground  according 
to  the’ opinion  he  had  of  its  general  advan- 
tages, and  of  its  being  in  a neighbourhood 
that  would  the  moft  readily  be  filled  with 
houfes.  The  neighbourhood  of  the  prefi- 
dent’s  houfc,  of  the  Capitol,  of  George- 
Town,  the  banks  of  the  Potowriiack,  the 
Point,  and  . the  banks  of  the  Eaft-branch, 
were  the  places  chiefly  chofeii  by  the  firft 
purchafers. 

The  opinion  that  the  ground  marked  out 
for  the  whole  city  would  foon  be  filled  was 
io  general,  and  the  prefident  of  the  United 
States  and  the  commiffioners  were  To  much 
of  the  fame  opinion,  that  in  their  regulations 
they  prohibited  the  cultivating  any  portion  of 
the  ground  otherwife  than  for  gardens  ; -or 
to  build  houfés  with  lelsTham  tWaflories^ 
or  even  to  build  hoüfeà  of  Wood.'  !> 

Thefe  regulations  Were,  however,  fpeedrly 
afterwards  withdrawn  ; âhd  the  original  pro- 
prietors^ had  liberty  to  inclofe  and  cultivate 
dt  their  plèafure  the  ground  they  had ‘not 
difpofed  of. 

Mr. 
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< Mr.  Blodget,  one  of  the  moft  confiderable 
and  intelligent  fpeculators  of  Philadelphia, 
having  purchafed  a large  quantity  of  lots, 
under  the  pretence  of  forwarding  the  build- 
ing of  the  city,  but  more  probably  with  the 
real  motive  of  difpofing  moft  fecurely  and 
advantageoufly  of  his  acquittions,  made  two 
lotteries  for  the  difpofal  of  them.  The 
principal  lot  of  the  firft  was  a handfome 
tavern,  built  between  the  capitol  and  the 
Prefident’s  houfe,  valued  at  fifty,  thoufand 
dollars;  the  three  principal  lots  of  the  fé- 
cond were  three  houfes  to  be  erected  near 
the  capitol,  of  the  refpeftive  value,  of  twenty- 
five  thoufand,  fifteen  thoufand,  and  ten 
thoufand,  dollars.  Thefe  lotteries  were 
made  before  the  prohibition  of  the  ftate  of 
Maryland  to  make  private  lotteries,  without 
the  authority  of  the  legiilature*  They  were 
powerfully  patronized  by  the  commiffioners, 
who  confidered  them  as  the  means  of  ad-, 
vancing  the  building  of  the  city.  It  appears 
that  thefe  lotteries  were  attended  with  the 
effedt  propofed  to  himfelf  by  Mr.  Blodget, 
that  of  gaining  a large  profit  on  the  difpofal 
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of  his  lots,  and  that  he  was  the  only  perfon 
not  deceived  in  the  tranfa&ion. 

The  fpeculations  of  Mr,  Morris,  and  the 
fucceeding  purchafers,  had  not  the  fame  rapid 
fuccefs,  After  the  plan  of  the  city  had  been 
for  a while  admired  for  its  beauty  and  mag- 
nificence, people  began  to  perceive  that  it 
was  too  extenfive,  too  gigantic,  for  the 
a6hial  circumftances  of  the  United  States, 
and  even  for  thofe,  which  muft  follow  for 
a feries  of  years,  admitting  that  no  inter- 
vening accidents  arrefted  the  progrefs  of 
their  profperity.  It  was  difcovered  that  the 
immenfe  extent  of  ground  marked  out  for 
the  city  would  not  be  fo  fpeedily  covered 
with  houfes  as  was  expeâed  $ and  every 
proprietor  of  lots  intrigued  to  get  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  his  lots  firft  inhabited.  From 
that  inftant  the  common  intereft  ceafed,  and 
the  proprietors  became  rivals.  Each  began 
to  build  in  his  own  quarter,  with  the  hope 
of  drawing  thither  the  new-comers.  Each 
vaunted  of  the  advantages  of  that  fide  of  the 
city  where  his  property  lay,  and  depreciated 
others.  The  public  papers  were  no  longer 

filled  ’ 
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filled  with  the  excellencies  of  Federal-City, 
but  with  thofe  of  one  or  other  of  its  quarters. 

The  commiffioners  were  not  altogether 
clear  from  this  venal  conteft.  Two  of  them 
poflèfled  lots  near  George-Town  ; and  if 
that  had  not  been  the  calé,  their  habits  and 
prejudices  relative  to  the  city  would  have 
determined  their  opinion  as  to  the  advan- 
tage of  beginning  to  build  in  one  quarter 
or  another,  and  would  not  have  permitted 
them  to  remain  indifferent  fpeélators  of  the 
emulation  of  the  lèverai  proprietors. 

There  were  four  principal  quarters  to 
which  different  interefts  had  drawn  the 
greateft  number  of  houfes.  The  inhabitants 
of  George-Town,  who  had  purchafed  a 
great  many  lots  in  their  neighbourhood, 
maintained  that  a fmall  town  already  built 
was  the  proper  fpot  to  begin  the  new  city, 
by  facilitating  and  augmenting  its  refources. 
They  boafted  of  the  port  of  George-Town, 
and  reprefented  the  commerce  already  be- 
longing to  the  place  as  a favourable  open- 
ing to  the  general  commerce  of  the  city. 

The  proprietors  of  lots  near  the  Point 
declared  that  fituation  to  be  the  moft  airy, 
S f 3 healthy, 
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healthy,  and  beautiful  in  the  city  ; advan^ 
tageous  io^'c6mmerce,-‘  as;  it  lay  along  the 
banks  of  Both  rivers,  and ; as  being  a central 
filiation  between  the  ëapitol  and  the  Prefix 
dent’s  houfe,  from  each  of  which  it  was: 
.equally  disant-; 

The  proprietors  of  thé  Eàft-bfanch  êOiï- 
têrnnëd  thé  port  of  'Gëbrge^Towii,  and  the5 
banks*  of  thé  Potowmack;  which  are  hot  fe- 
dure  hi  winter  ifrorh  fhcMs  of  ice  ; they  dew 
cried  thé'  Point,;  which,  placed  between  the 
two  rivers,  Wâs  far  frorif  being  able  cottiv 
pietely  to  enjoy  the  advantage  of  either  ; 
and  boafted  of  their  oWn  port,  becaufe  of  its 
great  depth,  and  frotli'  ice,  and. 

from  the  moft  prevailing  -winds.  ' They4 
vaunted  of  their  vicinity  to  the  capitol, 
Which  mu  ft  be  the  cofrimon  centre  of  af-* 
fairs,  it  being  the  plâcé  df  -the'  ftttiilgs'  of 
the  Cpngfefe,  arid  in  which'  #11 . thè; 'ttiëfti bëfé' ■ 
ïmift  meet’,  at'  leaft  oncë:  in  the  day,  and 
from  w h ich  their  d lftance  was  n o.t  more 
than  thrée  quarters  of  a mile. 

The  proprietors  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
the  capitol  contended,  that  Federâl-Êity 
Was  not  neceftarily  a commercial  town  ; that 

tlpie 
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the  effential  point  was  to  raife,  a city  for 
the  eflablifhment  of  the  Congrefs  and  go* 
verqm.ent  ; that  , the  natural  progrefs  was, 
firft  to  build  houfes  round  the  capitol,  and 
then  to  extend  them  towards  the  Prefidènt’s 
houfe,  which,  although  of  a fecondary  con* 
fideration,  was  neverthelèfs  next  in  impor- 
tance to  the  capitol;  and  that  every  effort 
fhould  be  made,  for  the  convenience  of  Con- 
grefs and  the  facilitating  of  public  affairs, 
to  unite,  by  a continuation  of  ftreets  and 
buildings,  thefe  two  principal  points  of  thé 
government. 

Thus  each  proprietor  fupported  with  his 
arguments  the  interefls  of  the  quarter  where 
the  mafs  of  his  property  lay  ; but  he  built 
notwithflanding  with  great  caution,  and 
with  a confiant  fear  of  lome  of  the  oppofite 
interefls  prevailing. 

The  commiffioners,  to  whom  was  en« 
trufted  the  ereâion  of  public  edifices,  were 
accufed  by  the  proprietors  that  lay  at  a dis- 
tance from  George-Town  of  paying  an  un- 
due attention  to  the  completion  of  the  Prefi- 
dent’s  houfç,  which  was  in  their  neighbour- 
hood ; of  defigning  to  eftablifh  the  public- 
S f 4 offices. 
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offices  there,  and,  confequently,  to  negled 
the  capitol  ; in  a word,  of  being  partial  to 
George-Town  to  the  injury  of  the  three 
other  quarters  of  the  town. 

Each  of  thefe  opinions  relative  to  the 
fpot  at  which  they  fhould  begin  to  build  the 
city  might  find  advocates,  even  among  dif- 
interefted  people,  regarding  only  the  public 
advantage  ; but  the  public  advantage  was  no 
motive  of  any  of  the  rival  parties. 

This  ftate  of  things  continues  at  prefent. 
The  Prefident’s  houfe  is  fufficiently  advanced 
to  be  covered  in  this  year  ; that  wing  of  the 
capitol  which  is  at  prefent  begun  (for  the 
plan  of  that  edifice  is  fo  extenfive,  that  the 
execution  of  two  thirds  of  it  has  been  aban- 
doned to  an  indefinite  period),  may,  perhaps, 
be  covered  in  during  the  fucceeding  year  ; 
and  about  a hundred  and  fifty  houfes  are 
fcattered  over  the  vaft  furface  traced  out  for 
the  city,  each  of  the  four  contending  quar- 
ters having  from  thirty  to  forty,  for  the  moft 
part  very  diftant  from  each  other. 

The  publicity  of  thefe  circumftances  is 
no  doubt  one  of  the  principal  hindrances  of 
an  acceffion  of  new  adventurers.  The  fame 

caufes 
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caufes  have  checked  the  efforts  of  the  prê- 
tent proprietors  ; among  whom  Meffrs.  Mor- 
ris, Nicholfon,  and  Greenleaf,  are  moreover 
embarraffed  by  the  date  of  their  affairs, 
having  pledged  their  property  for  the  pay- 
ment of  their  debts,  and  being  in  faét  dif- 
abled  from  making  the  neceffary  advances 
to  retrieve  their  affairs,  or  even  to  fulfil  their 
conditions  of  their  contradl  in  building, 
Laft  year  they  built,  or  began,  forty  houfes 
of  brick,  in  different  parts  of  the  city. 

From  the  concurrence  of  thefe  circum- 
dances,  it  is  to  be  expeéted  that  few  houfes 
will  be  begun  this  year.  This  at  lead  is 
the  general  apprehenfion  of  the  perfons  moft 
intereded  in  the  growth  of  the  city.  Few 
lots  are  at  prefent  fold  ; there  is  more  public 
fear,  but  efpecially  more  jealoufy  among  the 
proprietors,  than  any  other  difpofition  ; and 
thefe  are  not  favourable  to  the  profperity  of 
the  new  edablifhment.  Federal-City  has 
alfo  enemies  in  the  date  of  Pennfylvania, 
who  reluctantly  fee  the  Congrefs  on  the  eve 
of  departing  from  them  ; and  even  in  many 
parts  of  the  dates  of  Virginia  and  Maryland, 
who  regret  the  fums  which  the  public  ex- 
penditure 
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penditure  will  : draw  to  this  point,  each 
hei^g  p^ger-  nypre  immediately  to  partake  of 
•the. advantage. * } f ...  ^ ; • 

who.  çontemplajes^he  |ubjçd,;  without 
intereft  and  paffionA • having  cad:  his.  eye. over 
.the  limits : of . fhis  great  plan  for. a city,  .need 
.lint  ..enter.,  into  the  particular  pircumftançes 
•that  aggravate,  the.  evil,  tp  augur^urifavour- 
ably  on  the-  promptitude  of  the  e^eGUtion0of 
the  plan y or ^ even  of  its  prafticability,(  The 
idea  of  forming  a oity  for  the  feat  of,  the  ge- 
neral government,  haying  no  dependence  oh 
any  of  .the  dates,  is  at  onco  grand  and  de*- 
. IightfuL  The  fite  .of  the  city,  as  I have  al- 
ready obferved,  is  well  chofen:;  if  indeed 
it  had  not  been  more  politic  to  ' .place  the 
Congrefs  at  a didance  from  a maritime  city, 
to  preferve  it  from  the  real  danger  of  the 
rdire6l  influence  lof  commerce  on  its  delibe- 
rations. The  plan  of  the  city  is  both  judi- 
; cious  and  noble  ; but  it  is  in  faét  the  gran- 
deur and  magnificence  of  the  plan  which 
renders  the  conception  no  better  than  a 
dream. 

The  plan  of  the  city,  I have  already  dated, 
includes  four  thoufand  one  hundred  and' 

twenty-* 
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twenty-four  .acres.  Qf  thefe,  feven  hun- 
dred and;  twelve  are  allotted  to  fixteen 
ftreets,;  federally  bearing  the  names  of  the 
fixteen.  fiâtes  j to  other  flreets,  of  lefs  mag- 
nitude, Squares,  and  public  , garden^.  The 
three  thopfand  four  hundred  and  twelve 
acres  which  remain,  .being  the  property  pf 
the  original  proprietors  and  the  Union,  con- 
tain twentyrthree  thoufand  lots  of  houfes, 
exclufiyia  of  three  thoufand  feet  of  lots  fet 
^fide  for  quays,  whofe  price  the.  commif- 
fioners  have  fixed  at  fixteen  pence  per  foot, 
in  the  front,  with  about  eighty  feet  in  depth, 
fome  of  . which,  but  very  few  in  number, 
being  already  fold. 

The  capitol  is  at  the  diftance  of  one  mile 
and  a half  from  the  Prefident’s  houfe  ; and 
three  quarters,  of  a mile,  at  leaft,  from  the 
nearefl:  part  of  that  .quarter  on  the  banks 
of  the  river,  where  the  interefts  of  com- 
merce will  draw  merchants,  if  ever  they 
eftablifh  themfelves  in  any  number  in  this 
city,  together  with  the  different  defcriptions 
of  perfons  depending  on  them.  Èxclufive 
of  the  inconvenience  of  the  great  difiance 
between  the  place  where  the  Congrefs  holds 

its 
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its  fittings,  and  the  Prefident’s  houfe,  which 
will  be  every  day  more  felt,  it  will  require 
more  than  three  hundred  houfes  to  fill  the 
interval,  without  extending  the  buildings  on 
either  fide.  Houfes  muft  alfo  be  built  round 
the  capitol,  and  round  the  Prefident’s  houfe, 
to  fupply  the  neceflaries  of  thefe  eftablifh- 
ments.  Thus,  to  eftimate  the  houfes  to 
make  the  jun&ion  between  thefe  two  poinj$ 
at  five  hundred,  would  be  to  make  the  com- 
putation too  low  ; and,  after  all,  this  would 
form  only  a fingle  flreet,  of  which  there  is 
not  even  a fingle  houfe  built. 

This  quarter,  no  doubt,  is  a convenient 
refidence  for  the  members  of  Congrefs,  and 
a fit  place  for  the  building  a few  fhops  and 
taverns  ; but  it  is  not  the  fpot  on  which 
either  people  of  bufinefs  in  general,  or  thofe 
who  prefer  the  moft  agreeable  fituation,  will 
be  drawn.  It  is  befide  the  quarter  where 
the  prefent  proprietors  have  the  leaft  in- 
ducement to  build,  the  greater  part  of  their 
lots  being  fituated  at  a diftance,  and  if  the 
interval  is  not  filled,  the  communication 
between  thefe  two  important  points  will  be 
impraticable  in  winter  ; for  it  is  fcarcely  to 

be 
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be  fuppofed  that  the  government  will  pave 
and  light  the  ftreets  at  their  own  expence. 

Two  thoufand  houfes  would  not  fill  one  of 
the  other  quarters  of  this  vaft  city,  fo  as  to 
conneCt  it  with  either  of  the  two  principal 
points,  the  capitol,  or  the  Prefident’s  houfe  ; 
and  if  even  any  one  of  the  quarters  was  filled 
up,  the  other  quarters,  which  the  prefent 
poffeffors  of  lots  are  deeply  interefted  in 
completing  alfo,  would  be  deftitute  of  habi- 
tations, or  would  be  fo  feparated  from  the 
quarter  that  fhould  be  completed,  as  to  be 
nothing  better  than  fo  many  villages  per- 
fectly cut  off  from  the  town. 

Cities  have,  indeed,  in  general  commenced 
with  a fmall  number  of  houfes,  to  which 
others  have  been  fucceffively  added  ; but 
here  there  are  two  centres,  at  the  diftance 
of  a mile  and  a half  from  each  other.  And 
it  is  to  be  confidered  that  this  city  ought  to 
be  already  formed  for  the  reception  of  the 
Congrefs,  the  Prefident,  and  the  foreign 
minifters.  It  ought  to  be  completed  fo  far 
as  to  afford  thefe  public  characters  the  ac- 
commodations to  which  they  are  entitled  ; 
and  which  they  will  be  the  lefs  difpofed  to 

Sacrifice, 
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facrifice,  as  they"  have  been  accuftomed  to 
enjoy  them  in  Philadelphia  to  the  whole 

T - v t • 

extent  of  which  America  ïs  fufceptible.  5 
When  it  is  faid,  as  I hear  it  continually 
repeated  here,  that  the  aftual  refidence  of 
the  government  will  promptly  draw  after 
it  all  the  accommodations  neceffary,  it  is 
forgotten  that  thofe  who  are  the  members 
of  this  government,  and  their  dépendants, 
little  taken  with  the  idea  of  this  key- flbne 
of  the  arch  of  federalism,  will  not  patiently 
fee  themfelves  deprived,  even  for  a while,  of 
the  moft  fimple  conveniences  of  life.  And 
when  perfons,  paying  little ’regard  to  the 
convenience  of  thefé  public  charaélers,  'rely 
on  the  faith  of  Congrefs-,  and  eXpeft  to  fee 
the  government  transferred  to  Federal- City 
in  1800,  they  dd;  net  deafen  with  more -fore - 
fight  ; for,  even  if  that  fiiould  happen, -which 
ï exp.eft,  bbt  which  many-  doubt*  that  the 
government  of  the  United  States  will  be 
eftablilhed  in  Federal-City  in  *1800 > to  dif- 
charge  the  engagements  cfJ  the-  Congrefs, 
and  in  feme  degree  to  juftify  the  public  ex- 
penditure of  money  there,  the  general  cftf- 
€on tout  of  thofe  who  compofe  the  govern- 
ment 
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ment  would  render  this  merely  a temporary 
meafure,  which  would  be  fucceeded  by  {till 
more  difaftrous  effects  than  the  continuation 
of  the  feat  of  the  govern  ihent  where  it  is. 
There  is  lefs  public  fpirit  in  this  part  of  the 
world  than  in  Europe  ; or  at  leaft’  of  that 
fpecies  of  public  fpirit  which  facrific es  par- 
ticular interefts  to  the  general  welfare,  or 
even  to  the  vain-glory  of  âccompliftiing  a 
great  national  work.  What  are  called  con- 
venience, eafe,  and  comfort,  are  not  perhaps 
exactly  the  famej  things  "that  receive  thole 
names  in  Europe  ; ‘ but  ' whatever  extent  tfe 
Americans  give  to  thefe  things,  they  eagerly 
embrace  them,  cleave  to  them,  and  ’will 
pofiefs  them  at  any  price  Vaîiîf  it  mufl  be 
acknowledged,  it  would  not  be  greatly  ex- 
aggerating the  idea  of  comfort,  to  defire  to 
be  in  /fafety  from  being  plunged  in  thé  mild 
for  want  of  pavements,  of  breaking  one’s 
neck  for  want  of  lamps.  And  thefe  muft 
be  wanting  in  Federal-City  for  many  years 
to  come,  from  the  too  great  extent  of  the 
'plan,  and  the  diftance  between  the  two  cen- 
tres of  public  affairs. 

Ufuallr, 
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Ufually,  in  the  eftablifhment  of  a city* 
the  firft  proprietors  and  the  firft  inhabitants 
heartily  concur  in  the  fuccefs  of  the  enter- 
prize.  In  this  place  all  the  ftrength  of  the 
community  is  loft.  There  is  no  common 
effort,  becaufe  the  interefts  of  the  feveral 
individuals  are  really  different.  Thofe  who 
purchafed  lots  of  the  commiflioners  with  a 
condition  of  building,  endeavour  to  relieve 
themfelves  from  the  condition.  The  un- 
fortunate fituation  of  the  affairs  of  Meffrs. 
Morris,  Nicholfon,  and  Greenleaf,  has,  in 

faft,  relieved  them  from  it.  Thofe  who 

* 

purchafed  fhares  from  them  avail  themfelves 
of  their  incapability  to  fue  them,  and  ne- 
glect the  condition  of  which  thofe  unfortu- 
nate men  are  guarantees  to  the  government. 
The  commiflioners  aft  with  more  or  lefs  in- 
dulgence to  the  proprietors  of  lots,  fome- 
times  waving,  and  fometimes  enforcing  the 
obligation  to  build.  They  perceived,  that  if 
even  the  conditions  were  ftriftly  executed  in 
the  fix  or  feven  hundred  lots  they  had  fold, 
they  would  not  yield  more  than  the  fame 
number  of  brick  houfes,  which  being  Scat- 
tered 
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tered  through  the  great  extent  of  the  city 
* would  contribute  in  no  important  degree  to 
its  completion. 

In  the  cafe  of  a town  growing  in  the 
fame  fpot  from  motives  of  commerce,  it 
would  naturally  commence  in  the  quarter 
moft  convenient  to  trade,  and  would  increafe 
with  more  or  lefs  rapidity  in  proportion  as 
its  advantages  were  felt.  Each  of  the  new 
inhabitants,  having  a complete  intereft  in  the 
improvement  of  the  place,  and  coming  with 
an  entire  free  will,  would  cheerfully  fubmit 
to  the  inconveniences  of  a new-formed  efta- 
blifhment,  with  a convidiôn  that  one  by 
one  they  would  difappear,  fince  the  natural 
advantages  the  fituation  afforded  to  com- 
merce, being  the  bafis  of  the  eftablifhment, 
it  could  not  fail  of  luccefs,  and  meanwhile 
the  increafing  gain  of  the  individuals  would 
contribute  to  their  patience.  In  Federal-City 
the  cafe  is  quite  otherwife.  It  has  no  other 
bàfe  than  the  Union  of  the  feveral  ftates;  and 
if  this  foundation  is  not  already  deftroyed,  it 
cannot  be  denied,  that  it  is  at  lead:  fhaken  in 
that  degree  to  excite  diftruft  in  all  lpecu- 
lations  that  muft  reft  on  its  folidity  for  their 
. Vol.  III.  T t - fuc- 
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fuceefs.  Commerce  is  no  more  than  a Se- 
condary objeft  in  this  city,  and  fuch  of  its  in-* 
habitants  as  are  engaged  in  commerce,  are, 
for  the  moft  part,  at  fuch  a diftance  from 
the  quarter  that  is  the  feat  of  the  govern- 
ment, that  two  or  three  large  towns  might 
Hand  in  the  fpace  between  them.  The  ma- 
jority of  the  members  of  Coiigrefs  will  come 
to  this  city  with  a diffatisfaéiioii  to  the  plan, 
and  a difpofition  to  decry  and  exaggerate  its 
defeats.  Such  among  them  as  we  may  fup- 
pofe  to  be  inimical  to  the  federal  govern- 
ment, and  confequently  to  the  eftablifhment 
of  this  place,  will  find  in  the  enormous  pub- 
lic expences  already  incurred  here,  and  thofe 
Hill  greater  that  muft  hereafter  be  incurred, 
an  ample  field  for  their  opposition  ; which 
will  gain  acceffion  of  numbers  from  the*  in- 
convenience to  which  all  will  be  fubjeâ:. 
It  is  impoffibie  to  overlook  the  influence 
which  in  every  country  in  the  world  the 
tempers  and  views  of  individuals  have  on 
public  affairs  ; or  if  overlooked,  it  is  mife- 
rably  to  mifunderftand  human  nature. 

There  are,  moreover,  a multitude  of  pow- 
erful reafons  that  give  probability  to  the 

opinion. 
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opinion,  that  the  Union  will  not  remain  un- 
broken for  a great  number  of  years*  There 
are  fo  many  fymptoms  of  its  diflblutioii,  that 
it  is  idle  to  imagine  that  Federal-City  will 
arrive  at  the  execution  of  the  tenth  part  of 
its  plan,  before  that  event,  which  a thou- 
fand  circumftances  may  haften,  fhall  take 
place.  The  prevalence  of  thefe  reafons  with 
many  Americans,  who  dwell  on  them  either 
from  an  apprehenfion  of  their  folidity,  or  a 
defire  of  their  being  verified,  is  in  itfelf  an 
obftacle  to  the  growth  of  the  city,  without 
thofe  difficulties  it  otherwile  muft  encounter. 

From  this  combination  of  circumftances, 
which  I have  endeavoured  to  detail  as  briefly 
as  poffible,  no  perfon  can  conclude,  that 
Federal-City,  laid  out  and  even  begun  as  it 
is,  will  ever  reach  that  degree  of  improve- 
ment to  render  it  even  a tolerable  abode  for 
the  kind  of  perfons  for  whom  it  was  de- 
figned. 

We  are  not  to  be  furprized  that  the  au- 
thors of  the  plan  gave  it  fo  great  an  extent, 
for  it  is  probable  it  belonged  to  the  dignity 
of  their  projedl  to  defcribe  a vaft  plan  which 
they  left  to  time  to  fill  up*  But  it  is  im- 
T t 2 poffible 
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poffible  to  cônfider  with- too  much  aftonifh- 
ment  the  conduét  of  thofe  who  prefided  over 
the  commencement  of  the  city,  which  was 
of  a nature  to  render  impracticable  a plan 
that  tune  might  fooner  or  later  have  for- 
warded, if  political  events  had  not  inter- 
pofed  in  oppofition.  We  cannot  fufficiently 
Wonder,  that  they  did  not  apply  their  efforts. 
t<>  one  point  5 for  inftance,  that  they  did  not 
protect  and  encourage  the  firft  buildings  by 
the  natural  aid  of  George-Town,  which,  had 
tey  commenced  in  its  vicinity,  fmall  as  it 
Would  have  been  an  important  motive  to 
an-  influx  of  adventurers.  But  if  the  poor 
Vanity  of  commencing  Federal-City  inde-r 
pendent  of  the  refources  of  George-Town, 
ought  to  have  prevented  the  commencement 
of  buildings  clofe  to  that  town,  no  one  place 
has  been  chofen  for  the  commencement  with 
probability  of  fuccefs.  At  prefent  the  mif- 
chief  appears  to  me  irreparable  ; at  leaf!:, 
fatal  to  the  objects  which  firft  gave  birth  to 
this  eftablifhment. 

X-  Five  hundred  thoufand  dollars  have  al- 
ready been  expended  on  the  part  of  the 
public,  and  nothing  is  erected  but  the  walls, 

tidily  a ^ T timbers. 
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timbers,  and  ftaircafes,  of  a wing  of  the  capi- 
tol, and  the  present's  houfe.  To  complete 
thefe  two  builfings,  and  to  ereCt  others  for 
the  different  departments  of  the  adminiftra- 
tion,  fix  huidred  thoufand  dollars  are  (till 
wanting,  the  computation  of  the  com- 
miffioner  themfelves  ; and  even  then  there 
will  be  to  courts  of  juftice,  prifons,  churches, 
pavements,  lamps,  fountains,  or  public  gar- 
dens* 

]Yo  doubt  it  is  poffible,  it  is  even  pro- 
bable, that  fome  parts  of  the  bank  of  the 
Potowmack,  and  of  the  Eaft-branch,  will 
draw  inhabitants  for  the  purpofes  of  com- 
merce and  that  one  or  more  towns  will  be 
eftaUifhed  on  thofe  rivers  ; and  this  profpeCI 
maybe  a compenfation  for  the  purchafers  of 
lots  in  thofe  quarters,  but  it  is  nothing  to 
Federal-City. 

In  collecting  the  information  I have  given 

o o 

my  reader  on  this  fubjeCl,  and  the  little  that 
I have  to  fay  further  refpediog  it,  and  in  im- 
partially obferving  the  pafiions  and  preju-o 
dices  of  the  majority  of  thofe  from  whom  I 
male  my  enquiries,  I was  led  more  than 
once  to  the  comparifon  between  the  mail 
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who  employs  his  property  and  time  in  clear* 
ing  and  fettling  a large  t n&  of  land,  and 
the  perfon  who  is  engaged  with  others  in 
the  eftablifhment  of  a new  cty,  The  for-* 
mer  can  Succeed  only  by  cojeéling  round 
him  a number  of  families  to  wiom  it  is  his 
intereft  to  fell  his  lands  at  a lowürice,  and 
to  whofe  profperity  of  courfe  he  contributes. 
The  pooreft  man  is  for  his  purpofesa  good 
occupier  of  his  grounds.  In  conferring  be^ 
nefits  on  others,  he  increafés  his  own  welfare 
and  happinefs  $ he  multiplies  threefold,  i\ay 
teiv-fold,  the  value  of  the  lands  that  he  holds 
ft  ill  in  his  own  pofifeffion,  by  the  neighbour* 
hood  of  the  inhabitants  he  has  drawn  iround 
Eim,  The  happinefs  of  others  is  the  proper 
element  of  his  fuccefs.  If  he  is  of  a humane 
difpofition,  he  finds  a multiplicity  of  occa- 
fions  to  do  good  without  injury  to  himfelfi 
It  is  indeed  his  intereft  to  be  benevolent^ 
Every  inftance  of  his  expenditure  is  alfo 
turned  to  the  public  advantage  ; it  is  a fer* 
vice  he  renders,  a pleafure  he  affords,  to  his 
colony;  and  no  expence  judicioufly  applied  is 
prejudicial  to  his  fortune  ; on  the  contrary  it 
jnceflantly  augments  his  wealth  : as  hisco* 

lony 
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lony  increafes,  more  wealthy  fettlers  prefent 
themfelves,  and  his  lands  fell  at  a price  he 
could  not  have  procured  without  the  pre^ 
vious  exercife  of  his  benevolence.  When 
his  colony  has  made  a {till  greater  progrefs, 
the  produce  of  lands  formerly  wafte,  is  a new 
and  real  fource  of  wealth  to  the  ftate  to 
which  it  is  fubjeét,  and  a new  mafs  of  pro- 
ductions for  merchants  and  confumers.  His 
condition  is  at  once  noble  and  delightful. 
He  lives  in  rne  midft  of  hufbandmen,  con- 
fequently  among  men  of  the  pureft  manners 
and  difpofitions,  the  furtheft  removed  from 
vice  of  any  among  the  human  fpecies.  He 
is  beloved  and  efteemed.  And  all  thefe  en- 
joyments he  commands  in  a fhort  period  of 
time,  and  owes  them  all  to  himfelf.  If  be- 
fore the  commencement  of  his  enterprize 
he  was  virtuous,  he  is  become  better  by 
the  very  means  he  employed  to  enlarge  his 
fortune.  His  heart  is  improved  fimply  by 
the  contemplation  of  the  good  he  has  ef- 
fe6ted.  In  a word,  he  is  more  happy  than 
' ever.  There  are  many  examples  of  this 
kind  in  America,  and  among  the  moft  emi- 
nent of  them  is  Captain  Williamfon  of  Ge- 
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nefee,  who  by  an  undertaking  of  this  nature 
has  augmented  his  fortune  as  greatly  as  he 
has  increafed  the  efteem  in  which  he  was 
held. 

He,  on  the  contrary*  who  is  engaged  in 
the  eftablifhment  of  a new  city,  can  rarely 
confine  to  himfelf  the  conduâ  of  the  enter- 
prize.  If  he  is  not  counteracted  in  the  whole 
of  his  views,  he  is  fure  to  be  fo  in  the  greater 
part  of  them.  The  poorer  inhabitants  that 
he  receives  on  his  eflate  are  of  no  advantage 
to  him.  They  are  even  burthenfome,  as 
they  occupy  the  fpace  that  he  wiflies  to  fill 
with  others,  whofe  wealth  may  advance  his 
fortune.  Benevolence  is  banilhed  from  his 
fyftem,  by  the  neceflary  calculations  pf  his 
intereft.  If  thofe  calculations  induce  him 
to  expend  fums  for  buildings,  it  is  to  erect 
taverns,  fhops,  to  open  billiard- tables,  and  to 
create  lotteries  ; in  a word,  to  furnilh  the 
means  of  diffipation  and  pleafure — that  is  to 
fay,  the  means  of  prodigality  and  vice.  It 
is  fuch  objefls  as  thefe  that  draw  crQwds  of 
inhabitants  to  cities,  and  without  them  cities 
will  never  be  extenfive.  When  this  adven- 
turer fees  his  city  increafing  in  population,  it 

is 
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is  only  to  fee  a conflict  of  interefts,  to  con- 
template  jealoufies  daily  arifing,  and  enmities 
making  good  their  footing.  And  when,  at 
length,  after  years  of  innumerable  vexations 
and  inceffant  anxiety,  he  has  gathered  ia- 
habitants  to  the  extent  he  propofed,  he  has 
only  drawn  round  him  rivals  and  opponents, 
while  he  has  done  nothing  for  the  real  wel- 
fare of  fociety.  He  may  have  increafed  his 
wealth,  but  he  will  not  have  added  one  to 
the  number  of  his  benevolent  fentiments  ; 
and  even  fuch  as  he  might  have  had  be- 
fore the  commencement  of  his  undertaking 
will  be  defaced  by  the  fpe&acle  he  was 
obliged  to  witnefs,  and  the  injuftice  to  which 
he  was  fubjedled.  If  his  mind  is  not  wholly 
corrupted,  it  will  be  the  refidence  of  re- 
morfe  ; but  more  probably  his  heart  will  be 
hardened.  It  is  to  be  feared,  that  fome  of 
my  friends  will  laugh  at  my  mode  of  view- 
ing thefe  things,  but  they  have  my  fenti- 
ments in  their  native  colours.  If,  in  the 
companion  I have  drawn,  I had  contem- 
plated the  founders  of  Federal-City,  my 
pi&ure  of  a new  city  would  have  been  more 

difgufting. 
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difgufting,  but  would  not  have  been  the  lefs 

j.^  • 

I have  fomething  more  to  add  relative  to 
Federal-City,  although  what  I have  faid  on 
the  fubjeâ:  has  already  run  to  too  great  a 
length*  The  number  of  its  inhabitants  is  at 
prefent  very  inconfiderable,  and  they  are  fo 
fcattered,  that  if  they  were  lefs  occupied 
with  their  fpeculations,  rivalry,  and  hatreds, 
they  could  ftill  form  no  fociety.  They  vifit 
like  people  in  the  country,  living  at  a dis- 
tance from  each  other.  The  tradefmen  and 
labourers  for  the  moft  part  refide  at  George- 
Town,  Where  the  inhabitants  of  the  other 
quarters  are  obliged  to  fend  for  almoft  all 
neceffaries.  The  few  Shops  that  are  in  the 
heart  of  Federal-City  are  miferably  provided, 
and  exceflively  dear  ; and  the  workmen  are 
the  very  refufe  of  that  çlafs,  and  never  the- 
lefs  very  high  in  their  demands.  Provifions 
are  furnhhed  almoft  by  chance  ; and  this  is 
fo  abfolutely  the  cafe  with  refpedt  to  but- 
chers’ meat,  efpecially  beef,  that  during  the 
fix  days  I paffed  there  I never  once  faw  any. 
Eggs  are  brought  from  time  to  time  from 

the 
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the  country,  but  neither  conftantly  nor  often. 
In  Ihôrt,  I have  not  been  in  any  of  the  ob- 
fcureft  parts  of  America,  where  I found  pro** 
vifions  fo  badly  furnifhed. 

The  ftone  of  which  the  capitol  and  pre- 
fidentY  houfe  are  built  is  extremely  white, 
and  the  workmanfliip  is  excellent  ; but  I da" 
not  admire  the  architecture  of  thofe  build- 
ings, The  ftone  is  a fpecies  of  granite,  and 
is  ftrong,  yet  not  fufficiently  fo  to  refill  the 
fevered  kind  of  froft  ; it  is  taken  from  a 
quarry  near  the  Potowmack,  at  thirty  miles 
below  the  city.  At  the  fame  diftànce  above 
the  city  are  quarries  of  fine  white  marble, 
and  of  a red  marble  with  veins  ; and  alfo  a 
quarry  of  (late*  Lime-ftone  is  found  near 
the  Potowmack,  but  at  the  diftance  of  fixty 
miles  above  the  city.  The  interior  naviga- 
tion, from  the  Potowmack  to  the  Eafl- 
branch,  for  the  forming  of  which  the  firft 
lottery  is  at  prefen t drawing,  is  not  yet  be- 
gun ; but  the  workmen  have  orders  to  af. 
femble  for  its  commencement  in  a month. 
Two  fmall  creeks  pafs  through  the  city,  the 
water  from  which  may  be  conveyed  to  any 
jpart.  One,  which  is  called  Tyber-creek , has 

its 
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its  fource  at  fome  miles  diftance  from  the 
city  ; above  which  it  is  elevated  feventy- 
éight  feet,  and  may  therefore  be  carried  to 
any  height  that  may  be  wanted  in  any  of  the 
buildings. 

GEORGE-TOWN. 

This  fmall  town,  which  is  feparated  from 
the  new  city  by  a creek  called  Rock-halU 
creek , (lands  upon  feveral  fmall  hills,  which 
render  its  afpeft  pleating;  but  the  commu- 
nications between  its  feveral  parts  are  dif- 
ficult. Some  years  fince  the  commerce  of 
this  place  was  confiderable.  but  at  prefent  it 
is  much  diminifhed. 

In  1791  the  total  value  of  its  exportation 
amounted  to  314,864  dollars;  in  1792,  to 
348,539  dollars;  in  1793,  to  304,537  dol- 
lars ; in  1794,  to  128,924  dollars;  in  1795, 
to  196,790  dollars;  and  in  1796,  to  159,868 
dollars.  Tobacco,  corn,  and  feeds,  form  the 
chief  articles  of  exportation  from  George- 
Town  ; it  re-exports  direftly  a very  fmall 
quantity  of  foreign  articles,  and  is  even  com- 
pelled to  fend  to  other  ports  that  are  better 

markets 
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markets  much  of  the  merchandize  brought 
from  Europe  in  its  veffels.  Its  imports  have 
alfo  decreafed  : in  1792  the  value  of  them 
amounted  to  99,873  dollars  ; in  1793,  to 
87,400  dollars  ; in  1794,  to  139,964  dollars; 
in  1795,  to  153,584  dollars  ; and  in  1796, 
to  29,193  dollars.  The  flipping  it  employs 
in  its  foreign  trade,  is  at  prefent  about  2,500 
tons  ; and  in  its  coafting  trade  nearly  a thou- 
fand  tons.  ( , 

The  diminution  of  the  culture  of  tobacco 
is  one  of  the  caufes  of  the  decay  of  its  com- 
merce: in  1792  it  exported  9,444  hogfheads; 
and  in  1796  no  more  than  2,401.  But  fpe- 
culations  in  the  lots  of  Federal-City  is  a more 
powerful  caufe  of  that  decay.  They  have 
turned  a great  part  of  the  capital  of  the  mer- 
chants into  that  channel,  and  confequently 
diverted  it  from  the  trade  of  the  place. 
Shares  in  the  bank  of  this  town,  which  were 
held  by  many  of  thofe  merchants,  have  fallen 
through  the  fame  caufes  from  forty  dollars, 
their  original  price,  to  thirty.  This  bank, 
eftablifhed  by  the  name  of  Columbia  Bank , 
had  originally  a capital  of  400,000  dollars, 
divided  into  ten  thoufand  ihares.  Its  capi- 
tal 
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tal  was  augmented  with  150,000  dollars,  by 
an  a<fl  of  the  legiflature  of  Maryland  in  its 
laft  feffion  : it  is  employed  in  the  fame  fer- 
vices  as  all  the  other  banks  of  America. 
The  notes  it  has  in  circulation  are  for  the 
moft  part  of  the  value  of  a dollar,  and  they 
are  current  at  Alexandria,  and  all  the  weft- 
ern  parts  of  Maryland  as  far  as  Baltimore. 

The  flores  of  George-Town  are  ufually 
furnifhed  from  Baltimore  ; it  is  at  that  port 
that  the  (hips  belonging  to  George-Town 
generally  difpofe  of  their  cargoes  in  returning 
from  Europe.  The  merchants  of  this  place 
expeét  to  fee  their  trade  revive,  from  the 
completion  of  the  two  canals  of  the  large 
and  little  falls  of  the  Potowmack,  the  re- 
mainder of  the  navigation  of  that  river  be-* 
ing  cleared  froni  ôbftacles.  They  then  ex* 
pe6l  to  be  the  medium  of  exporting  the  pro& 
duce  of  the  countries  watered  by  the  Potow- 
mack and  the  rivers  that  fall  into  it,  which 
at  prefent  can  be  conveyed  to  George-Town 
only  by  land,  at  as  high  a price  as  the  con- 
veyance of  them  to  Baltimore,  which  from 
its  fituation  has  the  advantage  of  the  towns 
on  the  banks  of  the  Potowmack;  where  the 

price 
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price  of  the  carriage  of  flour  by  land  is  three 
dollars  per  barrel  : it  will  be  only  eight  fhil~ 
lings  and  fix  pence  by  water.  This  advan- 
tage will  be  communicated  alfo  to  the  Eafi> 
branch  in  Federal-City,  and  Alexandria. 

The  merchants  of  George-Town  perfuade 
themfelves  that  they  will  reap  the  greater 
part  of  the  benefit  of  thefe  navigations. 
Being  placed  the  fir  ft  on  the  route  of  thofe 
who  will  bring  their  produce  from  the  coun- 
tries above  the  city,  and  being  provided  with 
warehoufes  to  receive  goods,  it  will  be  a 
iaving  of  money  and  time,  in  veflels  com- 
ing down  the  river,  to  difpofe  of  their  car- 
goes at  Geôrge-Town.  They  affert,  that 
the  port  of  this  place,  that  is  to  fay,  the  part 
of  the  river  that  may  be  converted  to  that 
purpofe,  will  hold  a great  number  of  veflels 
with  fecurity  j and  the  danger  from  fhoals 
of  ice,  which  they  do  not  deny  to  exifo 
during  two  months,  they  obferve,  may  be 
avoided  by  veflels  ufing  the  Eaft-branch  for 
that  period. 

The  inhabitants  of  the  banks  of  the  Eaft- 
branch  truft  to  the  depth  and  fecurity  of  their 
river,  to  draw  all  the  commerce  of  the  place 
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to  themfelves  $ and  they  do  not  doubt,  that 
even  the  merchants  of  George-Town  will 
foon  find  the  advantage,  and  remove  there* 
They  are  fecure  from  the  ice  f and  the  in- 
terior canal  between  the  Potowmack  and 
them  will,  they  imagine,  direétly  afford  them 
all  the  advantages  of  that  great  river. 

The  inhabitants  of  Alexandria  pretend, 
that  participating  in  like  manner  of  the  ad- 
vantages of  the  navigation  of  the  Potowmack 
through  the  canal,  they  have,  moreover,  the 
advantage  of  a commerce  long  eftablifhed 
and  that  is  daily  increafing — an  advantage 
that  is  not  to  be  counterbalanced  by  the  dif- 
ference of  five  miles’  more  of  failing,  which 
cannot  deter  veffels  from  proceeding  to  the 
market  where  they  can  both  fell  and  buy  to 
greater  advantage. 

Time  will  fhew  which  of  thefe  three  places 
argues  with  the  greateft  truth.  I think  the 
argument  is  in  favour  of  Alexandria. 

At  George-Town  there  is  a very  hand- 
fome  fmall  Catholic  college,  maintained  by 
private  donations  and  fubfcriptions. 

f ; | * , * ; t < f p . ; f » * ' , i . i <-i-i  ••  f * r p ■ ~ 
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FALLS  OF  THE  POTOWMACK. 

An  excurfion  that  I made  to  the  falls 
gave  me  an  opportunity  of  feeing  the  canals, 
which  are  forming  for  the  purpofe  of  avoid- 
ing them,  and  are  the  undertaking  of  the 
Potowmack  Company . The  canal  of  the 
fmaller  falls  is  entirely  finifhed  ; it  is  a mile 
and  a half  in  length:  four  locks  ten  feet 
high,  placed  at  its  upper  extremity,  convey 
veffeis  down  the  river*  The  fmaller  falls 
are  not  ftridtly  fuch  ; but  the  water  is  fuf- 
ficiently  checked  and  difturbed  in  its  cottrfe 
to  render  the  navigation  impracticable,  and 
the  noife  it  makes  is  confiderable.  Above 
the  fmaller  falls,  at  a place  where  the; Pô* 
towmack  is  confined  to  a narrow  paiTage 
between  mountains,  a bridge  has  been  lately 
ereôed,  of  the  fame  kind  as  the  bridge  of 
Merrymack,  near  Newbury-port,  in  Mafia- 
chufetts  : the  fame  architect  was  employed 
in  both*  The  bridge  over  the  Potowmack 
{s  one  hundred  and  twenty  feet  in  the  lpan  \ 
it  is  much  admired  here,  b'ecaufe  tfee  people 
Vol,  IIL  U u in 
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in  this  place  have  no  knowledge  of  the  arts* 
but  is  indeed  difgufting  for  its  heavinefs, 
having  an  immenfe  quantity  of  timber  and 
iron  walled  on  it,  that  would  have  been 
fpared  in  Europe,  and  with  it  a great  part  of 
the  expence. 

The  canal  of  the  great  falls  is  alfo  finilhed, 
excepting  the  locks,  which  are  to  be  ten  in 
number.  The  height  of  the  falls  themfelves 
is  feventy-eight  feet,  and  the  defcent  from 
the  upper  end  of  the  canal  to  the  lower  end 
is  about  ninety  feet.  To  make  feme  ufe  of  v 
the  canal  in  its  prefent  ftate,  till  the  locks 
can  be  conftruâedÿ  large  malfes  of  earth 
are  left  to  check  the  rapidity  of  the  water  ; 
velfels  proceed  to  the  place  where  thefe  are, 
and  the  barrels  of  flour,  and  hoglheads  of 
tobacco*  which  are  the  principal  articles 
brought  down  the  river,  are  rolled  down  an 
inclined  plane  made  of  wood  (for  this  tem- 
porary ufe),  to  velfels  that  wait  for  them 
below. 

The  great  fall  of  the  Potowmack  is 
beautiful,  and  deferves  to  be  vilited  by  all 
who  arrive  in  this  neighbourhood  j but  if 

the 
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the  traveller  has  feen  that  of  Niagara,  he 
will  not  be  ready  to  compare  any  other  with 
that  fublime  cataradl. 

The  fall  of  the  Potowmack  is  about  half 
a mile  acrofs  ; it  prefents  a very  fine  fight  ; 
and  the  effedt  of  the  rocks,  with  which  the 
country  every-where  abounds,  adds  greatly 
to  its  beauty.  The  inhabitants  of  its  vici- 
nity employ  fragments  of  thefe  rocks  for  the 
foundation  of  their  houfes,  fome  of  which 
indeed  are  entirely  built  of  them.  On  the 
other  fide  of  the  Potowmack,  from  the 
fmaller  to  the  great  falls,  the  banks,  though 
not  very  well  cultivated,  are  pleafing,  and 
abound  with  fine  fituations. 

The  ftate  of  Maryland  is  at  prefent  mak- 
ing a road  along  the  banks  of  the  river  from 
George-Town  to  the  bridge.  This  road  is 
made  in  a very  excellent  manner,  and  will 
be  pleafant  when  finifhed  ; it  however  ap- 
peared to  me  to  be  a little  too  narrow.  The 
workmen  employed  in  it  are  paid  eleven 
dollars  per  month  with  their  board  ; they 
are  white  men,  and  generally  Irishmen, 
and  new  comers.  Aim  oft  every  year  a 
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veffel  filled  with  Irifh  labourers  arrives  at 
George -To  win 

Bricks  are  made  at  George-Town  and 
Federal-City,  and  are  fold  for  fix  dollars  per 
thoufand.  Lime  is  at  prefen t fold  for  four 
dollars  per  barrel  : as  lime-flone  is  found  in 
abundance,  k is  expected  that  when  the  na- 
vigation (hall  be  entirely  open,  the  price  of 
lime  will  be  reduced  to  one  half, 

George-Town  is  the  county  town  of 
Montgomery  in  Maryland.  The  population 
of  this  county  amounts  to  eighteen  thoufand 
fouls  ; of  which  there  are  more  than  fix 
thoufand  flaves.  It  is  feparated  from  the 
county  of  Prince  George  by  Rock-creek* 
Thus  all  the  new  part  of  the  city  belongs 
to  this  latter  county,  and,  by  the  provifions 
of  the  law  relative  to  this  fubjeft,  will  con- 
tinue to  belong  to  it  till  the  government  of 
the  United  States  is  aélually  eftablifhed  at 
Federal-City, 

MR.  LAW. 

All  the  time  that  I paffed  at  Federal-City 

I re- 
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I refided  with  Mr.  Law.  Laft  year  he  very 
much  increafed  his  domeftic  felicity  by  mar- 
rying an  amiable  woman,  who  unites  ac- 
complifhments,  fweetnefs  of  manner,  and 
a charming  figure,  to  a found  underflanding 
and  all  the  qualities  that  contribute  to  make 
the  married  life  happy. 

I cannot,  however,  feliqitate  Mr.  Law  on 
the  fpeculation  which  induced  him  to  pur- 
chafe  a number  of  lots  in  this  new  city,  and 
to  choofe  it  for  the  place  of  his  refidence. 
It  appears  to  me,  that  he  might  have  made 
a more  prudent  and  fortunate  ufe  of  the 
great  property  he  amaffed  by  many  years, 
toil  in  India.  He  enters  every  day  more 
deeply  into  the  concerns  of  this  city,  with- 
out being  able  fincerely  to  predifl:  his  fuccefs. 
His  fortune  is  fuperior  to  the  greateft  for- 
tunes in  America,  and  he  might  have  lived 
on  his  own  revenues  with  fplendour,  happy 
himlelf,  and  making  others  lo.  His  temper9 
which  is  fincere,  humane,  and  generous, 
qualified  him  for  that  mode  of  life  ; not- 
withftanding  which,  he  has  wilfully  plung  d 
himfelf  into  an  abyfs  of  cares,  and  all  the 
contentions  of  this  dift rafted  city,  wbrh 
U u 3 
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only  prevent  the  enjoyment  of  his  fortune, 
but  even  endanger  it.  He  is  not  himfelf 
very  confident  of  fuccefs,  and  he  is  far  from 
being  avaricious  ; but  his  ardent  temper  is 
continually  deceiving  him  concerning  the 
iffue  of  the  unfavourable  circumftances 
which  he  cannot  overlook  ; and  every  day 
his  obftinacy  on  this  fubjedt  increafes,  con- 
tinually leading  him  to  new  expences  in  this 
vexatious  fpeculation.  I fear  he  will  not  be 
fo  fortunate  as  he  deferves  to  be. 

ALEXANDRIA. 

I went  by  water  from  Federal-City  to 
Alexandria,  which  is  a diftance  only  of  fix 
miles.  The  Potowmack,  the  whole  way 
from  one  place  to  the  other,  is  two  miles  in 
breadth  ; and  its  banks  are  well  cultivated, 
and  covered  with  a confiderable  number  of 
houfes.  The  Maryland  fide  being  more 
elevated  prefents  a finer  afpedt.  A fuccef- 
fion  of  fmall  hills  and  beautiful  vallies,  inter- 
fered with  ftreams,  and  having  clumps  of 
trees,  and  even  pleafure-grounds,  fcattered 
up  and  down,  give  it  a very  lively  appear- 
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ance.  The  oppofite  fide  belonging  to  Vir- 
ginia is  not  ablolutely  flat,  but  the  ground 
does  not  rife  except  at  a diftance  from  the 
river,  and  not  in  the  lame  degree  as  on  the 
Maryland  fide.  It  however  does  not  want 
profpedts  which  are  charming.  It  is  in  go- 
ing  from  Alexandria  to  Federal-City  that 
the  traveller  has  the  beft  view  of  this  coun- 
try. The  eye  is  not  loft,  as  in  the  other 
route,  in  the  immenfe  extent  of  the  Po tow- 
mack  ; which,  continually  enlarging,  leaves 
nothing  to  be  feen  at  length  but  the  hori- 
zon.  In  this  palfage  the.  country  clofes  till 
the  profpedl  is  bounded  by  the  chain  of 
mountains  which  form  the  falls  at  fifteen 
miles  diftance  ; and  in  the  intervening  fpace, 
the  eye  lefts  on  the  (loping  ground  deftmed 
for  the  fite  of  Federal -City,  and  where  al- 
ready there  is  a fufficient  number  of  houles 
to  ornament  the  fcene.  The  mountains  on 
the  fide  of  Maryland  and  Virginia,  which 
decreafe  in  approaching  the  Chefapeak,  con- 
fequently  rile  and  enlarge  on  the  view  in 
proceeding  the  other  way.  The  divifion  of 
the  waters  of  the  Potowmack  and  ti  e haft- 
branch,  made  by  the  point  of  land  widen  •? 
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the  fite  of  Federal-City,  is  an  objeft  that 
arrefts  the  attention,  and  whofe  grandeur 
deduds  nothing  from  its  beauty.  It  is  un- 
queftionably  among  the  fined:  views  that  are 
to  be  feen  on  any  river.  It  does  not,  how- 
ever, make  me  forget  thofe  of  North-River , 
in  the  ftate  of  New- York,  which  in  my 
opinion  are  even  preferable  ; without  Ipeak- 
ing  of  that  moft  delightful  fcene  of  the  paf- 
fage  on  that  river  in  the  highlands. 

This  is  at  p relent  the  feafon  when  (hoals 
of  herrings  appear  on  the  coafts  of  America, 
and  in  the  rivers  communicating  with  the 
fea.  I have  conftantly  feen  at  every  creek  a 
number  of  people  employed  in  fifhing  for 
them  with  long  nets,  which  they  drag  for  a 
while  and  then  draw  the  extremities  to- 
gether. There  is  feldom  a draught  at  which 
they  do  not  take  thoufands.  The  greater 
part  of  them  are  inftantly  cured.  There% 
is  an  immenfe  confumption  in  every  part 
of  America  of  this  fpecies  of  food.  Frelh 
herrings  fell  here  for  four  dollars  a thoufand. 
Sturgeon  is  alfo  very  plentiful  in  the  rivers 
of  this  country,  but  I do  not  think  it  is  as 
good  as  the  fturgeon  in  Europe.  Alexandria 

is, 
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is,  beyond  all  companion,  the  handfomeft 
town  in  Virginia,  and  indeed  is  among  the 
fined:  of  the  United  States.  It  {lands  on  a 
fmall  plain,  elevated  however  a few  feet 
above  the  river,  and  fo  as  not  to  be  incom- 
moded with  the  water.  This  town,  which 
was  begun  about  thirty  years  fince,  is  buil^ 
on  a regular  plan.  Streets  fufficiently  wide 
interfebl  each  other  at  right  angles  ; and 
fpacious  fquares  add  to  its  beauty,  conveni- 
ence and  falubrity.  Aîmofl  all  the  houfes 
and  warehoufes  are  of  brick.  Although  all 
the  buildings  have  not  an  appearance  of 
magnificence,  all  are  convenient  and  neat; 
and  the  houfes  are  of  two  {lories.  The 
quays  are  large  and  commodious*  and  extend 
along  the  river  every  day. 

This  town  increafes  very  rapidly,  owing 
to  the  flourifhing  {late  of  its  commerce, 
which,  no  doubt,  will  be  {fill  improved  by 
the  opening  of  the  navigation  of  the  Po tow- 
mack. 

It  is  maintained  by  many  of  the  inhabi- 
tants of  Federal-City  that  the  quays  of 
Alexandria  are  not  fo  fafe  for  {hipping  as 
thofe  of  the  Eafl-branch,  being  more  ex- 
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pofed  to  fhoals  of  ice  ; and  that  fmall  vet 
fels,  defcending  the  Potowmack,  and  paffing 
through  the  canal,  will  not  venture  again 
into  the  Potowmack  as  far  as  Alexandria. 
This  opinion  is  not  that  of  the  merchants  of 
Alexandria  ; who,  befide,  would  very  little 
raife  the  price  of  flour,  which  boats  would 
bring  down  the  Potowmack,  if  they  were 
even  obliged  to  reload  them  in  larger  veflels 
at  the  canal.  Hitherto  they  have  received 
the  produce  of  the  upper  parts  of  Virginia 
by  land,  and  the  carts  which  bring  them 
conftantly  arrive  in  great  numbers. 

Alexandria  carries  on  a confiant  trade 
with  the  Weft-India  iflands  ; and  alfo  fome 
with  Europe.  The  price  of  flour  here  at 
prefen t is  fix  dollars  and  a half  per  barrel. 
The  population  of  this  town  amounts  to 
nearly  five  thoufand  fouls,  of  which  there 
are  about  eight  hundred  black  flaves.  It  is 
fituated  at  the  diftance  of  a hundred  miles 
from  the  mouth  of  the  Potowmack,  in  the 
bay  of  Chefapeak. 

The  value  of  the  exportation  of  Alexan- 
dria amounted  in  1 7Q 1 to  381,242  dollars; 
in  1 7Q2,  to  535,592  dollars;  in  1/Q3,  to 
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812,889  dollars;  in  1/Q5,  to  Q48,46o  dol- 
lars; and  in  179O,  to  more  than  1,100,000 
dollars. 

There  is  a bank  at  Alexandria,  and  it  is 
the  only  one  in  Virginia.  It  was  eftablifhed 
in  December  1 792  by  an  aft  of  the  legifla- 
ture.  Its  original  capital  was  150,000  dol- 
lars, divided  into  750  {hares,  of  200  dollars 
each.  By  a law  paffed  in  December  1795 
it  was  authorized  to  augment  its  capital  by 
the  addition  of  350,000  dollars,  divided  into 
1 750  new  {hares. 

This  bank,  which  was  eftablilhed  on  the 
fame  principles,  and  for  the  fame  purpofe, 
as  all  the  other  banks  of  America,  makes  a 
dividend  from  four  and  a half  to  five  per 
cent  half-yearly.  It  ilfues  notes  to  the  value 
of  a dollar,  which  are  current  throughout 
all  Virginia,  at  George-Town,  and  even  for 
the  moft  part  in  Maryland. 

The  eftablilhment  of  a bank  at  Richmond 
was  authorized  by  the  legiflature  of  Virginia 
in  December  17Q2.  Its  capital  was  to  con- 
flit of  400,000  dollars,  in  {hares  of  200  dol- 
lars each  ; but  the  fubfcriptions  not  filling,  it 
does  not  exift. 
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JOURNEY  FROM  FEDERAL-CITY  TO 
BALTIMORE. 

The  country  from  Federal-City  to  Bla- 
denlburg  is  beautiful  ; that  is  to  fay,  nature 
defigned  it  to  be  fuch,  by  the  form,  and 
multiplicity  of  the  fmall  hills  with  which  it 
is  covered.  The  ground  is  poor,  and  as  ill 
cultivated  as  in  moft  other  places.  Bladenfi- 
burg  is  a fmall  village  decently  built,  where 
there  is  a place  for  inlpeâing  of  tobacco, 
little  ufed  at  prefent  ; and  a lchool  of  con- 
iiderable  reputation  in  the  country.  Bla- 
denfburg  is  fituated  on  the  upper  part  of  the 
Eaft-branch,  at  the  fpot  where  it  begins  to 
be  navigable.  Not  far  from  one  of  the 
ftreams  which  fall  into  that  river  is  a fine 
fpring  of  mineral  water,  which  is  feparated 
from  the  bed  of  the  ftream  only  by  a flip  of 
land  four  or  five  feet  in  breadth. 

From  Bladenlburg  to  Baltimore  the  coun- 
try is  every-where  hilly,  and  often  not 
unpleafing  to  the  fight.  It  is  filled  with 
'Woods,  but  of  a very  fmall  kind;  and  which 
is  permitted  to  remain  only,  for  want  of 

hands 
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hands  to  clear  the  ground,  or  rather  for 
want  of  capitals  to  enable  the  proprietors  to 
employ  the  negroes  on  it. 

It  is  faid  that  the  ground  is  better  at  fome 
miles’  diftance  from  the  road.  At  Vanville 
the  price  of  land  is  from  fix  to  twelve  dol- 
lars per  acre.  It  produces  from  feven  to 
eight  bulhels  of  corn  ; from  twelve  to  fifteen, 
of  Indian  wheat  -,  from  ten  to  twelve,  of 
barley  ; and  twenty  of  oats.,  becaufe  this  la  ft 
kind  of  grain  is  {own  on  the  bcft  land.  I 
received  fimilar  information  at  Spumes, 
twenty-five  miles  farther  on. 

At  eight  or  ten  miles  from  Vanville  I 
paffed  the  two  branches  of  the  Potukent, 
which  are  there  very  narrow,  and  over 
which  are  thrown  wooden  bridges,  the 
worft  and  moft  dangerous  I ever  faw.  The 
weftern  branch  feparates  the  county  of 
Prince  George  from  that  of  Ann  ArundeL 
Not  far  from  thefe  two  ftreams  are  the  iron- 
works of  Snowden,  and  a flitting-milk  The 
country  abounds  with  ores,  which  is  found 
on  the  furface,  as  well  as  in  the  bowels  of 
the  earth,  and  in  all  the  ftreams.  The  Pa- 
tafjkoy  which  lies  between  Spurries  and  Bal- 
timore, 
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timoré,  at  eight  miles  from  the  laft  place, 
is  not  more  than  thirty  toifes  in  breadth.  I 
paflfed  it  in  an  excellent  ferry-boat,  which  is 
dragged  over  by  the  help  of  a rope.  At  this 
ferry  the  Patapiko  ceafes  to  be  navigable; 
and  here,  confequently,  according  to  the 
cuftom  of  the  country,  there  is  a place  for 
the  infpeftion  of  tobacco.  It  has  a fmall 
village  built  around  it,  which  is  called  Elk - 
tidge-  landing. 

It  is  on  the  Patapjko  that , Baltimore  is 
built,  or  rather  on  an  arm  of  that  river. 
The  mouth  of  the  harbour  is  not  more  than 
two  hundred  toifes  acrofs,  and  is  conse- 
quently eafy  to  defend.  A fort  is  ere61ed  on 
a fmall  eminence  at  the  point  of  land  which 
Separates  the  harbour  from  the  river.  It  is, 
like  all  works  of  the  kind  in  America, 
poorly  conftrudted  ; but  a little  labour  and 
expence  would  render  it  what  it  ought  to  be. 

BALTIMORE. 

I found  Baltimore  larger  than  when  I was 
here  laft  year.  Several  quays  which  were 
only  begun,  and  forne  even  no  more  than 
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projeéied,  were  entirely  finifhed  ; and  large 
and  handfome  warehoufes  of  brick  entirely 
built  from  the  ground.  In  every  quarter  of 
the  town  buildings  increafe  ; and  there  is  an 
air  of  bufinefs  and  plenty  throughout  the 
whole. 

There  are  no  veffels  built  at  prefent  at 
Baltimore,  for  the  fame  reafons  that  put  a 
ftop  to  the  building  of  veffels  in  other  parts 
of  Maryland  and  Virginia.  Baltimore  has, 
notwithftanding,  loft  in  the  courfe  of  the 
year  a great  many  fhips  at  fea.  This  port 
continues  to  trade  to  the  Weft- Indies  ; and 
fome  of  the  merchants  engaged  in  that 
commerce  have  not  been  unfuccefsful. 

The  value  of  the  exports  of  Baltimore  in 
1791  amounted  to  1,570,588  dollars;  in 
17Q2,  to  1,843,225  dollars;  in  1793,  to 
3,084,545  dollars;  in  1 794,  to  5,312,209 
dollars;  iji  1795,  to  5,542,051  dollars;  and 
in  179Ô,  to  more  than  8,500,000  dollars. 
But  that  this  aftonifhing  increafe  in  the  ex- 
portation of  this  port  may  not  be  exagge- 
rated, the  augmentation  in  the  price  of  the 
produce  of  the  Weft-India  iflands  muft  here, 
as  in  every  other  part  of  America,  be  de- 
ducted 
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dudled  from  the  value  of  the  exports.  There 
are  no  merchants  here  as  rich  as  thofe  of 
Philadelphia.  The  fortunes  of  this  town 
are  in  their  infancy.  Luxury  is  not  only 
lefs  in  individuals,  but  is  lefs  general* 

I am  told  that  the  number  of  corn-mills 
built  within  ten  miles  round  Baltimore  ex- 
ceed fixty.  Some  that  I faw  near  the  town 
were  as  handfome,  upon  as  large  a fcale,  and 
as  complete  as  any  at  Brandywine. 

There  are  two, banks  at  Baltimore.  One 
is  a branch  of  the  bank  of  the  United  States; 
the  other  is  a bank  belonging  to  the  town, 
which  was  incorporated  in  1791,  by  a law 
of  this  flate,  with  a capital  of  three  hundred 
thoufand  dollars.  The.  flores  of  Baltimore 
partake  with  Philadelphia  in  fupplying  thofe 
of  Kentucky,  the  territory  of  the  well,  and 
Teneffee.  Philadelphia,  however,  would 
not  enter  into  this  competition  with  Baltic 
more,  were  not  its  commerce  more  exten- 
five,  and  its  flock  and  capital  larger,  fo  that 
purchafers  find  a greater  variety  of  affort- 
ments  of  every  kind  there.  It  is  faid  alfo 
that  the  fpirituous  liquors  fold  at  Baltimore 
are  more  adulterated  than  even  thole  fold  by 
' • the 
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the  merchants  of  Philadelphia.  The  mer- 
chants of  Baltimore  allow  the  traders  of 
Kentucky  from  twenty  to  five-and- twenty 
per  cent  profit  on  their  articles',  and  give  a 
twelvemonths  credit, 

Baltimore,  however-,  may  expeâ  to  lofe 
fofne  of  the  branches  of  its  commerce  from 
the  following  caufes  * 

1 ft,  The  entire  opening  of  the  naviga- 
tion of  the  Potowmack,  by  bringing  down 
the  corn  and  other  produce  of  the  parts 
of  Virginia  and  Maryland  watered  by  that 
river  and  others  which  flow  into  it,  will 
give  that  branch  of  commerce  to  George- 
Town,  Alexandria,  and  Federal-City  ; Bal- 
timoré  being  obliged  to  procure  thefe  articles 
hy  land  carriage. 

2d,  A fcheme  is  undertaken  for  joining 
the  Potowmack  above  Cumberland  with  one 
of  the  branches  of  the  Monongahela,  which 
f&Us.  into  the  Ohio  ; which,  if  it  fucceed, 
will  take  from  Baltimore  the  market  of 
Kentucky,  and  even  of  Pittfburg,  as  articles 
will  then  be  carried  to  thofe  places  by  water 
through  Alexandria  and  George-Town. 

3d,  If  the  fcheme  of  uniting  the  Chefa- 
Vou  III.  X x peak* 
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peak-bay  with  the  Delaware-bay  by  a ea- 
nal  paffing  through  the  eaft  of  Maryland  is 
completed,  which  appears  to  be  probable, 
the  corn  of  that  part  of  the  eaft,  and'  even 
of  the  weft,  which  at  prefent  is  carried  to 
Baltimore,  would  be  carried  to  Philadelphia 
and  Brandywine,  where  they  would  find  an 
ample  market  ; and  the  more  fo,  as  flour 
generally  fells  at  Philadelphia  for  a dollar, 
or  a dollar  and  a half,  per  barrel  more  than 
at  Baltimore.; 

The  merchants  of  Baltimore,  who1  are 
aware  of  thefe  confequences,  expeéi  that  at 
the  fame  time  the  Sufquehannah  will  be 
made  entirely  navigable  j and  in  that  ima- 
gine they  will  have  a complete  compenfa- 
tiom  But  it  appears  to  me  that  they  de- 
ceive themfelves  in  thele  expéditions  ; for 
the  articles  which  are  brought  down  the 
Sufquehannah  will  probably  take  the  route 
of  the  canal  that  will  join  the  two  bays 
when  it  is  finifhed  ; and  as  Philadelphia  is 
extremely  interefted  in  the  completion  of 
that  canal,  it  is  certain  that  the  legiflature 
of  Pennfylvania  will  never  confent  to  the 
works  xieceflary  to  render  the  Sufquehannah 
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navigable— that  river  flowing  chiefly  through 
its  territory — until  the  legiflature  of  Mary» 
land  fhall  confent  to  the  opening  of  the  ca- 
nal between  the  two  bays,  which  is  at  pre- 
lent  obftinately  oppofed  by  the  merchants  of 
Baltimore. 

From  thefe  obfervations  it  follows,  that 
Baltimore  is  ill  fituated  for  commerce  ; ow- 
ing its  prefent  fuccefs  merely  to  the  want  of 
other  ports  in  the  Chefapeak,  and  to  the  ob- 
ftrudtions  to  navigation  on  all  the  interior 
rivers. 

The  commerce  of  Baltimore  was  raifed 
from  the  funds  of  the  merchants  of  Phila- 
delphia, who  in  that  place  faw  a convenient 
entrepot  between  themfelves  and  the  back 
countries.  It  has  fince  increafed  by  the  capi- 
tals gained  by  the  merchants,  who  at  firffc 
were  only  factors  to  thofe  of  Philadelphia  ; 
but  the  decreafe  of  its  commerce  is  not 
therefore  the  lefs  probable. 

I went  to  fee  one  of  the  frigates  of  the 
United  States  here,  and  which  is  one  of 
thofe  that  have  been  ordered  to  be  finifhed: 
Ihe  will  be  launched  in  Àuguft.  I thought 
her  too  much  encumbered  with  wood-work 
Xx2*  within, 
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within,  but  in  other  refpefls  fhe  is  a fine 
veflel,  being  built  of  thofe  beautiful  kinds 
of  wood,  the  ever -green  oak  and  cedar  : fhe 
is  piérêed  for  thirty- fix  guns. 

An  inhabitant  of  Baltimore  has  ere&ed 
an  obfervatory  on  a final!  hill  on  the  other 
fide  of  the  port,  from  which,  with  a tçle- 
fcope,  one  fees  to  the  difiance  of  thirty-five 
miles  "into  the  bay.  A flag  is  hoifted  on  the 
obfervatory,  to  announce  the  arrival  of  vef- 
fels.  This  little  éftablïfhment  is  not  only 
very  grateful  to  the  merchants,  but  in  fome 
degree  ufeful,  and  is  already  encouraged 
"with  many  fubferiptiohs. . 

A public  library  is  erecting  by  fubfeription 
at  Baltimore  : two  thou fand  volumes,  fome 
good  and  fome  bad,  are  already  collected  for 
it.  This  is  the  only  public  library  through- 
out Maryland. 

Baltimore  has  afforded  great  afliftance'to 
the  unfortunate  Frenchmen  who  fled  from 

| ' • ' V*1  **  ■ * J 

the  difaftrous  ftate  of  St.  Domingo  ; in- 
dividuals having  copfiderably  added  by  fub- 
feriptions  to  the  donations  made  by  the  legi- 
slature of  the  ftate.1  ' 

BUSH- 
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BUSH-TOWN. 

The  ground  between  Baltimore  and  Bufh- 
Town  is  ftill  worfe,  if  pofiible,  than  that 
between  Federal-City  and  Baltimore  : the 
Heffian  fly,  which  to  the  fouth-weft  of  the 
town  attacks  the  corn  very  little,  lays  it 
wade  in  this  quarter  ; very  little  corn  is 
therefore  fown.  Small  grain,  Indian  wheat, 
and  q^afture,  includes  the  huihandry  of  the 
country.  It  is  befide  very  much  filled  with 
woods  of  a very  ufeiefs  kind,  and  very  mean 
appearance. 

At  fifteen  miles  from  Baltimore,  at  a place 
where  I breakfafted  with  a farmer  named 
Webjler , land  fells  from  eight  to  fifteen  dol- 
lars per  acre  ; there  is  very  little  that  ex- 
ceeds this  price,  and  this  is  pafture-ground, 
improved  by  fome  years  manuring,  Web- 
fter  has  a final!  flock  of  (heep,  whofe  wool 
he  fells  partly  to  neighbouring  fanners,  and 
partly  to  the  hatters  of  Baltimore,  at  four 
shillings  per  pound.  His  houfe  Hands  at  a 
little  diftance  from  Bird-River , which  ap- 
X x 3 pçars 
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pears  to  be  rather  an  arm  of  the  bay  than  a 
liver, 

A mill  not  far  from  Wtbfter’s  houie 
grinds  the  little  com  that  is  grown  in  this 
part  ; and  the  flour  is  fent  to  Baltimore. 

Bird-River  is  navigable  for  fmall  veflels 
to  a place  about  a mile  from  Webfter’s 
boufe  * about  a quarter  of  a mile  above 
which  it  is  not  more  than  four  toifes  in 
breadth,  and  is  eafily  forded.  This  is  a 
ufual  cafe  with  the  feveral  creeks  and  rivers 
of  the  country,  and  they  are  very  numerous? 
J pafied  the  Long-Cane y or  Great  Gunpowder, 
where  there  was  water  enough  at  that  time 
to  reach  the  girth  of  my  horfe  ; the  Little 
Gunpowder , which  I pafled  on  a very  mife«* 
rable  wooden  bridge  : this  river  fupplies 
fome  iron-works  and  flitting-mills,  known 
by  the  name  of  Onion  $- works)  the  Winter' s- 
Run,  a fmall  creek;  and  the  Bufh-River, 
which,  like  Bird-River,  is  only  four  toifès 
acrofs,  and  is  not  more  than  a foot  in  depth, 
at  a place  not  more  than  a quarter  of  a mile 
from  the  fpot  where  it  is  twelve  feet  in 
depth,  and  a mile  in  breadth.  There  is  a 

handfome 
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handfome  and  large  corn -mill  on  Bufh- 
River , to  which  corn  is  brought  from  a 
great  diftance,  the  proprietors  being  rich  and 
aâive.  The  flour  is  lent  to  Baltimore. 

The  Little  Gunpowder  creek  feparates  the 
county  of  Baltimore  from  that  of  Hartford. 
The  county  of  Baltimore,  exclufive  of  the 
city,  contains  twenty-five  thouland  inhabi- 
tants, of  which  ten  thouland  are  (laves.  The 
population  of  the  town  of  Baltimore  amounts 
to  fifteen  thouland  white  men,  and  from  fix 
to  feven  thoufaad  (laves. 

This  road  has  a mournful  appearance, 
and  is  very  thinly  inhabited.  The  road  is 
tolerably  good  for  a horfe  ; but  almoli 
impaffable  for  carriages.  Notwithftanding 
which,  there  are  four  ftages  that  pafs  it 
every  day  ; and  it  lies  between  two  of  the 
mod  confiderable  places  for  tiade  in  Ame- 
rica. 

At  the  diftance  of  a mile  before  I ar- 
rived at  Bulh-Town  I palled  through  Abing - 
ton , a fmall  and  poor  village,  which  is  re- 
markable for  nothing  but  for  the  remains  of 
a very  handfome  college,  built  by  the  Me- 
thodifts,  and  which  was  burned  down  about 
X x 4 ' two 
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two  years  (nice.  It  is  afferted  here,  that 
this  fire  was  occafioiied  wilfully;  and  whetf  ' 
it  is  known  that  the  Methodifts,  as  well  as 
the  Quakers,  exhort  to  the  emancipation  of 
the  flaves,  we  cannot  be  fur  prized  that  they 
fhould  be  hated  and  perfeçutéd  in  a country 
where  the  inhabitants  are  attached  to  the 

' * ; - r _ t 

lyftem  of  keeping  fiaves,  by  their  education, 
habits,  and  a narrow  view  of  their  interefts. 
It  muft  be  allowed  that  there  is  a great  deal 
of  enthufiafm  among  the  Methodifts  ; and 
I am  inclined  to  believe  that  they  are  too 
general  in  their  plans  for  the  abolition  of 
flavery,  even  to_  guard  fufficiently  the  ih~ 
terefts  of  the  fkvés  themfelves.,  Nor  are 
they  very  difcreet  in  their  fermons.  But 
from  all  I have  been  able  to  gather  con- 
cerning this  fed,  I am  perfuaded  it  includes 
many  worthy  and  virtuous  men,  and  even 
many  men  of  talents.  None  of  the  Me- 
thodifts poifefs  fiaves.  Many  before  they 
were  of  that  perfuafion  were  proprietors  of 
flaves,  and  freed  them.  There  have  been 
fome  who  have'  freed  three  hundred  ne- 
groes at  a time  ; binding  the  children  to 
matters,  with  the  condition  of  their  teach- 
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frig  them  to  read,  write  and  cypher,  and 
of  their  ferving  only  to  the  age  of  eighteen 
or  twenty,  when  they  were  to  be  entirely  at 
their  own  difpôfal.  Bufh-Town  is  in  the 
county  of  Hartford,  which  contains  fifteen 
thoufand  inhabitants,,  five  thoufand  of  which 
are  (laves.  Belair  has  been  the  county  town 
of  Hartford  for  feme  years  paft,  but  hitherto 
contains  only  the  townJioufe,  a prifon,  and 
à fmall  number  of  wooden  houfes.  It  was 
made  the  county  town  for  its  central  fitua- 
tion.  Bufh-Town  was  formerly  the  count j 
town,  and  was1  at  that  time  called  Hart- 
ford. 

JOURNEY  FROM  RUSH-TOWN  TO 
HAVRE-D  E-GRACE. 

The  country  till  I reached  the  Sufque- 
hannah  was  of  the  fame  kind  as  that  through 
which  I had  already  paffed.  In  travelling 
twelve  miles,  I did  not  fee  more  than  four 
houfes  that  were  not  miferable  huts;  and 
yet  the  farms  are  tolerably  large,  the  ground 
being  partly  fown  with  Indian  corn,  and  the 
remainder  irrimenfe  fields  very  rarely  ma- 
nured. The  land  is  in  general  fandy  and 

poor. 
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poor.  From  ten  to  twelve  bufhels  of  Indian 
wheat  per  acre  is  the  ufual  produce,  and 
from  five  to  fix  of  corn  (where  that  is  fown), 
when  the  Heffian  fly  does  not  infeft.  the 
grain,  it  being  as  common  in  this  part; 
of  Maryland  as  on  the  other  fide  of  the 
Chefàpeak.  Some  meadows,  efpecially  thofe 
that  lie  neareft  the  bay,  yield  forty  hun- 
dred weight  of  hay  per  acre.  There  is  fome 
ground  to  be  met  with  fuperior  in  quality, 
the  produce  of  which  is  a third  more  than 
what  I have  named. 

V iiC-  ) . 5»  - / \ * 

Throughout  the  whole  of  this  journey,  ^ 
found  that  lands  generally  fell  as  at  Bufli- 
Town,  from  ten  to  twenty  dollars  per  acre. 
Near  the  Sufquehannah  fome  rich  meadows 
fell  for  thirty-five  dollars  per  acre. 

The  rain  which  fell  inceffantly  for  two 
days,  and  detained  me  at  Bufh-Town,  fwell- 
ed  the  creeks  fo  much,  that  at  many  places 
we  paffed,  where  the  water  is  generally  no 
more  than  four  or  five  inches  in  depth,  it 
was  then  more  than  four  feet.  The  ftage 
that  goes  between  Philadelphia  and  Balti- 
more was  compelled  to  remain  four-and- 
twenty  hours  at  Bufh-Town  ; the  Winter's- 

Run , 
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Run,  which  is  ufually  no  more  than  two  feet 
in  depth,  having  rifep  to  fifteen  feet,  and 
there  being  no  bridge  over  that  river. 

The  Swan- river  is  the  only  one  of  any 
confequence  between  Bufh-Town  and  the 
Sufquehannah.  It  is  of  the  fame  kind  as 
the  reft;  that  is  to  fay,  very  narrow  at  a 
quarter  of  a mile  from  the  fpot  where  it  is 
two  or  three  miles  acrofs. 

The  land  is  tolerably  good  in  the  bot- 
toms, and  is  fold  for  thirty-four  dollars  per 
acre  ; that  on  the  heights  fells  only  for  ten 
and  twelve  dollars  per  acre.  The  wages  of 
labourers  are  from  eight  to  nine  dollars  per 
month,  for  the  fummer  feafon,  or  ninety- 
two  dollars  by  the  year  ; and  three  (hillings 
and  nine  pence  per  day  when  there  is  no- 
thing particular  to  do,  and  a dollar  and  a 
half  in  harveft-time.  They  make  a de- 
mand of  half  a dollar  extraordinary  for 
mowing. 

HAVRE-DE-GRACE. 

A few  houfes  that  (land  together  on  the 
weft:  banks  of  the  Sufquehannah  bear  the 

name 
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name  of  Havre-de-  Grace . A corripa  ny  con- 
fining of  eight  perfons  projected  the  efia- 
blilhment  of  a town  there.  A plan  was 
drawn  out,  the  ground  was  mcafured  arid 
bounded,  and  the  ftreets  laid  out;  The  fite 
included  a thoufand  acres,  divided  into  three 
thoufand  fix  hundred  lots  of  houfes.  The 
projectors  already  enjoyed  their  town  com- 
pleted  in  imagination  ; or  affected  to  do  fo. 
Their  reafons  for  fuppofing  it  would  be  peo- 
pled with  rapidity  were  the  following  : 

ift,  That  the  produce  of  the  Sufquehan- 
nah,  navigable  in  both  its  branches  for  three 
hundred  miles  above  Havre- de-Grace,  could 
have  no  other  outlet,  at  lead:  for  timber, 
which  abounds  along  its  banks  as  well 
as  along  the  banks  of  the  rivers  that  fall 
into  it. 

2d,  That  Chefapeak-bay,  which  com- 
mences at  this  fpot,  has  at  that  place  four- 
teen feet  water  without  a rock  or  fand-bank 
beneath  it  ; and  that,  therefore,  vefiels  of  a 
conliderable  burthen  might  there  eafily  take 
in  fuch  articles  as  could  not  venture  into  the 
bay  in  the  fmall  craft  that  brings  thèm  down 
the  river. 

Sd,  That 
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3d,  That  the  road  of  Havre- de-Grace, 
being,  in  that  part  of  the  to\vii  which  lies 
upon  the  bay,  would  be  fecured  from  the 
ihoals  of  ice,  and  in  other  refpedts  perfectly 
fafe. 

Thus  the  proprietors  of  the  ground  of  this 
new  city  imagined  that  the  commerce  of 
Baltimore,  and  even  that*  of  Philadelphia, 
would;  hi  part  be  transferred  to  Havre-de- 
e Grace.  . ••  - y ■ ■ > * 1 

The  navigation  "of  the  Sufquehannah, 
however,  although  practicable,  with  great 
care,  for  fmâll  veflfe Is  and  ti mber  rafts,  is 
not  without  danger,  and  does  not  admit  of 
any  larger  veffels.  It  flows  through  the 
Hate  of  Pennsylvania,  except  for  the  I all 
.twenty  miles  of  its  courfe  : and  as  the  legi- 
slature of  Pennlyl vania  entertains  the  pro- 
ject of  joining  the  Sufquehannah  and  the 
Schuylkill,  by  a canal  which  is  already  be- 
gun at  Sweetara  ; and  as  this  plan  has  no 
other  intention  than  to  give  Philadelphia 
the  means  of  receiving  direflly  the  corn 
that  the  Sufquehannah  brings  as  far  as  Mid- 
dleton; it  is  to  be  expefled  that  even  if  this 
canal  is  not  completed  (which  the  inhabi- 
tants 
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tants  of  Havre-de- Grace  believe  to  be  im*» 
pradticable),  the  ftate  of  Pennfylvania  will 
never  employ  funds  to  facilitate  a naviga- 
tion  the  profit  of  which  will  wholly  belong 
to  a neighbouring  ftate.  The  depth  of  the 
canal  that  comes  up  to  Havre-de-Grace  is 
not,  even  below  Point-Concordy  confiderable 
enough  to  admit  veffels  of  great  burthen  % 
and  confequently  not  diredlly  to  carry  on 
foreign  commerce  with  advantage.  I take 
this  projedt  therefore  to  be  another  dream, 
at  leaft  as  to  the  extent  given  to  it.  This 
town,  which  may  very  well  become  an  en- 
trepot, where  the  merchants  of  Philadel- 
phia and  Baltimore  may  eftablifh  agents, 
does  not  appear  to  be  calculated  for  any 
higher  deftiny.  Pamphlets  are  however  cir- 
culated to  praile  the  advantages  of  its  fitua- 
tion,  and  confequently  to  atradi  adventurers* 
The  company  have  fent  an  agent  to  Europe 
to  fell  their  lots,  the  price  of  which  is  from 
a hundred  to  a hundred  and  fifty  dollars,  ac- 
cording to  their  fituations.  Notwithftand-* 
ing  the  adtivity  of  thefe  meafures,  and  even 
the  probability  that  this  place  will  becortie 
an  entrepôt,  I am  perfuaded  the  tenth  part 

of 
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of  the  fite  of  Havre-de-Grace  will  never  be 
covered  with  houfes  ; or,  to  fay  the  leaft, 
not  for  a great  number  of  years.  Many  peo- 
ple affert  that  the  fituation  is  far  from  being 
healthy. 

There  are  obftruâions  in  the  navigation 
of  the  Sufquehannah  eight  miles  above  Ha- 
vre-de-Grace, and  within  the  territory  of 
the  ltate  of  Maryland.  A canal  which  will 
remedy  the  evil  is  almoft  finifhed.  The 
funds  for  defraying  the  expences  of  this  ca- 
nal were  raifed  by  fubfcriptions  of  indivi- 
duals and  the  ftate  of  Maryland.  The  tide 
flows  fix  miles  above  Havre-de-Grace  ; and 
herrings  abound  there  as  in  the  Potowmack* 
There  are  ten  different  fifheries  eftablifhed 
within  that  fpace  on  the  weft  banks  of  the 
Sufquehannah,  where  the  fhoals  are  the 
greateft  ; and  five  on  the  other  fide.  The 
herrings  are  taken  in  large  nets*  from  a 
hundred  and  eighty  to  two  hundred  fa- 
thoms in  length,  and  from  four  to  fix  fa- 
thoms in  breadth.  The  nets  are  fpread 
acrofs  the  river  by  boats,  a rope  at  one  end 
being  fattened  to  the  fhore,  and  the  other 
end  conveyed  by  the  boat  to  a certain  dif- 

tauce ; 
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tance  ; and  they  are  drawn  by  the  help  of 
a capftan;  There  is  no  other  fifh  here  but 
herrings  arid  fh  ad -fifh  $ and  the  latter  ate 
found  in  very  final!  quantities.  The  mo- 
ment the  herrings  are  taken,  they  are 
thrown  into  large  calks  with  The 

filhermen  do  not  clean  them,  nor  take  off 
the  heads,  as  on  the  Potowmaek.  Having 
been  left  five  days  in  thefe  calks,  they  are 
taken  out,  and  packed  in  barrels,  which  at 
each  end  have  a layer  of  lalt  ; and  then  they 
are  fit  for  fale.  The  fifheries,  the  curing 
the  herring,  and  the  packing  them  in  bar- 
rels, employ  from  fourteen  to  fifteen  men  in 
each  filhery,  who  have  each  fifteen  dollars 
per  month,  with  their  provifions.  Every 
barrel  contains  about  five  hundred  herrings, 
and  requires  a bulhd  and  a half  of  fait, 
which  coils  five  fhilliiigs  per  bufhel;  the 
barrel,  itfelf  colts  five  fhillings  and  fix  pence: 
the  nets  laft  three  or  four  feafons,  aiid  colt 
from  two  hundred  to  three  hundred  dol- 
lars, according  to  their  di  mentions.  That 
part  of  the  river  where  the  filhery  is  elta- 
biilhed  is  taken  of  the  proprietor  of  the  ad- 
joining land  ; and  from  thirty  to  fifty  dollars 

annually 
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annually  are  paid  for  a fifhery,  according  to 
its  fituation  ; for  the  difference  of  a point  in 
the  land,  or  of  the  nearnefs  of  the  current 
to  the  fhore,  makes  a great  difference  in  the 
fize  and  quantity  of  the  fhoals.  The  feafon 
for  fifhing  continues  five  or  fix  weeks,  dur- 
ing which  the  ten  fifheries  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  Havre-de-Grace  take  about  12,000 
barrels  of  herrings  : they  are  fent  as  far  as 
Baltimore  : fome  are  fold  frefh  to  the  in- 
habitants, who  cure  them  themfelves.  A 
barrel  of  cured  herrings  is  fold  for  five  doU 
lars  and  a half:  frefh  herrings  are  four  dol- 
lars per  thoufand,  which  is  the  fame  price  as 
on  the  Potowmack.  Small  veffels  of  about 
forty  tons  carry  the  cured  herrings  to  Balti- 
more ; they  are  generally  built  at  Havre-de- 
Grace,  and  coft  twenty  dollars  per  ton  for 
the  hull,  which  makes  them  amount  to 
thirty-five  or  thirty-fix  dollars  per  ton  when 
they  are  ready  for  fea. 

While  I was  vifiting  one  of  thefe  fifheries 
I faw  a net  drawn,  with  an  immenfe  quan- 
tity of  fifh  ; enough,  it  was  computed,  to  fill 
two  hundred  barrels  : the  fifhermen  calculate  . 
Vol,  III,  Y y ' the 
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the  medium  quantity  of  a draught  to  be 
about  forty  barrels.- 

JOURNEY  FROM  HAVRE-DE-GRACE 
TO  ELK-TOWN. 

I have  fpoken  in  my  journal  of  laft  year 
of  the  beauty  of  the  banks  of  the  Sufque- 
hannah  at  its  mouth  ; thefe  banks  are  lofty, 
diverfified  in  their  appearance,  well  culti- 
vated, and  covered  with  dwellings.  At  the 
entrance  of  the  bay  the  profpeft  extends  as 
far  as  the  fight  can  reach  ; ten  miles  higher 
up,  on  the  fide  of  Philadelphia,  noble  moun- 
tains of  various  beautiful  forms  bound  the 
profpeét. 

In  this  part  of  the  Sufquehannah  are  im~ 
menfe  flocks  of  wild  ducks,  known  by  the 
name  of  canvas-back  ducks , and  are  efteemed 
delicious  eating.  This  fowl,  which  in  fum- 
mer  haunts  the  more  northern  lakes  of  the 
Continent,  vifits  the  Sufquehannah  towards 
the  month  of  December,  and  remaining  there 
till  the  frofts  fets  in,  at  that  feafon  proceeds 
to  the  Potowmack  ; when  the  ice  difappears, 

it 
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it  returns  again  to  the  Sufquehannah  for  a 
week  or  two,  and  then  departs  for  its  fum- 
mer  haunts. 

Having  croffed  the  Sufquehannah,  I found 
myfelf  in  the  county  of  Cecil , through  the 
fouthern  part  of  which  I had  travelled  three 
weeks  before  from  Warwick  to  a river  called 
the  Safafras . It  was  my  intention  to  pay  a 
vifit  for  a day  to  Philip  'Thomas , one  of  the 
richeft  proprietors  in  this  part  of  the  coun- 
try, and  a partner  in  the  Havre-de-Grace 
company.  I was  even  on  my  road  to  his 
houfe,  when  I learned  that  he  had  been  two 
days  at  Philadelphia  ; I therefore  abandoned 
my  defign,  and  took  the  road  to  Philadel- 
phia/ through  a country  a little  more  plea- 
fant,  better  cultivated,  and  better  inhabited,, 
than  that  between  Baltimore  and  the  Sut 
quehannah  ; but  by  no  means  either  rich  or 
Well  peopled. 

A fmall  creek  called  Principio , which  is 
no  more  than  four  toifes  in  breadth  in  one 
fpot,  after  a fall  among  rocks  of  about  thirty 
feet,  fpreads  to  a mile  in  breadth,  and  con- 
tinues to  widen  till  it  falls  into  the  bay. 
Juft  below  this  fall  is  a cannon  foundery  be- 
Y y 2 longing 
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longing  to  Colonel  Youth , one  of  the  part- 
ners of  the  Havre-de-Grace  company  ; this 
foundery  is  at  prefent  entirely  employed  in 
carting  cannon  for  the  frigates  building  by 
the  United  States  : a hundred  and  twenty 
dollars  for  every  twenty  hundred  weight  of 
metal  is  the  price  the  colonel  receives  for  all 
cannon  that  are  proof,  which  amounts  to 
about  three  hundred  dollars  for  a cannon  of 
twenty-four  pounds  caliber.  The  colonel 
procures  his  ore  from  the  neighbourhood  of 
the  place  where  Webfter  refides,  at  a little 
diftance  from  Bird-creek;  it  is  brought  to 
Principio  in  boats.  This  ore  does  not  yield 
more  when  melted  than  two  fifths  of  its 
weight  of  iron  ; and  the  metal,  on  the  mere 
infpeclion  of  it,  did  not  appear  to  me  to  be 
good.  The  great  number  of  cannon  that 
burft  in  the  proof,  with  the  fragments  of 
which  the  ground  is  covered,  confirmed  me 
in  this  opinion  : the  cannons  however  appear 
to  be  cart  with  confiderable  fkill,  and  great 
care. 

This  is  the  fécond  cannon  foundery  in  the 
United  States  : there  is,  as  I have  faid  be- 
fore, another  fituated  in  the  ftate  of  Rhode- 

Ifland 
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Ifland  : and  thefe  are  the  only  ones.  They 
have  been  eflabiifhed  by  French  founders, 
fent  by  the  French  government  for  that  pur- 
pofe  about  ten  or  twelve  years  ago4,  thus,  for 
every  thing  that  contributes  to  their  fafety, 
the  United  States  are  indebted  to  France. 

Colonel  Youth’s  foundery  confifts  of  a 
furnace  with  bellows,  and  a reverberating 
one.  When  he  is  not  employed  in  call- 
ing cannon  he  manufactures  pots,  chimney 
backs,  and  other  large  works.  The  number 
of  workmen  at  prefent  amounts  to  fifty,  who 
are  paid  from  ten  to  twenty  dollars  a month. 

The  view  of  the  fall  is  extremely  pictu- 
refque  and  beautiful.  The  fmàll  veffels  of 
from  forty  to  fifty  tons,  which  bring  the  ore, 
approach  it  within  fifty  fathom. 

From  feveral  elevated  points  of  the  road 
from  Elk-Town  the  bay  of  Chefapeak  may 
be  feen  : you  approach  it  even  at  Charles - 
Town,  and  at  Nordwaijl , a little  village  built 
on  Nordwaijl -River  ; which,  like  the  others, 
is  only  a continuation  of  the  bay.  The 
fmali  creeks,  however,  which  we  pafs  at  the 
ford  are  innumerable.  It  is  probable,  that 
in  a dry  feafon  they  are  not  to  be  perceived, 
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but  after  the  heavy  rains,  which  have  fallen 
for  fome  days  paft,  they  are  almoft  all  wide 
and  deep. 

' ELK-TOWN. 

This  fmall  town  is  the  capital  of  Cecil- 
Côunty,  and  contains  about  100  houfes,  al- 
moft all  built  in  one  ftreet,  which  leads  to 
Philadelphia. 

Elk-River  is  navigable  only  a mile  below 
the  town,  and  at  which  point  there  is  alfo 
an  aflemblage  of  houfes  and  warehoufes, 
which  may  be  confidered  as  a part  of  the 
town. 

Elk-Town  has  a pretty  good  trade  in  corn 
with  Philadelphia,  which  is  brought  par- 
ticularly from  the  eaftern  part  of  Maryland. 
From  Elk-Town  it  is  fent  by  land  to  Chrif- 
tiana-bridge,  a village  at  the  diftance  of 
twelve  miles  ; and  from  thence  conveyed 
on  the  Chriftiana  to  Brandywine  and  Phila- 
delphia. It  is  afferted  that  300,000  bufhels 
are  fent  annually  from  Elk-Town  by  this 
route.  The  price  of  carriage  to  Brandy- 
wine is  nine  pence  per  bufhel,  and  to  Phila- 
delphia eleven  pence  halfpenny. 


One 
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One  of  the  plans  for  joining  the  Chefa- 
peak  and  the  Delaware,  by  inland  naviga- 
tion, is  to  join  the  Elk-River  to  that  of  the 
Chriftiana.  Another  has  for  its  object  to 
join  the  Bohemia  to  the  Apoquimini.  A third 
is  to  make  a communication  between  the 
river  Chefter  and  Duck-River  ; and  the 
fourth  would  join  the  Choptank  to  Jones- 
River,  Each  of  thefe  plans  is  favoured  by 
the  inhabitants  of  the  part  of  the  county 
which  it  would  pafs  through. 

It  is  afferted  that  the  Rate  of  Delaware 
oppofes  almoft  all,  becaufe  a great  number  of 
horfes  belonging  to  the  inhabitants  are  con- 
ftantly  and  ufefully  employed  in  carrying 
corn  from  Elk-Town  to  Chriftiana-bridge. 
I can  hardly  believe  that  fo  trifling  an  in- 
tereft  can  miflead  the  inhabitants,  and  efpe« 
dally  the  legiflature  of  Delaware,  in  oppo- 
lition  to  the  important  interefts  of  the  Rate. 

The  commercial  interefts  of  Baltimore, 
as  I have  before  faid,  oppofe  this  jun&ion. 
To  judge  which  of  thefe  four  plans  ought  to 
be  preferred,  we  fhould  know  the  plan  of 
the  engineers,  and  the  nature  of  the  ground 
and  the  obftacles.  If  the  difficulties  were 
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equal,  that  which  would  join  the  Bohemia 
to  the  Apoquimini  appears  the  beft,  as  being 
higher  in  the  river  Delaware.  The  fmall 
Ipace  of  ground  to  be  cut  through  to  join 
the  two  rivers  fhould  likewife  be  taken  into 
tonfideration,  as  rendering  its  execution 
quicker,  and  lefs  expenfive.  As  the  part  to 
be  cut  through  is  entirely  in  the  ftate  of 
Delaware,  the  acquiefcence  of  the  legiflature 
of  Maryland  is  unneceffary. 

A general  obftacle  exifts  againft  all  thefe 
projeds  ; — -which  is,  the  difference  in  the 
height  of  the  waters  of  the  Delaware  and 
of  the  Cbefapeak. 

Th  is  difference  is  occafioned  by  the  rapid 
influx  from  the  Gulph  of  Mexico,  which,  on 
account  of  the  diredion  of  the  currents,  and 
the  narrownefs  of  the  bafon,  rufties  with 
more  force  on  the  waters  of  the  Delaware 
than  on  thofe  of  the  Chefapeak,  mixes  withfc 
them  fooner,  and  raifes  them  higher  ; whilft 
on  the  other  hand  after  having  paifed  the 
capes  of  the  Chelapeak,  it  immediately  turns 
into  a va  ft  bafon,  and  thus  lofing  its  force 
renders  the  reft  of  the  bay  from  two  to  three 
feet  lower  than  the  Delaware, 
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But  this  variation  in  the  height  of  the 
water  of  thefe  two  bays  might  be  remedied 
by  fluices  at  the  points  where  the  rivers 
would  unite. 

; 

About  a mile  from  Elk-Town  is  the 
boundary  of  the  ftates  of  Maryland  and  De- 
laware. There  are  in  the  neighbourhood 
fome  meadows,  which  are  kept  in  good  or- 
der ; fituated  in  a good  bottom,  and  fowed 
with  clover  and  timothy-grafs,  which  yields 
in  two  crops  from  eighty  to  one  hundred 
weight  of  hay  an  acre.  Ten  hundred  weight 
of  hay  fells  here  for  fix  dollars  and  a half. 
Thefe  excellent  meadows  do  not,  however, 
fell  for  more  than  thirty  dollars  per  acre  : 
the  price  of  other  land  is  from  ten  to  fifteen 
dollars. 

Labourers  are  paid  here  fix  (hillings  a 
day,  or  eleven  dollars  a month  ; the  greater 
part  of  them  are  negroes  let  out  by  their 
matters.  In  harveft  time  they  pay  them  a 
dollar  a day. 

Elk-River  as  well  as  the  other  rivers 
abounds  in  herrings  and  ducks  : this  abun- 
dance is  a great  refource  for  poor  families, 
who  may  procure  by  their  own  pains,  or  at 

a very 
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a very  low  price,  their  food  for  almoft  all 
the  year  in  thefe  two  forts  of  provifion. 
Some  hogs,  whofe  feed  cofts  them  nothing* 
as  they  let  them  run  in  the  woods,  provide 
the  reft  : but  the  confequence  of  this  eafy 
method  of  procuring  food  in  abundance  is, 
that,  unlefs  they  have  the  intention  of  emi- 
grating, they  become  indolent.  Three  weeks’ 
work  in  harveft  time,  and  the  fale  of  the 
ducks  which  they  kill,  procure  them  as 
much  money  as  they  want:  one  or  two 
acres  of  maize  which  they  cultivate  furnifti 
them  with  bread  ; and  a great  number  of 
them  are  therefore  idle  all  the  year. 

GENERAL  OBSERVATIONS  ON  MARY- 
LAND. 

All  that  I have  feen  of  the  ftate  of  Mary- 
land— and  I have  travelled  through  the  . 
greateft  part  of  it  during  this  year  and  the 
laft — induces  me  to  believe  that  its  fituation 
in  many  parts  is  inferior  to  almoft  all  the 
other  ftates  of  America. 

Slavery,  v7hich  gives  a very  great  advan- 
tage to  the  eaftern  ftates  over  the  fouthern, 

in 
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in  refpeél  to  the  cultivation  of  the  ground, 
and  fuch  manufadures  as  the  ftate  of  popu- 
lation in  this  new  world  permits,  produces 
ftill  more  evils  in  Maryland  than  in  Virginia 
and  the  Carolinas,  as  Maryland  is  lefs  exten- 
five  than  the  three  other  ftates,  and  does  not 
produce,  like  them,  fine  and  rich  crops  of 
rice,  cotton,  and  tobacco  : added  to  which, 
the  number  of  flaves  in  thofe  ftates  is  greater 
in  proportion  than  elfewhere.  All  the  land, 
as  I have  before  obferved,  is  exhaufted  by 
the  crops  of  tobacco  which  have  been  con- 
tinually drawn  from  it  fince  this  ftate  has 
been  inhabited.  The  impoffibility  of  ob- 
taining more  crops,  at  leaft  from  the  greater 
part  of  the  land,  has  reduced  the  cultivation 
of  this  plant  to  nothing  ; and  the  cultivation 
of  maize,  which  is  carried  on  in  thofe  parts 
which  cannot  produce  any  more  tobacco, 
completely  deftroys  them.  The  great  num- 
ber of  flaves,  however,  who  are  to  be  main- 
tained renders  the  cultivation  in  fome  de- 
gree indifpenfable  ; and  the  Heffian  fly  with 
which  the  wheat  has  latterly  been  attacked, 
likewife  encourages  the  cultivation  of  maize  : 
the  leaves  of  this  plant  are  very  good  food 

for 


t'OO  TRAVELS  THROUGH 

for  horfes  ; thus  the  advantages  of  its  culti- 
vation induces  the  planter  to  forget  the 
damages  which  it  occafions  to  the  foil  al- 
ready irreparably  deftroyed,  as  well  as  the 
portion  of  labour  which  it  requires  from  the 
time  of  fowing  to  that  of  harveft. 

He  fees,  however,  his  crops  of  maize 
diminilh  annually  ; yet  his  negroes  mud:  be 
provided  with  food  ; and  if  he  feels  the  ne- 
ceffity  of  improving  his  land  by  a proper 
cultivation,  and  particularly  by  manuring  it 
abundantly,  he  is  prevented  fo  doing  by  the 
preponderating  neceffity  of  providing  food, 
and  by  the  want  of  the  money  neceffary  for 
thefe  improvements.  On  the  other  hand, 
the  inhabitant  whofe  exiftence  depends  on 
his  labour,  blufhes  to  work  as  a negro . If  he 
has  a fmall  property,  which  he  might  by  in- 
duftry  improve,  he  haftens,  as  I have  before 
obferved,  to  difpofe  of  it,  that  he  may  pur-% 
chafe  a fettlement  in  fome  part  of  the  coun- 
try where  he  may  obtain  it  at  a low  price, 
and  where,  by  labouring  himfelf,  he  will 
not  be  liable  to  be  conddered  as  an  inferior 
being.  This  property  is  then  bought  by 
fome  rich  planter,  who  fuffers  it  to  lie  un- 
cultivated. 
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cultivated,  having  already  more  land  than 
her  can  cultivate.  The  white  who  has  no 
property  labours  until  he  has  faved  fufficient 

to  enable  him  to  fettle  elfewhere,  which  he 

* 

may  foon  accomplifh,  as  he  can  eafily  earn 
from  a hundred  to  a hundred  and  twenty 
dollars  a year,  befides  his  food.  Some  quit 
the  country  even  before  they  have  faved  any 
property,  and  if  they  are  good  workmen, 
find  an  opportunity  of  eftablifhing  themfelves 
with  credit  in  a country  where  their  feel- 
ings are  not  conftantly  wounded  by  lowering 
themfelves  to  an  equality  with  Haves.  This 
is  precifely  the  ftate  of  things  in  the  eaftern 
part  of  Maryland,  and  even  in  fome  of  the 
weftern  parts. 

There  are  a few  places  in  the  weft  of  this 
ftate  where  it  is  otherwife  ; fuch  as  in  the 
counties  of  Frederick,  Waftiington,  and  the 
Allegany s , where  the  proportion  of  flaves  is 
Very  fmall.  The  land  there  is  fertile,  and 
has  not  yet  been  drained  ; as  they  are  new 
fettlements,  and  as  the  temperature  of  the 
air  will  not  permit  the  cultivation  of  to- 
bacco. Thefe  three  counties,  where  alfo  the 
climate  is  healthful,  are  peopled  with  emi- 
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grants  from  other  liâtes  as  well  as  from  Mary- 
land. Some  planters  on  both  lides  of  this 
date  have  lately  begun  to  improve  their 
meadows,  and  alfo  to  cultivate  large  quan- 
tities of  land.  They  manure  the  ground  : 
and  this  fird  dep  towards  improvement  is 
doubtlefs  ufeful,  and  well  defigned,  as  pre- 
paratory to  a more  complete  fydem  $ but 
their  beads  are  always,  winter  and  fummer, 
in  the  woods,  and  are  leaner  than  any  I 
have  feen  ; but  the  means  of  fattening  them 
does  not  appear  to  occupy  their  attention, 
nor  do  they  take  any  pains  to  abolifh,  even 
at  a future  period,  that  fcourge — Slavery — 
which,  humanity  and  morality  out  of  the 
quedion,  is  an  infurmountable  obdacle  to 
the  improvement  of  their  lands,  and  con- 
fequently  their  fortunes  ; and  which  is  a 
fource  of  imminent  danger  to  themfelves 
and  to  the  general  tranquillity  of  their 
country. 

I have  faid  that  in  Maryland  and  Vir- 
ginia, and  even  in  Carolina,  many  planters 
are  convinced  of  thofe  dangers,  and  are  de- 
firous  of  having  their  fields  cultivated  and 
their  domedic  fervices  performed  by  free- 
men 
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men  rather  than  by  {laves  ; but  this  con- 
vi&ion  is  not  fufficiently  ftrong  to  lead  them 
to  the  refolution,  which  fhould  operate  as  a 
preliminary  to  the  deftruftion  of  the  evil. 

There  are  publications  even  in  Virginia 
in  favour  of  the  emancipation  of  the  ne- 
groes; they  have,  however,  produced  no 
more  effedi  there  than  in  thofe  liâtes  of  the 
fouth,  where  the  great  number  of  {laves  and 
fmall  proportion  of  whites  render  every 
meafure  againft  flavery  extremely  difficult. 

They  talk  here  of  tranfporting  all  the  ne- 
groes out  of  the  country  at  once,  either  to 
Africa  or  to  the  fouthern  parts  of  America, 
in  order  to  found  a colony.  This  meafure 
would  be  fo  full  of  difficulties  in  its  exe- 
cution, and  would  be  attended  with  fo  many 
unpleafant  confequences,  that  it  cannot  pof- 
fibly  be  carried  into  effe£t.  The  plan  is  fup- 
ported  by  the  fear  which  manifefts  itfelf  in 
thofe  who  efpoufe  it,  that  a mixture  in  the 
blood  would  take  place  if  the  negroes  were 
emancipated,  or  fuffered  to  remain  in  the 
country  : “ in  future  generations,”  fay  they, 
“ thçre  would  not  be  a countenance  to  be 
feeu  without  more  or  lefs  of  the  black  co- 
lour;’ 
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lour.”  This  inconvenience  would  doubtlefs 
be  great  if  it  were  certain  ; but  it  by  no 
means  appears  fo  to  me  : wife  laws  might 
prevent  this  mixture,  or  render  it  very  rare, 
without  any  further  abridgment  of  the  rights 
of  individuals  than  is  already  made  by  many 
other  laws,  which,  for  the  good  of  fociety, 
reftrain  the  exercife  of  individual  rights  ; nor 
would  fuch  a law  be  any  evil  to  the  negro 
race.  Choice  alone  would  for  a length  of 
time  give  a decided  fuperiority  to  the  white 
colour,  even  in  the  eyes  of  the  blacks;  and 
the  preference  would  of  itfelf  prevent  mixed 
marriages;  the  law,  therefore,  which  fhould 
enforce  this  preference,  would  be  eafily  car-? 
ried  into  execution. 

But  it  appears  to  me  to  be  an  error,  to 
propofe  the  emancipating  all  the  flaves  at  one 
time.  The  refped:  due  to  the  property  of 
the  matters  of  thefe  “flaves,  hitherto  acknow- 
ledged by  the  law,  and  to  the  maintenance 
of  order  in  fociety,  demands  that  this  great 
work  fhould  be  progreflive.  The  objects  of 
a law  to  free  the  flaves,  are  the  well  being  of 
fociety,  and  the  happinefs  of  the  flaves  them- 
felves;  and  if  thefé  are  not  attained,  the  abo- 
lition 


NORTH  AMERICA,  CANADA,  &C.  705 

litibn  of  the  flave  trade  is  the  dream  of  a 
miftaken  philanthropy.  The  great  danger  a 
have  has  to  encounter  after  his  emancipation 
is,  that  of  not  being  able  to  provide  for  his 
wants  ; and  it  is  the  natural  confequence  of 
the  averfion  to  labour  contracted  by  every 
have,  and  the  habit  he  has  of  feeing  himfelf 
fed  and  clothed,  without  directly  occupying 
himfelf  with  that  care.  But  would  not  both 
the  danger  to  the  flave,  and  the  injury  to 
the  mafter,  be  avoided  by  aN  law  with  the  fol- 
lowing prôvifions  : ift,  To  fix  a pricé,  that 
fliould  be  moderate  and  equitable,  oti  the 
liberty  to  be  given  to  a flave  : ad.  To  en- 
join the  proprietors  of  flave’s  to  permit  them 
to  work  two  days  in  each  week  for  their 
own  emolument  ; and  to  furnifh  them  with 
land,  to  raife  crops  tha^jhould  be  their  own 
property  ; or  where  the  mafter  fhould  have 
occafion  for  their  labour  on  the  days  fet  afide 
for  their  own  ufe,  to  pay  them  at  the  fame 
rate  as  other  workmen  : 3d,  To  declare 

every  flave,  on  paying  the  price  at  which 
he  is  valued  by  the  law,  inftantly  free  i 4th, 
to  declare  all  children  of  flaves,  born  after 
the  date  of  the  law,  free;  and  all  children. 
Vol.  Ill-  Z z exifting 
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exifting  at  the  time  of  the  law,  free  at  the 
age  of  twenty-one  ; with  a claufe,  to  compel 
the  m afters  to  provide  for  the  education  of 
the  latter  ? 

The  emancipation  of  flaves  being  thus 
the  refult  of  their  own  labour,  they  will 
in  feme  degree  have  acquired  the  habit  of 
labour  ; and  will  no  longer  be  ftrangers, 
as  they  now  are,  to  the  prudence  and 
forefight  neceflary  to  their  exiftence  ; nor 
will  fociety  have  any  thing  to  fear  on  that 
ftde  from  their  emancipation.  Being  treat- 
ed as  other  labourers,  having  the  privileges 
of  white  men,  what  particular  inducement 
can  they  have  *to  injure  fociety  ? I am  not 
aware  that  I deceive  myfelf  ; yet  I believe 
that  a law  of  this  nature  would  render  the 
emancipation  of  flaves  a benefit  to  every 
eiafs  of  fociety,  especially  in  a country  where 
the  population  of  white  men  exceeds  that  of 
flaves;  and  I do  not  think  the  proprietors 
of  Haves  would  have  any  reafon  to  complain 
> of  fuch  a law. 

The  population  of  the  ftate  of  Maryland, 
according  to  a return  made  in  1 790,  amount- 
ed to  319,728  .inhabitants;  of  which  103,036 
: were 


NORTH  AMERICA,  CANADA,  &C.  7 0? 

were  flaves.  People  here,  who  are  the  bell 
informed,  aflert  that  the  population  of  white 
men  is  not  increafed  ; but  that  the  population 
of  flaves  is,  on  the  contrary,  greatly  in- 
creafed. 

It  is  impoflible  to  fee,  without  aftonifh* 
ment,  and  indeed  fome  degree  of  indigna- 
tion, the  ruinous  ftate  of  the  roads  and 
bridges  in  Maryland.  In  the  moft  remote 
parts  of  America,  roads  and  bridges  are  not 
worfe  ; and  indeed  in  many  of  thofe  parts  of 
the  country  are  even  better.  The  negligence 
of  the  government  of  Maryland  in  this  re- 
fped  is  an  unpardonable  injury,  not  only  to 
the  convenience,  but  to  the  fecurity  of  the 
public.  The  canals  feem  to  be  a little  more 
attended,  to  ; at  leaft,  companies  and  indivi- 
duals engaged  in  carrying  them  on  are  more 
favoured  by  the  legiflature.  Befide  which, 
the  number  of  navigable  rivers  with  which 
Maryland  is  iiiterfeded,  renders  the  carriage 
from  one  to  another  extremely  fliort,  and 
affords  means  of  fale  for  the  produce  of  this 
ftate  that  are  at  once  eafy  and  cheap  ; and 
an  improvement  in  the  general  fyftem  of 
Z z 2 culture 
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culture  would  increafe  thé  produce  ôf  th'îs 
ftate  to  an  immenfe  e'xtent. 

Maryland  boafts  of  having  a particular 
fpecies  of  white  corn  ; and  a particular  kind 
of  tobacco,  known  by  the  name  of  kite-foot  ; 
both  of  which  are  originally  natives  of  Ame- 
rica, and  even  of  that  part  of  this  continent 
which  at  prefent  forms  the  ftate  of  Mary- 
land. The  white  com  grows  in  the  more 
fouthern  part  of  the  eaftern  fide  of  the  ftate, 
where,  however,  it  degenerates.  The  kite 
foot  is  cultivated  not  far  from  the  Potapfko  ; 
and  is  in  great  requeft,  it  is  faid,  in  Eu- 
rope. 

The  religious  feds  of  Maryland  are  as  nu- 
merous as  in  the  other  ftates  of  the  union. 
There  are  more  Roman  Catholics  in  Mary- 
land than  in  any  other  part  of  America,  the 
firft  fettlers  of  this  ftate  being  of  that  per- 
fuafiori  ; but  the  Prefby terians,  and  ftill  more 
the  Methodifts,  are  in  greater  numbers.  A 
Roman  Catholic  bifhop  refides  at  Baltimore  ;{ 
in  which  city  and  its  neighbourhood,  and  in 
Prince  George’s-Country,  Queen’s -County, 
and  Charles’s-County,  it  is  that  the  Roman 

Catholics 
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.Catholics  abound  moft,  The  Catholic  re- 
ligion is  rigidly  obferved  by  itsr  "prôfeffors 
here  ; and  makes  very  few  profelytes,  In 
general,  the  fpirit  of  i*eligion  is  not  more  pre- 
valent in  Maryland  than  in  any  of  the  other 
ftates.  The  inhabitants  are  mild,  obliging, 
and  hofpitable.  Wherever  a traveller  goes 
he  is  well  received  ; and  is  always  preffed  to 
make  a longer  day  in  every  houfe  he  vifi'ts, 
I have  met  with  many  perfons  of  the  up- 
per clafs  of  excellent  difpofitions  ; and  alfo 
many  of  the  inferior  clafs,  efpecially  in  parts 
remote  from  towns. 

It  is  afferted  that  the  inhabitants  of  Balti- 
more are  as  felfifh  and  inhofnitable  as  thole 

Jl 

of  Philadelphia  ; and  I think  that  is  probably 
the  cafe,  as  the  fame  caules  every- where  pro- 
duce the  fame  effed.  I cannot,  however, 
fpeak  qf  the  truth  of  this  affertion  from  my 
own  experience  ; and  indeed  I have  reafon  to 
fpeak  with  refped  of  all  thofe  whom  I had 
pccafion  to  yifit, 

The  political  fentiments  that  prevail  in  the 
Upper  claffes  qf  Maryland  are  iii  favour  of 
what  is  called  federalifm  ; but  they  are  by 
no  means  violent.  The  former  president  of 
Z % 3 the 
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the  United  States  is  in  high  eftimation  here  ; 
notwithftanding  which,  the  a£ts  of  his  ad- 
miniftration  are  not  indifcriminately  approv- 
ed. There  are  fome  zealous  partifans  of  the 
anti  federalifts  in  Maryland  ; and  they  are  to 
be  met  with  even  among  the  merchants  of 
Baltimore.  But  politics  do  not  feem  much 
to  occupy  the  country  people  of  this  ftate. 
Newspapers  are  neither  fo  many  in  number, 
nor  circulated  to  the  fame  extent,  as  in  Penn- 
fylvania  or  New- York, 

RETURN  FROM  ELK-TOWN  TO  PHI- 
LADELPHIA- 

A ftorm  of  rain  and  fnow,  with  violent 
gufts  of  wind,  once  more  detained  me  a 
whole  day  at  an  inn  in  Elk-Town.  I had 
the  pleafure,  however,  of  paffing  a part  of  the 
time  with  Mr,  Philip  Thomas,  whom  I had 
not  found  at  home  when  I went  to  pay  him' 
a vifit  on  the  preceding  evening,  and  who 
was  then  returning  from  Philadelphia.  Mr. 
Thomas  is  one  of  thofe  plain  and  kind  peo- 
ple that  a traveller,  is  glad  to  meet  with.  I 
took  my  leave  of  him,  with  a promife  that  I 

would 
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would  pafs  fome  time  at  his  houle  as  foon  as 
it  lhould  be  in  my  power  ; and  perfe-fUy  con- 
vinced that  he  was  defirous  of  my  vifit. 

The  country  that  lies  between  Elk  Town 
and  Chriftiana  is , nearly  the  fame  as  that 
through  which  I palled  on  my  route  from 
Havre-de-Grace  to  Elk-Town.  Chriftiana- 
bridgo  is  the  only  confiderable  place  on  this 
road.  It  is  at  this  place  that  the  corn  that 
comes  by  land- carriage  is  put  on  board  vef- 
fels  for  Philadelphia.  At  the  diftance  of  fix 
or  feven  miles  is  a fmall  town  called  New- 
port, fituated  alio  on  the  Chriftiana;  which 
enjoys  a commerce  of  the  fame  kind,  but  lefs 
confiderable,  and  merely  to  fupply  that  part 
of  the  ftate  of  Delaware  which  lies  nearer 
to  Newport  than  Chriftiana-bridge.  At  five 
miles  further  lies  Wilmington.  There  ar$ 
fome  parts  of  this  road  running  along  thé 
Delaware  and  Chriftiana  (that  falls  into  it 
after  running  through  a fmall  plain  tolerably 
well  cultivated),  which  prefent  a very  fine 
profpe<ft. 

Having  in  the  beginning  of  my  account  of 
this  part  of  my  journey  fpoken  at  length  of 
Wilmington,  and  the  road  between  that  town 
Z z 4 and 
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and  Philadelphia,  I have  not  any  thing  to 
add  on  that  fubjeft,  except  that  the  heavy 
rains  which  had  fallen  for  feveral  days  had 
rendered  thefe  roads,  that  are  always  bad 
enough,  almoft  impaflable. 

During  this  little  excurfion,  I ob.ferved 
tranfitions  from  exceffiye  heat  to  cold,  fome- 
times  with  the  interval  of  a day,  b]it  very 
often  in  the  courfe  qf  the  fame  day. 

OBSERVATIONS  RESPECTING  THE 

MINERALOGY  OF  THE  COUNTRY. 

In  purfuance  of  the  plan  I laid  down  for 
myfelf,  of  concluding  the  account  of  each  of 
my  journeys  with  a general  putline  of  the 
mineralogy  of  the  countries  through  which 
J palled,  as  far  as  the  little  knowledge  I have 
of  that  fubjedt  extends  ; I have  a few  words 
* to  add  on  that  topic. 

The  neighbourhood  of  Philadelphia  to  the 
fouth  and  weft  prefents  the  fame  fand  and 
earth  as  on  the  eaft  and  north.  Near  the 
town,  however.,  and  on  the  fpot  which  fepa- 
rates  it  from  the  Shuylkill,  where  that  river 
falls  into  the  Delaware,  h found  black  earçh 

pf 


"NORTH  AMERICA,  CANADA,  &C.  713 

of  a great  depth,  and  covered  wi eh  vegeta- 
tion ; and  which,  it  is  evident,  has  been  re- 
cently left  by  the  water.  It  has  all  the  cha- 
rader  of  land  perfedly  new,  and  as  yet  • 
fcarceiy  raifed  from  the  bed  of  the  river.  It 
is  conftantly  moift  ; and  is  frequently  over- 
flowed by  the  river.  This  land  is  ufed  for 
meadows,  and  is  in  great  eflimation.  It  is 
acknowledged,  however,  to  be  extremely  un- 
healthy. Between  that  and  Wilmington  the 
quality  of  the  ftone  is  quartzofe  ; ochre  Is 
alfo  to  be  found  in  an  imperfed  date  ; and 
iron-ore  is  perceptible  in  molt  of  the  ftones 
that  are  found  on  the  road.  Every  appear- 
ance of  the  peninfula,  that  partly  belongs  to 
the  ftate  of  Delaware,  and  partly  to  the  eaft- 
ern  fide  of  Maryland,  alfo  proves  that  it  is 
land  left  by  the  water  ; and  that  at  a period 
not  long  paft  : among  thefe  are  the  quality  of 
the  foil,  its  level,  and  its  confiant  and  ex- 
treme humidity. 

In  this  part  of  Maryland  there  are  few 
ftones  found  on  the  fandy  foil  of  the  coun- 
try. The  trenching  of  the  ground,  or  fome 
natural  accident, has  in  places,  however,  thrown 

■.3  ' ' ' 
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up  a fpecies  of  ftrong  gravel  ; in  others  a foft 
argillaceous  fchiftus,  and  in  others  a done 
mixed  with  iron-ore. 

One  of  the  moft  remarkable  features  of  this 
peninfula  is,  that  the  rivers  are  divided  by  a 
fucçeffion  of  fwamps,  from  which  the  water 
runs  toward  the  Delaware  or  the  Chefapeak, 
although  the  ground  does  not  appear  to  the 
eye  to  be  more  elevated  than  the  reft  of  the 
country.  There  is  another  fad*  (till  more 
extraordinary — the  bullies  and  plants  which 
grow  in  thefe  morafles  are  of  the  fame  kind 
as  thofe  which  are  found  on  the  higheft 
mountains. 

In  the  we fc era  part  of  Maryland,  fmall 
round  iron -(tones  are  found  in  confiderable 
quantities.  The  foil  is  for  the  moft  part 
farjd,  which  covers  a compad  clay.  As  one 
approaches  Federal-City  the  country  is  not 
fo  flat,  the  hills  are  more  dr verbified,  and  are 
generally  higher.  On  the  fite  of  Federal-  * 
City  the  banks  and  beds  of  the  dream  are 
covered  with  granite,  like  the  borders  of  the 
Potowmack.  The  rocks  that  occafion  the  falls 
of  the  Potowmack  are  free-ftone. 


The 
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The  banks  of  the  Potowmack,  below  the 
falls,  and  efpecially  from  George-Town  to  a 
fpot  near  Alexandria,  exhibit  the  fame  ap- 
pearance of  fucceflive  terraces  as  thofe  in 
Connecticut,  of  which  I have  already  fpoken  $ 
but  not  altogether  fo  remarkable.  The  en- 
virons of  Alexandria  are  filled  with  beds  of 
large  oyfter-fhells,  like  thofe  that  are  fo  fre- 
quently found  in  Lower  Virginia,  Between 
Federal-City  and  Baltimore  the  ground  is  fre^ 
quently  full  of  iron-ore.  Near  the  Snowden - 
works  are  rocks  among  which  are  fometimes 
found  pieces  of  granite  and  feld-fpath.  In 
the  neighbourhood  of  Baltimore  the  ground 
is  fand  with  clay  ; and  gravel  is  found  com- 
fiderably  ftrong. 

Between  Baltimore  and  Havre-de-Grace  is 
found  argillaceous  fchiftus,  and  the  foil  is  of 
clay  and  of  a red  colour.  On  the  banks  of 
rivers  and  creeks  and  on  the  fides  of  moun- 
tains are  maffçs  of  {tone. 
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TRAVELS  THROUGH  . 


NATURE  OF  THE  WOODS. 

The  woods  in  the  Rates  of  Delaware  and 
Maryland  produce  no  other  trees  than  thofe 
that  are  found  in  Pennfylvania  and  Virginia, 
Oaks  of  every  fpecies  abound  in  them,  many 
of  which  are  large  and  compact  in  the  grain. 
They  are  ufed  in  carpenters’  work,  and  fùr- 
nifh  a great  article  of  exportation.  The  black 
walnut-tree,  which  allb  abounds  in  thefe 
woods,  is  much  ufed  by  cabinet-makers  ; and 
makes  beautifulTurniture.  Every  other  kind 
of  walnut-tree  is  found  in  the  country,  the 
fruit  of  which,  as  well  as  the  acorn,  feeds  an 
immenfe  quantity  of  hogs  that  run  in  the 
woods,  the  flefh  of  which  being  falted  forms 
one  of  the  moft  important  articles  of  the  ex- 
portation of  thefe  two  Rates.  The  cyprefs 
and  cedar  cover  the  marfby  land  ; where 
they  grow  very  large.  ah  the  differ-  * 

ent  kinds  of  wood  that  are  in  great  requeft 
in  Europe  are  to  be  found  in  this  latitude  * 
but  more  efpecially  in  the  weftern  part  ot 
Maryland.  I have  in  particular  noticed  the 
tulip-tree,  of  a great  height  near  Federal- 
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City  ; and  remarably  fine  kalmia  làtiflora * 
from  twenty  to  five-and-twenty  feet  in  height* 
between  Federal-City  and  Baltimore.  I alfo 
faw  fome  of  the  latter  near  the  PoÇapfko, 
whofe  bloom,  of  a beautiful  pale  red,  \fcas  be- 
ginning to  appear.  The  wood  of  the  kalmia 
I have  been  told  is  ufed  for  the  axle-trees  of 
carts,  for  the  handles  of  tools,  and  all  other 
purpofes  for  which  wood  of  the  hardeft  kiùd 
is  preferred* 
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A. 

ABINGDON,  village  of,  6-79;  its  college  burnt  down,  ih.  3 
fuppofed  wilfully,  68(5. 

Accidents,  account  of  one  at  Bofton,  349,  350,  331  ; a conflagra- 
tion in  the  woods  near  Kingfton,  which  lafted  many  days,  433. 
Agriculture,  flate  of,  in  Norfolk -county,  24;  in  the  county  of 
Princels  Ann,  ib.  ; at  Monticello,  T47  ; at  Keyflel-town,  183? 
at  Charleftown  in  Virginia,  2115  in  Maryland,  243  ; in  the 
townlhip  of  Stonning-town,  271  ; near  Haverhill,  394;  in  the 
State  of  Maflachul'etts,  403  ; between  Gray’s  ferry  and  Che  (ter, 
484;  at  Dr.  Wartons  farm,  311,  512  ; at  Colonel  Thylman’s, 
568. 

Alexandria,  environs  of,  662,  *663  its  herring  fifhery,  6643  the 
handfomeft  town  in  Virginia,  ib.  ; its  fituation,  663  ; houfes,  ib.  % 
quays, ib.;  trade, 666;  population,  ib.;  exports, ib.;  bank, 667;  the 
only  one  in  Virginia,  ib.  ; account  of  its  capital  and  dividend,  ib, 
Alleghany-county,  241. 

America,  inconveniences  of  public  carriages  in,  38  ; remarks  on  the 
treaty  with  Great  Britain,  293,  296,  2 97  ; the  bad  flate  of  its 
army  regulations,  469,  470,  471. 

Americans,  their  civilities  to  travellers  in  general,  3 1,  32  ; their 
veneration  for  the  French,  37,  1 30,  609  ; authors  opinion  of* 
383  ; their  inattention  to  objedAs  of  great  importance,  467, 
472* 

Ames,  Mr.  at  Durham,  charadAer  of,  292. 

Anabaptifts  raife  a colony  at  Rhode-1  Hand,  279  ; their  perfec- 
tions, 301. 

Andover,  townfhip  of,  393;  charming  meadows  and  numerous 
herds  of  fine  cattle,  ib. 

Andrews,  Mr.  mathematical  profelïbr  of  the  college  at  Williamf- 

burg.  55-  - 
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Anecdote  or  Mr.  Thomas,  late  French  conful  at  Baltimore,  2 43. 
Ann  Arundel,  county  of,  585  3 its  population,  ib.  ; produce,  ib.  * 
iron  forges,  ib. 

Annapolis,  city  of*,  259  3 the  refidence  of  the  great  officers  of  ftate  of 
Maryland,  ib.  ; its  public  buildings,  ib.  3 churches,  260  ; its 
fttuation,  5/9  ; formerly  the. principal  city  of  Maryland,  ib.  ; its 
houfes,  5.80  j ftate-houfe.  ib.  •'  college,  581  3 its  endowment,  ib.  3 
population,  ib;  3 focietyand  hofpitality  of  the  city,  582  3 political 
opinions,  5834 

Appomattox -river,  account  of',  107,  f.jf, 

Arfenals  of  the  United  States,  at  Springfield,  408  3 at  Weft-point, 
47b* 

Augu  ft  a,  county  cf,  176  3 price  of  land,  ib.  3 its  produce,  177. 

B. 

Baltimore,  County  of,  679  3 its  population,  ib 

Baltimore,  environs  of,  254  3 a town  of  great  trade,  255  3 its 
fttuation,  ib.  3 houfes,  ib.  churches,  256 3 quays,  6703  ex- 
ports, 57 1 5 mills,  6723  banks,  ib.  3 ill  fttuated  for  commerce, 
675  j an  obfervatory  and  public  library,  676  3 the  only  one  in 
all  Maryland,  ib.  3 its  population,  679. 

Banks,  three  at  Bofton,  one  at  Salem,  one  at  Newbury-port,  316, 
317,  b 3 their  capitals  and  dividends,  ib.  j one  at  Hudfon, 
430  3 its  capital,  ib.  3 one  at  Wilmington,  523  3 its  capital,  ib. 
dividend,  5243  one  at  George-town,  653  3 its  capital,  ib.  3 two 
at  Baltimore,  67 2. 

Bellair,  defcription  of,  68 1 3 the  county  town  of  Hartford,  ib. 

Belvidere,  the  feat  of  Colonel  Howard,  at  Baltimore,  defcription  of, 
258. . 

Berkley-coimty,  account  of,  2093  its  population,  218. 

Bermudas-hundred,  a cuftom-houfe  at,  for  Richmond  and  Peterf- 
burg,  1123  fttuation  of,  i.b.  3 table  of  its  exports,  1173  re- 
marks thereon,  11 8. 

Bethlehem,  townftiip  of,  in  the  Grecn-mourftains,  425. 

Bird  Ordinary,  account  of,  135. 

Bladenfburg,  account  of  the  village  of,  668  3 its  fehool,  ib. 

, Block-Bland,  276  3 famous  for  cheefe,  ib. 

Blodget, 
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Blodget,  Mr.  of  Philadelphia,  a large  purchafer  of  lots  at  Federal* 
city,  dilpofes  of  them  by  lottery,  627. 

Blue  Mountains,  account  of  the,  1 75  5 its  inhabitants  moftly 
emigrants  from  Lancafter,  Maryland,  or  Reading,  17  6. 

Bogardus,  Mr.  Character  of,  439  3 delcription  of  his  houfe  and  farm, 
440  3 its  cultivation  and  produce,  445  3 a remarkable  phaeno- 
menon  on  his  eltate,  ib. 

Bohemia-creek>  5431 

Botetourt,  Lord,  former  governor  of  Virginia,  aftatue  ereCted  to  his 
memory  at  Williarnlbuïg,  46  5 much  disfigured  by  the  inhabi- 
tants, 47. 

Bolton,  port  of,  its  exports,  3123  duties  on  imports,  •3143  number 
of  veffels  at,  ib.  5 character  of  its  inhabitants,  315  j remarks  on 
the  prefident’s  refignation,  396  j on  the  commerce  of  England 
and  America,  398,  399. 

Bourgignon,  Monfieur  Pourchereffe,  his  character,  410. 

Brandywine-creek,  account  of,  490.  492. 

Brandy  wine-river,  delcription  of,  3163  the  houfes  near,  ib.  5 its 
banks,  ib. 

Brandywine,  village  of,  492  3 famous  for  its  mills,  493  3 particular 
delcription  of  one,  493,  4943  labourers  moftly  Irilh  and 

Englilh,  498  5 a manufactory  for  printing  linens,  301. 

Brentford,  townfhip  of,  in  the  county  of  Eftex,  395  3 famous  for 
its  ftioe  manufactory,  ib. 

Briftol-county,  291  3 its  extent  and  population,  ib. 

Bro  kfield,  townfhip  of,  403  3 great  quantities  of  potatoes  railed 
neaF,  and  many  cattle,  ib.  3 price  of  land  and  produce^  ib. 

Bufti-town,  681  3 formerly  the  county  town  of  Hartford,  ib. 

C. 

Canals  fietween  Richmond  and  Norfolk,  66,  67  5 at  Hadley,  412; 
to  pin  the  Delaware  with  the  Chefapeak,  376  3 of  the  Potow- 
mack  company,  637. 

Caroline-county,  573. 

Carrol,  Mr.  defcriptiton  of  his  manfion  near  Ellicot’s  Mill,  23 1 ; at 
Annapolis,  383. 

Caftle-ifland,  near  Bofton,  its  fortifications,  366. 
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Centerville,  chief  town  of  Queen  Ann’s-county,  367  y its  frtuatiom, 
ib.  ; houfes,  ib.‘j  church  and  prifon,  ib. 

Charleston,  bay  of,  account  of  the,  6. 

Charleftown,  in  Virginia,  defcription  of,  210  y its  inhabitants,  ib.  j 
cultivation  of  land,  2115  produce,  ib.  $ Schools,  ib.,  y price  of 
.education,  2 12  ; churches,  ib. 

Charlotte- ville,  account  of,  164. 

Chefter,  chief  city  of  the  county  of  fame  name,  485  ; here  the  firft 
colonial  aflembly  was  held,  48 6-^y  account  of  its  houfes,  ib.  ; inns, 
ilv;  population,  487  ; cultivation,  488. 

Chefter,  chief  town  of  the  county  of  Kent,  548  ; defcription  of  its 
college,  ib.  ; its  eft.ablifhmer.it,  iK  ; houles,  550  ; church,  ib 
its  courts  @f  judicature  for  the  county,  551  ; manner  of  ad- 
îuiniftéring  juftice,  ib.  \ houfe  robberies  very  frequent,  333  y the 
caufe  aftigned,  ib.  ; account  of  the  prilon,  337  ; poor-houfe  for 
the  county,,  339  > expences  of  its  building,  360  ; lituation  of  the- 
town,  361;  its  {hipping,  3625.  market,  364  ; price  of  houfe 
rent,  "ib. 

Chefter- river,  361. 

Chevalier,  Mordieu r,  from  Rochefort,  account  of  his  mill"  at  Rich* 
mond,  72  ; his  terms  for  grinding,  73. 

Childbearing,  extraordinary  inftance  of,  490. 

Ghriftian-creek,.  177. 

Chriftiana-river,  303  ; account  of  the  ferry  boat  over,  336". 

Chriftiana-bridge,  village  of,  694. 

Church-hill,  defcription.  of  the.  Village  of,  367  ; its  churches,  ib. 

City-point,  a cuftom  houfe  at,  for  Richmond  and  Peterfburg,  1 1 2 J 
fituation  of,  ib.  ; table  of  exports,  ii;j  remarks  on  the  fame^ 
118. 

Coal  mine,  account  of  Mefirs.  Graham  and  Havan’s,  122. 

Coddington,  Doftor,  his  baniftiment  for  religious  tenets,  279;  pur- 
chafes  from  the  Indians  Aquidneck,  now  called  Rhode  I {land, 
ib. 

Connecticut-river,  412  ;•  account  of  its  falls,  ib. 

Cookt,  Mr;  a counfellor  at  Annapolis,  character  of,  382. 

Cooiooky  mountain  , account  of,  241  j habitations  near  the,  2424 
inhabitants,  ib.  \ cultivation,  243, 


Copperas- 
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Copperas  ftones,  large  quantities  of,  at  Roquette,  233. 

Copper  mine,  account  of  a,  near  New- York,  479  ; its  produce,  ib.  5 
price  of  labour,  480. 

Corfica-creek,  567. 

D, 

Dandridge,  ‘Mr.  a travelling  companion  of  the  author,  2do  ; fecre* 
taiy  to  the  prefident,  ib.  ; his  charadter,  201. 

Delaware,  Rate  of  its  extent,  524  ; hifiory  of,  525  ; its  conftitution, 
526,  527  ; population,  528;  militia,  529;  churches,  ib  ; ex- 
ports, ib  ; commerce,  530  ; mode  of  taxation,  530,  531,  332» 
annual  amount  of  taxes,  533  ; public  debt,  ib.  ; laws  relative  to 
Raves,  333  ; criminal  law,  ib. 

De  Witt,  a phyfician  at  Kingfton,  defcendant  of  John  De  Witt,, 
chara&er  of,  433. 

Dickifon,  General,  of  Wilmington,  his  large  gift  to  the  coloniRs  from 
St.  Domingo,  318. 

Difmal-fwamp,  canal  forming  at,  13  ; its  length  twenty-eight 
miles,  ib.  ; fragments  of  trees  found  under  the  vegetable  earth, 

234* 

Dixe,  Rev.  Mr.  an  old  jefuit,  account  of,  601  to  606;  his  opinion 
of  the  French,  603  ; his  kindnefs  to  the  author,  606. 

Dollar,  value  of,  in  Virginia,  27  ; in  Maffachufetts,  30 (5. 

Dorchefter,  county  of,  373  ; its  produce,  ib. 

Dover  coal  mine,  defcription  of,  122;  extent  of  the  farm  attached 
to  it  and  its  purchafe,  124;  foil  moftly  fand-ftone,  233. 

Dover,  town  of,  the  teat  of  government  of  the  Rate  of  Delaware,  33J» 

Drunkennefs,  American  foldiers  much  addiéted  to,  469. 

Dupleffis,  Monfieur,  a French  officer  of  valour,  477, 

E. 

Eaft.em-branch,  account  of  the,  610;  paffage  over,  612. 

Elizabeth-river,  4 ; account  of  its  ffiip-building,  3 1 ; the  village  of, 
252  ; its  fituation,  ib. 

Ellicot’s  mill,  account  of  the  village  of,  232  ; its  fituation  ib, 

Elkridge-landing,  village  of,  670. 

Elk-town,  account  of,  694  ; the  capital  of  Cecil-county,  ib  ; its 
houfes,  ib.  ; trade,  ib.  ; chiefly  in  com,  of  which  great  quanti- 
ties are  fent  to  Brandywine  and  Philadelphia,  ib. 

3 A a Elk- 
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Elk  River,  694  j abounds  with  herrings  and  ducks,  697. 

Erancy-ifland,  fitnation  of,  8, 

EuÜis,  Dr.  of  Bofton,  author's  high  opinion  of,  404. 

Exeter,  the  feat  of  Government  of  New  Hampfhire,  389  ; its  fitua> 
tion,  ib.  ; houfes,  390  ; population,  ib-  ; mills,  ib.  j an  academy, 
ib.  $ method  of  cleaning  chimneys,  391. 

F, 

Fayette  La,  a marble  buft  ere£ted  to  his  memory  in  the  capitol  art 
Richmond,  63  ; attachment  to  him  general  in  America,  397, 

Federal-city,  account  of,  613;  its  laws,  614  to  616,  indu  live  > 
progrefs,  6175  expences,  618,  619  ; extent  of  its  file  of  land,  622  ; 
account  of  its  different  purehafers,  arid  terms  of  payment,  ib.  ; 
623  3 the  different  proprietors  become  rivals,  628;  account  of  its 
houfes  and  public  buildings,  6323;  defcription  of  the  plan  of  the 
city,  6 3 4,  6 35  3 unfortunate  fituation  of  Mr,  Morris  and  the  other 
proprietors,  640  3 enormous  expence  of  erecting  the  wing  of  the. 
capitol  and  prefident's  houfe,  644,  6433.  author’s  reflections  on, 
643  to  649  ; its  tradefmen  and  labourers  refide  molt  at  George- 
town, 650  -t  provifions  very  badly  fnrnifhed,  ib. 

Feldfpar,  found  near  Norfolk,  234  j near  Chefapeak-bay,  ib.  'r  in 
the  Blue  Mountains,  238. 

FeU’s-point,  account  of,  256,  237. 

Fine  on  phyficians  in  Virginia  for  inoculating  without  permiflion. 
of  the  justices,  80-, 

Flour,  price  of,  at  Norfolk,  27  at  York-towtt,  44  3 at  Peterfburg, 
109  3 at  Staunton,  1S0  ; at  Strafburg,  1983  at  New-town,  20o  3 
near  Poplar  Spring,  2493?  at  Annapolis,  239  \ at  Philadelphia^ 
263  3 at  Haverhill,  394  ; at  Palmer,  406  ; at  Kinderhook-Iand- 
ing,  427  3 at  Alexandria,  6é6-. 

F rede  rick  - county,  population  of,  209,  246. 

Frederic-town,  capital  of  Frederick -county,  244;  its  fituation,  ib;  y 
population)  243  3 trade,  ib.  ; glafs  manufactory,  ib.  f produce,-, 
246. 

Frey,  Mr.  aGerman,  defcription  of  his  inn,  188  ; price  and  purchafe 
of  his  inn  and  land,  189. 

Prifh*  John,  a Quaker,  account  f ' fois  farm,  169  3 quantity  of  cheefe 
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he  makes  and  its  price,  ib.  ; price  of  the  purchase  of  his  land, 
27-ï. 

Fuckehoe-creek,  125. 

a 

Gaming,  the  ruling'  paffion  of  the  Virginians,  77  $ gaming  tables 
publicly  kept,  particularly  at  Richmond,  ib.  ; the  profeffion  of 
bank  holders  envied  becaufe  profitable,  78  ; bloodshed  frequently 
enfues,  ib. 

George-town,  account  of,  629;  its  port  and  commerce,  ib.  ; moll 
of  the  tradefmen  and  labourers  of  Federal-city  refide  here,  650  ; 
its  fituation,  652  $ exports,  ib.  ; bank,  .653  ; coliege,  65.6  -,  price 
of  bricks  and  lime,  660  j the  county  town  of  Montgomery"  in 
Maryland,  ib. 

Gilpin,  Mr.  a refpeffable  merchant  at  Philadelphia,  defcription  of 
his  paper-mill  on  Brandy  wine-creek,  504  ; his  houfe,  505  j 
method  of  working  jfiis  mill,  and  quantity  made,  506  $ 307, 

Goochland  Court-houle,  125  ; detcription  of  a court  day,  126;  at* 
tachment  of  the  inhabitants  to  the  French,  ib.  ; remarks  thereon, 
127. 

granite,  irregular  maffes  of,  near  Chefapeak-bay,  234*,  hones  of, 
near  York  and  Williamlburg,  235  ; fragment  of,  at  Doyer,  233  3 
malTes  of,  very'  common  in  the  vicinity  of  the  South  Mountains, 
236  ; between  Winchefter  and  Harper’s-ferry,  237  ; near  the  Po- 
towmack  river,  651. 

Grant,  Mr.  on  board  his  vefiH  thë  author  proceeds  from  Charles- 
ton to  Norfolk,  2 ; particulars  of  the  voyage,  1,  3. 

Gray’s-ferry,  defcription  of,  483  ; its  toll -houfe,  ib. 

Greenbriar,  account  of  its  fprings,  178  ; degrees  of  heat  of  each, 

l79- 

Guiliemard,  Mr,  and  the  author  meet  at  Norfolk,  $$  ; at  Trenton, 
268  j he  proceeds  from  Newport  to  Providence  by  land,  275. 

Gunpowder-creek,  §793  feparates  the  counties  of  Hartford  and 
Baltimore,  ib. 

H. 

Hadley,  defcription  of  the  canal  at,  412, 

3 *4 
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Hampton,  the  mail  from  Norfolk  to,  the  ufual  conveyance  of  tra- 
vellers, 35;  account  of  the  village  of,  36;  bad  accommodations, 
ib.  ; exports,  37  ; its  cuflom-houfe  now  united  to  Norfolk,  ib. 

Harper’s-ferry,  216  ; granite  found  near,  237. 

Hartford,  population  of  the  county  of,  681. 

Haverhill,  environs  of,  392  ; fituation  of  the  town,  ib.  ; its  {hip- 
building, 393  ; {hipping,  ib.  ; manufactories,  ib.;  population,  394. 

Havre-de-Grace,  town  of,  683  ; its  fituation,  ib.  ; reafons  for  fup- 
pofing  it  would  foon  be  peopled,  684,  685  ; its  fiflieries,  687 
manner  of  falting  herrings,  688» 

Heit,  Mr.  collector  of  the  cuftoms  at  Bermuda-hundred,  or  City- 
point,  1 16  ; his  account  of  their  exports,  1 17. 

Henry- cape,  7 ; a fort  erected  at,  ib. 

Heffian  fly,  pernicious  to  wheat,  543  ; particularly  on  poor  foil, 
544  Ç62. 

Horles,  great  lofs  on  thofe  fent  from  Virginia  againft  the  French 
iflands,  2.7. 

Howard,  Colonel,  at  Baltimore,  his  lands  let  on  building  leafes,  237  $ 
defcription  of  his  houfe,  258;  his  character,  ib. 

Hudfon,  account  of  the  town  of,  427  ; its  inhabitants  moftly  Dutch, 
ib»  ; houfes,  ib.  y population,  428  ; trade  and  {hipping,  ib.  y price 
of  (hip-building,  429  ; a port  of  entry,  430  ; its  exports,  ib.  ; bank, 
ib. 

Hudfon  s- river,  455  ; itsfalmon  fifhery,  ib. 

t 

Jefferfon,  Mr.  defcription  of  his  beautiful  feat  at  Monticello,  137, 
13 8,  139  y the  culture  and  management  of  his  land,  143,  144 
its  produce,  146  ; his  public  character,  132  to  ic^inclulive  ; his 
private  character,  157;  invited  by  the  anti-federalifts  to  the  pre- 
fident’s  chair,  163» 

Indians  rendered  vindictive  by  the  whites,  300  ; their  quarrels  with 
the  fettlers  at  Maflfachufetts,  ib. 

Indian  com,  price  of,  at  Marlborough,  403  ; at  Brookfield,  403  ; 
at  Weftfield,  4145  Stockbridge,  418;  at  New  Pattz,  438  ; at 
Brandywine,  300, 

Inn, 
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Inn,  Singular  account  of  one  between  Wilmington  and  Chefter, 
488,  489» 

Inoculation,  reafons  of  the  Virginians  againSt,  80,  81. 

K. 

Katffiill,  account  of  the  town  of,  442  ; its  Situation,  it*.  ; its  hrH 
fettlers  Dutch,  445*,  its  cultivation,  ib.  ; (hip-building,  4445 
great  quantities  of  human  bones  found  here,  445  ; character  of 
its  inhabitants,  448. 

Katffiill-creek,  442. 

Kelleran,  Captain,  on  board  his  fchooner  the  author  proceeds  from 
the  diftri6t  of  Maine  to  Bofton,  362. 

Kent,  population  of  the  county  of,  563. 

Kent-iftand,  description  of,  578  ; its  houfes,  ib. 

Keyftèll-town,  account  of,  184;  its  fituation,  1855  population, 
186. 

Kinderhook-landing,  425  ; description  of  the  village  of,  426, 

Xinderhook,  townffiip  of,  in  the  date  of  New-York,  424  ; its  in- 
habitants moftly  low  Dutch,  ib.  ; partial  to  their  own  habits, 
423  ; cultivation  of  land,  ib. 

Kingfton,  chief  town  in  Ullter- county,  450  ; burnt  by  General 
Vaughan  in  1 777^»  ib.  ; its  then  population,  ib.;  rebuilt  next 
year,  451  ; its  flipping,  ib.  ; inhabitants  mollly  low  Dutch,  452  5 
traffic,  453. 

Knox,  General,  author’s  Second  vifit  to,  331  ; remarks  on  his  eftate, 
352,  353  ; quits  and  returns  by  fea  to  Bofton,  361. 

Xyrnhingham,  in  the  Green  Mountains,  townffiip  of,  413. 

L. 

Labour,  price  of,  at  Norfolk,  23,  27  ; at  Monticello,  163  ; in  the 
valley  of  Shenandoah,  197  ; at  Newtown,  200  ; at  Winehefter, 
208  ; at  Charleftown,  2 1 1 ; in  the  neighbourhood  of  Poplar  Springy 
249  ; in  the  townffiip  of  Stonning-town,  27 1 ; at  Haverhill,  394  ; 
at  Marlborough,  403  ; at  Weftfield,  414  ; at  Stockbridge,  418  ; 
at  Kinderhook,  423  ; at  Hudfon,  430  ; at  Katffiill,  443  ; near 
New  Pattz,  439;  at  Newburg,  463  ; at  Warwick,  543  ; near 
d3uffi-town?  683  ; at  Elk-town,  697. 

3 a 4 
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."Land,  price  of,  in  Norfolk -county,  23  ; at  Norfolk,  27  ; between 
York-town  and  Willi  am  (burg,  45;  at  ' Williamfburg,  55;  at 
Monticello,  165  ; in  the  County  of  Augufta,  177  ; at  Staunton, 
180;  at  Keyflèll-town,  185  ; in  the  valley  of  Shenandoah,  197  ; 
near  the  Coofooky  mountains,  242  ; in  the  vicinity  of  Frederick - 
town,  244  ; in  the  neighbourhood  of  Poplar  Spring,  248  ; at 
Stonning-town,  271;  near  Haverhill»  394;  at  Marlborough,, 
403;  at  Brookfield,  4055  at  Wefifield,  4? 45  in  the  Green 
Mountains,  4*5  ; at  Stockbridg'e,  418;  in  the  townfhip  of  Kin- 
derhook,  425  ; at  Freehold,  434  ; at  Katfkill,  442  ; near  New. 
Pattz,  438  ; between  Newcaftle  and  Middleton,  342  ; at  War- 
wick, 545  ; at  Federal-city,  622  j at  Vanville,  66.9  ; near  Elk- 
town,  697. 

Land,  produce  of,  at  Williamfburgh,  32  ; pear  Manchefter,  106; 
at  City-point,  1 13  ; at  Prefiju  ile,  514  ; at  Monticello,  146  ; on 
Rockfifh  Mountain,  174;  in  the  valley  of  Shenandoah,  197  ; at 
Charleftown,  21 1 ; in  the  townfhip  of  Stonning-town,  270  ; at 
Marlborough,  403  ; near  Katfkill,  443  ; at  New  Pattz,  439  ; at 
Wrai*wick,  345  i at  Vanville,  669  ; near  Elk-town,  697. 

Law,  Mr.  of  Federal-city,  character  of,  661. 

Laws  of  the  ftate  of  Virginia,  againft  garbing,  7.7  ; againfl  inocu- 
lation, 79. 

Lea,  Thomas,  at  Brandywine,  character  of,  496  ; his  opinion  on 
working  a corn-mill,  ib. 

Limeftone,  a.  vein  of,  at  the  foot  of  the  South  Mountains,  236,  in 
the  valley  between  the  Blue  and  North  Mountains,  237  ; near 
Winchefter,  ib.  5 near  Frederick-town,  238  ? very  common  near 
Kingfton,  443  near  Potomack-river,  631  j at  Çieorge-town/ 
66  o. 

Lindiey,  Major  William,  coitifnifTioner  of  the  cuftom-houfe  at  Nor- 
folk, 33  ; his  character,  ib.  $ author’s  reflects  fbr,  ib. 

Livingffon  s,  Meffrs.  of  New*- York,  proprietors  of  the  town  of  Spe- 
renza,  432. 

London,  in  the  Green  Mountains,  townfhip  of,  413. 

Lotteries,  authorized  by  the  State  of  Maryland,  for  forming  a canal, 
621. 

Lynam,  Mr.  a member  of  Congrefs,  charafter  of,  410, 

Madifom 


INJQEX, 


M. 

Madifon,  Biftiop,  prefident  of  the  coliege  at  Williamfbufg,  48  ; e,c~ 
cupies  the  chair  of  natural  and  moral  philofophy,  50  ; his  falary, 
ib.  ; character,  55  ; library,  ib. 

Maine,  obfervations  on  the  diftrict  of,  354  to  361. 

Manehefter,  account  of  the  town  of,  60,  196}  its  çvdtivqtiop  and 
produce,  106. 

Marihall,  John,  the  moft  celebrated  counfellor  in  Richmond,  75  $ 
accqunt  of  his  practice,  76  ; his  character*  120, 121. 

MaiVachufetts,  religious  perfections  here,  gave  birth  to  the  ftate  of 
Rhode-Iflând,  277  ; foundation  of  the  (late  of,  297,  298  ; op- 
predion  of  the  European  fettlers,  30Q  ; caufe  of  quarrels  between 
the  Indians  and  fettlers,  301  ; its  hiftory,  302,  303  ; new  conltir 
tutionof  1780,  305  ; qualifications  of  its  reprdentatives,  306  to 
309  ; freedom  of  religion,  310;  public  fchools,  319  to  323  ; no 
{lavés  in  the  commonwealth  of  Mafiachufetts,  323;  number  of 
{laves  ip  1778,  18000  ; blacks  in  1790,  6000,  3273  its  public 
debt,  329;  public  revenues,  330;  taxable  property,  331,  332;- 
divided  into  counties,  334  ; its  police  and  laws,,  335  ; attention 
of  the  legiflature,  336  ; power  of  the  lawyers,  3393  roads,  341 5 
adminifi  ration  of  the  poor,  341,  342  ; military  eftablifhment^ 
343  ; general  fpirit  of  the  people,  343  to  348;  exports,  348; 
character  of  its  inhabitants,  420  ; their  political  fentiments, 
421,  422  ; influence  of  the  clergy,  423. 

Maryland,  ftate  of,  abounds  in  iron  and  iron-. works,  24 6;  its  cri- 
minal jurifprudence,  234;  honfe  robberies  very  frequent,  333  \ 
the  caufe  aligned,  ib.  ; trials  by  jury,  333  ; poors’  rates  levied  in 
each  county,  361  ; depopulation  of  white  people,  370  ; the  reafon, 
affigned,  ib.  ; fields  very  large,  373  * character  of  its  inhabitants^ 
376  y their  political  opinions,  377  ; hiftory  of  the  ftate,  383  to 
388  ; why  named  Maryland,  386  ; conftitution,  589,  590  $ 
taxes,  391,  392  ; public  debt.,  393  ; qualifications  for  a citizen* 
394  ; general  obfervations  on  the  ftate,  698  to  704. 

Melhaneck -creek,  136,. 

Merchandize,  infpe&ion  of,  at  Richmond,  particularly  of  tobacco, 

. 69  ; alfo  op  James-river,  69,  70  ; fees  of  the  infpe&ors,  71  \ at 
South-river,  397  ; in  Prince  George-county,  61 1. 


^iddletoiy. 
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Middleton,  village  of,  342. 

Milford,  village  of,  1 33  ; its  trade,  164  ; a depot  for  the  common 
dities  of  diftant  parts  of  the  country,  ib. 

Mills,  not  good  in  general  in  Virginia,  18  ; one  at  Richmond  turns 

t fix  pair  of  Rones,  and  pays  a yearly  rent  of  near  fix  thoufand  dol- 
lars, 72. 

Minerals,' account  of  the,  in  the  Rate  of  Virginia,  233  to  23  S ; in 
the  Rates  of  Maryland  and  Mafiachufetts,  479,  480. 

Montgomery  in  Maryland,  county  of,  660  ; its  population,  ib. 

Montgomery  fort,  476. 

Mfrnticello,  the  beautiful  feat  of  Mr.  Jefferfon,  137  ; defcription  of 
the  houfe,  ib.  3 its  profpeéts,  138,  139;  this  efiate  five  thoufand 
acres,  140;  its  fituation,  1605  in  the  county  of  Albemarle* 
165. 

Morris,  Mr.  the  greatefi  purchafer  of  lands  in  Federal-city,  622  ; 
account  of  his  purchafes,  price  and  time  of  payment,  622,  623  ; 
conditions  of  the  bargain,  623. 

N. 

Negro,  defcription  of  a white,  263,  264. 

Nelfon,  General,  his  houfe  at  York-town,  head  quarters  of  Lord 
Cornwallis,  39  ; remains  unrepaired,  40. 

Newburg  in  UlRer-county,  its  fituation,  460  5 lhipping,46i  ; great 
quantity  of  butter  finpped  from  here,  ib.  ; its  population,  462  ; 
cultivation,  ib;  inhabitants  moRly  emigrants  from  New  Eng~« 
land,  463 . 

NewcaRle,  county  of,  33  3 ; its  population,  ib. 

Newcaflle,  defcription  of  the  town  of,  337»  chief  town  of  the  * 
county  of  fame  name,  ib.  ; its  houfes,  fefiions-houfe,  and  prifon, 
ib.  ; quays,  33  8 5 Riipping,  ib.  ; price  of  wood,  ib. 

Newmarket,  defcription  of,  19 1. 

Newfpapers,  onepublifiied  at  Staunton,  andoneat  WincheRer,  181. 

New-Pattz,  inhabited  by  families  of  French  extra&ion,  437  ; their 

religion,  438  ; llavery  allowed  and  price  of  Raves,  ib.  ; lands 

moRly  meadow,  ib.  ; culture  and  produce,  439;  fcarcity'of 
• * 
water,  ib. 

Newport,  author’s  arrival  at,  273;  environs,  of  the  town  of,  -276; 
falubrity  of  its  air,  ib. 

New- 
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New-Hampfhire,  ftate  of,  369;  its  conftitution,  369,  370,  3.71; 
divided  into  counties,  372;  its  laws,  373,  3745  finances,  ib.  5 
expences  of  government,  375  ; its  taxable  property,  .376  ; taxes, 
376,  377;  toads,  378  ; .public  debt,  Ib.  ; produce,  381;  ton- 
nage, ib.  ; population,  382$  ^0013,384,385;  militia,  386; 
religious  freedom,  ib. 

New-town,  account  of,  1 99  ; culture  of  lands  and  produce,  ib.  ; 
population,  ib.  ; no  church,  200. 

New-Windfor,  in  Orange-county,  461;  defcription  of  the»  town 
and  houfes,  462  ; head  quarters  of  General  Wafiiington  in 

1779» ib- 

New- York  Ifland,  463  ; a college  eredted  for  prefbyterians,  ib.  ; 
author’s  arrival  at,  478. 

Nordwaift,  village  of,  693. 

Norfolk,  county  of,  291  ; its  extent  and  population,  ib. 

Norfolk,  its  fituation,  7 ; two  forts  near,  8 ; burnt  by  Lord  Dun- 
more,  when  Governor  of  Virginia,  ib.  ; its  population,  1 1 ; ac- 
count of  the  town  of,  ib.  ; difeafes,  1 1,  12  ; trade,  12  ; the  only 
port  in  the  South  of  Virginia,  1 3 ; amount  of  its  exports,  1 5 j 
table  of  quantities  and  articles  exported,  16,  17  ; Its  tonnage,  19; 
fmuggling  partly  prohibited,  19,  20  ; quantities  of  tobacco  ex- 
ported, 20  ; many  Englifii  mercantile  houfes,  ib.  ; animofities 
between  them  and  the  conful,  21  ; its  (hip-building,  25  ; fchools 
and  price  of  learning,  26;  prifons,  27  ; market,  ib.  ; price  of 
meat,  ib.  ; houfe  rent,  ib.  ; defcription  of  the  countiy  around,  30  5 
temperature  of  the  air,  31  ; churches,  33  ; moll  of  the  colonifts 
from  St.  Domingo  fettled  here,  ib.  ; the  caufe,  34  ; generofity  of 
its  inhabitants,  Ib. 

North-Gardens,  account  of  the,  171  ; wine  made  here,  ib. 

North-river,  defcription  of,  464  ; Weft-point,  its  narrowed:  paffage, 
465  ; where  General  Arnold  intended  to  betray  General  Clinton, 
ib.  ; ftrong  fortifications  at,  466,  467  ; the  ftation  of  the  corps  oT 
artillerifts  and  engineers,  468  ; an  arfenal,  473. 

O. 

Oak,  price  of,  at  Newcaftle,  538  ; at  Annapolis,  584. 

Oats,  price  of,  at  Weftfield,  414  ; at  Stockbridge,  418. 
Opeckan-creek,  ao 2, 

Olbornes, 
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O (bornes,  a village  between  Richmond  and  Peterfburg,  1063  its 
fituation,  ib. 

Oxen,  price  of  a pair,  at  Williamfburg,  53  3 Prèfqifiîe,  1145  Brooks 
field,  40  £ 5 'Weftfield,  414  i Stockbridge,  4*18  3 Newburg,  463  ; 
Chefter,  565. 

P. 

Palmer,  406  ; its  fituation  and  culture,  ib. 

Patuxent-river,  29 1 3 its  bridge  the  boundary  of  the  Rate  of  Rhode 
Jfland,  ib.  ; cotton  works,  founderies,  anchor  forges,  &c.  ib. 

Peaton  s inn,  account  of,  192. 

Peteriburg,  town  of,  107  3 its  fituatiop,  ib.  3 trade,  ib.  3 exports, 
108  3 mills,  ib.  5 fociety  and  political  opinions,  1 10  3 defcription 
of  the  town,  ib.  3 no  church,  1 1 1 . 

Phyficfans,  ip  Virginia,  fine  on  for  inoculating  without  the  perr 
mitfion  of  the  juftices,  80. 

Planks,  price  of  at  Katfkill,  443. 

Plafier-pf- Paris  mixed  with  feed,  I44. 

Plume,  Mr.  at  Norfolk,  account  of  his  tampits,  and  rope-walk,  27. 

JPoors^-rate,  firft  introduced  into  Virginia,  becaufe  eftablifhed  in 
England,  35  5 its  amount  at  Williamfburg,  |3  3 how  fettled  in 
the  ftate  of  Maffachufetts,  341, 342. 

Poplar  Spring,  account  of,  248. 

Portfmouth,  del'criptjon  of,  9 3 its  houfes,  10  j fmall  iparket  and 
jdhurch,  ib.;  copipmnication  between  this  place  and  Norfolk,  29; 
the  only  port  pf  entry  in  New  Hampfinre,  379  3 its  exports,  ib.  ; 
duties  on  imports,  380  3 method  of  cleaning  phimpeys,  391. 

Potakent-river,  600  3 its  weltern  branch  parts  the  counties  of 
Prince  George  and  Anp  Arypdel,  669. 

Pot-afh,  price  of,  at  Katfkill,  441. 

Potowmack-rjver,  account  of,  213,  61 1 5 defcription  of  its  paflage 
through  the  Blue  Mountains,  2143  divides  theftates  of  Virginia 
and  Marjdapd,  $40  3 its  falls,  620,  657,  658  3 a company  fprpied 
for  making  papajs  on  and  taking  tolls,  620. 

Poughkeepfie,  famous  fpr  its  hprfc  races,  444. 

prefqu’ile,  Mr,  Davies  Randolph’s  plantation  at  City-point  or  Ber- 
pmdas-hundr^d,  1 11  3 .feis  houfe,  1 12  3 his  judicious  pianagement 

and 
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ând  Cultivation,  T 12,  l r 3 5 his  fàle  of  E(h,  1 15  î price  of  his  plan-’ 
tation  which  is  for  fale,  1 16. 

PrevoR,  Major,  ion  of  the  General,  defcription  of  his  houfe  at  Freehold, 

4$ 3 ; hîs  extent  of  territory,  ib.  ; account  of  his  family,  434; 
his  mills,  43  ^ j his  character,  ib.  5 his  civilities  to  the  Author, 
438. 

Principio-creek,  691  ; account  of  its  fall,  693. 

Prince  George- county,  61 1 ; its  population,  ib. 

Providence  Plantations,  in  Rhode  Illand,  fo  named  by  Roger  Wil- 
liams, after  his  banithment,  278. 

Providence,  trade  of  the  town  of,  281  ; (hipping,  ib.  ; exports,  282  | 
cannons  and  anchors  made  here,  ib.  ; its  tonnage,  283. 

Putnam  Fort,  account  of,  466. 

Q. 

Quake  i*s,  raife  a Colony  at  Rhode  I Rand,  279,  their  perfection, 

301. 

Quartz,  in  the  vicinity  of  Norfolk,  234  ; near  Chefapeak-bay,  ib.  f 
near  Roanoke-fiver,  236. 

Queen- Ann’s-county,  its  foil  and  cultivation,  ib.  ; population,  57^, 
Queen’s-town,  account  of  the  village  of,  578. 

R. 

Raleigh,  Sir  Walter,  his  extenEve  grants  from  Queen  Elizabeth  is 
Virginia,  100  ; his  misfortunes,  and  the  lofs  of  his  colony, 

101. 

Randolph,  Edmund,  formerly  lecretary  of  Rate  to  the  Union,  75  ; 

an  eminent  counfellorat  Richmond,  Ib. 

Redoubt-creek,  450. 

Religious  perfections,  Roger  Williams,  277  ; Dr.  Coddingtoa 
279;  Quakers  and  Anabaptifts,  ib.  ; Mr.  Robinfon,  297.. 

Rhode  îflaiid,  Rate  0Ç  277;  its  legilïative  aiïèmbly,  2804.  laws* 
284  ; taxes,  284,  283;  their  amount,  287. 

Richmond  canal r delcrlption.  of,  66>  67  ; expense  of  its  form- 
ing, 68. 

Richmond*  Etiration  of  the  town  of,  604  defcription  of  the  capitol 
ib.  coR  of  its  building,  ib.  a Ratue  of  George  Vvafliingtom 
placed  in  it,  done  by  Houdon,  a native  of  France,  62  ; alio  a 

marble 
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marble  baft  of  La  Fayette,  by  the  fame  artift,  63  ; its  population, 
ib.  ; trade,  64  ; merchants  deal  in  bills  of  exchange,  63  ; its  great 
ufury,  66;  houfes  of  infpe£tion  for  tobacco,  6g  ; political  fenti- 
ments  of  its  inhabitants,  73,  74;  its  taxes,  94  ; no  church,  99  ; 
defcription  of  its  bridge,' 1 04. 

Lieux,  Plumard  de,  interefting  account  of,  132;  his  character, 
133  t price  of  his  land,  134. 

Roads,  how  repaired  in  Virginia,  94  ; in  Maffachufetts,  341  ; in 
New  Hampshire,  378. 

Roanoke-iftand,  ioo;  Sir  Walter  Raleigh’s  firft  fettlers  landed  at, 
ib. 

Rochefontaine,  M.  de,  commanding  officer  of  the  army  of  the 
United  States,  471. 

Rockfifh-mountain,  account  of  the,  173  ; an  abominable  inn,  ib.  ; 
its  land  good,  174;  its  produce,  ib. 

Rouère,  IvL  a diftrefted  Frenchman,  relieved  by  Major  Prevoft,  43  3 ; 
purchafes  a fmall  farm  at  Hudfon,  and  fettles  there,  436;  his 
character,  ib. 

Ruflel,  in  the  Green  Mountains,  townfhip  of,  415. 

S. 

Sagodus-creek,  449. 

Sedgwick,  Mr.  a member  of  the  United  States,  counfel  for  the  flaves, 
326  ; his  plea,  ib.  ; meets  the  author  at  Stockbridge,  418  ; his 
chara£ter,  ib. 

height,  Mr.  a lawyer  at  Newburg,  464  ; his  civilities  to  the  au- 
thor, ib. 

Semes,  a negro  30  or  33  years  of  age,  learned  to  read  and  wfita 
unaided,  30. 

Shenandoah,  population  of  the  county  of,  196. 

Shenandoah-river,  193. 

Shenandoah -valley,  defcription  of,  192,  216;  its  cultivation,  197  jv 
character  of  its  inhabitants,  216. 

Sheriffs  in  the  different  counties  of  the  ftate  of  Virginia,  colle&ors 
of  the  taxes,  93  ; the  fecurity  given  and  commiffion  receiv- 
ed, ib. 

Ship-building,  price  of/ at  Norfolk*  25;,  at  Haverhill,  395  ; at 
Katfkil!,  444.  r 

Singlekill* 
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Sîngieldll,  account  of,  439  ; price  of  land  at,  ib. 

Skinner,  General,  a candidate  as  member  of  the  Houfe  of  Repre- 
Tentatives,  416. 

Smith,  Colonel,  a fliop  keeper  at  Springfield,  account  of  his  call-  - 
irt>n  manufactory,  4 1 1 . 

Snap’s  inn,  account  of,  1 84. 

Somerfet,  county  of,  575  ; its  produce,  ib. 

Sou^h  Mountains,  account  of  the,  240  ; part  of  the  counties  of 
Wafhington  and  Frederic,  241. 

South-river,  defcription  of,  597. 

Sperenza,  account  of  the  town  of,  431  ; its  houfes,  ib. 

Springfield,  its  foil  and  produce,  407  ; price  of  land,  ib-.  ; account 
of  the  village  of,  408  ; its  population,  ib.  ; an  arfenal  and  ma- 
gazines, ib.  ; trade  and  manufactories,  410. 

Springs,  medicinal,  -at  Greenbriar  in  the  county  of  Augufta,  178, 
179;  near  the  Potowmack- river,  in  Berkley-county,  218. 

Staunton,  capital  of  the  county  of  Augufta,  177;  its  intenfe  heat, 
ib.  ; inns,  178;  population,  179;  tan-yard,  180;  trade,  ib.  ; 
market,  ib.  ; prices  of  meat,  ib.  ; of  land,  1 8 1 ; difeafes,  ib.  ; 
prefbyterian  church,  182;  inhabitants  fond  of  gaming,  183; 
manners  fimilar  to  Richmond,  ib. 

Stockbridge,  defcription  of  the  town  of,  416;  its  lituation,  ib.  ; 
foil  and  produce,  417  ; forges  and  caft-iron  works,  ib. 

Stonning-town,  a fea-port  of  Connecticut,  268  ; extent  of  the 
townfhip  of,  269;  population  of  the  town,  ib.;  famous  for 
cheefe,  ib.  ; quantity  of  that  article  exported,  ib  ; its  fiflieries, 
272;  {flipping,  ib.  ; tax  for  fchools,  274;  admiration  of  the 
French,  ib. 

Stony-point,  on  the  North-river,  477  ; General  Wayne  took  this 
place  from  the  Englifh  at  the  point  of  the  bayonet,  ib. 

Strafburg,  account  of  the  town  of,  198;  its  churches,  ib.  ; price 
of  meat,  ib. 

T. 

Talbot,  county  of,  575  ; its  produce,  ib. 

Tatnal,  Mr.  at  Brandywine  ; defcription  of  his  corn-mill,  493 '.49 4? 
quantity  of  corn  it  grinds,  497. 

Taxes,  account  of  the,  at  'VYUUamlburg,  53  ; in  the  Rate  of  Vu 
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gîhîa,  91  ; at  Rhode  Jfiand,  28/£î  285  » in  Mafiachufétts, 
in  New  Hampfhire,  376,  377  5 in  the  {late  of  Delaware*  532; 
in  the  Rate  of  Maryland.,  59 1,  5912. 

Thayer,  Mr.  at  Providence,  a friend  of  the  authors,  288;  his 
character,  £895  a lineal  defcendant  of  Roger  Williams,  the 
founder  0/ Providence-plantation,  290  ; his  houfe  on  the  fame 
fpot  that  his  progenitor  cut  down  the  firft  tree,  and  eteéled  the 
firft  hut,  ib. 

Thomas,  Mr.  late  French  conful  at  Baltimore,  his  conduct  to  the 
aüthor,  253. 

Thomaftown,  author’s  fécond  arrival  at,  351. 

Thylman,  Colonel,  account  of  his  houfe,  568  ; its  fiiuation,  ib.  $ 
extent  and  cultivation  of  his  land,  569  ; his  charaéter,  57S. 

Tobacco,  culture  of  at  Wood’s  tavern,  166,  167;  account  of  the 
different  forts  cultivated  in  Virginia,  168  ; its  price  and  produce, 
169;  cultivated  near  South-river,  597,  598;  in  Prince  George- 
county,  6 1 1 . 

Treaty  of  commerce  between  Great  Britain  and  America,  remark# 
on  the,  295,  296,  297. 

Trees,  fpeciesof,  at  York -town,  38  ; between  York- town  and  Wil- 
liamlburg,  45  ; in  Virginia,  238,  239  ; in  Maryland  and  Mafia- 
chufetts,  480  ; near  Wilmington,  508  ; near  Upper  Marl- 
borough, 600, 

V. 

Van  Groibeck,  Mr.  character  of,  452  ; an  intimate  friend  of  Co- 
lonel Burr,  453. 

Vermont,  ftate  of,  383  ; law  of  the,  relative  to  population,  ib.  ; its 
pretent  population,  384. 

Vcrplanck,  Mr.  at  Verplanck -point,  his  unfriendly  reception  of 
the  author,  477. / 

Verplanck -point,  on  the  eaftern  bank  of  the  North-river,  477  ; 
near  this  fpot  the  union  of  the  French  and  American  armies  was 
formed  in  1781,  ib, 

Vining,  Mr.  a member  of  Congrefs,  an  adfocate  ofgreat  eminence,  321. 

Virginia,  its  civil  laws,  833  Rave  laws  milder  than  in  other  coun- 
tries, U;  courts  of  juftice,  86  ; criminal  laws,  ib.  ; public  debt, 
8 7 ; finances,  5 injudicious  grants  of  land,  88,  89  ; its  taxes,  9 r ; 

duties. 
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duties,  92  ; expences  of  its  government,  93  ; roads,  94  - 
unprovided  with  arms  for  its  militia,  ib.  ; fchooîs  about  to  be 
erected,  95  ; its  conftitution,  96  ; qualification  of  the  electors 
for  the  fenate,  ib.  ; organization  of  the  judicial  fyftem,  98  3 free- 
dom of  religion,  99  5 firft  fettlement  of,  100;  extend ve  grant  of 
Queen  Elizabeth  to  Sir  Walter  Raleigh,  ib.  3 hiftory  of  the  Rate 
of,  100  to  T04,  inclufive;  mongrel  negroes  in  greater  numbers» 
than  in  Georgia  or  Carolina,  161  ; general  obfervations  on  this 
Rate,  219  to  225  3 amount  of  its  experts,  226  ; population,  ib.  ; 
extent,  ib.  : climate,  227  : deftitute  of  all  means  of  public 
education,  ib.  : attached  to  the  federal  government,  230  : cha- 
racter of  its  inhabitants,  ib.  : its  roads  and  canals,  239,  240. 

Virginians,  their  veneration  of  the  French  army,  37  : fondnefs  of 
gaming,  77,  205  : indifference  of  religion,  200  : charadter  of 
the,  230. 

U. 

Upper  Marlborough,  village  of,  600  : the  chief  place  in  Prince 
George’s-county,  ib. 

W. 

Walkill-creek,  account  of,  456  : the  country  around  in  felted  with, 
intermittent  fevers,  437. 

Wàrwick,  village  of,  543. 

Warton,  Dodtor,  charadter  of,  509  : defeription  of  his  farm,  and 
price  of  rental,  510  : his  agricultural  fyftem,  51 1,  512. 

Wafhington,  George,  a ftatue  eredted  to  his  memory  in  the  capital 
at  Richmond,  92  : announces  his  intention  of  retiring  from  the 
preftdency,  3Ô2. 

Walhington-county,  account  of,  241  ; its  produce,  ib.  : popula- 
tion, ib, 

Webftep,  Mr.  account  of  his  farm,  677  : price  of  land  and  produce, 
ib.;  a mill  near,  678. 

Well,  Mr.  a member  of  the  legiflature,  5223  account  of  his  re- 
venue from  his  timber,  ib. 

Weft-point,  vide  North  River. 

Weft  Springfield,  account  of  the  townlhip  of,  4 1 3 ; its  fituation, 
414  3 culture  *nd  produce,  ib. 
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Wheat,  price  of,  at  Peterlburg,  109;  at  Prefqu’ile,  114  ; at  Mon* 
ticello,  150  : at  Weftfleld,  414  : at  Stockbridge,  418  : at  Ken- 
derhook -landing,  42  7 : at  Hudfon,  430  : at  New  Pattz,  459  ; at 
Brandywine,  499. 

Wheat,  produce  in  flour  of  100  bufliels,  499. 

Whyte,  Mr.  chancellor  of  the  ftate  of  Virginia,  99. 

Williams,  Mr.  a candidate  as  member  of  the  Houfe  of  Reprefenta- 
tives,  416. 

Williams,  Mr.  at  Marlborough,  account  of  his  farm  and  produce, 
403  :>.  workmen’s  wages,  ib.  : price  of  land  and  culture,  ib.  ; his 
political  opinions,  404. 

Williams,  Roger,  a minifler  of  the  gofpel,  banilhed  from  Rhode 
Ifland  to  Salem  for  religious  principles,  2 77  : again  from  thence 
to  Mofliawflck,  278. 

Williamlburg,  author’s  arrival  at,  44  : its  fituation,  45  • was  the 
capital  of  Virginia  before  the  revolution,  4 6 : its  population, 
ib.  : defcription  of  the  State  Houfe,  or  capitol,  ib,  : its  College, 
47  : its  income,  ib.  : from  whence  itarifes,  ib.  : price  of  education, 
49  : an  hofpital  for  lunatics,  51  : culture  of  land,  52  produce, 
ib.  : a regular  market,  53  : refpeCt  of  its  inhabitants  for  the 
French  army,  3*7. 

William  townfliip,  a college  at,  420. 

Wilmington,  the  moll  populous  city  in  the  State  of  Delaware,  491  . 
account  of  its  population,  ib.  : its  buildings,  492  : extent,  ib.  : 
a cotton  manufactory,  and  one  for  bolting7  filk,  502  : account  of 
its  port,  517:  Ihip-building,  ib,  : market,  ib.:  freedom  of  reli- 
gion, ib.  : great  numbers  of  the  colonilts  from  St.  Domingo 
fettled  here,  518  : account  of  its  poor-houfe,  520. 

Winchester,  county  of,  573  : its  produce,  ib. 

Winchefter,  the  capital  of  Frederick-county,  20 1:  its  population, 
ib.  : trade,  202  : environs,  204  : manufactories  and  flores,  ib.  : 
more  than  twenty  lawyers  in  thriving  circumftances  in  this  town , 
ib.  : its  churches,  205  : prifon  and  court-houfe,  ib.  : poor-houfe, 
ib.  : fchools,  208  : inns,  ib.  : good  market,  ib. 

Woodlands,  the  feat  of  William  Hamilton,  482;  defcription  of 
his  houfe  and  gardens;  483  : his  character,  ib. 

Wood's  tavern,  account  of,  170  : his  farm  and  produce,  ib. 

Woodftopk,  the  capital  of  the  county  of  Shenandoah,  *195  : Me- 
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fcnption  of  the  town  of,  ib.  : formerly  named  Miller’s-town, 
Ï96  : its  trades,  ib.  : inhabitants  chiefly  Germans,  ib„ 

Y» 

Yates,  Mr.  an  Englifh  merchant,  travelling  companion  of  the 
author,  59 6. 

York -county,  population  of,  42. 

York -town,  account  of  its  foil,  38:  trees,  ib.  : the  place  where 
the  American  war  terminated,  ib.  : General  Nelfon’s  houfe  was  the 
head  quarters  of  Lord  Cornwallis,  39  : defcription  of  the  village 
of,  40  : its  population,  41  : fituation,  ib.  : was  formerly  the 
emporium  of  all  Virginia,  Jb.  : the  capital  of  York-county,  43-  : 
exports,  ib. . no  regular  market,  43  : prices  of  meat,  ib. of 
houfe-rent,  44. 

York -river,  41  : its  fhip-building,  43. 

Youth,  Colonel,  at  Principio,  account  of  his  iron-fQimdery,6g2,  693  • 
his  number  of  workmen  and  wages,  -69  3, 
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